The Meaning of the Holy Quran. 

AUTHOR By YusuFAli 
1st Section (JuziT) 

SURAH 1: AL FATIHAH (The Opening). 

-1- In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. 

-2- Praise be to Allah, The Cherisher and Sustainer of the Worlds; 

-3- Most Gracious, Most Merciful; 

-4- Master of the Day of Judgment. 

-5- Thee do we worship, and Thine aid we seek. 

-6- Show us the straight way, 

-7- The way of those on whom Thou hast bestowed Thy Grace, those whose (portion) is not wrath, 

and who go not astray. 



SURAH 2: AL BAQARAH (The Heifer). 

-1- Alif Lam Mim 

-2- This is the Book; in it is guidance sure, without doubt, to those who fear Allah; 

-3- Who believe in the Unseen, are steadfast in prayer, and spend out of what We have provided for 

them; 

-4- And who believe in the Revelation sent to thee, and sent before thy time, and (in their hearts) have 

the assurance of the Hereafter. 

-5- They are on (true guidance), from their Lord, and it is these who will prosper. 

-6- As to those who reject Faith, it is the same to them whether thou warn them or do not warn them; 

they will not believe. 

-7- Allah hath set a seal on their hearts and on their hearing, and on their eyes is a veil; great is the 

penalty they (incur). 

-8- Of the people there are some who say: "We believe in Allah and the Last day;" but they do not 

(really) believe. 

-9- Fain would they deceive Allah and those who believe, but they only deceive themselves, and 

realize (it) not! 

-10- In their hearts is a disease; and Allah has increased their disease: and grievous is the penalty they 

(incur), because they are false (to themselves). 

-11- When it is said to them: "Make not mischief on the earth," they say: "Why, we only want to make 

peace!" 

-12- Of a surety, they are the ones who make mischief, but they realize (it) not. 

-13- When it is said to them: "Believe as the others believe:" they say: "Shall we believe as the fools 

believe?" - nay, of a surety they are the fools, but they do not know. 

-14- When they meet those who believe, they say: "We believe;" but when they are alone with their 

evil ones, they say: "We are really with you we (were) only jesting." 

-15- Allah will throw back their mockery on them, and give them rope in their trespasses; so they will 

wander like blind ones (to and fro). 

-16- These are they who have bartered Guidance for error: but their traffic is profitless, and they have 

lost true direction. 

-17- Their similitude is that of a man who kindled a fire; when it lighted all around him, Allah took 

away their light and left them in utter darkness. So they could not see. 



-18- Deaf, dumb, and blind, they will not return (to the path). 

-19- Or (another similitude) is that of a rain-laden cloud from the sky: in it are zones of darkness, and 

thunder and lightning: they press their fingers in their ears to keep out the stunning thunderclap, the 

while they are in terror of death. But Allah is ever round the rejecters of Faith! 

-20- The lightning all but snatches away their sight; every time the light (helps) them, they walk 

therein, and when the darkness grows on them, they stand still, and if Allah willed, He could take 

away their faculty of hearing and seeing; for Allah hath power over all things. 

-21- O ye people! adore your Guardian Lord, Who created you and those who came before you, that 

ye may become righteous, 

-22- Who has made the earth your couch and the heavens your canopy; and sent down rain from the 

heavens; and brought forth therewith fruits for your sustenance; then set not up rivals unto Allah when 

ye know (the truth). 

-23- And if ye are in doubt as to what We have revealed from time to time to Our servant, then 

produce a Surah like thereunto; and call your witnesses or helpers (if there are any) besides Allah, if 

your (doubts) are true. 

-24- But if ye cannot - and of a surety ye cannot - then fear the Fire whose fuel is Men and Stones - 

which is prepared for those who reject Faith. 

-25- But give glad tidings to those who believe and work righteousness, that their portion is Gardens, 

beneath which rivers flow. Every time they are fed with fruits therefrom, they say: "Why, this is what 

we were fed with before," for they are given things in similitude; and they have therein Companions 

pure (and holy); and they abide therein (forever). 

-26- Allah disdains not to use the similitude of things, lowest as well as highest. Those who believe 

know that it is truth from their Lord; but those who reject Faith say: "What means Allah by this 

similitude?" By it He causes many to stray, and many He leads into the right path; but He causes not 

to stray, except those who forsake (the path) - 

-27- Those who break Allah's Covenant after it is ratified, and who sunder what Allah has ordered to 

be joined, and do mischief on earth: these cause loss (only) to themselves. 

-28- How can ye reject the faith in Allah? - Seeing that ye were without life, and He gave you life; 

then will He cause you to die, and will again bring you to life; and again to Him will ye return. 

-29- It is He Who hath created for you all things that are on earth; then He turned to the heaven and 

made them into seven firmaments. And of all things He hath perfect knowledge. 

-30- Behold, Thy Lord said to the angels: "I will create a vicegerent on earth." They said: "Wilt Thou 

place therein one who will make mischief therein and shed blood?- whilst we do celebrate Thy praises 

and glorify Thy holy (name)?" He said: "I know what ye know not." 

-31- And He taught Adam the names of all things; then He placed them before the angels, and said: 

"Tell Me the names of these if ye are right." 

-32- They said: "Glory to Thee: of knowledge we have none, save what Thou hast taught us: in truth it 

is Thou Who art perfect in knowledge and wisdom." 

-33- He said: "O Adam! tell them their names." When he had told them, Allah said: "Did I not tell you 

that I know the secrets of heaven and earth, and I know what ye reveal and what ye conceal?" 

-34- And behold, We said to the angels: "Bow down to Adam:" and they bowed down: Not so Iblis: he 

refused and was haughty: he was of those who reject Faith. 

-35- We said: "O Adam! dwell thou and thy wife in the Garden; and eat of the bountiful things therein 

as (where and when) ye will; but approach not this tree, or ye run into harm and transgression." 

-36- Then did Satan make them slip from the (Garden), and get them out of the state (of felicity) in 

which they had been. We said: "Get ye down, all (ye people), with enmity between yourselves. On 

earth will be your dwelling place and your means of livelihood - for a time." 

-37- Then learnt Adam from his Lord Words of inspiration, and his Lord Turned towards him; for He 

is Oft-Returning, Most Merciful. 

-38- We said: "Get ye down all from here; and if, as is sure, there comes to you guidance from Me, 

whosoever follows My guidance, on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. 



-39- "But those who reject Faith and belie Our Signs, They shall be Companions of the Fire; They 

shall abide therein." 

-40- O Children of Israel! call to mind the (special) favour which I bestowed upon you, and fulfil your 

Covenant with Me as I fulfil My Covenant with you, and fear none but Me. 

-41- And believe in what I reveal, confirming the revelation which is with you, and be not the first to 

reject Faith therein, nor sell My Signs for a small price; and fear Me, and Me alone. 

-42- And cover not Truth with falsehood, nor conceal the Truth when ye know (what it is). 

-43- And be steadfast in prayer; practise regular Charity; and bow down your heads with those who 

bow down (in worship). 

-44- Do ye enjoin right conduct on the people, and forget (to practise it) yourselves, and yet ye study 

the Scripture? Will ye not understand? 

-45- Nay, seek (Allah's) help with patient perseverance and prayer: it is indeed hard, except to those 

who bring a lowly spirit - 

-46- Who bear in mind the certainty that they are to meet their Lord, and that they are to return to 

Him. 

-47- O Children of Israel! call to mind the (special) favour which I bestowed upon you, and that I 

preferred you to all others (for My Message). 

-48- Then guard yourselves against a day when one soul shall not avail another nor shall intercession 

be accepted for her, nor shall compensation be taken from her, nor shall anyone be helped (from 

outside). 

-49- And remember, We delivered you from the people of Pharaoh: they set you hard tasks and 

punishments, slaughtered your sons and let your womenfolk live; therein was a tremendous trial from 

your Lord. 

-50- And remember We divided the Sea for you and saved you and drowned Pharaoh's people within 

your very sight. 

-51- And remember We appointed forty nights for Moses, and in his absence ye took the calf (for 

worship), and ye did grievous wrong. 

-52- Even then We did forgive you, there was a chance for you to be grateful. 

-53- And remember We gave Moses the Scripture and the Criterion (between right and wrong), there 

was a chance for you to be guided aright. 

-54- And remember Moses said to his people: "O my people! ye have indeed wronged yourselves by 

your worship of the calf: so turn (in repentance) to your Maker, and slay yourselves (the wrongdoers); 

that will be better for you in the sight of your Maker." Then He turned towards you (in forgiveness): 

for He is Oft-Returning, Most Merciful. 

-55- And remember ye said: "O Moses! we shall never believe in thee until we see Allah manifestly," 

but ye were dazed with thunder and lightning even as ye looked on. 

-56- Then We raised you up after your death: ye had the chance to be grateful. 

-57- And we gave you the shade of clouds and sent down to you manna and quails, saying: "Eat of the 

good things We have provided for you:" (but they rebelled): to Us they did no harm, but they harmed 

their own souls. 

-58- And remember We said: "Enter this town, and eat of the plenty therein as ye wish; but enter the 

gate with humility, in posture and in words, and we shall forgive you your faults and increase (the 

portion of) those who do good." 

-59- But the transgressors changed the word from that which had been given them; so We sent on the 

transgressors a plague from heaven, for that they infringed (Our command) repeatedly. 

-60- And remember Moses prayed for water for his people; We said: "Strike the rock with thy staff." 

Then gushed forth therefrom twelve springs. Each group knew its own place for water. So eat and 

drink of the sustenance provided by Allah, and do no evil nor mischief on the (face of the) earth. 

-61- And remember ye said: "O Moses! we cannot endure one kind of food (always); so beseech thy 

Lord for us to produce for us of what the earth groweth - its pot-herbs, and cucumbers, its garlic, 

lentils, and onions." He said: "Will ye exchange the better for the worse? Go ye down to any town, 

and ye shall find what ye want!" They were covered with humiliation and misery; they drew on 



themselves the wrath of Allah. This because they went on rejecting the Signs of Allah and slaying His 

Messengers without just cause. This because they rebelled and went on transgressing. 

-62- Those who believe (in the Quran), and those who follow the Jewish (scriptures), and the 

Christians and the Sabians, any who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and work righteousness, shall 

have their reward with their Lord: on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. 

-63- And remember We took your Covenant and We raised above you (the towering height) of Mount 

(Sinai) (saying): "Hold firmly to what We have given you and bring (ever) to remembrance what is 

therein: perchance ye may fear Allah." 

-64- But ye turned back thereafter: had it not been for the Grace and Mercy of Allah to you, ye had 

surely been among the lost. 

-65- And well ye knew those amongst you who transgressed in the matter of Sabbath: We said to 

them: "Be ye apes, despised and rejected." 

-66- So We made it an example to their own time and to their posterity, and a lesson to those who fear 

Allah. 

-67- And remember Moses said to his people: "Allah commands that ye sacrifice a heifer." They said: 

"Makest thou a laughing-stock of us?" He said: "Allah save me from being an ignorant (fool)!" 

-68- They said: "Beseech on our behalf Thy Lord to make plain to us what (heifer) it is!" He said: "He 

says: the heifer should be neither too old nor too young, but of middling age: now do what ye are 

commanded!" 

-69- They said: "Beseech on our behalf Thy Lord to make plain to us her colour." He said: "He says: a 

fawn-coloured heifer, pure and rich in tone, the admiration of beholders!" 

-70- They said: "Beseech on our behalf Thy Lord to make plain to us what she is: to us are all heifers 

alike: we wish indeed for guidance, if Allah wills." 

-71- He said: "He says: a heifer not trained to till the soil or water the fields; sound and without 

blemish." They said: "Now hast thou brought the truth." Then they offered her in sacrifice, but not 

with goodwill. 

-72- Remember ye slew a man and fell into a dispute among yourselves as to the crime: but Allah was 

to bring forth what ye did hide. 

-73- So We said: "Strike the (body) with a piece of the (heifer)." Thus Allah bringeth the dead to life 

and showeth you his Signs: perchance ye may understand. 

-74- Thenceforth were your hearts hardened: they became like a rock and even worse in hardness. For 

among rocks there are some from which rivers gush forth; others there are which when split asunder 

send forth water; and others which sink for fear of Allah. And Allah is not unmindful of what ye do. 

-75- Can ye (O ye men of Faith) entertain the hope that they will believe in you? - seeing that a party 

of them heard the word of Allah, and perverted it knowingly after they understood it. 

-76- Behold! when they meet the men of Faith, they say: "We believe:" but when they meet each other 

in private, they say: "Shall you tell them what Allah hath revealed to you, that they may engage you in 

argument about it before your Lord?"- do ye not understand (their aim)? 

-77- Know they not that Allah knoweth what they conceal and what they reveal? 

-78- And there are among them illiterates, who know not the Book, but (see therein their own) desires, 

and they do nothing but conjecture. 

-79- Then woe to those who write the Book with their own hands, and then say: "This is from Allah," 

to traffic with it for a miserable price! - woe to them for what their hands do write, and for the gain 

they make thereby. 

-80- And they say: "The fire shall not touch us but for a few numbered days:" say: "Have ye taken a 

promise from Allah, for He never breaks His promise? Or is it that ye say of Allah what ye do not 

know?" 

-81- Nay, those who seek gain in evil, and are girt round by their sins - they are companions of the 

fire: therein shall they abide (forever). 

-82- But those who have Faith and work righteousness. They are Companions of the Garden: therein 

shall they abide (forever). 



-83- And remember We took a Covenant from the Children of Israel (to this effect): worship none but 

Allah; treat with kindness your parents and kindred, and orphans and those in need; speak fair to the 

people; be steadfast in prayer; and practise regular Charity. Then did ye turn back, except a few 

among you, and ye backslide (even now). 

-84- And remember we took your Covenant (to this effect): shed no blood amongst you, nor turn out 

your own people from your homes: and this ye solemnly ratified, and to this ye can bear witness. 

-85- After this it is ye, the same people, who slay among yourselves, and banish a party of you from 

their homes; assist (their enemies) against them, in guilt and rancour; and if they come to you as 

captives, ye ransom them, though it was not lawful for you to banish them. Then is it only a part of the 

Book that ye believe in, and do ye reject the rest? But what is the reward for those among you who 

behave like this but disgrace in this life? - and on the Day of Judgment they shall be consigned to the 

most grievous penalty. For Allah is not unmindful of what ye do. 

-86- These are the people who buy the life of this world at the price of the Hereafter: their penalty 

shall not be lightened nor shall they be helped. 

-87- We gave Moses the Book and followed him up with a succession of Messengers; we gave Jesus, 

the son of Mary, clear (Signs) and strengthened him with the Holy Spirit. Is it that whenever there 

comes to you a Messenger with what ye yourselves desire not, ye are puffed up with pride? Some ye 

called impostors, and others ye slay! 

-88- They say, "Our hearts are the wrappings (which preserve Allah's Word: we need no more)." Nay, 

Allah's curse is on them for their blasphemy: little is it they believe. 

-89- And when there comes to them a Book from Allah, confirming what is with them - although from 

of old they had prayed for victory against those without Faith - when there comes to them that which 

they (should) have recognized. They refuse to believe in it but the curse of Allah is on those without 

Faith. 

-90- Miserable is the price for which they have sold their souls, in that they deny (the revelation) 

which Allah has sent down, in insolent envy that Allah of His Grace should send it to any of his 

servants He pleases: thus have they drawn on themselves wrath upon wrath. And humiliating is the 

punishment of those who reject Faith. 

-91- When it is said to them, believe in what Allah hath sent down, they say, we believe in what was 

sent down to us: yet they reject all besides, even if it be truth confirming what is with them. Say: why 

then have ye slain the prophets of Allah in times gone by, if ye did indeed believe? 

-92- There came to you Moses with clear (Signs); yet ye worshipped the calf (even) after that, and ye 

did behave wrongfully. 

-93- And remember we took your Covenant and we raised above you (the towering height) of mount 

(Sinai): (saying): "Hold firmly to what We have given you, and hearken (to the law)": they said: "We 

hear, and we disobey": and they had to drink into their hearts (of the taint) of the calf because of their 

faithlessness. Say: "Vile indeed are the behests of your Faith if ye have any faith!" 

-94- Say: "If the last home, with Allah, be for you specially, and not for anyone else, then seek ye for 

death, if ye are sincere." 

-95- But they will never seek for death, on account of the (sins) which their hands have sent on before 

them. And Allah is well acquainted with the wrongdoers. 

-96- Thou wilt indeed find them, of all people, most greedy of life, even more than the idolaters: each 

one of them wishes he could be given a life of a thousand years: but the grant of such life will not save 

him from (due) punishment. For Allah sees well all that they do. 

-97- Say: whoever is an enemy to Gabriel - for he brings down the (revelation) to they heart by Allah's 

will, a confirmation of what went before, and guidance and glad tidings for those who believe - 

-98- Whoever is an enemy to Allah and His angels and prophets, to Gabriel and Michael - lo! Allah is 

an enemy to those who reject Faith. 

-99- We have sent down to thee manifest Signs; and none reject them but those who are perverse. 

-100- Is it not (the case) that every time they make a Covenant, some party among them throw it 

aside? - Nay, most of them are faithless. 



-101- And when there came to them a Messenger from Allah, confirming what was with them, a party 

of the People of the Book threw away the Book of Allah behind their backs. As if (it had been 

something) they did not know! 

-102- They followed what the evil ones gave out (falsely) against the power of Solomon: the 

blasphemers were, not Solomon, but the evil ones, teaching men magic, and such things as came down 

at Babylon to the angels Harut and Marut. But neither of these taught anyone (such things) without 

saying: "We are only for trial; so do not blaspheme." They learned from them the means to sow 

discord between man and wife. But they could not thus harm anyone except by Allah's permission. 

And they learned what harmed them, not what profited them. And they knew that the buyers of 

(magic) would have no share in the happiness of the Hereafter. And vile was the price for which they 

did sell their souls, if they but knew! 

-103- If they had kept their Faith and guarded themselves from evil, far better had been the reward 

from their Lord, if they but knew! 

-104- O ye of Faith! say not (to the Prophet) words of ambiguous import, but words of respect; and 

hearken (to him): to those without Faith is a grievous punishment. 

-105- It is never the wish of those without Faith among the People of the Book, nor of the pagans, that 

anything good should come down to you from your Lord. But Allah will choose for his special mercy 

whom He will - for Allah is Lord of Grace abounding. 

-106- None of Our revelations do We abrogate or cause to be forgotten, but We substitute something 

better or similar: knowest thou not that Allah hath power over all things? 

-107- Knowest thou not that to Allah belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth? And 

besides Him ye have neither patron nor helper. 

-108- Would ye question your Messenger as Moses was questioned of old? But whoever changeth 

from Faith to Unbelief, hath strayed without doubt from the even way. 

-109- Quite a number of the People of the Book wish they could turn you (people) back to infidelity 

after ye have believed. From selfish envy, after the Truth hath become manifest unto them: but forgive 

and overlook, till Allah accomplishes his purpose: for Allah hath power over all things. 

-110- And be steadfast in prayer and regular in charity: and whatever good ye send forth for your 

souls before you, ye shall find it with Allah: for Allah sees well all that ye do. 

-Ill- And they say: "None shall enter Paradise unless he be a Jew or a Christian." Those are their 

(vain) desires. Say: "Produce your proof if ye are truthful." 

-112- Nay, whoever submits his whole self to Allah and is a doer of good - he will get his reward with 

his Lord; on such shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. 

-113- The Jews say: "The Christians have naught (to stand) upon"; and the Christians say: "The Jews 

have naught (to stand) upon." Yet they (profess to) study the (same) book. Like unto their word is 

what those say who know not; but Allah will judge between them in their quarrel on the Day of 

Judgment. 

-1 14- And who is more unjust than he who forbids that in places for the worship of Allah, His name 

should be celebrated? - whose zeal is (in fact) to ruin them? It was not fitting that such should 

themselves enter them except in fear. For them there is nothing but disgrace in this world, and in the 

world to come, an exceeding torment. 

-115- To Allah belong the East and the West: whithersoever ye turn, there is the presence of Allah. 

For Allah is All-Embracing, All-Knowing. 

-116- They say: "Allah hath begotten a son": Glory be to him - Nay, to Him belongs all that is in the 

heavens and on earth: everything renders worship to Him. 

-117- To Him is due the primal origin of the heavens and the earth: when he decreeth a matter, he 

saith to it: "Be", and it is. 

-118- Say those without knowledge: "Why speaketh not Allah unto us? or why cometh not unto us a 

sign?" So said the people before them words of similar import. Their hearts are alike. We have indeed 

made clear the Signs unto any people who hold firmly to Faith (in their hearts). 

-119- Verily We have sent thee in truth as a bearer of glad tidings and a warner: but of thee no 

question shall be asked of the companions of the Blazing Fire. 



-120- Never will the Jews or the Christians be satisfied with thee unless thou follow their form of 
religion. Say: "The Guidance of Allah - that is the (only) Guidance," Wert thou to follow their desires 
after the knowledge which hath reached thee, then wouldst thou find neither Protector nor Helper 
against Allah. 

-121- Those to whom we have sent the Book study it as it should be studied: they are the ones that 
believe therein: those who reject Faith therein - the loss is their own. 

-122- O Children of Israel! call to mind the special favour which I bestowed upon you, and that I 
preferred you to all others (for My Message). 

-123- Then guard yourselves against a Day when one soul shall not avail another, nor shall 
compensation be accepted from her nor shall intercession profit her nor shall intercession profit her 
nor shall intercession profit her nor shall anyone be helped (from outside). 

-124- And remember that Abraham was tried by his Lord with certain Commands, which he fulfilled: 
he said: "I will make thee an Imam to the Nations." He pleaded: "And also (Imams) from my 
offspring!" He answered: "But my promise is not within the reach of evildoers." 
-125- Remember We made the House a place of assembly for men and a place of safety; and take ye 
the Station of Abraham as a place of prayer; and We covenanted with Abraham and Isma'il, that they 
should sanctify My House for those who compass it round, or use it as a retreat, or bow, or prostrate 
themselves (therein in Prayer). 

-126- And remember Abraham said: "My Lord, make this a City of Peace, and feed its People with 
fruits - such of them as believe in Allah and the Last Day." He said: "(Yea), and such as reject Faith - 
for a while will I grant them their pleasure, but soon drive them to the torment of Fire - an evil 
destination (indeed)!" 

-127- And remember Abraham and Isma'il raised the foundations of the House (with this prayer): 
"Our Lord! accept (this service) from us: for Thou art the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing. 
-128- "Our Lord! make of us Muslims, bowing to Thy (Will), and of our progeny a people Muslim, 
bowing to Thy (Will); and show us our places for the celebration of (due) rites; and turn unto us (in 
Mercy); for Thou art the Oft-Returning, Most Merciful. 

-129- "Our Lord! send amongst them a Messenger of their own, who shall rehearse Thy Signs to them 
and instruct them in Scripture and Wisdom, and sanctify them: for Thou art the Exalted in Might, the 
Wise." 

-130- And who turns away from the religion of Abraham but such as debase their souls with folly? 
Him We chose and rendered pure in this world: and he will be in the Hereafter in the ranks of the 
Righteous. 

-131- Behold! his Lord said to him: "Bow (thy will to Me):" he said: "I bow (my will) to the Lord and 
Cherisher of the Universe." 

-132- And this was the legacy that Abraham left to his sons, and so did Jacob; "Oh my sons! Allah 
hath chosen the Faith for you; then die not except in the state of submission (to Allah). 
-133- Were ye witnesses when Death appeared before Jacob? Behold, he said to his sons: "What will 
ye worship after me?" They said: "We shall worship thy God and the God of thy fathers, - of 
Abraham, Isma'il, and Isaac. The One (True) God: to Him we bow (in Islam)." 

-134- That was a People that hath passed away. They shall reap the fruit of what they did, and ye of 
what ye do! Of their merits there is no question in your case! 

-135- They say: "Become Jews or Christians if ye would be guided (to salvation)." Say thou: "Nay! (I 
would rather) the Religion of Abraham, the True, and he joined not gods with Allah." 
-136- Say ye: "We believe in Allah, and the revelation given to us, and to Abraham, Isma'il, Isaac, 
Jacob, and the Tribes, and that given to Moses and Jesus, and that given to (all) Prophets from their 
Lord: we make no difference between one and another of them: and we bow to Allah (in Islam). 
-137- So if they believe as ye believe, they are indeed on the right path; but if they turn back, it is they 
who are in schism; but Allah will suffice thee as against them, and He is the All-Hearing, the All- 
Knowing. 

-138- (Our religion is) the Baptism of Allah: and who can baptize better than Allah? And it is He 
Whom we worship. 



-139- Say: will ye dispute with us about Allah, seeing that He is our Lord and your Lord; that we are 

responsible for our doings and ye for yours; and that we are sincere (in our Faith) in Him? 

-140- Or do ye say that Abraham, Isma'il, Isaac, Jacob and the Tribes were Jews or Christians? Say: 

Do ye know better than Allah? Ah! who is more unjust than those who conceal the testimony they 

have from Allah? But Allah is not unmindful of what ye do! 

-141- That was a people that hath passed away. They shall reap the fruit of what they did, and ye of 

what ye do! Of their merits there is no question in your case: 

2nd Section (Juzu') 

-142- The fools among the people will say: "What hath turned them from the Qiblah to which they 

were used?" Say: "To Allah belong both East and West: He guideth whom He will to a Way that is 

straight." 

-143- Thus have We made of you an Ummah justly balanced, that ye might be witnesses over the 

nations, and the Messenger a witness over yourselves; and We appointed the Qiblah to which thou 

wast used, only to test those who followed the Messenger from those who would turn on their heels 

(from the Faith). Indeed it was (a change) momentous, except to those guided by Allah. And never 

would Allah make your faith of no effect. For Allah is to all people most surely full of kindness, Most 

Merciful. 

-144- We see the turning of thy face (for guidance) to the heavens: now shall We turn thee to a Qiblah 

that shall please thee. Turn then thy face in the direction of the Sacred Mosque: wherever ye are, turn 

your faces in that direction. The People of the Book know well that is the truth from their Lord, nor is 

Allah unmindful of what they do. 

-145- Even if thou wert to bring to the People of the Book all the Signs (together), they would not 

follow thy Qiblah; nor art thou going to follow their Qiblah; nor indeed will they follow each other's 

Qiblah. If thou after the knowledge hath reached thee, wert to follow their (vain) desires - then wert 

thou indeed (clearly) in the wrong. 

-146- The People of the Book know this as they know their own sons, but some of them conceal the 

truth which they themselves know. 

-147- The truth is from thy Lord; so be not at all in doubt. 

-148- To each is a goal to which Allah turns him; then strive together (as in a race) towards all that is 

good. Wheresoever ye are, Allah will bring you together. For Allah hath power over all things. 

-149- From whencesoever thou startest forth, turn thy face in the direction of the Sacred Mosque; that 

is indeed the truth from thy Lord. And Allah is not unmindful of what ye do. 

-150- So from whencesoever thou startest forth, turn thy face in the direction of the Sacred Mosque; 

and wheresoever ye are, turn your face thither: that there be no ground of dispute against you among 

the people, except those of them that are bent on wickedness; so fear them not, but fear Me; and that I 

may complete My favours on you, and ye may (consent to) be guided; 

-151- A similar (favour have ye already received) in that We have sent among you a Messenger of 

your own, rehearsing to you Our Signs; and purifying you, and instructing you in Scripture and 

Wisdom, and in new Knowledge. 

-152- Then do ye remember Me; I will remember you. Be grateful to Me, and reject not Faith. 

-153- Ye who believe! seek help with patient perseverance and prayer: for Allah is with those who 

patiently persevere. 

-154- And say not of those who are slain in the way of Allah: "They are dead." Nay, they are living, 

though ye perceive (it) not. 

-155- Be sure We shall test you with something of fear and hunger, some loss in goods or lives or the 

fruits (of your toil), but give glad tidings to those who patiently persevere, 

-156- Who say, when afflicted with calamity: "To Allah we belong, and to Him is our return" - 

-157- They are those in whom (descend) blessings from their Lord and mercy, and they are the ones 

that receive guidance. 

-158- Behold! Safa and Marwah are among the Symbols of Allah. So if those who visit the House in 

the Season or at other times, should compass them round, it is no sin in them. And if any one obeyeth 

his own impulse to good - be sure that Allah is He Who recogniseth and knoweth. 



-159- Those who conceal the clear (Signs) We have sent down, and the Guidance, after We have made 

it clear for the People in the Book - on them shall be Allah's curse, and the curse of those entitled to 

curse - 

-160- Except those who repent and make amends and openly declare (the Truth): to them I turn; for I 

am Oft-Returning, Most Merciful. 

-161- Those who reject Faith, and die rejecting - on them is Allah's curse, and the curse of angels, and 

of all mankind; 

-162- They will abide therein: their penalty will not be lightened, nor will respite be their (lot). 

-163- And your God is One God: there is no god but He, Most Gracious, Most Merciful. 

-164- Behold! in the creation of the heavens and the earth; in the alternation of the Night and the Day; 

in the sailing of the ships through the Ocean for the profit of mankind; in the rain which Allah sends 

down from the skies, and the life which He gives therewith to an earth that is dead; in the beasts of all 

kinds that He scatters through the earth; in the change of the winds, and the clouds which they trail 

like their slaves between the sky and the earth - (here) indeed are Signs for a people that are wise. 

-165- Yet there are men who take (for worship) others besides Allah, as equal (with Allah): they love 

them as they should love Allah. But those of Faith are overflowing in their love for Allah. If only the 

unrighteous could see, behold, they would see the Punishment: that to Allah belongs all power, and 

Allah will strongly enforce the Punishment. 

-166- Then would those who are followed clear themselves of those who follow (them): they would 

see the Penalty, and all relations between them would be cut off. 

-167- And those who followed would say: "If only we had one more chance, we would clear ourselves 

of them, as they have cleared themselves of us." Thus will Allah show them (the fruits of) their deeds 

as (nothing but) regrets. Nor will there be a way for them out of the Fire. 

-168-0 ye people! eat of what is on earth, lawful and good; and do not follow the footsteps of the Evil 

One, for he is to you an avowed enemy. 

-169- For he commands you what is evil and shameful, and that ye should say of Allah that of which 

ye have no knowledge. 

-170- When it is said to them: "Follow what Allah hath revealed:" They say: "Nay! we shall follow the 

ways of our fathers:" What! even though their fathers were void of wisdom and guidance? 

-171- The parable of those who reject Faith is as if one were to shout like a goat-herd, to things that 

listen to nothing but call and cries: deaf, dumb, and blind, they are void of wisdom. 

-172- O ye who believe! eat of the good things that we have provided for you, and be grateful to 

Allah, if it is Him ye worship. 

-173- He hath only forbidden you dead meat, and blood, and the flesh of swine, and that on which any 

other name hath been invoked besides that of Allah. But if one is forced by necessity, without wilful 

disobedience, nor transgressing due limits - then is he guiltless. For Allah is Oft-Forgiving Most 

Merciful. 

-174- Those who conceal Allah's revelations in the Book, and purchase for them a miserable profit - 

they swallow into themselves naught but Fire; Allah will not address them on the Day of Resurrection, 

nor purify them: grievous will be their Penalty. 

-175- They are the ones who buy Error in place of Guidance and Torment in place of Forgiveness. 

Ah! what boldness (they show) for the fire! 

-176- (Their doom is) because Allah sent down the Book in truth but those who seek causes of dispute 

in the Book are in a schism far (from the purpose). 

-177- It is not righteousness that ye turn your faces towards East or West; but it is righteousness - to 

believe in Allah and the Last Day, and the Angels, and the Book, and the Messengers; to spend of 

your substance, out of love for Him, for your kin, for orphans, for the needy, for the wayfarer, for 

those who ask, and for the ransom of slaves; to be steadfast in prayer, and practice regular charity; to 

fulfil the contracts which ye have made; and to be firm and patient, in pain (or suffering) and 

adversity, and throughout all periods of panic. Such are the people of truth, the God-fearing. 

-178- O ye who believe! the law of equality is prescribed to you in cases of murder: the free for the 

free, the slave for the slave, the woman for the woman. But if any remission is made by the brother of 



the slain, then grant any reasonable demand, and compensate him with handsome gratitude. This is a 

concession and a mercy from your Lord. After this whoever exceeds the limits shall be in grave 

penalty. 

-179- In the law of equality there is (saving of) life to you, o ye men of understanding; that ye may 

restrain yourselves. 

-180- It is prescribed, when death approaches any of you, if he leave any goods, that he make a 

bequest to parents and next of kin, according to reasonable usage; this is due from the God-fearing. 

-181- If anyone changes the bequest after hearing it, the guilt shall be on those who make the change. 

For Allah hears and knows (all things). 

-182- But if anyone fears partiality or wrong doing on the part of the testator, and makes peace 

between (the parties concerned), there is no wrong in him: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-183- O ye who believe! fasting is prescribed to you as it was prescribed to those before you, that ye 

may (learn) self restraint, 

-184- (Fasting) for a fixed number of days; but if any of you is ill, or on a journey, the prescribed 

number (should be made up) from days later. For those who can do it (with hardship), is a ransom, the 

feeding of one that is indigent. But he that will give more, of his own free will, it is better for him. 

And it is better for you that ye fast, if ye only knew. 

-185- Ramadan is the (month) in which was sent down the Quran as a guide to mankind, also clear 

(Signs) for guidance and judgment (between right and wrong). So every one of you who is present (at 

his home) during that month should spend it in fasting, but if any one is ill, or on a journey, the 

prescribed period (should be made up) by days later. Allah intends every facility for you; He does not 

want to put you to difficulties. (He wants you) to complete the prescribed period, and to glorify Him 

in that He has guided you; and perchance ye shall be grateful. 

-186- When my servants ask thee concerning Me, I am indeed close (to them): I listen to the prayer of 

every suppliant when he calleth on Me: let them also, with a will, listen to My call, and believe in Me: 

that they may walk in the right way. 

-187- Permitted to you, on the night of the fasts, is the approach to your wives. They are your 

garments and ye are their garments. Allah knoweth what ye used to do secretly among yourselves; but 

he turned to you and forgave you; so now associate with them, and seek what Allah hath ordained for 

you, and eat and drink, until the white thread of dawn appear to you distinct from its black thread; 

then complete your fast till the night appears; but do not associate with your wives while ye are in 

retreat in the mosques. Those are limits (set by) Allah: approach not nigh thereto. Thus doth Allah 

make clear his Signs to men: that they may learn self-restraint. 

-188- And do not eat up your property among yourselves for vanities, nor use it as bait for the judges, 

with intent that ye may eat up wrongfully and knowingly a little of (other) people's property. 

-189- They ask thee concerning the new moons. Say: They are but Signs to mark fixed periods of time 

in (the affairs of) men, and for pilgrimage. It is no virtue if ye enter your houses from the back: it is 

virtue if ye fear Allah. Enter houses through the proper doors: and fear Allah: that ye may prosper. 

-190- Fight in the cause of Allah those who fight you, but do not transgress limits; for Allah loveth not 

transgressors. 

-191- And slay them wherever ye catch them, and turn them out from where they have turned you out; 

for tumult and oppression are worse than slaughter; but fight them not at the Sacred Mosque, unless 

they (first) fight you there; but if they fight you, slay them. Such is the reward of those who suppress 

faith. 

-192- But if they cease, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-193- And fight them on until there is no more tumult or oppression, and there prevail justice and 

Faith in Allah; but if they cease, let there be no hostility except to those who practise oppression. 

-194- The prohibited month - for the prohibited month, and so for all things prohibited, there is the 

law of equality. If then any one transgresses the prohibition against you, transgress ye likewise against 

him. But fear Allah, and know that Allah is with those who restrain themselves. 

-195- And spend of your substance in the cause of Allah, and make not your own hands contribute to 

(your) destruction; but do good; for Allah loveth those who do good. 
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-196- And complete the Hajj or Umrah in the service of Allah, but if ye are prevented (from 

completing it), send an offering for sacrifice, such as ye may find, and do not shave your heads until 

the offering reaches the place of sacrifice; and when ye are in peaceful condition (again), of any one 

wishes to continue the Umrah on to the Hajj, he must make an offering, such as he can afford, but if 

he cannot afford it, he should fast three days during the Hajj and seven days in all. This is for those 

whose household is not in (the precincts of) the Sacred Mosque. And fear Allah, and know that Allah, 

is strict in punishment. 

-197- For Hajj are the months well known. If any one undertakes that duty therein, let there be no 

obscenity, nor wickedness, nor wrangling in the Hajj. And whatever good ye do, (be sure) Allah 

knoweth it. And take a provision (with you) for the journey, but the best of provisions is right conduct. 

So fear me, o ye that are wise. 

-198- It is no crime in you if ye seek of the Bounty of your Lord (during pilgrimage). Then when ye 

pour down from (mount) Arafat, celebrate the praises of Allah at the Sacred Monument, and celebrate 

His praises as He has directed you, even though, before this, ye went astray. 

-199- Then pass on at a quick pace from the place whence it is usual for the multitude so to do, and 

ask for Allah's forgiveness. For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-200- So when ye have accomplished your holy rites, celebrate the praises of Allah, as ye used to 

celebrate the praises of your fathers - yea, with far more heart and soul. There are men who say: "Our 

Lord! Give us (thy bounties) in this world!" But they will have no portion in the Hereafter. 

-201- And there are men who say: "Our Lord! Give us good in this world and and good in the 

Hereafter, and defend us from the torment of the fire!" 

-202- To these will be allotted what they have earned; and Allah is quick in account. 

-203- Celebrate the praises of Allah during the Appointed Days. But if any one hastens to leave in two 

days, there is no blame on him, and if any one stays on, there is no blame on him, if his aim is to do 

right. Then fear Allah, and know that ye will surely be gathered unto Him. 

-204- There is the type of man whose speech about this world's life may dazzle thee, and he calls 

Allah to witness about what is in his heart; yet is he the most contentious of enemies. 

-205- When he turns his back, his aim everywhere is to spread mischief through the earth and destroy 

crops and cattle. But Allah loveth not mischief. 

-206- When it is said to him, fear Allah, he is led by arrogance to (more) crime. Enough for him is 

Hell; an evil bed indeed (to lie on)! 

-207- And there is the type of man who gives his life to earn the pleasure of Allah; and Allah is full of 

kindness to (his) devotees. 

-208- O ye who believe! enter into Islam whole heatedly; and follow not the footsteps of the evil one; 

for he is to you an avowed enemy. 

-209- If ye backslide after the clear (Signs) have come to you, then know that Allah is exalted in 

power, wise. 

-210- Will they wait until Allah comes to them in canopies of clouds, with angels (in his train) and the 

question is (thus) settled? but to Allah do all questions go back (for decision). 

-211- Ask the Children of Israel how many clear (Signs) we have sent them. But if any one, after 

Allah's favour has come to him, substitutes (something else), Allah is strict in punishment. 

-212- The life of this world is alluring to those who reject Faith, and they scoff at those who believe. 

But the righteous will be above them on the day of resurrection; for Allah bestows his abundance 

without measure on whom he will. 

-213- Mankind was one single nation, and Allah sent Messengers with glad tidings and warnings; and 

with them He sent the Book in truth, to judge between people in matters wherein they differed; but the 

People of the Book, after the clear Signs came to them, did not differ among themselves, except 

through selfish contumacy. Allah by His Grace guided the Believers to the Truth, concerning that 

wherein they differed. For Allah guides whom He will to a path that is straight. 

-214- Or do ye think that ye shall enter the Garden (of Bliss) without such (trials) as came to those 

who passed away before you? They encountered suffering and adversity, and were so shaken in spirit 



that even the Messenger and those of faith who were with him cried: "When (will come) the help of 

Allah" Ah! Verily, the help of Allah is (always) near! 

-215- They ask thee what they should spend (in Charity). Say: whatever ye spend that is good, is for 

parents and kindred and orphans and those in want and for wayfarers. And whatever ye do that is 

good, Allah knoweth it well. 

-216- Fighting is prescribed for you, and ye dislike it. But it is possible that ye dislike a thing which is 

good for you, and that ye love a thing which is bad for you. But Allah knoweth, and ye know not. 

-217- They ask thee concerning fighting in the prohibited month. Say: fighting therein is a grave 

(offence); but graver is it in the sight of Allah to prevent access to the sacred mosque, and drive out its 

members. Tumult and oppression are worse than slaughter. Nor will they cease fighting you until they 

turn you back from your Faith if they can. And if any of you turn back from their Faith and die in 

unbelief, their works will bear no fruit in this life and in the Hereafter; they will be companion of the 

fire and will abide therein. 

-218- Those who believed and those who suffered exile and fought (and strove and struggled) in the 

path of Allah, they have the hope of the mercy of Allah: and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-219- They ask thee concerning wine and gambling. Say in them is great sin, and some profit for men; 

but the sin is greater than the profit they ask thee how much they are to spend, say: what is beyond 

your needs. Thus doth Allah make clear to you his Signs: in order that ye may consider- 

-220- (their bearings) on this life and the Hereafter. They ask thee concerning orphans. Say: the best 

thing to do is what is for their good; if ye mix. Their affairs with yours they are your brethren; but 

Allah knows the men who means mischief from the men who means good. And if Allah had wished. 

He could have put you into difficulties: he is indeed exalted in power, wise. 

-221- Don't marry unbelieving women (idolaters) until they believe: a slave woman who believes is 

better than unbelieving woman. Even though she allure you. Nor marry (your girls) to unbelievers 

until they believe: a man slave who believes is better than an unbeliever even though he allure you. 

Unbelievers do (but) beckon you to the Fire. But Allah beckons by His Grace to the Garden (of Bliss) 

and forgiveness, and makes His Signs clear to mankind: that they may receive admonition. 

-222- They ask thee concerning women's courses. Say: they are a hurt and a pollution, so keep away 

from women in their courses, and do not approach them until they are clean. But when they have 

purified themselves, ye may approach them in any manner, time, or place ordained for you by Allah. 

For Allah loves those who turn to him constantly and he loves those who keep themselves pure and 

clean. 

-223- Your wives are as a tilth unto you; so approach your tilth when or how ye will; but do some 

good act for your souls beforehand and fear Allah, and know that ye are to meet him (in the 

Hereafter), and give (these) good tidings to those who believes. 

-224- And make not Allah's (name) and excuse in your oaths against doing good, or acting rightly, or 

making peace between persons; for Allah is one who heareth and knoweth all things. 

-225- Allah will not call you to account for thoughtlessness in your oath, but for the intention in your 

hearts; and he is Oft-Forgiving most forbearing. 

-226- For those who take an oath for abstention from their wives, awaiting for four month is ordained; 

if then they return, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-227- But if their intention is firm for divorce, Allah heareth and knoweth all things. 

-228- Divorced women shall wait concerning themselves for three monthly periods. Nor is it lawful 

for them to hide what Allah hath created in their wombs, if they have Faith in Allah and the Last Day. 

And their husbands have the better right to take them back in that period, if they wish for 

reconciliation. And women shall have rights similar to the rights against them, according to what is 

equitable; but men have degree (of advantage) over them. And Allah is exalted in power wise. 

-229- A divorce is only permissible twice: after that, the parties should either hold together on 

equitable terms, or separate with kindness. It is not lawful for you, (men), to take back any of your gift 

(from your wives), except when both parties fear that they would be unable to keep the limits ordained 

by Allah. If ye (judges) do indeed fear that they would be unable to keep the limits ordained by Allah, 



there is no blame on either of them if she give something for her freedom. These are the limits 
ordained by Allah such persons wrong (themselves as well as others). 

-230- So if a husband divorces his wife (irrevocably), he cannot, after that, remarry her until after she 
has married another husband and he has divorced her. In that case there is no blame on either of them 
if they reunite, provided they feel that they can keep the limits ordained by Allah. Such are the limits 
ordained by Allah which he makes plain to those who understand. 

-231- When ye divorce women and they fulfil the term of their (Iddat), either take them back on 
equitable terms or set them free on equitable terms; but don't take then back to injure them, (or) to 
take undue advantage; if any one does that he wrongs his own soul. Do not treat Allah's Signs as a 
jest, but solemnly rehearse Allah's favours on you, and the fact that he sent down to you the book and 
wisdom, for your instruction. And fear Allah, and know that Allah is well acquainted with all things. 
-232- When you divorce women, and they fulfil the term of their (Iddat), do not prevent them from 
marrying their (former) husbands, if they mutually agree on equitable terms. This instruction is for all 
amongst you, who believe in Allah and the Last Day. That is (the course making for) most virtue and 
purity amongst you. And Allah knows, and ye know not. 

-233- The mothers shall give suck to their offspring for two whole years, if the father desires to 
complete the term. But he shall bear the cost of their food and clothing on equitable terms. No soul 
shall have a burden laid on it greater than it can bear. No mother shall be treated unfairly on account 
of her child, an heir shall be chargeable in the same way. If they both decide on weaning, by mutual 
consent, and after due consultation, there is no blame on them. If ye decide on a foster mother for your 
offspring, there is no blame on you, provided ye pay (the mother) what ye offered, on equitable terms. 
But fear Allah and know that Allah sees well what ye do. 

-234- If any of you die and leave widows behind, they shall wait concerning themselves four months 
and ten days: when they have fulfilled their terms, there is no blame on you if they dispose of 
themselves in a just and reasonable manner. And Allah is well acquainted with what ye do. 
-235- There is no blame on you if ye make an offer of betrothal or hold it in your hearts. Allah knows 
that ye cherish them in your hearts: but do not make a secret contract with them except that you speak 
to them in terms honourable, nor resolve on the tie of marriage till the term prescribed is fulfilled. And 
know that Allah knoweth what is in your hearts, and take heed of Him: and know that Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Forbearing. 

-236- There is no blame on you if ye divorce women before consummation or the fixation of their 
dower; but bestow on them (a suitable gift), the wealthy according to his means, and the poor 
according to his means; a gift of a reasonable amount is due from those who wish to do the right 
things. 

-237- And if ye divorce them before consummation but after the fixation of a dower for them, then the 
of the dower (is due to them), unless they remit it or (the man's half) is remitted by him in whose 
hands is the marriage tie; and the remission (of the man's half) is the nearest to righteousness. And do 
not forget liberality between yourselves. All that ye do. 

-238- Guard strictly your (habit of) Prayers, especially the middle prayer; and stand before Allah in a 
devout (frame of mind). 

-239- If ye fear (an enemy), pray on foot, or riding, (as may be most convenient), but when ye are in 
security, celebrate Allah's praises in the manner he has taught you, which ye knew not (before). 
-240- Those of you who die and leave widows should bequeath for their widows a year's maintenance 
and residence; but if they leave (the residence), there is no blame on you for what they do with 
themselves, provided it is reasonable. And Allah is exalted in power, wise. 

-241- For divorced women maintenance (should be provided) on a reasonable (scale). This is a duty 
on the righteous. 

-242- Thus doth Allah make clear his Signs to you: in order that ye may understand. 
-243- Didst thou not turn by vision to those who abandoned their homes, though they were thousands 
(in number), for fear of death? Allah said to them: die: then he restored them to life. For Allah is full 
of Bounty to mankind, but most of them are ungrateful. 
-244- Then fight in the cause of Allah, and know that Allah heareth and knoweth all things. 
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-245- Who is he that will loan to Allah a beautiful loan, which Allah will double unto his credit and 

multiply many times? it is Allah that giveth (you) want or plenty, and to him shall be your return. 

-246- Last thou not turned thy vision to the chiefs of the Children of Israel after (the time of) Moses? 

they said to a prophet (that was) among them: appoint for us a king, that we may fight in the cause of 

Allah. He said: is it not possible, if ye were commanded to fight, that ye will not fight? they said: how 

could we refuse to fight in the cause of Allah, seeing that we were turned out of our homes and our 

families? but when they were commanded to fight; they turned back, except a small band among 

them. But Allah has full knowledge of those who do wrong. 

-247- Their prophet said to them: Allah hath appointed Talut as king over you. How they said: how 

can he exercise authority over us when we are better fitted than he to exercise authority, and he is not 

even gifted, with wealth in abundance? he said: Allah hath chosen him above you, and hath gifted him 

abundantly with knowledge and bodily prowess: Allah granteth his authority to whom he pleaseth. 

Allah careth for all, and he knoweth all things. 

-248- And (further) their prophet said to them: a sign of his authority is that there shall come to you 

the ark of the Covenant, with (an assurance) therein of security from your Lord, and the relics left by 

the family of Moses and the family of Aaron, carried by angels. In this is a symbol for you if ye 

indeed have Faith. 

-249- When Talut set forth with the armies, he said: "Allah will test you at the stream: if any drinks of 

its water, he goes not with my army: only those who taste not of it go with me: a mere sip out of the 

hand is excused." But they all drank of it, except a few. When they crossed the river- he and the 

faithful ones with him, they said: "This day we cannot cope with Goliath and his forces." But those 

who were convinced that they must meet Allah, said: "How oft, by Allah's will, hath a small force 

vanquished a big one? Allah is with those who steadfastly persevere." 

-250- When they advanced to meet Goliath and his forces, they prayed: "Our Lord! pour out 

constancy on us and make our steps firm: help us against those that reject Faith." 

-251- By Allah's will, they routed them; and David slew Goliath; and Allah gave him power and 

wisdom and taught him whatever (else) he willed. And did not Allah check one set of people by 

means of another, the earth would indeed be full of mischief: but Allah is full of Bounty to all the 

worlds. 

-252- These are the Signs of Allah: we rehearse them to thee in truth: verily thou art one of the 

Messengers. 

3rd Section (Juzu') 

-253- Those Messengers we endowed with gifts, some above others: to one of them Allah spoke; 

others He raised to degrees (of honour); to Jesus, the son of Mary, We gave Clear (Signs), and 

strengthened him with the Holy Spirit. If Allah had so willed, succeeding generations would not have 

fought among each other, after Clear (Signs) and come to them but they (chose) to wrangle, some 

believing and others rejecting. If Allah had so willed, they would not have fought each other; but 

Allah fulfilleth His plan. 

-254- O ye who believe! spend out of (the bounties) we have provided for you, before the day comes 

when no bargaining (will avail), nor friendship nor intercession. Those who reject Faith they are the 

wrongdoers. 

-255- Allah! there is no god but He, the living, the self subsisting, eternal. No slumber can seize him 

nor heavens and on earth. Who is there can intercede in his presence except as he permitteth? he 

knoweth what (appeareth to his creatures as) before or after or behind them. Nor shall they compass 

aught of his knowledge except as he willeth. His throne doth extend over the heavens and the earth, 

and he feeleth no fatigue in guarding and preserving them for he is the most high, the supreme (in 

glory). 

-256- Let there be no compulsion in religion: truth stands out clear from error: whoever rejects evil 

and believes in Allah hath grasped the most trustworthy hand hold, never breaks. And Allah heareth 

and knoweth all things. 



-257- Allah is the protector of those who have Faith: from the depths of darkness he will lead them 

forth into light. Of those who reject Faith the patrons are the evil ones: from light they will lead them 

froth into the depths of darkness. They will be companions of the fire, to dwell therein (forever). 

-258- Fast thou not turned thy vision to one who disputed with Abraham about his Lord, because 

Allah had granted him power? Abraham said: my Lord is He Who giveth life and death. He said: I 

give life and death. Said Abraham: but it is Allah that causeth the sun to rise from the east: do thou 

then cause him to rise from the west. Thus was he confounded who (in arrogance) rejected Faith. Nor 

doth Allah give guidance to a people unjust. 

-259- Or (take) the similitude of one who passed by a hamlet, all in ruins to its roofs. He said: oh! how 

shall Allah bring it (ever) to life, after (this) its death? but Allah caused him to die for a hundred years, 

then raised him up (again). He said: how long didst thou tarry (thus)? he said: (perhaps) a day or part 

of a day. He said: nay, thou hast tarried thus a hundred years; but look at thy food and thy drink; they 

show no Signs of age; and look at thy donkey: and that we may make of the e a sign unto the people, 

look further at the bones, how we bring them together and clothe them with flesh. When this was 

shown clearly to him, he said: I know that Allah hath power over all things. 

-260- Behold! Abraham said: my Lord! show me how thou givest life to the dead. He said: dost thou 

not then believe? he said: yea! but to satisfy my own understanding. He said: take four birds; tame 

them to turn to thee; but a portion of them on every hill, and call to them: they will come to thee 

(flying) with speed. Then know that Allah is exalted in power, wise. 

-261- The parable of those who spend their substance in the way of Allah is that of a grain of corn: it 

groweth seven ears, and each ear hath a hundred grains. Allah giveth manifold increase to whom he 

pleaseth: and Allah careth for all and he knoweth all things. 

-262- Those who spend their substance in the cause of Allah, and follow not up their gifts with 

reminders of their generosity or with injury, for them their reward is with their Lord: on them shall be 

no fear, nor shall they grieve. 

-263- Kind words and the covering of faults are better than Charity followed by injury. Allah is free of 

all wants, and he is most forbearing. 

-264- O ye who believe! cancel not your Charity by reminders of your generosity or by injury, like 

those who spend their substance to be seen of men, but believe neither in Allah nor in the Last Day. 

They are in parable like a hard, barren rock, on which is a little soil: on it falls heavy rain, which 

leaves it (just) a bare stone. They will be able to do nothing with aught they have earned. And Allah 

guideth not those who reject Faith. 

-265- And the likeness of those who spend their substance, seeking to please Allah and to strengthen 

their souls, is as a garden, high and fertile; heavy rain falls on it but makes it yield a double increase of 

harvest, and if it receives not heavy rain, light moisture sufficeth it. Allah seeth well whatever ye do. 

-266- Does any of you wish that he should have a garden with date palms and vines and streams 

flowing underneath, and all kinds of fruit, while he is stricken with old age, and his children are not 

strong (enough to look after themselves)- that it should be caught in a whirlwind, with fire therein, and 

be burnt up? Thus doth Allah make clear to you (His) Signs; that ye may consider. 

-267- O ye who believe! give of the good things which ye have (honourably) earned, and of the fruits 

of the earth which we have produced for you, and do not even aim at getting anything which is bad, in 

order that out of it ye may give away something, w hen ye yourselves would not receive it except with 

closed eyes. And know that Allah is free of all wants, and worthy of all praise. 

-268- The evil one threatens you with poverty and bids you to conduct unseemly. Allah promiseth you 

his forgiveness and bounties. And Allah careth for all and he knoweth all things. 

-269- He granteth wisdom to whom he pleaseth; and he to whom wisdom is granted receiveth indeed a 

benefit overflowing; but none will grasp the message but men of understanding. 

-270- And whatever ye spend in Charity or devotion, be sure Allah knows it all. But the wrongdoers 

have no helpers. 

-271- If ye disclose (acts of) Charity, even so it is well, but if ye conceal them, and make them reach 

those (really) in need, that is best for you: it will remove from you some of your (stains of) evil. And 

Allah is well acquainted with what ye do. 
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-272- It is not required of thee (O Messenger), to set them on the right path, but Allah sets on the right 

path whom He pleaseth. Whatever of good ye give benefits your own souls, and ye shall only do so 

seeking the "Face" of Allah. Whatever good ye give, shall be rendered back to you, and ye shall not be 

dealt with unjustly. 

-273- (Charity is) for those in need who, in Allah's cause are restricted (from travel), and cannot move 

about in the land, seeking (for trade or work): the ignorant man thinks, because of their modesty, that 

they are free from want. Thou shalt. Know them by their (unfailing) mark: they beg not importunately 

from all and sundry. And whatever of good ye give, be assured Allah knoweth it well. 

-274- Those who (in Charity) spend of their goods by night and by day, in secret and in public, have 

their reward with their Lord: on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. 

-275- Those who devour usury will not stand except as stands one whom the evil one by his touch 

hath driven to madness. That is because they say: trade is like usury, but Allah hath permitted trade 

and forbidden usury. Those who after receiving direction from their Lord, desist, shall be pardoned for 

the past; their case is for Allah (to judge); but those who repeat (the offence) are companions of the 

fire: they will abide therein (forever). 

-276- Allah will deprive usury of all blessing, but will give increase for he loveth not creatures 

ungrateful and wicked. 

-277- Those who believe, and do deeds of righteousness, and establish regular Prayers and regular 

Charity, will have their reward with their Lord: on them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. 

-278- O ye who believe! fear Allah, and give up what remains of your demand for usury, if ye are 

indeed Believers. 

-279- If ye do it not, take notice of war from Allah and His Messenger: but if ye turn back, ye shall 

have your capital sums; deal not unjustly, and ye shall not be dealt with unjustly. 

-280- If the debtor is in a difficulty, grant him them till it is easy for him to repay. But if ye remit it by 

way of Charity, that is best for you if ye only knew. 

-281- And fear the day when ye shall be brought back to Allah. Then shall every soul be paid what it 

earned, and none shall be dealt with unjustly. 

-282- O ye who believe! when ye deal with each other, in transactions involving future obligations in 

a fixed period of time, reduce them to writing let a scribe write down faithfully as between the parties: 

let not the scribe refuse to write: as Allah h as taught him, so let him write. Let him who incurs the 

liability dictate, but let him fear his Lord Allah, and not diminish aught of what he owes. If the party 

liable is mentally deficient, or weak, or unable himself to dictate, let his guardian dictate faithfully. 

And get two witnesses, out of your own men, and if there are not two men, then a man and two 

women, such as ye choose, for witnesses, so that if one of them errs, the other can remind her. The 

witnesses should not refuse when they are called on (for evidence). Disdain not to reduce to writing 

(your contract) for a future period, whether it be small or big: it is juster in the sight of Allah, more 

suitable as evidence, and more convenient to prevent doubts among yourselves but if it be a 

transaction which ye carry out on the spot among yourselves, there is no blame on you if ye reduce it 

not to writing. But take witnesses whenever ye make a commercial contract; and let neither scribe nor 

witness suffer harm. If ye do (such harm), it would be wickedness in you. So fear Allah; for it is Allah 

that teaches you. And Allah is well acquainted with all things. 

-283- If ye are on a journey, and cannot find a scribe, a pledge with possession (may serve the 

purpose). And if one of you deposits a thing on trust with another, let the trustee (faithfully) discharge 

his trust, and let him fear his Lord. Conceal no t evidence; for whoever conceals it, his heart is tainted 

with sin. And Allah knoweth all that ye do. 

-284- To Allah belongeth all that is in the heavens and on earth. Whether ye show what is in your 

minds or conceal it, Allah calleth you to account for it. He forgiveth whom he pleaseth, and punisheth 

whom he pleaseth. For Allah hath power over all things. 

-285- The Messenger believeth in what hath been revealed to him from his Lord, as do the men of 

Faith. Each one (of them) believeth in Allah, His angels, His books, and His Messengers. "We make 

no distinction (they say) between one and another of His Messengers." And they say: "We hear, and 

we obey: (we seek) Thy forgiveness, our Lord, and to Thee is the end of all journeys." 
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-286- On no soul doth Allah place a burden greater than it can bear. It gets every good that it earns, 
and it suffers every ill that it earns, (pray:) our Lord! condemn us not if we forget or fall into error; our 
Lord! lay not on us a burden like that which thou didst lay on those before us; our Lord! lay not on us 
a burden greater than we have strength to bear. Blot out our sins, and grant us forgiveness. Have 
mercy on us. Thou art our protector; help us against those who stand against Faith. 



SURAH 3: AL IMRAN (The Family of Imran). 

-1- Alif Lam Mim 

-2- Allah there is no god but He, the living, the self subsisting, eternal. 

-3- It is He Who sent down to thee (step by step), in truth, the book, confirming what went before it; 

and he sent down the law (of Moses) and the gospel (of Jesus) before this, as a guide to mankind, and 

he sent down the criterion (of judgment between right and wrong). 

-4- Then those who reject Faith in the Signs of Allah will suffer the severest penalty, and Allah is 

exalted in might, Lord of retribution. 

-5- From Allah, verily nothing is hidden on earth or in the heavens. 

-6- He it is who shapes you in the wombs as he pleases. There is no god but He, the exalted in might, 

the wise. 

-7- He it is who has sent down to thee the book: in it are verses basic or fundamental (of established 

meaning); they are the foundation of the book: others are allegorical. But those in whose hearts is 

perversity follow the part thereof that is allegorical, seeking discord, and searching for its hidden 

meanings, but no one knows its hidden meanings except go. And those who are firmly grounded in 

knowledge say: we believe in the book; the whole of it is from our Lord: and none will grasp the 

message except men of understanding. 

-8- Our Lord (they say), let not our hearts deviate now after thou hast guided us, but grant us mercy 

from thine own presence; for thou art the grantor of bounties without measure. 

-9- Our Lord thou art he that will gather mankind together against a day about which there is no 

doubt; for Allah never fails in his promise. 

-10- Those who reject Faith, neither their possessions nor their (numerous) progeny will avail them 

aught against Allah: they are themselves but fuel for the fire. 

-11- (their plight will be) no better than that of the people of pharaoh, and their predecessors: they 

denied our Signs, and Allah called them to account for their sins. For Allah is strict in punishment. 

-12- Say to those who reject Faith: soon will ye be vanquished and gathered together to Hell, an evil 

bed indeed (to lie on) 

-13- There has already been for you a sign in the two armies that met (in combat): one was fighting in 

the cause of Allah, the other resisting Allah; these saw with their own eyes twice their number. But 

Allah doth support with his aid whom he pleaseth in this is a warning for such as have eyes to see. 

-14- Fair in the eyes of men is the love of things they covet: women and sons; heaped up hoards of 

gold and silver; horses branded (for blood and excellence); and (wealth of) cattle and well tilled land. 

Such are the possessions of this world's life; but in nearness to Allah is the best of the goals (to return 

to). 

-15- Say: Shall I give you glad tidings of things far better than those? For the righteous are Gardens in 

nearness to their Lord, with rivers flowing beneath; therein is their eternal home; with Companions 

pure (and holy); and the good pleasure of Allah. For in Allah's sight are (all) His servants- 

-16- (Namely), those who say: "Our Lord! we have indeed believed: forgive us, then, our sins, and 

save us from the agony of the Fire"- 

-17- Those who show patience, firmness and self-control; who are true (in word and deed); who 

worship devoutly; who spend (in the way of Allah); and who pray for forgiveness in the early hours of 

the morning. 

-18- There is no god but He: that is the witness of Allah, his angels, and those endued with 

knowledge, standing firm on justice. There is no god but He, the exalted in power, the wise. 
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-19- The religion before Allah is Islam (submission to his will): nor did the People of the Book dissent 

therefrom except through envy of each other, after knowledge had come to them. But if any deny the 

Signs of. Allah, Allah is swift in calling to account. 

-20- So if they dispute with thee, say: I have submitted my whole self to Allah and so have those who 

follow me. And say to the People of the Book and to those who are unlearned: do ye (also) submit 

yourselves? if they do, they are in right guidance, but if they turn back, thy duty is to convey the 

message; and in Allah's sight are (all) his servants. 

-21- As to those who deny the Signs of Allah, and in defiance of right, slay the prophets, and slay 

those who teach just dealing with mankind, announce to them a grievous penalty. 

-22- They are those whose works will bear no fruit in this world and in the Hereafter, nor will they 

have anyone to help. 

-23- Hast thou not turned thy vision to those who have been given a portion of the book? they are 

invited to the book of Allah, to settle their dispute, but a party of them turn back and decline (the 

arbitration). 

-24- This because they say: the fire shall not touch us but for a few numbered days: for their forgeries 

deceive them as to their own religion. 

-25- But how (will they fare) when we gather them together against a day about which there is no 

doubt, and each soul will be paid out just what it has earned, without (favour or) injustice? 

-26- Say: "O Allah! Lord of Power (and Rule), Thou givest Power to whom Thou pleasest, and Thou 

strippest off Power from whom Thou pleasest: Thou enduest with honour whom Thou pleasest, and 

Thou bringest low whom Thou pleasest: In Thy hand is all Good. Verily, over all things thou hast 

power. 

-27- "Thou causest the Night to gain on the day, and thou causest the day to gain on the night; thou 

bringest the living out of the dead, and thou bringest the dead out of the living; and thou givest 

sustenance to whom thou pleasest, without measure. 

-28- Let not the Believers take for friends or helpers Unbelievers rather than Believers: if any do that, 

in nothing will there be help from Allah: except by way of precaution, that ye may guard yourselves 

from them. But Allah cautions you (to remember) himself; for the final goal is to Allah. 

-29- Say: whether ye hide what is in your hearts or reveal it, Allah knows it all: he knows what is in 

the heavens, and what is on earth. And Allah has power over all things. 

-30- On the day when every soul will be confronted with all the good it has done, it will wish there 

where a great distance between it and its evil. But Allah caution you (to remember) himself. And 

Allah is full of kindness to those that serve him. 

-31- Say: "If ye do love Allah, follow me: Allah will love you and forgive you your sins; for Allah is 

Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-32- Say: "Obey Allah and His Messenger": but if they turn back, Allah loveth not those who reject 

Faith. 

-33- Allah did choose Adam and Noah, the family of Abraham, and the family of Imran above all 

people, 

-34- Offspring, one of the other: and Allah heareth and knoweth all things. 

-35- Behold a woman of Imran said: O my Lord I do dedicate unto thee what is in my womb for thy 

special service: so accept this of me: for thou hearest and knowest all things. 

-36- When she was delivered, she said: O my Lord behold I am delivered of a female child and Allah 

knew best what she brought forth and nowise is the male like the female. I have named her Mary, and 

I commend her and her offspring to thy protection from the evil one, the rejected. 

-37- Right graciously did her Lord accept her: he made her grow in purity and beauty: to the care of 

Zakariya was she assigned. Every time that he entered (her) chamber to see her, he found her supplied 

with sustenance. He said: O Mary whence (comes) this to you? she said: from Allah: for Allah 

provides sustenance to whom he pleases, without measure. 

-38- There did Zakariya pray to his Lord, grant unto me from thee a progeny that is pure: for thou art 

he that heareth prayer 



-39- While he was standing in prayer in the chamber, the angels called unto him: Allah doth give thee 

glad tidings of Yahya, witnessing the truth of a word from Allah, and (be besides) noble, chaste, and a 

prophet, of the (goodly) company of the righteous. 

-40- He said: O my Lord how shall I have a son, seeing I am very old, and my wife is barren? thus, 

was the answer, doth Allah accomplish what he willeth. 

-41- He said: O my Lord give me a sign thy sign, was the answer, shall be that thou shalt speak to no 

man for three days but with signals. Then celebrate the praises of thy Lord again and again, and 

glorify him in the evening and in the morning. 

-42- Behold the angels said: O Mary Allah hath chosen thee and purified thee chosen thee above the 

women of all nations. 

-43- O Mary worship thy Lord devoutly: prostrate thyself, and bow down (in prayer) with those who 

bow down. 

-44- This is part of the tidings of the things unseen, which We reveal unto thee (O Prophet) by 

inspiration: thou wast not with them when they cast lots with arrows, as to which of them should be 

charged with the care of Mary: nor wast thou with them when they disputed (the point). 

-45- Behold! the angels said: "O Mary! Allah giveth thee glad tidings of a Word from Him: his name 

will be Christ Jesus, the son of Mary, held in honour in this world and the Hereafter and of (the 

company of) those nearest to Allah; 

-46- He shall speak to the people in childhood and in maturity. And he shall be (of the company) of 

the righteous. 

-47- She said: "O my Lord! how shall I have a son when no man hath touched me?" He said: "Even 

so: Allah createth what He willeth: when He hath decreed a Plan, He but saith to it, 'Be', and it is! 

-48- "And Allah will teach him the book and wisdom, the law and the gospel, 

-49- "And (appoint him) a messenger to the Children of Israel, (with this message): I have come to 

you, with a sign from your Lord, in that I make for you out of clay, as it were, the figure of a bird, and 

breathe into it, and it becomes a bird by Allah's leave: and I heal those born blind, and the lepers, and I 

quicken the dead, by Allah's leave; and I declare to you what ye eat, and what ye store in your houses. 

Surely therein is a Sign for you if ye did believe; 

-50- " '(I have come to you), to attest the law which was before me. And to make lawful to you part of 

what was (before) forbidden to you; I have come to you with a Sign from your Lord. So fear Allah, 

and obey me.' " 

-51-" 'It is Allah who is my Lord and your Lord; then worship Him. This is a way that is straight.' " 

-52- When Jesus found unbelief on their part he said: who will be my helpers to (the work of) Allah? 

said the disciples: we are Allah's helpers: we believe in Allah, and do thou bear witness that we are 

Muslims. 

-53- "Our Lord! we believe in what Thou hast revealed, and we follow the Messenger; then write us 

down among those who bear witness." 

-54- And (the Unbelievers) plotted and planned, and Allah too planned, and the best of planners is 

Allah. 

-55- Behold Allah said: O Jesus I will take thee and raise thee to myself and clear thee (of the 

falsehoods) of those who blaspheme; I will make those who follow thee superior to those who reject 

Faith, to the day of resurrection: then shall ye all return unto me, and I will judge between you of the 

matters wherein ye dispute. 

-56- As to those who reject Faith, I will punish them with terrible agony in this world and in the 

Hereafter, nor will they have anyone to help. 

-57- As to those who believe and work righteousness, Allah will pay them (in full) their reward; but 

Allah loveth not those who do wrong. 

-58- This is what we rehearse unto thee of the Signs and the message of wisdom. 

-59- The similitude of Jesus before Allah is as that of Adam; he created him from dust, then said to 

him: Be: and he was. 

-60- The truth (comes) from Allah alone; so be not of those who doubt. 



-61- If any one disputes in this matter with thee, now after (full) knowledge hath come to thee, say: 

come let us gather together, our sons and your sons, our women and your women, ourselves and 

yourselves: then let us earnestly pray, and invoke the curse of Allah on those who lie! 

-62- This is the true account: there is no god except Allah he is indeed the exalted in power, the wise. 

-63- But if they turn back, Allah hath full knowledge of those who do mischief. 

-64- Say: O People of the Book come to common terms as between us and you: that we worship none 

but Allah; that we associate no partners with him; that we erect not, from among ourselves, lords and 

patrons other than Allah. If then they turn back, say ye: bear witness that we (at last) are Muslims 

(bowing to Allah's will) 

-65- Ye People of the Book why dispute ye about Abraham, when the law and the Gospel were not 

revealed till after him? have you understanding? 

-66- Ah ye are those who fell to disputing (even) in matters of which ye had some knowledge but why 

dispute ye in matters of which ye have no knowledge? it is Allah who knows, and ye who know not 

-67- Abraham was not a Jew nor yet a Christian; but he was true in Faith, and bowed his will to 

Allah's, (which is Islam), and he joined not gods with Allah. 

-68- Without doubt, among men, the nearest of kin to Abraham, are those who follow him, as are also 

this Prophet and those who believe: and Allah is the Protector of those who have Faith. 

-69- It is the wish of a section of the People of the Book to lead you astray but they shall lead astray 

(not you), but themselves, and they do not perceive 

-70- Ye People of the Book why reject ye the Signs of Allah, of which ye are (yourselves) witnesses? 

-71- Ye People of the Book why do ye clothe truth with falsehood, and conceal the truth, while ye 

have knowledge? 

-72- A section of the People of the Book say: believe in the morning what is revealed to the Believers, 

but reject it at the end of the day; perchance they may (themselves) turn back; 

-73- And believe no one unless he follows your religion. Say: turn guidance is the guidance of Allah: 

(fear ye) lest a revelation be sent to someone (else) like unto that which was sent unto you? or that 

those (receiving such revelation) should engage you in argument before your Lord? say: all bounties 

are in the hand of Allah: he granteth them to whom he pleaseth: and Allah careth for all, and he 

knoweth all things. 

-74- For his mercy he specially chooseth whom he pleaseth; for Allah is the Lord of bounties 

unbounded. 

-75- Among the People of the Book are some who, if entrusted with a hoard of gold, will (readily) pay 

it back; others, who, if entrusted with a single silver coin, will not repay it unless thou constantly 

stoodest demanding, because, they say, there is no call on us (to keep Faith) with these ignorant 

(pagans). But they tell a lie against Allah, and (well) they know it. 

-76- Nay. Those that keep their plighted Faith and act aright, verily Allah loves those who act aright. 

-77- As for those who sell the Faith they own to Allah and their own plighted word for a small price, 

they shall have no portion in the Hereafter: nor will Allah (deign to) speak to them or look at them on 

the day of judgment, nor will he cleanse them (of sin): they shall have a grievous penalty. 

-78- There is among them a section who distort the book with their tongues: (as they read) you would 

think it is a part of the book, but it is no part of the book; and they say, that is from Allah, but it is not 

from Allah: it is they who tell a lie against Allah, and (well) they know it 

-79- It is not (possible) that a man, to whom is given the book, and wisdom, and the prophetic office, 

should say to people: be ye my worshippers rather than Allah's: on the contrary (he would say) be ye 

worshippers of Him Who is truly the Cherisher of all: for ye have taught the book and ye have studied 

it earnestly. 

-80- Nor would he instruct you to take angels and prophets for lords and patrons. What would he bid 

you to unbelief after ye have bowed after ye have bowed your will (to Allah in Islam)? 

-81- Behold! Allah took the covenant of the Prophets, saying: "I give you a Book and Wisdom; then 

comes to you a Messenger, confirming what is with you; do ye believe in him and render him help." 

Allah said: "Do ye agree, and take this my Covenant as binding on you?" They said: "We agree." He 

said: "Then bear witness, and I am with you among the witnesses." 
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-82- If any turn back after this, they are perverted transgressors. 

-83- Do they seek for other than the religion of Allah? while all creatures in the heavens and on earth 

have, willing or unwilling, bowed to his will (accepted Islam), and to him shall they all be brought 

back. 

-84- Say: we believe in Allah, and in what has been revealed to us and what was revealed to Abraham. 

Isma'il; Isaac, Jacob, and the tribes, and in (the books) given to Moses, Jesus, and the prophets, from 

their Lord: we make no distinction between on and another among them, and to Allah do we bow our 

will (in Islam). 

-85- If anyone desires a religion other than Islam (submission to Allah), never will it be accepted of 

him; and in the Hereafter he will be in the ranks of those who have lost (all spiritual good). 

-86- How shall Allah guide those who reject Faith after they accepted it and bore witness that the 

Messenger was true and that Clear Signs had come unto them? But Allah guides not a people unjust. 

-87- Of such the reward is that on them (rests) the curse of Allah, of his angels, and of all mankind; 

-88- In that will they dwell; nor will their penalty be lightened, nor respite be their (lot); 

-89- Except for those that repent (even) after that, and make amends; for verily Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 

Most Merciful. 

-90- But those who reject Faith after they accepted it, and then go on adding to their defiance of Faith, 

never will their repentance be accepted; for they are those who have (of set purpose) gone astray. 

-91- As to those who reject Faith, and die rejecting, never would be accepted from any such as much 

gold as the earth contains, though they should offer it for ransom. For such is (in store) a penalty 

grievous, and they will find no helpers. 

4th Section (Juzu') 

-92- By no means shall ye attain righteousness unless ye give (freely) of that which ye love; and 

whatever ye give, of a truth Allah knoweth it well. 

-93- All food was lawful to the Children of Israel, except what Israel made unlawful for itself, before 

the law (of Moses) was revealed. Say: bring ye the law and study it, if ye men of truth. 

-94- If any, after this, invent a lie and attribute it to Allah, they are indeed unjust wrongdoers. 

-95- Say: Allah speaketh the truth: follow the religion of Abraham, the sane in Faith; he was not of the 

pagans. 

-96- The first house (of worship) appointed for men was that at Bakka: full of blessing and of 

guidance for all kinds of beings: 

-97- In it are Signs manifest; (for example), the station of Abraham; whoever enters it attains security; 

pilgrimage thereto is a duty men owe to Allah, those who can afford the journey; but if any deny 

Faith, Allah stands not in need of any of his creatures. 

-98- Say: O People of the Book why reject ye the Signs of Allah, when Allah is himself witness to all 

ye do? 

-99- Say: O ye People of the Book why obstruct ye those who believe, from the path of Allah, seeking 

to make it crooked, while ye were yourselves witnesses (to Allah's Covenant)? but Allah is not 

unmindful of all that ye do. 

-100- O ye who believe if ye listen to a faction among the People of the Book, they would (indeed) 

render you apostates after ye have believed! 

-101- And how would ye deny Faith while unto you are rehearsed the Signs of Allah, and among you 

lives the Messenger? Whoever holds firmly to Allah will be shown a Way that is straight. 

-102- O ye who believe fear Allah as He should be feared, and die not except in a state of Islam. 

-103- And hold fast, all together, by the rope which Allah (stretches out for you), and be not divided 

among yourselves; and remember with gratitude Allah's favour on you; for ye were enemies and he 

joined your hearts in love, so that by his Grace, ye became brethren; and ye were on the brink of the 

pit of fire, and he saved you from it. Thus doth Allah make his Signs clear to you: that ye may be 

guided. 

-104- Let there arise out of you a band of people inviting to all that is good, enjoining what is right, 

and forbidding what is wrong: they are the ones to attain felicity. 



-105- Be not like those who are divided amongst themselves and fall into disputation after receiving 

Clear Signs: for them is a dreadful penalty, 

-106- On the day when some faces will be (lit up with) white, and some faces will be (in the gloom of) 

black: to those whose faces will be black, (will be said): did you reject Faith after accepting it? taste 

then the penalty for rejecting Faith, 

-107- But those whose faces will be (lit with) white, they will be in (the light of) Allah's mercy: 

therein to dwell (forever). 

-108- These are the Signs of Allah: we rehearse them to thee in truth: and Allah means no injustice to 

any of his creatures. 

-109- To Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and no earth: to him do all questions go back (for 

decision). 

-110- Ye are the best of peoples, evolved for mankind. Enjoining what is right, forbidding what is 

wrong, and believing in Allah. If only the People of the Book had Faith: it were best for them: among 

them are some who have Faith, but most of them are perverted transgressors. 

-Ill- They will do you know harm, barring a trifling annoyance; if they come out to fight you, they 

will show you their backs, and no help shall they get. 

-112- Shame is pitched over them (like a tent) wherever they are found, except when under a 

convenient (of protection) from Allah and from men; they draw on themselves wrath from Allah, and 

pitched over them is (the tent of) destitution. This because they rejected the Signs of Allah, and slew 

the prophets in defiance of right; this because they rebelled and transgressed beyond bounds. 

-113- Not all of them are alike: of the People of the Book are a portion that stand (for the right); they 

rehearse the Signs of Allah all night long, and they prostrate themselves in adoration 

-114- They believe in Allah and the Last Day; they enjoin what is right, and forbid what is wrong; and 

they hasten (in emulation) in (all) good works: they are in the ranks of the righteous 

-115- Of the Allah that they do, nothing will be rejected of them; for Allah knoweth well those that do 

right. 

-116- Those who reject Faith, neither their possessions nor their (numerous) progeny will avail them 

aught against Allah: they will be companions of the fire, dwelling therein (forever). 

-117- What they spend in the life of this (material) world may be likened to a wind which brings a 

nipping frost: it strikes and destroys the harvest of men who have wronged their own souls: it is not 

Allah that hath wronged them, but they wronged themselves. 

-1 18- Ye who believe take not into your intimacy those outside your ranks: they will not fail to corrupt 

you. They only desire your ruin: rank hatred has already appeared from your mouths: what their hearts 

conceal is far worse. We have made plain to you the Signs, if ye have wisdom. 

-119- Ah you are those who love them, but they love you not, though ye believe in the whole of the 

book, when they meet you, they say, we believe: but when they are alone, they bite off the very tips of 

their fingers at you in their rage: Allah knoweth well all the secret of the heart. 

-120- If ought that is good befalls you, it grieves them; but if some misfortune overtakes you, they 

rejoice at it. But if ye are constant and do right, not the least harm will their cunning do to you; for 

Allah compasseth round about all that they do. 

-121- Remember that morning thou didst leave thy household (early) to post the faithful at their 

stations for battle: and Allah heareth and knoweth all things: 

-122- Remember two of your parties meditated cowardice; but Allah was their protector, and in Allah 

should the faithful (ever) put their trust. 

-123- Allah had helped you at Badr, when you were a contemptible little force; then fear Allah; thus 

may ye show your gratitude. 

-124- Remember thou saidst to the faithful: is it not enough for you that Allah should help you with 

three thousand angels (specially) sent down? 

-125- Yea, if ye remain firm, and act aright, even if the enemy should rush here on you in hot haste, 

your Lord would help you with five thousand angels making a terrific onslaught. 

-126- Allah made it but a message of hope for you, and an assurance to your hearts: (in any case) there 

is no help except from Allah, the exalted, the wise: 
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-127- That he might cut off a fringe of the Unbelievers or expose them to infamy, and they should 

then be turned back, frustrated of their purpose. 

-128- Not for thee, (but for Allah), is the decision: whether he turn is mercy to them, or punish them; 

for they are indeed wrongdoers. 

-129- To Allah belongeth all that is in the heavens and on earth. He forgiveth whom he pleaseth and 

punisheth whom he pleaseth; but Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-130- O ye who believe devour not usury, doubled and multiplied; but fear Allah; that ye may (really) 

prosper. 

-131- Fear the fire, which is prepared for those who reject Faith: 

-132- And obey Allah and the Messenger; that ye may obtain mercy. 

-133- Be quick in the race for forgiveness from your Lord, and for a Garden whose width is that (of 

the whole) of the heavens and of earth, prepared for the righteous- 

-134- Those who spend (freely), whether in prosperity, or in adversity; who restrain anger, and pardon 

(all) men; for Allah loves those who do good; 

-135- And those who, having done something to be ashamed of, or wronged their own souls, and ask 

for forgiveness for their sins, and who can forgive sins except Allah? and are never obstinate in 

persisting knowingly in (the wrong) they have done 

-136- For such the reward is forgiveness from their Lord, and Gardens with rivers flowing underneath- 

an eternal dwelling: how excellent a recompense for those who work (and strive)! 

-137- Many were the ways of life that have passed away before you: travel though the earth, and see 

what was the end of those who rejected Truth. 

-138- Here is plain statement to men, a guidance and instruction to those who fear Allah! 

-139- So lose not heart, nor fall into despair: for ye must gain mastery if ye are true in Faith. 

-140- If a wound hath touched you, be sure a similar wound hath touched the others. Such days (of 

varying fortunes) we give to men and men by turns: that Allah may know those that believe, and that 

he may take to himself from your ranks martyr witnesses (to truth). And Allah loveth not those that do 

wrong. 

-141- Allah's object also is to purge those that are true in Faith and to deprive of blessing those that 

resist Faith. 

-142- Did ye think that ye would enter heaven without Allah testing those of you who fought hard (in 

his cause) and remained steadfast? 

-143- Ye did indeed wish for death before ye met him: now ye have seen him with your own eyes, 

(and ye flinch) 

-144- Muhammad is no more than a Messenger: many were the Messengers that passed away before 

him. If he died or were slain, will ye then turn back on your heels? If any did turn back on his heels, 

not the least harm will he do to Allah; but Allah (on the other hand) will swiftly reward those who 

(serve him) with gratitude. 

-145- Nor can a soul die except by Allah's leave, the term being fixed as by writing. If any do desire a 

reward in this life, we shall give it to him; and if any do desire a reward in the Hereafter, we shall give 

it to him. And swiftly shall we reward those that (serve us with) gratitude. 

-146- How many of the prophets fought (in Allah's way), and with them (fought) large bands of 

goodly men? but they never lost heart if they met with disaster in Allah's way, nor did they weaken (in 

will) nor give in. And Allah loves those who are firm and steadfast. 

-147- All that they said was: our Lord forgive us our sins and anything we may have done that 

transgressed our duty: establish our feet firmly, and help us against those that resist Faith. 

-148- And Allah gave them a reward in this world, and the excellent reward of the Hereafter. For 

Allah loveth those who do good. 

-149-0 ye who believe if ye obey the Unbelievers, they will drive you back on your heels, and ye will 

turn back (from Faith) to your own loss. 

-150- Nay, Allah is your protector, and he is the best of helpers. 



-151- Soon shall we cast terror into the hearts of the Unbelievers, for that they joined companions with 
Allah, for which he had sent no authority: their abode will be the fire: end evil is the home of the 
wrongdoers 

-152- Allah did indeed fulfil his promise to you when ye with his permission were about to annihilate 
your enemy, until ye flinched and fell to disputing about the order, and disobeyed it after he brought 
you in sight (of the booty) which ye covet. Among you are some that hanker after this world and some 
that desire the Hereafter, then did he divert you from your foes in order to test you. But he forgave 
you: for Allah is full of Grace to those who believe. 

-153- Behold! ye were climbing up the high ground, without even casting a side glance at anyone, and 
the Messenger in your rear was calling you back. There did Allah give you one distress after another 
by way of requital, to teach you not to grieve for (the booty) that had escaped you and for (the ill) that 
had befallen you. For Allah is well aware of all that ye do. 

-154- After (the excitement) of the distress, he sent down calm on a band of you overcome with 
slumber, while another band was stirred to anxiety by their own feelings, moved by wrong suspicions 
of Allah suspicions due to ignorance. They said: what affair is this of ours? say thou: indeed, this 
affair is wholly Allah's they hide in their minds what they dare not reveal to thee. They say (to 
themselves): if we had anything to do with this affair, we should not have been in the slaughter here. 
Say: even if you had remained in your homes, those for whom death was decreed would certainly 
have gone forth to the place of their death; but (all this was) that Allah might test what is in your 
breasts and purge what is in your hearts. For Allah knoweth well the secrets of your hearts. 
-155- Those of you who turned back on the day the two hosts met, it was Satan who caused them to 
fail, because of some (evil) they had done. But Allah has blotted out (their fault): for Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, most forbearing. 

-156- O ye who believe be not lick the Unbelievers, who say of their brethren, when they are 
travelling through the earth or engaged in fighting: if they had stayed with us, they would not have 
died, or been slain. This that Allah may make it a cause of sighs and regrets in their hearts. It is Allah 
that gives life and death, and Allah sees well all that ye do. 

-157- And if ye are slain, or die in the way of Allah, forgiveness and mercy from Allah are far better 
than all they could amass. 

-158- And if ye die, or are slain, lo it is unto Allah that ye are brought together. 

-159- It is part of the mercy of Allah that dost deal gently with them. Wert thou severe or harsh 
hearted, they would have broken away from about thee: so pass over (their faults), and ask for 
(Allah's) forgiveness them in affairs (of moment). Then when thou hast taken a decision, put thy trust 
in Allah. For Allah loves those who put their trust (in him). 

-160- If Allah help you, non can overcome you: if he forsakes you, who is there, after that, that can 
help you? in Allah, then, let Believers put their trust. 

-161- Do prophet could (ever) be false, he shall, on the day of judgment, restore what he 
misappropriated; then shall every soul receive its due, whatever it earned, and none shall be dealt with 
unjustly. 

-162- Is the man who follows the good pleasure of Allah like the man who draws on himself the wrath 
of Allah, and whose abode is in Hell? a woeful refuge 

-163- They are in varying grades in the sight of Allah, and Allah sees well all that they do. 
-164- Allah did confer a great favour on the Believers when he sent among them a Messenger from 
among themselves, rehearsing unto them the Signs of Allah, sanctifying them, and instructing them in 
Scripture and Wisdom, while, before that, they had been in manifest error. 

-165- What when a single disaster smites you, although ye smote (your enemies) with one twice as 
great, do ye say? whence is this? say (to them): it is from yourselves: for Allah hath power over all 
things. 

-166- What ye suffered on the day the tow armies met, was with the leave of Allah, in order that he 
might test the Believers, 

-167- And the Hypocrites also. These were told: come, fight in the way of Allah, or (at least) drive 
(the foe from your city). They said: had we known how to fight, we should certainly have followed 
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you. They were that day nearer to unbelief than to Faith, saying with their lips what was not in their 

hearts. But Allah hath full knowledge of all they conceal. 

-168- (they are) the ones that say, (of their brethren slain), while they themselves sit (at ease): if only 

they had listened to us, they would not have been slain. Say: avert death from your own selves, if ye 

speak the truth. 

-169- Think not of those who are slain in Allah's way as dead. Nay, they live, finding their sustenance 

in the presence of their Lord; 

-170- They rejoice in the Bounty provided by Allah: and with regard to those left behind, who have 

not yet joined them (in their bliss), the (martyrs) glory in the fact than on them is no fear, nor have 

they (cause to) grieve. 

-171- They glory in the Grace and the Bounty from Allah, and in the fact that Allah suffereth not the 

reward of the faithful to be lost (in the least). 

-172- Of those who answered the call of Allah and the Messenger, even after being wounded, those 

who do right and refrain from wrong have a great reward - 

-173- Men said to them: a great army is gathering against you: and frightened them: but it (only) 

increased their Faith: they said: for us Allah sufficeth, and he is the best Disposer of affairs. 

-174- And they returned with Grace and Bounty from Allah: no harm ever touched them: for they 

followed the good pleasure of Allah: and Allah is the Lord of bounties unbounded. 

-175- It is only the evil one that suggests to you the fear of his votaries: be ye not afraid of them, but 

fear me, if ye have Faith. 

-176- Let not those grieve thee who rush headlong into unbelief: not the least harm will they do to 

Allah: Allah's plan is that he will give them no portion in the Hereafter, but a severe punishment. 

-177- Those who purchase unbelief at the price of Faith, not the least harm will they do to Allah, but 

they will have a grievous punishment. 

-178- Let not the Unbelievers think that our respite to them is good for themselves: we grant them 

respite that they may grow in their iniquity: but they will have a shameful punishment. 

-179- Allah will not leave the Believers in the state in which ye are now, until He separates what is 

evil from what is good. Nor will he disclose to you the secrets of the unseen, but He chooses of His 

Messengers (for the purpose) whom He pleases. So believe in Allah and His Messengers; and if ye 

believe and do right, ye have a reward without measure. 

-180- And let not those who covetously withhold of the gifts which Allah hath given them of his 

Grace, think that it is good for them: nay, it will be the worse for them: soon shall the things which 

they covetously withheld be tied to their necks like a twisted collar, on the day of judgment. To Allah 

belongs the heritage of the heavens and the earth; and Allah is well acquainted with all that ye do. 

-181- Allah hath heard the taunt of those who say: truly, Allah is indigent and we are rich we shall 

certainly record their word and (their act) of slaying the prophets in defiance of right, and we shall 

say: that ye the penalty of the scorching fire 

-182- This is because of the (unrighteous deeds) which your hands sent on before ye: for Allah never 

harms those who serve him. 

-183- They (also) said: "Allah took our promise not to believe in a Messenger unless He showed us a 

sacrifice consumed by fire (from heaven)." Say: "There came to you Messengers before me, with 

Clear Signs and even with what ye ask for: why then did ye slay them, if ye speak the truth?" 

-184- Then if they reject thee, so were rejected messengers before thee, who came with Clear Signs, 

and the Scriptures, and the Book of Enlightenment. 

-185- Every soul shall have a taste of death: and only on the Day of Judgment shall you be paid your 

full recompense. Only he who is saved far from the Fire and admitted to the Garden will have attained 

the object (of Life): for the life of this world is but good and chattels of deception. 

-186- Ye shall certainly be tried and tested in your possessions and in your personal selves; and ye 

shall certainly hear much that will grieve you, from those who received the book before you and from 

those who worship many gods. But if ye persevere patiently, and guard against evil, then that will be a 

determining factor in all affairs. 



-187- And remember Allah took a Covenant from the People of the Book, to make it known and clear 

to mankind, and not to hide it; but they threw it away behind their backs, and purchased with it some 

miserable gain and vile was the bargain they made 

-188- Think not that those who exult in what they have brought about, and love to be praised for what 

they have not done, think not that they can escape the penalty. For them is a penalty grievous indeed. 

-189- To Allah belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth; and Allah hath power over all 

things. 

-190- Behold in the creation of the heavens and the earth, and the alternation of night and day, there 

are indeed Signs for men of understanding, 

-191- Men who celebrate the praises of Allah, standing, sitting, and lying down on their sides, and 

contemplate the (wonders of) creation in the heavens and the earth, (with the thought): our Lord not 

for naught hast thou created (all) this glory to thee give us salvation from the penalty of the fire. 

-192- Our Lord any whom thou dost admit to fire, truly thou coverest with shame, and never will 

wrongdoers find any helpers 

-193- Our Lord we have heard the call of one calling (us) to Faith, believe ye in the Lord, and we have 

believed. Our Lord forgive us our sins, blot out from us our iniquities, and take to thyself our souls in 

the company of the righteous. 

-194- "Our Lord! Grant us what Thou didst promise unto us through Thy Messengers, and save us 

from shame on the Day of Judgment; for Thou never breakest Thy promise." 

-195- And their Lord hath accepted of them, and answered them: "Never will I suffer to be lost the 

work of any of you, be he male or female: ye are members, one of another; those who have left their 

homes, or been driven out therefrom, or suffered harm in My Cause, or fought or been slain, verily, I 

will blot out from them their iniquities, and admit them into Gardens with rivers flowing beneath- a 

reward from the Presence of Allah, and from His Presence is the best of rewards." 

-196- Let not the strutting about of the Unbelievers through the land deceive thee; 

-197- Little is it for enjoyment: their ultimate abode is Hell: what an evil bed (to lie on) 

-198- On the other hand, for those who fear their Lord, are gardens, with rivers flowing beneath; 

therein are they to dwell (forever), a gift from the presence of Allah; and that which is in the presence 

of Allah is the best (bliss) for the righteous. 

-199- And there are, certainly, among the People of the Book, those who believe in Allah, in the 

revelation to you, and in the revelation to them, bowing in humility to Allah: they will not sell the 

Signs of Allah for a miserable gain for them is a reward with their Lord, and Allah is swift in account. 

-200- O ye who believe persevere in patience and constancy; vie in such perseverance; strengthen 

each other; and fear Allah; that ye may prosper. 



SURAH 4: AL NISA' (The Women). 

-1-0 mankind reverence your guardian Lord, who created you from a single person, created, of like 

nature, his mate, and from them twain scattered (like seeds) countless men and women; reverence 

Allah, through whom ye demand your mutual (rights), and (reverence) the wombs (that bore you): for 

Allah ever watches over you. 

-2- To orphans restore their property (when they reach their age), nor substitute (your) worthless 

things for (their) good ones; and devour not their substance (by mixing it up) with your own. For this 

is indeed a great sin. 

-3- If ye fear that ye shall not be able to deal justly with the orphans, marry women of your choice, 

two, or three, or four; but if ye fear that ye shall not be able to deal justly (with them). Then only one, 

or (a captive) that your right hands possess. That will be more suitable, to prevent you from doing 

injustice. 

-4- And give the women (on marriage) their dower as a free gift; but if they, of their own good 

pleasure, remit any part of it to you, take it and enjoy it with right good cheer. 
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-5- To those weak of understanding make not over your property, which Allah hath made a means of 

support for you, but feed and clothe them therewith, and speak to them words of kindness and justice. 

-6- Make trial of orphans until they reach the age of marriage; if then ye find sound judgment in them, 

release their property to them; but consume it not wastefully, nor in haste against their growing up if 

the guardian is well off, let him claim no remuneration, but if he poor, let him have for himself what is 

just and reasonable. When ye release their property to them, take witnesses in their presence: but all 

sufficient is Allah in taking account. 

-7- From what is left by parents and those nearest related there is a share for men and a share for 

women, whether the property be small or large, a determinate share. 

-8- But if at the time of division other relatives, or orphans, or poor, are present, feed them out of the 

(property), and speak to them words of kindness and justice. 

-9- Let those (disposing of an estate) have the same fear in their minds as they would have for their 

own if they had left a helpless family behind: let them fear Allah, and speak words of appropriate 

(comfort). 

-10- Those who unjustly eat up the property of orphans, eat up a fire into their own bodies: they will 

soon be enduring a blazing fire 

-11- Allah (thus) directs you as regards your children's (inheritance): to the male, a portion equal to 

that of two females: if only daughters, two or more, their share is two thirds of the inheritance; of only 

one, her share is a half. For parents, a sixth share of the inheritance to each, if no children, and the 

parents are the (only) heirs, the mother has a third; if the deceased left brothers (or sisters) the mother 

has a sixth, (the distribution in all cases is) after the payment of legacies and debts. Ye know not 

whether your parents or your children are nearest to you in benefit. These are settled portions ordained 

by Allah; and Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. 

-12- In what your wives leave, your share is a half, if they leave no child; but if they leave a child, ye 

get a fourth; after payment of legacies and debts. In what ye leave, their share is a fourth, if ye leave 

no child; but if ye leave a child, they get an eighth; after payment of legacies and debts. If the man or 

woman whose inheritance is in question, has left neither ascendants nor descendants, but has left a 

brother or a sister, each one of the two gets a sixth; but if more than two, they in a third; after payment 

of legacies and debts; so that no loss is caused (to any one). Thus is it ordained by Allah; and Allah is 

All-Knowing, most forbearing. 

-13- Those are limits set by Allah; those who obey Allah and His Messenger will be admitted to 

Gardens with rivers flowing beneath, to abide therein (forever) and that will be the supreme 

achievement. 

-14- But those who disobey Allah and His Messenger and transgress His limits will be admitted to a 

Fire, to abide therein: and they shall have a humiliating punishment. 

-15- If any of your women are guilty of lewdness, take the evidence of four (reliable) witnesses from 

amongst you against them; and if they testify, confine them to houses until death do claim them, or 

Allah ordain for them some (other) way. 

-16- If two men among you are guilty of lewdness, punish them both. If they repent and amend, leave 

them alone; for Allah is Oft-Returning, Most Merciful. 

-17- Allah accepts the repentance of those who do evil in ignorance and repent soon afterwards; to 

them will Allah turn in mercy: for Allah is full of knowledge and wisdom. 

-18- Of effect is the repentance of those who continue to do evil, until death faces one of them, and he 

says, now have I repented indeed; nor of those who die rejecting Faith: for them have we prepared a 

punishment most grievous. 

-19- O ye who believe ye are forbidden to inherit women against their will. Nor should ye treat them 

with harshness, that ye may take away part of the dower ye have given them, except where they have 

been guilty of open lewdness; on the contrary live with them on a footing of kindness and equity. If ye 

take a dislike to them it may be that ye dislike a thing, and Allah brings about through it a great deal 

of good. 

-20- But if ye decide to take one wife in place of another, even if ye had given the latter a whole 

treasure for dower, take not the least bit of it back: would ye take it by slander and a manifest wrong? 

27 



-21- And how could ye take it when ye have gone in when ye have gone in unto each other, and they 

have taken from you a solemn Covenant? 

-22- And marry not women whom your fathers married, except what is past: it was shameful and 

odious, an abominable custom indeed. 

-23- Prohibited to you (for marriage) are: your mothers, daughters, sisters; father's sisters, mother's 

sisters; brother's daughters, sister's daughters; foster mothers (who gave you suck), foster sisters; your 

wives' mothers; your step daughters under your guardianship, born of your wives to whom ye have 

gone in, no prohibition if ye have not gone in; (those who have been) wives of your sons proceeding 

from your loins; and two sisters in wedlock at one and the same time, for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful; 

5th Section (Juzu') 

-24- Also (prohibited are) women already married, except those whom your right hands possess: thus 

hath Allah ordained (prohibitions) against you: except for these, all others are lawful, provided ye 

seek (them in marriage) with gifts from your property, desiring chastity, not lust, seeing that ye derive 

benefit from them, give them their dowers (at least) as prescribed; but if, after a dower is prescribed, 

ye agree mutually (to vary it), there is no blame on you, and Allah is All-Knowing All- Wise. 

-25- If any of you have not the means wherewith to wed free believing women, they may wed 

believing girls from among those whom your right hands possess: and Allah hath full knowledge 

about your Faith. Ye are one from another: wed them with the leave of their owners, and give them 

their dowers, according to what is reasonable: they should be chaste, not lustful, nor taking paramours: 

when they are taken in wedlock, if they fall into shame, their punishment is half that for free women. 

This (permission) is for those among you who fear sin; but it is better for you that ye practise self 

restraint. And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-26- Allah doth wish to make clear to you and to show you the ordinances of those before you; and (he 

doth wish to) turn to you (in mercy): and Allah is All-Knowing, All- Wise. 

-27- Allah doth wish to turn to you, but the wish of those who follow their lusts is that ye should turn 

away (from him), far, far away. 

-28- Allah doth wish to lighten your (difficulties): for man was created weak (in flesh). 

-29- O ye who believe eat not up your property among yourselves in vanities: but let there be amongst 

you traffic and trade by mutual good will: nor kill (or destroy) yourselves: for verily Allah hath been 

to you Most Merciful 

-30- If any do that in rancour and injustice, soon shall we cast them into the fire: and easy it is for 

Allah. 

-31- If ye (but) eschew the most heinous of the things which ye are forbidden to do, we shall expel out 

of you all the evil in your, and admit you to a gate of great honour. 

-32- And in no wise covet those things in which Allah hath bestowed his gifts more freely on some of 

you than on others: to men is allotted what they earn, and to women what they earn: but ask Allah of 

his Bounty. For Allah hath full knowledge of all things. 

-33- To (benefit) every one, we have appointed sharers and heirs to property left by parents and 

relatives. To those, also, to whom your right hand was pledged, give their due portion. For truly Allah 

is witness to all things. 

-34- Men are the protectors and maintainers of women, because Allah has given the one more 

(strength) than the other, and because they support them from their means. Therefore the righteous 

women are devoutly obedient, and guard in (the husband's) absence what Allah would have them 

guard. As to those women on whose part ye fear disloyalty and ill conduct, admonish them (first), 

(next), refuse to share their beds, (and last) beat them (lightly); but if they return to obedience, seek 

not against them means (of annoyance): for Allah is most high, great (above you all). 

-35- If ye fear a breach between them twain, appoint (two) arbiters, one from his family, and the other 

from hers; if they wish for peace, Allah will cause their reconciliation: for Allah hath full knowledge, 

and is acquainted with all things. 

-36- Serve Allah, and join not any partners with Him; and do good - to parents, kinsfolk, orphans, 

those in need, neighbours who are near, neighbours who are strangers, the Companion by your side, 



the wayfarer (ye meet), and what your right hands possess; for Allah loveth not the arrogant, the 

vainglorious; 

-37- (nor) those who are niggardly or enjoin niggardliness on others, or hide the bounties which Allah 

hath bestowed on them; for we have prepared, for those who resist Faith, a punishment that steeps 

them in contempt; 

-38- Not those who spend of their substance, to be seen of men, but have no Faith in Allah and the 

Last Day: if any take the evil one for their intimate, what a dreadful intimate he is 

-39- And what burden were it on them if they had Faith in Allah and in the Last Day, and they spent 

out of what Allah hath given them for sustenance? for Allah hath full knowledge of them. 

-40- Allah is never unjust in the least degree: if there is any good (done), he doubleth it, and giveth 

from his own presence a great reward. 

-41- How then if we brought from each people a witness, and we brought thee as a witness against 

these people 

-42- On that day those who reject Faith and disobey the Messenger will wish that the earth were made 

one with them: but never will they hide a single fact from Allah! 

-43- O ye who believe! Approach not Prayers with a mind befogged, until ye can understand all that 

ye say, nor in a state of ceremonial impurity (except when travelling on the road), until after washing 

your whole body. If ye are ill, or on a journey, or one of you cometh from offices of nature, or ye have 

been in contact with women, and ye find no water, then take for yourselves clean sand or earth, and 

rub therewith your faces and hands. For Allah doth blot out sins and forgive again and again. 

-44- Last thou not turned thy vision to those who were given a portion of the book? they traffic in 

error, and wish that ye should lose the right path. 

-45- But Allah hath full knowledge of your enemies: Allah is enough for a protector, and Allah is 

enough for a helper. 

-46- Of the Jews there are those who displace words from their (right) places, and say: we hear and we 

disobey; and hear what is not heard; and Raina; with a twist of their tongues and a slander to Faith. If 

only they had said: we hear and we obey; and do look at us: it would have been better for them, and 

more proper; but Allah hath cursed them for their unbelief; and but few of them will believe. 

-47- Ye People of the Book believe in what we have (now) revealed, confirming what was (already) 

with you, before we change the face and fame of some (of you) beyond all recognition, and turn them 

hindwards, or curse them as we cursed the Sabbath breakers, for the decision of Allah must be carried 

out. 

-48- Allah forgiveth not that partners should be set up with him; but he forgiveth anything else, to 

whom he pleaseth; to set up partners with Allah is to devise a sin most heinous indeed. 

-49- Last thou not turned thy vision to those who claim sanctity for themselves? nay but Allah doth 

sanctify whom he pleaseth. But never will they fail to receive justice in the least little thing. 

-50- Behold how they invent a lie against Allah but that by itself is a manifest sin! 

-51- Last thou not turned thy vision to those who were given a portion of the book? they believe in 

sorcery and evil, and say to the Unbelievers that they are better guided in the (right) way than the 

Believers! 

-52- They are (men) whom Allah had cursed: and those whom Allah hath cursed, thou wilt find, have 

no one to help. 

-53- Have they a share in dominion or power? behold, they give not a farthing to their fellow men? 

-54- Or do they envy mankind for what Allah hath given them of his Bounty? but we had already 

given the people of Abraham the book and wisdom, and conferred upon them a great kingdom. 

-55- Some of them believed and some of them averted their faces from him: and enough is Hell for a 

burning fire. 

-56- Those who reject our Signs, we shall soon cast into the fire: as often as their skins are roasted 

through, we shall change them for fresh skins, that they may taste the penalty: for Allah is exalted in 

power, wise. 



-57- But those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, we shall soon admit to Gardens, with rivers 

flowing beneath- their eternal home: therein shall they have companions pure and holy: we shall admit 

them to shades, cool and ever deepening. 

-58- Allah doth command you to render back your trusts to those to whom they are due; and when ye 

judge between man and man, that ye judge with justice: verily how excellent is the teaching which he 

giveth you for Allah is He Who heareth and seeth all things. 

-59- O ye who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger, and those charged with authority among 

you. If ye differ in anything among yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger, if ye do believe in 

Allah and the Last Day: that is best, and most suitable for final determination. 

-60- Fast thou not turned thy vision to those who declare that they believe in the revelations that have 

come to thee and to those before thee? their (real) wish is to resort together for judgment (in their 

disputes) to the evil one, though they were ordered to reject him but Satan's wish is to lead them astray 

far away (from the right). 

-61- When it is said to them: "Come to what Allah hath revealed, and to the Messenger": thou seest 

the Hypocrites avert their faces from thee in disgust. 

-62- How then, when they are sized by misfortune, because of the deeds which their hands have sent 

forth? then they come to thee, swearing by Allah: we meant no more than good will and conciliation 

-63- Those men, Allah knows what is in their hearts; so keep clear of them, but admonish them, and 

speak to them a word to reach their very souls. 

-64- We sent not a Messenger, but to be obeyed, in accordance with the Will of Allah. If they had 

only, when they were unjust to themselves, come unto thee and asked Allah's forgiveness, and the 

Messenger had asked forgiveness for them, they would have found Allah indeed Oft-Returning, Most 

Merciful. 

-65- But no, by the Lord, they can have no (real) Faith, until they make thee judge in all disputes 

between them, and find in their souls no resistance against thy decisions, but accept them with the 

fullest conviction. 

-66- If we had ordered them to sacrifice their lives or to leave their homes, very few of them would 

have done it: but if they had done what they were (actually) told, it would have been best for them, 

and would have gone farthest to strengthen their (Faith) 

-67- And we should then have given them from our presence a great reward; 

-68- And we should have shown them the straight way. 

-69- All who obey Allah and the Messenger are in the Company of those on whom is the Grace of 

Allah, of the Prophets (who teach), the Sincere (lovers of Truth), the Witnesses (who testify), and the 

Righteous (who do good): ah! what a beautiful Fellowship! 

-70- Such is the Bounty from Allah: and sufficient is it that Allah knoweth all. 

-71- Ye who believe take your precautions, and either go forth in parties or go forth all together. 

-72- There are certainly among you men who would tarry behind: if a misfortune befalls you, they 

say: Allah did favour us in that we were not present among them. 

-73- But if good fortune comes to you from Allah, they would be sure to say as if there had never been 

ties of affection between you and them oh I wish I had been with them; a fine thing should I then have 

made of it 

-74- Let those fight in the cause of Allah who sell the life of this world for the Hereafter. To him who 

fighteth in the cause of Allah, whether he is slain or gets victory soon shall we give him a reward of 

great (value). 

-75- And why should ye not fight in the cause of Allah and of those who, being weak, are ill treated 

(and oppressed)? whose cry is: our Lord rescue us from this town, whose people are oppressors; and 

raise for us from thee one who will protect; and raise for us from thee one who will help 

-76- Those who believe fight in the cause of Allah, and those who reject Faith fight in the cause of 

evil: so fight ye against the friends of Satan: feeble indeed is the cunning of Satan 

-77- Fast thou not turned thy vision to those who were told to hold back their hands (from fight) but 

establish regular Prayers and spend in regular Charity? when (at length) the order for fighting was 
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issued to them, behold a section of them feared men as or even more than they should have feared 

Allah: they said: our Lord why hast thou ordered us to fight? wouldst thou not grant us respite to our 

(natural) term, near (enough)? say: short is the enjoyment of this world: the Hereafter is the best for 

those who do right: never will ye be dealt with unjustly in the very least 

-78- Wherever ye are, death will find you out, even if ye are in towers built up strong and high if some 

good befalls them, they say, this is from Allah; but if evil, they say, this is from thee (O prophet). Say: 

all things are from Allah. But what hath come to these people, that they fail to understand a single 

fact? 

-79- Whatever good, (O man!) happens to thee, is from Allah; but whatever evil happens to thee, is 

from thy (own) soul. And We have sent thee as a Messenger to (instruct) mankind. And enough is 

Allah for a witness. 

-80- He who obeys the Messenger, obeys Allah: but if any turn away, We have not sent thee to watch 

over their (evil deeds). 

-81- They have obedience on their lips; but when they leave thee, a section of them meditate all night 

on things very different from what thou tellest them. But Allah records their nightly (plots): so keep 

clear of them, and put thy trust Allah, and enough is Allah. 

-82- Do they not consider the Quran (with care)? had it been from other than Allah, they would surely 

have found therein much discrepancy. 

-83- When there comes to them some matter touching (public) safety or fear, they divulge it. If they 

had only referred it to the Messenger, or to those charged with authority among them, the proper 

investigators would have tested it from them (direct). Were it not for the Grace and Mercy of Allah 

unto you, all but a few of you would have followed Satan. 

-84- Then fight in Allah's cause thou are held responsible only for thyself and rouse the Believers. It 

may be that Allah will restrain the fury of the Unbelievers; for Allah is the strongest in might and in 

punishment. 

-85- Whoever recommends and helps a good cause becomes a partner therein: and whoever 

recommends and helps an evil cause, shares in its burden: and Allah hath power over all things. 

-86- When a (courteous) greeting is offered you, meet it with a greeting still more courteous, or (at 

least) of equal courtesy. Allah takes careful account of all things. 

-87- Allah there is no god but He: of a surety he will gather you together against the day of judgment, 

about which there is no doubt. And whose word can be truer than Allah's? 

-88- Why should ye be divided into two parties about the Hypocrites? Allah hath upset them for their 

(evil) deeds. Would ye guide those whom Allah hath thrown out of the way? for those whom Allah 

hath thrown out of the way, never shalt thou find the way. 

-89- They but wish that ye should reject Faith, as they do, and thus be on the same footing (as they): 

but take not friends from their ranks until they flee in the way of Allah (from what is forbidden). But 

if they turn renegades, seize them and slay them wherever ye find them; and (in any case) take no 

friends or helpers from their ranks; 

-90- Except those who join a group between whom and you there is a treaty (of peace), or those who 

approach you with hearts restraining them from fighting you as well as fighting their own people. If 

Allah had pleased, he could have given them power over you, and they would have fought you: 

therefore if they withdraw from you but fight you not, and (instead) send you (guarantees of) peace, 

them Allah hath opened no way for you (to war against them). 

-91- Others you will find that wish to gain your confidence as well as that of their people: every time 

they are sent back to temptation, they succumb thereto: if they withdraw not from you nor give you 

(guarantees) of peace besides restraining their hands, seize them and slay them wherever ye get them: 

in their case we have provided you with a clear argument against them. 

-92- Never should a Believer kill a Believer; but (if it so happens) by mistake, (compensation is due); 

if one (so) kills a Believer, it is ordained that he should free a believing slave, and pay compensation 

to the deceased's family, unless they remit it freely. If the deceased belonged to a people at war with 

you, and he was a Believer, the freeing of a believing slave (is enough). If he belonged to a people 

with whom ye have a treaty of mutual alliance, compensation should be paid to his family, and a 
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believing slave be freed. For those who find this beyond their means, (is prescribed) a fast for two 

months running: by way of repentance to Allah: for Allah hath all knowledge and all wisdom. 

-93- If a man kills a Believer intentionally, his recompense is Hell, to abide therein (forever): and the 

wrath and the curse of Allah are upon him, and a dreadful penalty is prepared for him. 

-94- O ye who believe when ye go abroad in the cause of Allah, investigate carefully, and say not to 

any one who offers you a salutation: thou art none of a Believer coveting the perishable goods of this 

life: with Allah are profits and spoils abundant. Even thus were ye yourselves before, till Allah 

conferred on you his favours: therefore carefully investigate. For Allah is well aware of all that ye do. 

-95- Not equal are those Believers who sit (at home) and receive no hurt, and those who strive and 

fight in the cause of Allah with their goods and their persons. Allah hath granted a grade higher to 

those who strive and fight with their goods and persons than to those who sit (at home). Unto all (in 

Faith) hath Allah promised good: but those who strive and fight hath he distinguished above those 

who sit (at home) by a special reward, 

-96- Ranks specially bestowed by him and forgiveness and mercy. For Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 

Merciful. 

-97- When angels take the souls of those who die in sin against their souls, they say: in what (plight) 

were ye? they reply: weak and oppressed were we in the earth. They say: was not the earth of Allah 

spacious enough for you to move yourselves away (from evil)? such men will find their abode in Hell, 

what an evil refuge 

-98- Except those who are (really) weak and oppressed men, women, and children who have no means 

in their power nor (a guide post) to direct their way. 

-99- For these, there is hope that Allah will forgive: for Allah doth blot out (sins) and forgive again 

and again. 

-100- He who forsakes his home in the cause of Allah, finds in the earth many a refuge, wide and 

spacious: should he die as a refugee from home for Allah and His Messenger, his reward becomes due 

and sure with Allah: and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-101- When ye travel through the earth, there is no blame on you if ye shorten your prayers, for fear 

the Unbelievers may attack you: for the Unbelievers are unto you open enemies. 

-102- When thou (O Messenger) art with them, and standest to lead them in prayer, let one party of 

them stand up (in prayer) with thee, taking their arms with them; when they finish their prostrations, 

let them take their position in the rear. And let the other party come up which hath not yet prayed - 

and let them pray with thee, taking all precautions, and bearing arms: the Unbelievers wish, if ye were 

negligent of your arms and your baggage, to assault you in a single rush. But there is no blame on you 

if ye put away your arms because of the inconvenience of rain or because ye are ill; but take (every) 

precaution for yourselves. For the Unbelievers Allah hath prepared a humiliating punishment. 

-103- When ye pass (congregational) Prayers, celebrate Allah's praises, standing, sitting down, or 

lying down on your sides; but when ye are free from danger, set up regular Prayers: for such Prayers 

are enjoined on Believers at stated times. 

-104- And slacken not in following up the enemy: if ye are suffering hardships, they are suffering 

similar hardships; but ye have hope from Allah, while they have none. And Allah is full of knowledge 

and wisdom. 

-105- We have sent down to thee the book in truth, that thou mightest judge between men, as guided 

by Allah: so be not (used) as an advocate by those who betray their trust; 

-106- But seek the forgiveness of Allah; for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-107- Contend not on behalf of such as betray their own souls; for Allah loveth not one given to 

perfidy and crime; 

-108- They may hide (their crimes) from men, but they cannot hide (them) from Allah, seeing that he 

is in their midst when they plot by night, in words that he cannot approve: and Allah doth compass 

round all that they do. 

-109- Ah these are the sort of men on whose behalf ye may contend in this world; but who will 

contend with Allah on their behalf on the day of judgment, or who will carry their affairs through? 



-110- If any one does evil or wrongs his own soul but afterwards seeks Allah's forgiveness, he will 

find Allah Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-Ill- And if any one earns sin, he earns it against his own soul: for Allah is full of knowledge and 

wisdom. 

-112- But if any one earns a fault or a sin and throws it on to one that is innocent, he carries (on 

himself) (both) a falsehood and a flagrant sin. 

-113- But for the Grace of Allah to thee and his mercy, a party of them would certainly have plotted to 

lead thee astray. But (in fact) they will only lead their own souls astray, and to thee they can do no 

harm in the least. For Allah hath sent down to thee the book and wisdom and taught thee what thou 

knewest not (before): and great is the Grace of Allah unto thee. 

-1 14- In most of their secret talks there is no good: but if one exhorts to a deed of Charity or justice or 

conciliation between men, (secrecy is permissible): to him who does this, seeking the good pleasure of 

Allah, we shall soon give a reward of the highest (value). 

-115- If anyone contends with the Messenger even after Guidance has been plainly conveyed to him, 

and follows a path other than that becoming to men of Faith, we shall leave him in the path he has 

chosen, and land him in Hell- what an evil refuge! 

-116- Allah forgiveth not (the sin of) joining other gods with him; but he forgiveth whom he pleaseth 

other sins than this: one who joins other gods with Allah, hath strayed far, far away (from the right). 

-117- (the pagans), leaving him, call but upon female deities: they call but upon Satan the persistent 

rebel 

-118- Allah did curse him, but he said: I will take of thy servants a portion marked off; 

-119-1 will mislead them, and I will create in them false desires; I will order them to slit the ears of 

cattle, and to deface the (fair) nature created by Allah. Whoever, forsaking Allah, takes Satan for a 

friend, hath of a surety suffered a loss that is manifest. 

-120- Satan makes them promises, and creates in them false desires; but Satan's promises are nothing 

but deception. 

-121- They (his dupes) will have their dwelling in Hell, and from it they will find no way of escape. 

-122- But those who believe and do deeds of righteousness- We shall soon admit them to Gardens, 

with rivers flowing beneath- to dwell therein forever. Allah's promise is the truth, and whose word can 

be truer than Allah's? 

-123- Dot your desires, nor those of the People of the Book (can prevail): whoever works evil, will be 

requited accordingly. Nor will he find, besides Allah, any protector or helper. 

-124- If any do deeds of righteousness, be they male or female and have Faith, they will enter heaven, 

and not the least injustice will be done to them. 

-125- Who can be better in religion than one who submits his whole self to Allah, does good, and 

follows the way of Abraham the true in Faith? for Allah did take Abraham for a friend. 

-126- But to Allah belong all things in the heavens and on earth: and he it is that encompasseth all 

things. 

-127- They ask thy instruction concerning the women say: Allah doth instruct you about them: and 

(remember) what hath been rehearsed unto you in the book, concerning the orphans of women to 

whom ye give not the portions prescribed, and yet whom ye desire to marry, as also concerning the 

children who are weak and oppressed: that ye stand firm for justice to orphans there is not a good deed 

which ye do, but Allah is well acquainted therewith. 

-128- If a wife fears cruelty or desertion on her husband's part, there is no blame on them if they 

arrange an amicable settlement between themselves; and such settlement is best; even though men's 

souls are swayed by greed. But if ye do good and practise self restraint, Allah is well acquainted with 

all that ye do. 

-129- Ye are never able to be fair and just as between women, even if it is your ardent desire: but turn 

not away (from a woman) altogether, so as to leave her (as it were) hanging (in the air). If ye come to 

a friendly understanding, and practise self restraint, Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-130- But if they disagree (and must part), Allah will provide abundance for all from his all reaching 

Bounty: for Allah is he that careth for all and is wise. 



-131- To Allah belong all things in the heavens and on earth. Verily we have directed the People of 

the Book before you, and you (O Muslims) to fear Allah. But if ye deny him, lo unto Allah belong all 

things in the heavens and on earth, and Allah is free of all wants, worthy of all praise. 

-132- Yea, unto Allah belong all things in the heavens and on earth, and enough is Allah to carry 

through all affairs. 

-133- If it were his will, he could destroy you, O mankind, and create another race; for he hath power 

this to do. 

-134- If any one desires a reward in this life, in Allah's (gift) is the reward (both) of this life and of the 

Hereafter: for Allah is he that heareth and seeth (all things). 

-135- O ye who believe stand out firmly for justice, as witnesses to Allah, even as against yourselves, 

or your parents, or your kin, and whether it be (against) rich or poor: for Allah can best protect both. 

Follow not the lusts (of your hearts), lest ye swerve, and if ye distort (justice) or decline to do justice, 

verily Allah is well acquainted with all that ye do. 

-136- O ye who believe! Believe in Allah and His Messenger, and the scripture which He hath sent to 

His Messenger and the scripture which He sent to those before (him). Any who denieth Allah, His 

angels, His Books, His Messengers, and the Day of Judgement, hath gone far, far astray. 

-137- Those who believe, then reject Faith, then believe (again) and (again) reject Faith, and go on 

increasing in unbelief, Allah will not forgive them nor guide them on the way. 

-138- To the Hypocrites give the glad tidings that there is for them (but) a grievous penalty; 

-139- Yea, to those who take for friends Unbelievers rather than Believers: is it honour they seek 

among them? nay, all honour is with Allah. 

-140- Already has he sent you word in the book, that when ye hear the Signs of Allah held in defiance 

and ridicule, ye are not to sit with them unless they turn to a different theme: if ye did, ye would be 

like them. For Allah will collect the Hypocrites and those who defy Faith all in Hell; 

-141- (these are) the ones who wait and watch about you: if ye do gain a victory from Allah, they say: 

were we not with you? but if the Unbelievers gain a success, they say (to them): did we not gain an 

advantage over you, and did we not guard you from the Believers? but Allah will judge betwixt you 

on the day of judgment. And never will Allah grant to the Unbelievers a way (to triumph) over the 

Believers. 

-142- The Hypocrites they think they are over reaching Allah, but he will over reach them: when they 

stand up to prayer, they stand without earnestness, to be seen of men, but little do they hold Allah in 

remembrance; 

-143- (they are) distracted in mind even in the midst of it, being (sincerely) for neither one group nor 

for another. Whom Allah leaves straying, never will thou find for him the way. 

-144- O ye who believe take not for friends Unbelievers rather than Believers: do ye wish to offer 

Allah an open proof against yourselves? 

-145- The Hypocrites will be in the lowest depths of the fire: no helper wilt thou find for them; 

-146- Except for those who repent, mend (their life), hold fast to Allah, and purify their religion as in 

Allah's sight: if so they will be (numbered) with the Believers. And soon will Allah grant to the 

Believers a reward of immense value. 

-147- What can Allah gain by your punishment, if ye are grateful and ye believe? nay, it is Allah that 

recogniseth (all good), and knoweth all things. 

6th Section (Juzu') 

-148- Allah loveth not that evil should be noised abroad in public speech, except where injustice hath 

been done; for Allah is He Who heareth and knoweth all things. 

-149- Whether ye publish a good deed or conceal it or cover evil with pardon, verily Allah doth blot 

out (sins) and hath power (in the judgment of values). 

-150- Those who deny Allah and His Messengers, and (those who) wish to separate Allah from His 

Messengers, saying: "We believe in some but reject others": and (those who) wish to take a course 

midway- 

-151- They are in truth (equally) Unbelievers; and we have prepared for Unbelievers a humiliating 

punishment. 
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-152- To those who believe in Allah and His Messengers and make no distinction between any of the 
Messengers, we shall soon give their (due) rewards: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 
-153- The People of the Book ask thee to cause a book to descend to them from heaven: indeed they 
asked Moses for an even greater (miracle), for they said: show us Allah in public, but they were dazed 
for their presumption, with thunder and lightning. Yet they worshipped the calf even after Clear Signs 
had come to them; even so we forgave them; and gave Moses manifest proofs of authority. 
-154- And for their Covenant we raised over them (the towering height) of mount (Sinai); and (on 
another occasion) we said: enter the gate with humility; and (once again) we commanded them: 
transgress not in the matter of the Sabbath. And we took from them a solemn Covenant. 
-155- (They have incurred divine displeasure): in that they broke their Covenant; that they rejected the 
Signs of Allah; that they slew the Messengers in defiance of right; that they said, "Our hearts are the 
wrappings (which preserve Allah's word; we need no more)"- nay, Allah hath set the seal on their 
hearts for their blasphemy, and little is it they believe- 

-156- That they rejected Faith; that they uttered against Mary a grave false charge; 
-157- That they said (in boast), "We killed Christ Jesus the son of Mary, the Messenger of Allah"- but 
they killed him not, nor crucified him, but so it was made to appear to them, and those who differ 
therein are full of doubts, with no (certain) knowledge, but only conjecture to follow, for of a surety 
they killed him not- 

-158- Nay, Allah raised him up unto Himself; and Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise- 
-159- And there is no one of the People of the Book but must believe in him before his death; and on 
the day of judgment he will be a witness against them- 

-160- For the iniquity of the Jews we made unlawful for them certain (foods) good and wholesome 
which had been lawful for them- in that they hindered many from Allah's way- 

-161- That they took usury, though they were forbidden; and that they devoured men's substance 
wrongfully- We have prepared for those among them who reject Faith a grievous punishment. 
-162- But those among them who are well-grounded in knowledge, and the Believers, believe in what 
hath been revealed to thee and what was revealed before thee: and (especially) those who establish 
regular prayer and practise regular charity and believe in Allah and in the Last Day: to them shall We 
soon give a great reward. 

-163- We have sent thee inspiration, as We sent it to Noah and the Messengers after him: We sent 
inspiration to Abraham, Isma'il, Isaac, Jacob and the Tribes, to Jesus, Job, Jonah, Aaron, and 
Solomon, and to David We gave the Psalms. 

-164- Of some messengers We have already told thee the story; of others We have not- and to Moses 
Allah spoke direct- 

-165- Messengers who gave good news as well as warning, that mankind, after (the coming) of the 
messengers, should have no plea against Allah: for Allah is Exalted in Power, Wise. 
-166- But Allah beareth witness that what he hath sent unto thee he hath sent from his (own) 
knowledge, and the angels bear witness: but enough is Allah for a witness. 

-167- Those who reject Faith and keep off (men) from the way of Allah, have verily strayed far, far 
away from the path. 

-168- Those who reject Faith and do wrong, Allah will not forgive them nor guide them to any way 
-169- Except the way of Hell, to dwell therein forever. And this to Allah is easy. 
-170- O mankind! the Messenger hath come to you in truth from Allah: believe in him; it is best for 
you. But if ye reject Faith, to Allah belong all things in the heavens and on earth: and Allah is All- 
Knowing, All-Wise. 

-171- O People of the Book! commit no excesses in your religion: nor say of Allah aught but the truth. 
Christ Jesus the son of Mary was (no more than) a Messenger of Allah, and His Word, which He 
bestowed on Mary and a Spirit proceeding from Him: so believe in Allah and His Messengers. Say not 
"Trinity": desist: it will be better for you: for Allah is one God: glory be to him: (far exalted is He) 
above having a son. To him belong all things in the heavens and on earth. And enough is Allah as a 
Disposer of affairs. 



-172- Christ disdaineth not to serve and worship Allah, nor do the angels, those nearest (to Allah): 

those who disdain his worship and are arrogant, he will gather them all together unto Himself to 

(answer). 

-173- But to those who believe and do deeds of righteousness, he will give their (due) rewards, and 

more, out of his Bounty: but those who are disdainful and arrogant, he will punish with a grievous 

penalty; nor will they find, besides Allah, any to protect or help them. 

-174-0 mankind verily there hath come to you a convincing proof from your Lord: for we have sent 

unto you a light (that is) manifest. 

-175- Then those who believe in Allah, and hold fast to him, soon will he admit them to mercy and 

Grace from Himself, and guide them to Himself by a straight way. 

-176- They ask thee for a legal decision. Say: Allah directs (thus) about those who leave no 

descendants or ascendants as heirs. If it is a man that dies, leaving a sister but no child, she shall have 

half the inheritance: if (such a deceased was) a woman, who left no child, her brother takes her 

inheritance: if there are two sisters, they shall have two thirds of the inheritance (between them): if 

there are brothers and sisters, (they share), the male having twice the share of the female. Thus doth 

Allah make clear to you (his law), lest ye err. And Allah hath knowledge of all things. 



SURAH 5: AL MA'IDAH (The Repast). 

-1- O ye who believe fulfil (all) obligations, Lawful unto you (for food) are all four footed animals, 
with the exceptions named: but animals of the chase are forbidden while ye are in the sacred precincts 
or in pilgrim garb: for Allah doth command, according to His Will and Plan. 

-2- O ye who believe violate not the sanctity of the symbols of Allah, nor of the sacred month, nor of 
the animals brought for sacrifice, nor the garlands that mark out such animals, nor the people resorting 
to the sacred house, seeking of the Bounty and good pleasure of their Lord. But when ye are clear of 
the sacred precincts and of pilgrim garb, ye may hunt and let not the hatred of some people on (once) 
shutting you out of the sacred mosque lead you to transgression (and hostility on your part). Help ye 
one another in righteousness and piety, but help ye not one another in sin and rancour: fear Allah: for 
Allah is strict in punishment. 

-3- Forbidden to you (your food) are: dead meat, blood, the flesh of swine, and that on wish hath been 
invoked the name of other than Allah; that which hath been killed by strangling, or by a violent blow, 
or by a headlong fall, or by being gored to death; than which hath been (partly) eaten by a wild 
animal; unless ye are able to slaughter it (in due form); that which is sacrificed on stone (altars); 
(forbidden) also is the division (of meat) by raffling with arrows: that is impiety. This day have those 
who reject Faith given up all hope of your religion: yet fear them not but fear me. This day have I 
perfected your religion for you, completed my favour upon you, and have chosen for you Islam as 
your religion. But if any is forced by hunger, with no inclination transgression, Allah is indeed Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-4- They ask thee what is lawful to them (as food). Say: lawful unto you are (all) things good and 
pure: and what ye have thought your trained hunting animals (to catch) in the manner directed to you 
by Allah: eat what they catch for you, but pronounce the name of Allah over it: and fear Allah; for 
Allah is swift in taking account. 

-5- This day are (all) things good and pure made lawful unto you. The food of the People of the Book 
is lawful unto you and yours is lawful unto them, (lawful) unto in marriage) are (not only) chaste 
women who are Believers, but chaste women among the People of the Book, revealed before your 
time, when you give them their due dowers, and desire chastity, not lewdness, nor secret intrigues. If 
any one rejects Faith, fruitless is his work, and in the Hereafter he will be in the ranks of those who 
have lost (all spiritual good). 

-6- O Ye who believe when ye prepare for prayer, wash your faces, and your hands (and arms) to the 
elbows; rub your heads (with water); and (wash) your feet to the ankles. If ye are in a state of 
ceremonial impurity, bath your whole body. But if ye are ill, or on a journey, or one of you cometh 
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from offices of nature, or ye have been in contact with women, and ye find no water, then take for 

yourselves clean sands or earth, and rub therewith your faces and hands. Allah doth not wish to place 

you in a difficulty, but to make you clean, and to complete his favour to you, that ye may be grateful. 

-7- And call in remembrance the favour of Allah unto you, and his convenient, which he ratified with 

you, when ye said: we hear and we obey; and fear Allah, for Allah knoweth well the secrets of your 

hearts. 

-8- O ye who believe stand out firmly for Allah, as witnesses to fair dealing, and let not the hatred of 

others to you make you swerve to wrong and depart from justice. Be just: that is next to piety: and fear 

Allah. For Allah is well acquainted with all that ye do. 

-9- To those who believe and do deeds of righteousness hath Allah promised forgiveness and a great 

reward. 

-10- Those who reject Faith and deny our Signs will be companions of Hell-fire. 

-1 1- O ye who believe call in remembrance the favour of Allah unto you when certain men formed the 

design to stretch out their hands against you, but (Allah) held back there hands from you: so fear 

Allah. And no Allah let Believers put (all) their trust. 

-12- Allah did aforetime take a covenant from the Children of Israel, and We appointed twelve 

captains among them. And Allah said: "I am with you: if ye (but) establish regular Prayers, practise 

regular Charity, believe in My messengers, honour and assist them, and loan to Allah a beautiful loan, 

verily I will wipe out from you your evils, and admit you to Gardens with rivers flowing beneath; but 

if any of you, after this, resisteth Faith, he truly wandered from the path of rectitude. 

-13- But because of their breach of their Covenant, we cursed them, and made their hearts grow hard: 

they change the words from their (right) places and forget a good part of the message that was sent 

them, nor wilt thou cease to find them barring a few ever bent on (new) deceits: but forgive them, and 

overlook (their misdeeds): for Allah loveth those who are kind. 

-14- From those, too, who call themselves Christians, we did take a Covenant, but they forgot a good 

part of the message that was sent them: so we estranged them, with enmity and hatred between the one 

and the other, to the day of judgment. And soon will Allah show them what it is they have done. 

-15-0 People of the Book! there hath come to you Our Messenger, revealing to you much that ye 

used to hide in the Book, and passing over much (that is now unnecessary): 

There hath come to you from Allah a (new) light and a perspicuous Book- 

-16- Wherewith Allah guideth all who seek his good pleasure to ways of peace and safety, and leadeth 

them out of darkness, by his will, unto the light, guideth them to a path that is straight. 

-17- In blasphemy indeed are those that say that Allah is Christ the son of Mary. Say: who then hath 

the least power against Allah, if his will were to destroy Christ the son of Mary, his mother, and all 

every one that is on the earth? for to Allah belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and 

all that is between. He createth what he pleaseth. For Allah hath power over all things. 

-18- (both) the Jews and the Christians say: we are sons of Allah, and his beloved. Say: why then doth 

he punish you for your sins? nay, ye are but men, of the men he created: he forgiveth whom he 

pleaseth, and he punisheth whom he pleaseth,: and to god belongeth the dominion of the heavens and 

the earth, and all that is between: and unto him is the final goal (of all) 

-19-0 People of the Book! now hath come unto you, making (things) clear unto you, Our Messenger, 

after the break in (the series of) our messengers, lest ye should say: "There came unto us no bringer of 

glad tidings and no warner (from evil)"; but now hath come unto you a bringer of glad tidings and a 

warner (from evil). And Allah hath power over all things. 

-20- Remember Moses said to his people: "O my People! call in remembrance the favour of Allah 

unto you, when He produced prophets among you, made you kings, and gave you what He had not 

given to any other among the peoples. 

-21- O my people enter the holy land which Allah hath assigned unto you, and turn not back 

ignominiously, for then will ye be overthrown, to your own ruin, 

-22- They said: O Moses in this land are a people of exceeding strength: never shall we enter it until 

they leave it: if (once) they leave, then shall we enter. 



-23- (but) among (their) God-Fearing men were two on whom Allah had bestowed His grace: they 
said: "Assault them at the (proper) Gate: when once ye are in, victory will be yours; But on Allah put 
your trust if ye have Faith." 

-24- They said: "O Moses! while they remain there, never shall we be able to enter, to the end of time. 
Go thou, and thy Lord, and fight ye two, while we sit here (and watch)." 

-25- He said: "O my Lord! I have power only over myself and my brother: so separate us from this 
rebellious people!" 

-26- Allah said: "Therefore will the land be out of their reach for forty years: in distraction will they 
wander through the land: but sorrow thou not over these rebellious people." 

-27- Recite to them the truth of the story of the two sons of Adam. Behold they each presented a 
sacrifice (to Allah): it was accepted from one, but not from the other. Said the latter: be sure I will slay 
thee. Surely, said the former, Allah doth accept of the sacrifice of those who are righteous. 
-28- If thou dost stretch thy hand against me, to slay me, it is not for me to stretch my hand against 
thee to slay thee: for I do fear Allah, the Cherisher of the worlds. 

-29- For me, I intend to let thee draw on thyself my sin as well as thine, for thou wilt be among the 
companions of the fire, and that is the reward of those who do wrong, 

-30- The (selfish) soul of the other led him to the murder of his brother: he murdered him, and became 
(himself) one of the lost ones. 

-31- Then Allah sent a raven, who scratched the ground, to show him how to hid the shame of his 
brother. Woe is me said he; was I not even able to be as this raven, and to hide the shame of my 
brother? then he became full of regrets- 

-32- On that account: We ordained for the Children of Israel that if any one slew a person- unless it be 
for murder or for spreading mischief in the land- it would be as if he slew the whole people: and if any 
one saved a life, it would be as if he saved the life of the whole people. Then although there came to 
them Our Messengers with Clear Signs, yet, even after that, many of then continued to commit 
excesses in the land. 

-33- The punishment of those who wage war against Allah and His Messenger, and strive with might 
and main for mischief through the land is: execution, or crucifixion, or the cutting off of hands and 
feet from opposite sides, or exile from the land: that is their disgrace in this world, and a heavy 
punishment is theirs in the Hereafter; 

-34- Except for those who repent before they fall into your power: in that case, know that Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-35- O ye who believe do your duty to Allah, seek the means of approach unto him, and strive with 
might and main in his cause: that ye may prosper. 

-36- As to those who reject Faith, if they had everything on earth, and twice repeated, to give as 
ransom for the penalty of the day of judgment, it would never be accepted of them. Their would be a 
grievous penalty. 

-37- Their wish will be to get out of the fire, but never will they get out therefrom: their penalty will 
be one that endure. 

-38- As to the thief. Male or female, cut off his or her hands: a punishment by way of example, from 
Allah, for their crime: and Allah is exalted in power. 

-39- But if the thief repent after his crime, and amend his conduct, Allah turneth to him in forgiveness; 
for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-40- Knowest thou not that to Allah (alone) belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth? he 
punisheth whom he pleaseth, and he forgiveth whom he pleaseth: and Allah hath power over all 
things. 

-41-0 Messenger! let not those grieve thee, who race each other into Unbelief: (whether it be) among 
those who say "We believe" with their lips but whose hearts have no Faith; or it be among the Jews- 
men who will listen to any lie- will listen even to others who have never so much as come to thee. 
They change the words from their (right) times and places: they say, "If ye are given this, take it, but if 
not, beware!" If any one's trial is intended by Allah, thou hast no authority in the least for him against 



Allah. For such- it is not Allah's will to purify their hearts. For them there is disgrace in this world, 
and in the Hereafter a heavy punishment. 

-42- (They are fond of) listening to falsehood, of devouring anything forbidden. If they do come to 
thee, either judge between them, or decline to interfere. If thou decline, they cannot hurt thee in the 
least. If thou judge, judge in equity between them. For Allah loveth those who judge in equity. 
-43- But why do they come to thee for decision, when they have (their own) law before them? therein 
is the (plain) command of Allah; yet even after that, they would turn away. For they are not (really) 
people of Faith. 

-44- It was we who revealed the law (to Moses): therein was guidance and light. By its standard have 
been judged the Jews, by the prophets who bowed (as in Islam) to Allah's will, by the rabbis and the 
doctors of law: for to them was entrusted the protection of Allah's book, and they were witnesses 
thereto: therefore fear not men, but fear me, and sell not my Signs for a miserable price. If any do fail 
to judge by (the light of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (no better than) Unbelievers. 
-45- We ordained therein for them: life for life, eye for eye, nose for nose, ear for ear, tooth for tooth, 
and wounds equal for equal. But if any one remits the retaliation by way of Charity, it is an act of 
atonement for himself. And if any fail to judge by (the light of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (no 
better than) wrongdoers. 

-46- And in their footsteps we sent Jesus the son of Mary, confirming the law that had come before 
him: we sent him the gospel: therein was guidance and light, and confirmation of the law that had 
come before him: a guidance and an admonition to those who fear Allah. 

-47- Let the people of the gospel judge by what Allah hath revealed therein. If any do fail to judge by 
(the light of) what Allah hath revealed, they are (no better than) those who rebel. 
-48- To thee we sent the scripture in truth, confirming the scripture that came before it, and guarding it 
in safety: so judge between them by what Allah hath revealed, and follow not their vain desires, 
diverging from the truth that hath come to thee. To each among you have we prescribed a law and an 
open way. If Allah had so willed. He would have made you a single people, but (his plan is) to test 
you in what he hath given you: so strive as in a race in all virtues. The goal of you all is to Allah; it is 
he that will show you the truth of the matters in which ye dispute; 

-49- And this (he commands): judge thou between them by what Allah hath revealed, and follow not 
their vain desires, but beware of them lest they beguile thee from any of that (teaching) which Allah 
hath sent down to thee. And if they turn away, be assured that for some of their crimes it is Allah's 
purpose to punish them. And truly most men are rebellious. 

-50- Do they then seek after a judgment of (the days of) ignorance? but who, for a people whose Faith 
is assured, can give better judgment than Allah? 

-51- O ye who believe take not the Jews and the Christians for your friends and protectors: they are 
but friends and protectors to each other. And he amongst you that turns to them (for friendship) is of 
them. Verily Allah guideth not a people unjust. 

-52- Those in whose hearts is a disease thou seest how eagerly they run about amongst them, saying: 
we do fear lest a change of fortune bring us disaster. Ah perhaps Allah will give (thee) victory, or a 
decision according to his will. Then will they repent of the thoughts which they secretly harbored in 
their hearts. 

-53- And those who believe will say: are these the men who swore their strongest oaths by Allah, that 
they were with you? all that they do will be in vain. And they will fall into (nothing but) ruin. 
-54- O ye who believe if any from among you turn back from his Faith, soon will Allah produce a 
people whom He will love as they will love Him, lowly with the Believers, mighty against the 
rejecters, fighting in the way of Allah, and never afraid of the reproaches of such as find fault. That is 
the Grace of Allah, which he will bestow on whom he pleaseth. And Allah encompasseth all, and he 
knoweth all things. 

-55- Your (real) friends are (no less than) Allah, His Messenger, and the (Fellowship of) Believers- 
those who establish regular prayers and regular charity, and they bow down humbly (in worship). 
-56- As to those who turn (for friendship) to Allah, His Messenger, and the (Fellowship of) Believers- 
it is the Fellowship of Allah that must certainly triumph. 
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-57- O ye who believe! take not for friends and protectors those who take your religion for a mockery 

or sport- whether among those who received the Scripture before you, or among those who reject 

Faith; but fear ye Allah, if ye have Faith (indeed). 

-58- When ye proclaim your call to prayer, they take it (but) as mockery and sport; that is because 

they are a people without understanding. 

-59- Say: O People of the Book do ye disapprove of us for no other reason than that we believe in 

Allah, and the revelation that hath come to us and that which came before (us), and (perhaps) that 

most of you are rebellious and disobedient? 

-60- Say: shall I point out to you something much worse than this, (as judged) by the treatment it 

received from Allah? those who incurred the curse of Allah and his wrath, those of whom some he 

transformed into apes and swine, those who worshipped evil; these are (many times) worse in rank, 

and far more astray from the even path 

-61- When they come to thee, they say: we believe: but in fact they enter with a mind against Faith, 

and they go out with the same. But Allah knoweth fully all that they hide. 

-62- Many of them dost thou see, racing each other in sin and rancour, and their eating of things 

forbidden. Evil indeed are the things that they do. 

-63- Why do not the rabbis and the doctors of law forbid them from their (habit of) uttering sinful 

words and eating things forbidden? evil indeed are their works. 

-64- The Jews say: Allah's hand is tied up. Be their hands tied up and be they accursed for the 

(blasphemy) they utter nay, both his hands are widely outstretched: he giveth and spendeth (of his 

Bounty) as he pleaseth but the revelation that cometh to thee from Allah increaseth in most of them 

their obstinate rebellion and blasphemy. Amongst them we have placed enmity. And hatred till the 

day of judgment. Every time they kindle the fire of war, Allah doth extinguish it; but they (ever) strive 

to do mischief on earth. And Allah loveth not those who do mischief. 

-65- If only the People of the Book had believed and been righteous, we should indeed have blotted 

out their iniquities and admitted them to Gardens of bliss. 

-66- If only they have stood fast by the law, the gospel, and all the revelation that was sent to them 

from their Lord, they would have enjoyed happiness from every side. There is from among them a 

party on the right course: but many of them follow a course that is evil. 

-67- O Messenger! proclaim the (Message) which hath been sent to thee from thy Lord. If thou didst 

not, thou wouldst not have fulfilled and proclaimed His Mission. And Allah will defend thee from 

men (who mean mischief). For Allah guideth not those who reject Faith. 

-68- Say: "O People of the Book! ye have no ground to stand upon unless ye stand fast by the Law, 

the Gospel and all the revelation that has come to you from your Lord." It is the revelation that cometh 

to thee from thy Lord, that increaseth in most of them their obstinate rebellion and blasphemy But 

sorrow thou not over (these) people without Faith. 

-69- Those who believe (in the Quran), those who follow the Jewish (scriptures), and the Sabians and 

the Christians, any who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and the work righteousness, on them shall 

be no fear, nor shall they grieve. 

-70- We took the Covenant of the Children of Israel and sent them Messengers. Every time there came 

to them a Messenger with what they themselves desired not- some (of these) they called impostors, 

and some they (go so far as to) slay 

-71- They thought there would be no trial (for punishment); so they became blind and deaf; yet Allah 

(in mercy) turned to them; yet again many of them became blind and deaf. But Allah sees well all that 

they do. 

-72- They do blaspheme who say: "Allah is Christ the son of Mary." But said Christ: "O Children of 

Israel! worship Allah, my Lord and your Lord." Whoever joins other gods with Allah- Allah will 

forbid him the Garden, and the fire will be his abode. There will for the wrongdoers be no one to help. 

-73- They do blaspheme who say: Allah is one of three in a trinity: for there is no god except One 

God. If they desist not from their word (of blasphemy), verily a grievous penalty will befall the 

blasphemers among them. 

-74- Why turn they not to Allah, and seek his forgiveness? for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 
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-75- Christ, the son of Mary, was no more than a Messenger; many were the Messengers that passed 
away before him. His mother was a woman of truth. They had both to eat their (daily) food. See how 
Allah doth make his Signs clear to them; yet see in what ways they are deluded away from the truth! 
-76- Say: "Will ye worship besides Allah, something which hath no power either to harm or benefit 
you? But Allah- He it is that heareth and knoweth all things." 

-77- Say: "O People of the Book! exceed not in your religion the bounds (of what is proper), 
trespassing beyond the truth, nor follow the vain desires of people who went wrong in times gone by- 
who misled many, and strayed (themselves) from the even Way. 

-78- Curses were pronounced on those among the Children of Israel who rejected Faith, by the tongue 

of David and of Jesus the son of Mary: because they disobeyed and persisted in excesses. 

-79- Nor did they (usually) forbid one another the iniquities which they committed: evil indeed were 

the deeds which they did. 

-80- Thou seest many of them turning in friendship to the Unbelievers. Evil indeed are (the works) 

which their souls have sent forward before them (with the result), that Allah's wrath is on them, and in 

torment will they abide. 

-81- If only they had believed in Allah, in the Prophet, and in what hath been revealed to him, never 

would they have taken them for friends and protectors, but most of them are rebellious wrongdoers. 

-82- Strongest among men in enmity to the Believers wilt thou find the Jews and Pagans; and nearest 

among them in love to the Believers wilt thou find those who say, we are Christians: because amongst 

these are men devoted to learning and men who have renounced the world, and they are not arrogant. 

7th Section (Juzu') 

-83- And when they listen to the revelation received by the Messenger, thou wilt see their eyes 

overflowing with tears, for they recognize the truth: they pray: "Our Lord! we believe; write us down 

among the witnesses. 

-84- "What cause can we have not to believe in Allah and the truth which has come to us, seeing that 

we long for our Lord to admit us to the company of the righteous?" 

-85- And for this their prayer hath Allah rewarded them with Gardens, with rivers flowing underneath- 

their eternal home. Such is the recompense of those who do good. 

-86- But those who reject Faith and belie our Signs- they shall be companions of Hell-fire. 

-87- O ye who believe! make not unlawful the good things which Allah hath made lawful for you, but 

commit no excess: for Allah loveth not those given to excess. 

-88- Eat of the things which Allah hath provided for you, lawful and good; but fear Allah, in whom ye 

believe. 

-89- Allah will not call you to account for what is futile in your oaths, but he will call you to account 

for you deliberate oaths: for expiation, feed ten indigent persons, on a scale of the average for the food 

of your families; or clothe them; or give a slave his freedom. If that is beyond your means, fast for 

three days. That is the expiation for the oaths ye have sworn. But keep to your oaths. Thus doth Allah 

make clear to you his sign, that ye may be grateful. 

-90- Ye who believe intoxicants and gambling, (dedication of) stones, and (divination by) arrows, are 

an abomination, of Satan's handiwork: eschew such (abomination), that ye may prosper. 

-91- Satan's plan is (but) to excite enmity and hatred between you, with intoxicants and gambling, and 

hinder you from the remembrance of Allah, and from prayer: will ye not then abstain? 

-92- Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger, and beware (of evil): if ye do turn back, know ye that it is 

our Messenger's duty to proclaim (the Message) in the clearest manner. 

-93- On those who believe and do deeds of righteousness there is no blame for what they ate (in the 

past), when they guard themselves from evil, and believe, and do deeds of righteousness, (or) again, 

guard themselves from evil and believe, (or) again, guard themselves from evil and do good. For 

Allah loveth those who do good. 

-94- Ye who believe Allah doth but make a trial of you in a little matter of game well within reach of 

your hands and your lances, that he may test who feareth him unseen: any who transgress thereafter, 

will have a grievous penalty. 
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-95- O ye who believe kill not game while in the sacred precincts or in pilgrim garb. If any of you 

doth so intentionally, the compensation is an offering, brought to the Kaba, of a domestic animal 

equivalent to the one who killed, as adjudged by two just men among you; or by way of atonement, 

the feeding of the indigent; or its equivalent in fasts: that he may taste of the penalty of his deed. Allah 

forgives what is past: for repetition Allah will exact from him the penalty. For Allah is exalted, and 

Lord of retribution. 

-96- Lawful to you is the pursuit of water game and its use for food, for the benefit of yourselves and 

those who travel; but forbidden is the pursuit of land game; as long as ye are in the sacred precincts or 

in pilgrim garb. And fear Allah, to whom ye shall be gathered back. 

-97- Allah made the Kaba, the sacred house, an asylum of security of men as also the sacred months, 

the animals for offerings, and the garlands that mark them: that ye may know that Allah hath 

knowledge of what is in the heavens and on earth and that Allah is well acquainted with all things. 

-98- Know ye that Allah is strict in punishment and that Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-99- The Messenger's duty is but to proclaim (the Message). But Allah knoweth all that ye reveal and 

ye conceal. 

-100- Say: "Not equal are things that are bad and things that are good, even though the abundance of 

the bad may dazzle thee; so fear Allah, O ye that understand; that (so) ye may prosper." 

-101- Ye who believe ask not questions about things which, if made plain to you, may cause you 

trouble. But if ye ask about things when the Quran is being revealed, they will be made plain to you, 

Allah will forgive those: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving most forbearing. 

-102- Some people before you did ask such questions, and on that account lost their Faith. 

-103- It was not Allah who instituted (superstitions like those of) a slit ear she camel, or a she camel 

let loose for free pasture, or idol sacrifice for free pasture, or idol sacrifice for twin births in animals, 

or stallion camels freed from work it is blasphemers who invent a lie against Allah; but most of them 

lack wisdom. 

-104- When it is said to them: "Come to what Allah hath revealed; come to the Messenger": they say: 

"Enough for us are the ways we found our fathers following." What! even though their fathers were 

void of knowledge and guidance? 

-105- O ye who believe guard your own souls: if ye follow (right) guidance, no hurt can come to you 

from those who stray. The goal of you all is to Allah: it is he that will show you the truth of all that ye 

do. 

-106- O ye who believe when death approaches any of you, (take) witnesses among yourselves when 

making bequests, two just men of your own (brotherhood) or others from outside if ye are journeying 

through the earth, and the chance of death befalls you (thus). If ye doubt (their truth), detain them doth 

after prayer, and let them both swear by Allah: we wish not in this for any worldly gain, even though 

the (beneficiary) be our near relation: we shall hide not the evidence before Allah: if we do, then 

behold the sin be upon us 

-107- But if it gets known that these two were guilty of the sin (of perjury), let two others stand forth 

in their places, nearest in kin from among those who claim a lawful right: let them swear by Allah: we 

affirm that our witness is truer than that of those two, and that we have not trespassed (beyond the 

truth): if we did, behold the wrong be upon us 

-108- That is most suitable: that they may give the evidence in its true nature and shape, or else they 

would fear that other oaths would be taken after their oaths. But fear Allah, and listen (to his counsel): 

for Allah guideth not a rebellious people. 

-109- One day will Allah gather the Messengers together, and ask: "What was the response ye 

received (from men to your teaching)?" They will say: "We have no knowledge: it is Thou who 

knowest in full all that is hidden." 

-110- Then will Allah say: "O Jesus the son of Mary! recount my favour to thee and to thy mother. 

Behold! I strengthened thee with the holy spirit, so that thou didst speak to the people in childhood 

and in maturity. Behold! I taught thee the Book and Wisdom, the Law and the Gospel. And behold! 

thou makest out of clay, as it were, the figure of a bird, by My leave, and thou breathest into it, and it 

becometh a bird by My leave, and thou healest those born blind, and the lepers, by My leave. And 
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behold! thou bringest forth the dead by My leave. And behold! I did restrain the Children of Israel 

from (violence to) thee when thou didst show them the Clear Signs. And the Unbelievers among them 

said: 'This is nothing but evident magic.' 

-Ill- "And behold! I inspired the Disciples to have Faith in Me and Mine Messenger; they said, 'We 

have Faith, and do thou bear witness that we bow to Allah as Muslims'." 

-112- Behold! the disciples said: "O Jesus the son of Mary! can thy Lord send down to us a Table set 

(with viands) from heaven?" Said Jesus: "Fear Allah, if ye have Faith." 

-113- They said: "We only wish to eat thereof and satisfy our hearts, and to know that thou hast 

indeed told us the truth; and that we ourselves may be witnesses to the miracle." 

-114- Said Jesus the son of Mary: "O Allah our Lord! send us from heaven a table set (with viands), 

that there may be for us- for the first and the last of us- a solemn festival and a Sign from Thee; and 

provide for our sustenance, for Thou art the best Sustainer (of our needs)." 

-115- Allah said: "I will send it down unto you; but if any of you after that resisteth faith, I will punish 

him with a penalty such as I have not inflicted on any one among all the peoples." 

-116- And behold! Allah will say: "O Jesus the son of Mary! didst thou say unto men, "Worship me 

and my mother as gods in derogation of Allah?" He will say: "Glory to Thee! never could I say what I 

had no right (to say). Had I said such a thing, Thou wouldst indeed have known it. Thou knowest what 

is in my heart, though I know not what is in Thine. For Thou knowest in full all that is hidden. 

-117- "Never said I to them aught except what Thou didst command me to say, to wit, 'Worship Allah, 

my Lord and your Lord'; and I was a witness over them whilst I dwelt amongst them; when Thou didst 

take me up Thou wast the watcher over them, and Thou art a witness to all things. 

-118- "If Thou dost punish them, they are Thy servants: if Thou dost forgive them, Thou are the 

Exalted in power, the Wise." 

-119- Allah will say: "This is a day on which the truthful will profit from their truth: theirs are 

Gardens, with rivers flowing beneath- their eternal home: Allah well-pleased with them, and they with 

Allah: that is the great Salvation, (the fulfillment of all desires). 

-120- To Allah doth belong the dominion of the heavens and the earth, and all that is therein, and it is 

He who hath power over all things. 

SURAH 6: AL AN'AM (The Cattle). 

-1- Praise be to Allah, who created the heavens and the earth, and made the darkness and the light. Yet 

those who reject Faith hold (others) as equal with their guardian Lord. 

-2- He it who created you from clay, and then decreed a stated term (for you). And there is in his 

presence another determined term; yet ye doubt within yourselves 

-3- And he is Allah in the heavens and one earth. He knoweth what ye hide, and what ye reveal, and 

he knoweth the (recompense) which ye earn (by your deeds). 

-4- But never did a single one of the Signs of their Lord reach them, but they turned away therefrom. 

-5- And now they reject the truth when it reaches them: but soon shall they learn the reality of what 

they used to mock at. 

-6- See they not who many of those before them we did destroy? generations we had established on 

the earth, in strength such as we have not given to you for whom we poured out rain from the skies in 

abundance, and gave (fertile) streams flowing beneath their (feet): yet for their sins we destroyed 

them, and raised in their wake fresh generations (to succeed them). 

-7- If we had sent unto thee written (message) on parchment, so that they could touch it with their 

hands, the Unbelievers would have been sure to say: this is nothing but obvious magic 

-8- They say: why is it not an angel sent down to him? if we did send down an angel, the matter would 

be settled at once, and no respite would be granted them. 

-9- If we had mad it an angel, we should have sent him as man, and we should certainly have caused 

them confusion in a matter which they have already covered with confusion. 

-10- Mocked were (many) Messengers before thee; but their scoffers were hemmed in by the thing 

that they mocked. 
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-11- Say: travel through the earth and see what was the end of those who rejected truth 

-12- Say: to whom belongeth all that is in the heavens and on earth? say: to Allah. He hath inscribed 

from Himself (the rule of) mercy. That he will gather you together for the day of judgment, there is no 

doubt whatever, it is they who have lost their own souls, that will not believe. 

-13- To Him belongeth all that dwelleth (or lurketh) in the night and the day. For he is the one who 

heareth and knoweth all things. 

-14- Say: shall I take for my protector any other than Allah, the maker of the heavens and the earth? 

and He it is that feedeth but is not fed. Say: nay but I am commanded to be the first of those who bow 

to Allah (in Islam), and be not thou of the company of those who join gods with Allah. 

-15- Say: I would, if I disobeyed my Lord, indeed have fear of the penalty of a might day. 

-16- On that day, if the penalty is averted from any, it is due to Allah's of mercy; and that would be 

(salvation), the obvious fulfillment of all desire. 

-17- If Allah touch thee with affection, none can remove it but he; if he touch thee with happiness, he 

hath power over all things. 

-18- He is the irresistible, (watching) from above over his worshippers; and he is the wise, acquainted 

with all things. 

-19- Say: what things is most weighty in evidence? say: Allah is witness between me and you; this 

Quran hath been revealed to me by inspiration, that I may warn you and all who it reaches. Can you 

possibly bear witness that besides Allah there is another Allah? say: nay I cannot bear witness say: but 

in truth he is the one Allah, and I truly am innocent of (your blasphemy of) joining others with him. 

-20- Those to whom we have given the book know this as they know their own sons. Those who have 

lost their own souls refuse therefore to believe. 

-21- Who doth more wrong than he who inventeth a lie against Allah or rejecteth his Signs? but verily 

the wrongdoers never shall prosper. 

-22- One day shall we gather them all together: we shall say to those who ascribed partners (to us): 

where are the partners whom ye (invented and) talked about? 

-23- There will then be (left) no subterfuge for them but to say: by Allah our Lord, we were not those 

who joined gods with Allah. 

-24- Behold how they lie against their own souls but the (lie) which they invented will leave them in 

the lurch. 

-25- Of them there are some who (pretend to) listen to thee; but we have thrown veils on their hearts, 

so they understand it not, and deafness in their ears; if they saw every one of the Signs, not they will 

believe in them; in so much that when they come to thee, they (but) dispute with thee; the Unbelievers 

say: these are nothing but tales of the ancients. 

-26- Others they keep away from it, and themselves they keep away; but they only destroy their own 

souls, and they perceive it not. 

-27- If thou couldst but see when they are confronted with the fire they will say: would that we were 

but sent back then would we not reject the Signs of our Lord, but would be amongst those who 

believe! 

-28- Yea, in their own (eyes) will become manifest what before they concealed. But if they were 

returned, they would certainly relapse to the things they were forbidden, for they are indeed liars. 

-29- And they (sometimes) say: there is nothing except our life on this earth, and never shall we be 

raised up again. 

-30- If thou couldst but see when they are confronted with their Lord he will say: is not this the truth? 

they will say: yea, by our Lord he will say: taste ye then the penalty, because ye rejected Faith. 

-31- Lost indeed are they who treat it as a falsehood that they must meet Allah, until on a sudden the 

hour is on them, and they say: ah woe unto us that we took no thought of it; for they bear their burdens 

on their backs, and evil indeed are the burdens that they bear? 

-32- What is the life of this world but play and amusement? but best is the home in the Hereafter, for 

those who are righteous. Will ye not then understand? 

-33- We know indeed the grief which their words do cause thee: it is not thee they reject: it is the 

Signs of Allah, which the wicked contemn. 
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-34- Rejected were the Messengers before thee: with patience and constancy they bore their rejection 

and their wrongs, until Our aid did reach them: there is none that can alter the Words (and decrees) of 

Allah. Already hast thou received some account of those Messengers. 

-35- If their spurning is hard on thy mind, yet if thou wert able to seek a tunnel in the ground or a 

ladder to the skies and bring them a sign, (what good?). If it were Allah's will, he could gather them 

together unto true guidance: so be not thou amongst those who are swayed by ignorance (and 

impatience)! 

-36- Those who listen (in truth), be sure, will accept: as to the dead, Allah will raise them up; then will 

they be turned unto him. 

-37- They say: why is not a sign sent down to him from his Lord? say: Allah hath certainly power to 

send down a sign: but most of them understand not. 

-38- There is not an animal (that lives) on the earth, nor a being that flies on its wings, but (forms part 

of) communities like you. Nothing have we omitted from the book, and they (all) shall be gathered to 

their Lord in the end. 

-39- Those who reject our Signs are deaf and dumb, in the midst of darkness profound: whom Allah 

willeth, he leaveth to wander: whom he willeth, he placeth on the way that is straight. 

-40- Say: think ye to yourselves, if there come upon you the wrath of Allah, or the hour (that ye 

dread), would ye then call upon other than Allah? (reply) if ye are truthful 

-41- Nay, on him would ye call, and if it be his will, he would remove (the distress) which occasioned 

your call upon him, and ye would forget (the false gods) which ye join with him 

-42- Before thee we sent (Messengers) to many nations, and we afflicted the nations with suffering 

and adversity, that they might learn humility. 

-43- When the suffering reached them from us, why then did they not learn humility? on the contrary 

their hearts become hardened, and Satan made their (sinful) acts seem alluring to them. 

-44- But when they forgot the warning they had received, we opened to them the gates of all (good) 

things, until, in the midst of their enjoyment of our gifts, on a sudden, we called them to account, 

when lo they were plunged in despair! 

-45- Of the wrongdoers the last remnant was cut off. Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher of the worlds. 

-46- Say: think ye, if Allah took away your hearing and your sight, and sealed up your hearts, whoa 

Allah other than Allah could restore them to you? see how we explain the Signs by various (symbols); 

yet they turn aside. 

-47- Say: think ye, if the punishment of Allah comes to you, whether suddenly or openly, will any be 

destroyed except those who do wrong? 

-48- We send the Messengers only to give good news and to warn: so those who believe and mend 

(their lives)- upon them shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. 

-49- But those who reject our Signs, them shall punishment touch, for that they ceased not from 

transgressing. 

-50- Say: I tell you not that with me are the treasures of Allah, nor do I know what is hidden, nor do I 

tell you I am an angel. I but follow what is revealed to me. Say: can the blind be help equal to the 

seeing? will ye then consider not? 

-51- Give this warning to those in whose (hearts) is the fear that they will be brought (to judgment) 

before their Lord: except for him they will have no protector nor intercessor: that they may guard 

(against evil). 

-52- Send not away those who call on their Lord morning and evening, seeking his face. In naught art 

thou accountable for them, and in naught are they accountable for thee, that thou shouldst turn them 

away, and thus be (one) of the unjust. 

-53- Thus did we try some of them by comparison with others, that they should say: is it these then 

that Allah hath favored from amongst us? doth not Allah know best those who are grateful? 

-54- When those come to thee who believe in our Signs, say: peace be on you: your Lord hath 

inscribed for Himself (the rule of) mercy: verily, if any of you did evil in ignorance, and thereafter 

repented, and amended (his conduct), lo he is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-55- Thus do we explain the Signs in detail: that the way of the sinners may be shown up. 
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-56- Say: I am forbidden to worship those others than Allah whom ye call upon. Say: I will not follow 

your vain desires: if I did, I would stray from the path, and be not of the company of those who 

receive guidance. 

-57- Say: for me, I (work) on a clear sign from my Lord, but ye reject him. What ye would see 

hastened, is not in my power. The command rests with none but Allah: he declares the truth, and he is 

the best of judges. 

-58- Say: if what ye would see hastened were in my power, the matter would be settled at once 

between you and me. But Allah knoweth best those who do wrong. 

-59- With him are the keys of the unseen, the treasures that none knoweth but he. He knoweth 

whatever there is on the earth and in the sea. Not a leaf doth fall but with his knowledge: there is not a 

grain in the darkness (or depths) of the earth, nor anything fresh or dry (green or withered), but is 

(inscribed) in a record clear (to those who can read). 

-60- It is He Who doth take your souls by night, and hath knowledge of all that ye have done by day: 

by day doth he raise you up again; that a term appointed be fulfilled; in the end unto him will be your 

return; then will he show you the truth of all that ye did. 

-61- He is the irresistible, (watching) from above over his worshippers, and he sets guardians over 

you. At length, when death approaches one of you, our angels take his soul, and they never fail in their 

duty. 

-62- Then are men returned unto Allah, their protector, the (only) reality: is not his the command? and 

he is the swiftest in taking account. 

-63- Say: who is it that delivereth you from the dark recesses of land sea, when ye call upon him in 

humility and silent terror: if he only delivers us from these (dangers), (we vow) we shall truly show 

our gratitude. 

-64- Say: it is Allah that delivereth you from these and all (other) distresses; and yet ye worship false 

gods 

-65- Say: he hath power to send calamities on you, from above and below, or to cover you with 

confusion in party strife, giving you a taste of mutual vengeance each from the other. See how we 

explain the Signs by various (symbols); that they may understand. 

-66- But thy people reject this, though it is the truth. Say: not mine is the responsibility for arranging 

your affairs; 

-67- For every message is a limit of time, and soon shall ye know it. 

-68- When thou seest men engaged in vain discourse about our Signs, turn away from them unless 

they turn to a different theme. If Satan ever makes thee forget, then after recollection, sit not thou in 

the company of those who do wrong. 

-69- On their account no responsibility falls on the righteous, but (their duty) is to remind them, that 

they may (learn to) fear Allah. 

-70- Leave alone those who take their religion to be mere play and amusement, and are deceived by 

the life of this world. But proclaim (to them) this (truth): that every soul delivers itself to ruin by its 

own acts: it will find for itself no protector or intercessor except Allah: if it offered every ransom, (or 

reparation), none will be accepted: such is (the end of) those who deliver themselves to ruin by their 

own acts: they will have for drink (only) boiling water, and for punishment, one most grievous or they 

persisted in rejecting Allah. 

-71- Say: shall we indeed call on others besides Allah, things that can do us neither good nor harm, 

and turn on our heels after receiving guidance from Allah? like one whom the evil ones have made 

into a fool, wandering bewildered through the earth, his friends calling come to us, (vainly) guiding 

him to the path. Say: Allah's guidance is the (only) guidance, and we have been directed to submit 

ourselves to the Lord of the worlds; 

-72- To establish regular Prayers and to fear Allah: for it is to him that we shall be gathered together. 

-73- It is He Who created the heavens and the earth in true (proportions): the day he saith, be, behold 

it is. His word is the truth. His will be the dominion the day the trumpet will be blown. He knoweth 

the unseen as well as that which is open. For he is the wise, well acquainted (with all things). 



-74- Lo Abraham said to his father Azar: takest thou idols for gods? for see thee and thy people in 

manifest error. 

-75- So also did we show Abraham the power and the laws of the heavens and the earth, that he might 

(with understanding) have certitude. 

-76- When the night covered him over, he saw a star: he said: this is my Lord. But when it set, he said: 

I love not those that set. 

-77- When he saw the moon rising in splendour, he said: this is my Lord. But when the moon set, he 

said: unless my Lord guide me, I shall surely be among those who go astray. 

-78- When he saw the sun rising in splendour, he said: this is my Lord; this is the greatest (of all). But 

when the sun set, he said: O my people I am indeed free from your (guilt) of giving partners to Allah. 

-79- For me, I have set my face, firmly and truly, towards Him Who created the heavens and the earth, 

and never shall I give partners to Allah. 

-80- His people disputed with him. He said: (come) ye to dispute with me, about Allah, when he 

(Himself) hath guided me? I fear not (the beings) ye associate with Allah: unless my Lord willeth, 

(nothing can happen). My Lord comprehendeth in his knowledge all things. Will ye not (yourselves) 

be admonished? 

-81- How should I fear (the beings) ye associate with Allah, when ye fear not to give partners to Allah 

without any warrant having been given to you? which of (us) two parties hath more right to security? 

(tell me) if ye know. 

-82- It is those who believe and confuse not their beliefs with wrong that are (truly) in security, for 

they are on (right) guidance. 

-83- That was the reasoning about us, which we gave to Abraham (to use) against his people: we raise 

whom we will, degree after degree: for thy Lord is full of wisdom and knowledge. 

-84- We gave him Isaac and Jacob: all (three) we guided: and before him, we guided Noah, and 

among his progeny, David, Solomon, Job, Joseph, Moses, and Aaron: thus do we reward those who 

do good: 

-85- And Zakariya and John, and Jesus and Elias: all in the ranks of the righteous: 

-86- And Isma'il and Elisha. And Jonas, and lot: and to all we gave favour above the nations: 

-87- (to them) and to their fathers, and progeny and brethren: we chose them, and we guided them to a 

straight way. 

-88- This is the guidance of Allah: he giveth that guidance to whom he pleaseth, of his worshippers. If 

they were to join other gods with him, all that they did would be vain for them. 

-89- These were the men to whom we gave the book, and authority, and Prophethood: if these (their 

descendants) reject them, behold we shall entrust their charge to a new people who reject them not. 

-90- Those were the (prophets) who received Allah's guidance: copy the guidance they received; say: 

no reward for this do I ask of you: this is no less than a message for the nations. 

-91- Do just estimate of Allah do they make when they say: nothing doth Allah send down to man (by 

way of revelation): say: who then sent down the book which Moses brought? a light and guidance to 

man: but ye make it into (separate) sheets for show, while ye conceal much (of its contents): therein 

were ye taught that which ye knew not neither ye nor your fathers. Say: Allah (sent it down): then 

leave them to plunge in vain discourse and trifling. 

-92- And this is a book which we have sent down, bringing blessings, and confirming (the revelations) 

which came before it: that thou mayest warn the mother of cities and all around her. Those who 

believe in the Hereafter believe in this (book), and they are constant in guarding their Prayers. 

-93- Who can be more wicked than one who inventeth a lie against Allah, or saith, I have received 

inspiration, when he hath received none, or (again) who saith, I can reveal the like of what Allah hath 

revealed? if thou couldst but see how the wicked (do fare) in the flood of confusion at death the angels 

stretch forth their hands, (saying), yield up your souls: this day shall ye receive your reward, a penalty 

of shame, for that ye used to tell lies against Allah, and scornfully to reject of his Signs 

-94- And behold ye come to us bare and alone as we created you for the first time: ye have left behind 

you all (the favours) which we bestowed on you: we see not with you your intercessors whom ye 



thought to be partners in your affairs: so now all relations between you have been cut off, and your 

(pet) fancies have left you in the lurch! 

-95- It is Allah who causeth the seed grain and the date stone to split and sprout. He causeth the living 

to issue from the dead, and he is the one to cause the dead to issue from the living. That is Allah: them 

how are ye deluded away from the truth? 

-96- He it is that cleaveth the day break (from the dark): he makes the night for rest and tranquility, 

and the sun and moon for the reckoning (of time): such is the judgment and ordering of (him), the 

exalted in power, the omniscient. 

-97- it is who maketh the stars (as beacons) for you, that ye may guide yourselves, with their help, 

through the dark spaces of land and sea: we detail our Signs for people who know. 

-98- it is who hath produced you from a single person: here is a place of sojourn and a place of 

departure: we detail our Signs for people who understand. 

-99- it is He Who sendeth down rain from the skies: with it We produce vegetation of all kinds: from 

some We produce green (crops), out of which We produce grain, heaped up (at harvest); out of the 

date palm and its sheaths (or spathes) (come) clusters of dates hanging low and near: and (then there 

are) gardens of grapes, and olives, and pomegranates, each similar (in kind) yet different (in variety): 

when they begin to bear fruit, feast your eyes with the fruit and the ripeness thereof. Behold in these 

things there are Signs for people who believe. 

-100- Yet they make the Jinns equals with Allah, though Allah did create the Jinns; and they falsely, 

having no knowledge, attribute to him sons and daughters. Praise and glory be to him (for he is) above 

what they attribute to Him! 

-101- To him is due the primal origin of the heavens and the earth: how can he have a son when he 

hath no consort? he created all things, and he hath full knowledge of all things. 

-102- That is Allah, your Lord! There is no god but He, the Creator of all things: then worship ye 

Him: and He hath power to dispose of all affaires. 

-103- No vision can grasp him, but his grasp is over all vision: he is above all comprehension, yet is 

acquainted with all things. 

-104- Now have come to you, from your Lord, proofs (to open your eyes): if any will see, it will be for 

(the good of) his own soul; if any will be blind, it will be to his own (harm): I am not (here) to watch 

over your doings. 

-105- Thus do we explain the Signs by various (symbols): that they may say, thou hast taught (us) 

diligently, and that we may make the matter clear to those who know. 

-106- Follow what thou art taught by inspiration from thy Lord: there is no god but He: and turn aside 

from those who join gods with Allah. 

-107- If it had been Allah's plan, they would not have taken false gods: but we made thee not one to 

watch over their doings, nor art thou set over them to dispose of their affairs. 

-108- Revile not ye those whom they call upon besides Allah, lest they out of spite revile Allah in 

their ignorance. Thus have we made alluring to each people its own doings. In the end will they return 

to their Lord, and we shall then tell them the truth of all that they did. 

-109- They swear their strongest oaths by Allah, that if a (special) sign came to them, by it they would 

believe. Say: certainly (all) Signs are in the power of go: but what will make you (Muslims) realize 

that (even) if (special) Signs came, they will not believe. 

-110- We (too) shall turn to (confusion) their hearts and their eyes, even as they refused to believe in 

this in the first instance: we shall leave them in their trespasses, to wander in distraction. 

8th Section (Juzu') 

-111- Even if we did send unto them angels, and the dead did speak unto them, and we gathered 

together all things before their very eyes, they are not the ones to believe, unless it is in Allah's plan. 

But most of them ignore (the truth). 

-112- Likewise did we make for every Messenger an enemy- evil ones among men and Jinns, 

inspiring each other with flowery discourses by way of deception. If thy Lord had so planned, they 

would not have done it: so leave them and their inventions alone. 



-113- To such (deceit) let the heats of those incline, who have no Faith in the Hereafter: let them 

delight in it, and let them earn from it what they may. 

-114- Say: shall I seek for judge other than Allah? when he it is who hath sent unto you the book, 

explained in detail. They know full well, to whom we have given the book, that it hath been sent down 

from thy Lord in truth. Never be then of those who doubt. 

-115- The word of thy Lord doth find its fulfillment in truth and injustice: none can change his words: 

for he is the one who heareth and knoweth all. 

-116- Wert thou to follow the common run of those on earth, they will lead thee away from the way of 

Allah. They follow nothing but conjecture: they do nothing but lie. 

-117- Thy Lord knoweth best who strayeth from his way: he knoweth best who they are that receive 

his guidance. 

-1 18- So eat of (meats) on which Allah's name hath been pronounced, if ye have faith in His Signs. 

-119- Why should ye not eat of (meats) on which Allah's name hath been pronounced, when he hath 

explained to you in detail what is forbidden to you except under compulsion of necessity? but many 

do mislead (men) by their appetites unchecked by knowledge. Thy Lord knoweth best those who 

transgress. 

-120- Eschew all sin, open or secret: those who earn sin will get due recompense for their earnings. 

-121- Eat not of (meats) on which Allah's name hath not been pronounced: that would be impiety. But 

the evil ones ever inspire their friends to contend with you if ye were to obey them, ye would indeed 

be pagans. 

-122- Can he who was dead, to whom we gave life, and a light whereby he can walk amongst men, be 

like him who is in the depths of darkness, from which he can never come out? thus to those without 

Faith their own deeds seem pleasing. 

-123- Thus have we placed leaders in every town, its wicked men, to plot (and burrow) therein: but 

they only plot against their own souls, and they perceive it not. 

-124- When there comes to them a Sign (from Allah), they say: "We shall not believe until we receive 

one (exactly) like those received by Allah's Messengers." Allah knoweth best where (and how) to 

carry out his mission. Soon will the wicked be overtaken by humiliation before Allah, and a severe 

punishment, for all their plots. 

-125- Those whom Allah (in his plan) willeth to guide, he openeth their breast to Islam; those whom 

he willeth to leave straying, he maketh their breast close and constricted, as if they had to climb up to 

the skies: thus doth Allah (heap) the penalty on those who refuse to believe. 

-126- This is the way of the Lord, leading straight: we have detailed the sins for those who receive 

admonition. 

-127- For them will be a home of peace in the presence of their Lord: he will be their friend, because 

they practised (righteousness). 

-128- One day will he gather them all together, (and say): O ye assembly of Jinns much (toll) did ye 

take of men. Their friends amongst men will say: our Lord we made profit from each other: but (alas) 

we reached our term which thou didst appoint for us. He will say: the fire be your dwelling place: you 

will dwell therein forever, except as Allah willeth. For thy Lord is full of wisdom and knowledge. 

-129- Thus do We make the wrongdoers turn to each other, because of what they earn. 

-130- O ye assembly of Jinns and men! came there not unto you Messengers from amongst you, 

setting forth unto you my Signs, and warning you of the meeting of this Day of yours? they will say: 

we bear witness against ourselves. It was the life of this world that deceived them. So against 

themselves will they bear witness that they rejected Faith. 

-131- (The Messengers were sent) thus, for thy Lord would not destroy, for their wrongdoing men's 

habitations whilst their occupants were unwarned. 

-132- To all are degrees (or ranks) according to their deeds: for thy Lord is not unmindful of anything 

that they do. 

-133- Thy Lord is Self-Sufficient, full of mercy: if it were his will, he could destroy you, and in your 

place appoint whom he will as your successors, even as he raised you up from the posterity of other 

people. 
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-134- All that hath been promised unto you will come to pass: nor can ye frustrate it (in the least bit). 

-135- Say: O my people do whatever ye can: I will do (my part): soon will ye know who it is whose 

end will be (best) in the Hereafter: certain it is that the wrongdoers will not prosper. 

-136- Out of what Allah hath produced in abundance in tilth and in cattle, they assigned him a share: 

they say, according to their fancies: this is for Allah, and this for our partners but the share of their 

partners reacheth not Allah, whilst the share of Allah reacheth their partners evil (and unjust) is their 

assignment 

-137- Even so, in the eyes of most of the pagans, their partners made alluring the slaughter of their 

children, in order to lead them to their own destruction, and cause confusion in their religion. If Allah 

had willed, they would not have done so: but leave alone them and their inventions. 

-138- And they say that such and such cattle and crops are taboo, and none should eat of them except 

those whom so they say we wish; further, there are cattle forbidden to yoke or burden, and cattle on 

which, (at slaughter), the name of Allah is not pronounced; inventions against Allah's name: soon will 

he requite them for their inventions. 

-139- They say: what is in the wombs of such and such cattle is specially reserved (for food) for our 

men, and forbidden to our women; but if it is still born, then all have shares therein. For their (false) 

attribution (of superstitions to Allah), He will soon punish them: for He is full of wisdom and 

knowledge. 

-140- Lost are those who slay their children, from folly, without knowledge, and forbid food which 

Allah hath provided for them, inventing (lies) against Allah. They have indeed gone astray and heeded 

no guidance. 

-141- It is He Who produceth gardens, with trellises and without, and dated, and tilth with produce of 

all kinds, and olives and pomegranates, similar (in kind) and different (in variety): eat of their fruit in 

their season, but render the dues that are proper on the day that the harvest is gathered. But waste not 

by excess: for Allah loveth not the wasters. 

-142- Of the cattle are some for burden and some for meat: eat what Allah hath provided for you, and 

follow not the footsteps of Satan: for he is to you an avowed enemy. 

-143- (take) eight (head of cattle) in (four) pairs: of sheep a pair, and of goats a pair; say, hath He 

forbidden the two males, or the two females, or (the young) which the wombs of the two females 

enclose? tell me with knowledge if ye are truthful: 

-144- Of camels a pair, and of oxen a pair; say, hath He forbidden the two males, or the two females, 

or (the young) which the wombs of the two females enclose? were ye present when Allah ordered you 

such a thing? but who doth more wrong than one who invents a lie against Allah, to lead astray men 

without knowledge? for Allah guideth not people who do wrong. 

-145- Say: I find not in the message received by me by inspiration any (meat) forbidden to be eaten by 

one who wishes to eat it, unless it be dead meat, or blood poured forth, or the flesh of swine, for it is 

an abomination or, what is impious, (meat) on which a name has been invoked, other than Allah's. But 

(even so), if a person is forced by necessity, without wilful disobedience, nor transgressing due limits, 

thy Lord is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-146- For those who followed the Jewish law, we forbade every (animal) with undivided hoof, and we 

forbade them the fat of the ox and the sheep, except what adheres to their backs or their entrails, or is 

mixed up with a bone: this in recompense for their wilful disobedience: for we are true (in our 

ordinances). 

-147- If they accuse thee of falsehood, say: your Lord is full of mercy all embracing; but from people 

in guilt never will his wrath be turned back. 

-148- Those who give partners (to Allah) will say: if Allah had wished, we should not have given 

partners to him, nor would our fathers; nor should we have had any taboos. So did their ancestors 

argue falsely, until they tasted of our wrath. Say: have ye any (certain) knowledge? if so, produce it 

before us. Ye follow nothing but conjecture: ye do nothing but lie. 

-149- With Allah is the argument that reaches home: if it had been his will, He could indeed have 

guided you all. 



-150- Say: bring forward your witnesses to prove that Allah did forbid so and so. If they bring such 

witnesses, be not thou amongst them: nor follow thou the vain desires of such as treat our Signs as 

falsehoods, and such as believe not in the Hereafter: for they hold others as equal with their guardian 

Lord. 

-151- Say: come, I will rehearse what Allah hath (really) prohibited you from: join not anything as 

equal with him; be good to your parents; kill not your children on a plea of want; we provide 

sustenance for you and for them; come not nigh to shameful deeds, whether open or secret; take not 

life, which Allah hath made sacred, except by way of justice and law: thus doth He command you, 

that ye may learn wisdom. 

-152- And come not nigh to the orphan's property, except to improve it, until he attain the age of full 

strength; give measure and weight with (full) justice; no burden do we place on any soul, but that 

which it can bear; whenever ye speak, speak justly, even if a near relative is concerned; and fulfil the 

Covenant of Allah: thus doth He command you, that ye may remember. 

-153- Verily, this is my way, leading straight: follow it: follow not (other) paths: they will scatter you 

about from his (great) path: thus doth He command you, that ye may be righteous. 

-154- Moreover, we gave Moses the book, completing (our favour) to those who would do right, and 

explaining all things in detail, and a guide and a mercy, that they might believe in the meeting with 

their Lord. 

-155- And this is a book which we have revealed as a blessing: so follow it and be righteous, that ye 

may receive mercy: 

-156- Lest ye should say: the book was sent down to two peoples before us, and for our part, we 

remained unacquainted with all that they learned by assiduous study; 

-157- Or lest ye should say: if the book had only been sent down to us, we should have followed its 

guidance better than they. Now then hath come unto you a clear (sign) from your Lord, and a guide 

and a mercy: then who could do more wrong than one who rejecteth Allah's Signs, and turneth away 

therefrom? in good time shall we requite those who turn away from our Signs, with a dreadful penalty, 

for their turning away. 

-158- Are they waiting to see if the angels come to them, or thy Lord (Himself), or certain of the Signs 

of thy Lord the day that certain of the Signs of thy Lord do come, no good will it do to a soul to 

believe in them then, if it believed not before nor earned righteousness through its Faith. Say: wait ye: 

we too are waiting. 

-159- As for those who divide their religion and break up into sects, thou hast no part in them in the 

least: their affair is with Allah: He will in the end tell them the truth of all that they did. 

-160- He that doeth good shall have ten times as much to his credit: he that doeth evil shall only be 

recompensed according to his evil: no wrong shall be done unto (any of) them. 

-161- Say: verily, my Lord hath guided me to a way that is straight, a religion of right, the path (trod) 

by Abraham the true in Faith, and he (certainly) joined not gods with Allah. 

-162- Say: truly, my prayer and my service of sacrifice, my life and my death, are (all) for Allah, the 

Cherisher of the worlds: 

-163- No partner hath He: this am I commanded, and I am the first of those who bow to his will. 

-164- Say: shall I seek for (my) Cherisher other than Allah, when He is the Cherisher of all things 

(that exist)? every soul draws the meed of its acts on none but itself: no bearer of burdens can bear the 

burden of another. Your goal in the end is towards Allah: He will tell you the truth of the things 

wherein ye disputed. 

-165- It is He Who hath made you (his) agents, inheritors of the earth: He hath raised you in ranks, 

some above others: that He may try you in the gifts He hath given you: for thy Lord is quick in 

punishment: yet He is indeed Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 



SURAH 7: AL A'RAF (The Heights). 

-1- Alif Lam Mim Sad. 



-2- A Book revealed unto three, so let thy heart be oppressed no more by any difficulty on that 

account, that with it thou mightest warn (the erring) and teach the Believers. 

-3- Follow (O men) the revelation Given unto you form your Lord, and follow not, as friends Or 

protectors, other than Him. Little it is ye remember of admonition. 

-4- Low many towns have we destroyed (for their sins)? our punishment took them on a sudden by 

night or while they slept for their afternoon rest. 

-5- When (thus) Our punishment Took them, no cry did they utter but this: Indeed we did wrong. 

-6- Then shall we question those to whom Our message was sent and those by whom We sent it. 

-7- And verily we shall recount their whole story with knowledge, for we Were never absent (At any 

time or place). 

-8- The balance that day will be true (to a nicety): those whose scale (of good) Will be heavy, will 

prosper: 

-9- Those whose scale will be light, will be light, will find their souls In perdition for that they 

wrongfully treated Our sings. 

-10- It is we who have placed you with authority on earth, and provided You therein with means for 

the fulfillment of your life: small are the thanks that ye give 

-11- It is we who created you and gave you chap; than we bade the angels bow down to Adam, and 

they bowed down; not so Iblis; he refused to be of those who bow down. 

-12- (Allah) said: What prevented Thee from bowing down when I commanded thee? He said: I am 

better than he: Thou didst create Me from fire, and him from clay. 

-13- (Allah) said: Get thee down From this: it is not For thee to be arrogant Here: get out, for thou Art 

of the meanest (of creatures). 

-14- He said: Give me respite Till the day they are Raced up. 

-15- (Allah) said: Be thou Among those who have respite. 

-16- He said: Because thou Hast thrown me out of the Way I o I will Lie in wait for them On Thy 

Straight Way: 

-17- Then will I assault them From before them and behind them, From Their right and their left: Nor 

wilt Thou find, In most of them, Gratitude (for Thy mercies). 

-18- (Allah) said: "Get out from this, disgraced and expelled. If any of them follow thee, Hell will I 

fill with you all. 

-19-0 Adam! dwell thou And thy wife in the Garden, and enjoy (its good things) as ye wish: but 

approach not this tree or ye run into harm and transgression. 

-20- Then began Satan to whisper suggestions to them, in order to reveal to them their shame that was 

hidden from them (before): he said: "Your Lord only forbade you this tree, Lest ye should become 

angels or such beings as live forever." 

-21- And he swore to them both that he was their sincere adviser. 

-22- So by deceit he brought about their fall: when they tasted of the tree, their shame became 

manifest to them, and they began to sew together the leaves of the Garden over their bodies. And their 

Lord called unto them: "Did I not forbid you that tree, and tell you that Satan was an avowed enemy 

unto you?" 

-23- They said: "Our Lord! We have wronged our own souls: if Thou forgive us not and bestow not 

upon us Thy Mercy, we shall Certainly be lost." 

-24- (Allah) said: "Get ye down, with enmity between yourself. On earth will be your dwelling-place 

and your means of livelihood- for a time." 

-25- He said: "Therein shall ye live, and therein shall ye die; but from it shall ye be taken out (at last)." 

-26- O ye Children of Adam! we shall have bestowed raiment upon you to cover your shame, as well 

as to be an adornment to you. But the raiment of righteousness- that is the best. Such are among the 

Signs of Allah, that they may receive admonition! 

-27- O ye Children of Adam! let not Satan seduce you, in the same manner as he got your parents out 

of the Garden, stripping them of their raiment, to expose their shame: for he and his tribe watch you 

from a position where ye cannot see them: We made the Evil Ones friends (only) to those without 

Faith. 



-28- When they do aught that is shameful, they say: "We found our fathers doing so"; and "Allah 

commanded us thus;" say: "Nay, Allah never commands what is shameful: do ye say of Allah what ye 

know not?" 

-29- Say: "My Lord hath commanded Justice; and that ye set your whole selves (to Him) at every time 

and place of prayer, and call upon Him, making your devotion sincere as in His sight: Such as He 

created you in the beginning, so shall ye return." 

-30- Some He hath guided: others have (by their choice) deserved the loss of their way; in that they 

took the Evil once, in preference to Allah, for their friends and protectors, and think that they receive 

guidance. 

-31-0 Children of Adam Wear your beautiful apparel at every time and place of prayer: eat and drink: 

but wast not be excess, for Allah loveth not the wasters. 

-32- Say: who hath forbidden the beautiful (gifts) of Allah, which He hath produced for his servants, 

and the things, clean and pure, (which He hath provided) for sustenance? Say they are, in the life of 

this world, for those who believe, (and) purely for them on the day of judgment thus do we explain the 

Signs in detail for those who understand. 

-33- Say: the things that my Lord hath indeed forbidden are: shameful deeds, whether open or secret; 

since and trespasses against truth or reason; assigning of partners to Allah, for which He hath given no 

authority; and saying things about Allah of which ye have no knowledge. 

-34- To every people is a term appointed: when their term is reached, not an hour can they cause 

delay, Nor (an hour) can they advance (it in anticipation). 

-35- O ye Children of Adam! whenever there come to you Messengers from amongst you, rehearsing 

My Signs unto you- those who are righteous and mend (their lives)- on them shall be no fear nor shall 

they grieve. 

-36- But those who reject our Signs and treat them with arrogance, they are companions of the fire, to 

dwell therein (forever). 

-37- Who is more unjust than one who invents a lie against Allah or rejects His Signs? For such, their 

portion appointed must reach them from the Book (of Decrees): until, when our messengers (of death) 

arrive and take their souls, they say: "Where are the things that ye used to invoke besides Allah?" 

They will reply, "They have left us in the lurch," and they will bear witness against themselves, that 

they had rejected Allah. 

-38- He will say: "Enter ye in the company of the peoples who passed away before you- men and 

Jinns- into the Fire. Every time a new people enters, it curses its sister-People (that went before), until 

they follow each other, all into the Fire. Saith the last about the first: "Our Lord! it is these that misled 

us: so give them a double penalty in the Fire." He will say: "Doubled for all": but this ye do not 

understand. 

-39- Then the first will say to the last: "See then! no advantage have ye over us; so taste ye of the 

Penalty for all that ye did!" 

-40- To those who reject Our Signs and treat them with arrogance, no opining will there be of the 

gates of heaven, nor will they enter the Garden, until the camel can pass through the eye of the needle: 

such is Our reward for those in sin. 

-41- For them there is Hell, as a couch (below) and folds of covering above: such is our requital of 

those who do wrong. 

-42- But those who believe and work righteousness- no burden do We place on any soul, but that 

which it can bear- they will be Companions of the Garden, therein to dwell (forever). 

-43- And we shall remove from their hearts any lurking sense of injury- beneath them will be rivers 

flowing- and they shall say: "Praise be to Allah, who hath guided us to this (felicity): never could we 

have found guidance, had it not been for the guidance of Allah: indeed it was the truth that the 

Messengers of our Lord brought unto us." And they shall hear the cry: "Behold the Garden before 

you! ye have been made its inheritors, for your deeds (of righteousness)." 

-44- The Companions of the Garden will call out to the Companions of the Fire: "We have indeed 

found the promises of our Lord to us true: have you also found your Lord's promises true?" They shall 

say, "Yes"; but a Crier shall proclaim between them: "The curse of Allah is on the wrongdoers- 
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-45- "Those who would hinder (men) from the path of Allah and would seek in it something crooked: 

they were those who denied the Hereafter." 

-46- Between them shall be a veil, and on the Heights will be men who would know every one by his 

marks: they will call out to the Companions of the Garden, "Peace on you": they will not have entered, 

but they will have an assurance (thereof). 

-47- When their eyes shall be turned towards the Companions of the Fire, they will say: "Our Lord! 

send us not to the company of the wrongdoers." 

-48- The men on the Heights will call to certain men whom they will know from their marks, saying: 

"Of what profit to you wear your hoards and your arrogant ways? 

-49- "Behold! are these not the men whom you swore that Allah with His Mercy would never bless? 

enter ye the Garden: no fear shall be on you nor shall ye grieve." 

-50- The Companions of the Fire will call to the Companions of the Garden: "Pour down to us water 

or anything that Allah doth provide for your sustenance." They will say: "Both these things hath Allah 

forbidden to those who rejected Him- 

-51- "Such as took their religion to be mere amusement and play, and were deceived by the life of the 

world." That day shall We forget them as they forgot the meeting of this day of theirs, and as they 

were wont to reject Our Signs. 

-52- For We had certainly sent unto them a Book, based on knowledge, which we explained in detail- 

a guide and a mercy to all who believe. 

-53- Do they just wait for the final fulfillment of the event? On the day the event is finally fulfilled, 

those who disregarded it before will say: "The Messengers of our Lord did indeed bring true (tidings). 

Have we no intercessors now to intercede on our behalf? Or could we be sent back? Then should we 

behave differently from our behavior in the past." In fact they will have lost their souls, and the things 

they invented will leave them in the lurch. 

-54- Your Guardian-Lord is Allah, Who created the heavens and the earth in six Days, then He 

established Himself on the Throne (of authority): He draweth the night as a veil O'er the day, each 

seeking the other in rapid succession: He created the sun, the moon, and the stars, (all) governed by 

laws under His Command. Is it not His to create and to govern? Blessed be Allah, the Cherisher and 

Sustainer of the worlds! 

-55- Call on your Lord with humility and in private: for Allah loveth not those who trespass beyond 

bounds. 

-56- Do no mischief on the earth, after in hath been set in order, but call on him with fear and longing 

(in your hearts): for the mercy of Allah is (always) near to those who do good. 

-57- It is who sendeth the winds like heralds of glad tidings, going before his mercy: when they have 

carried the heavy laden clouds, we drive them to a land that is dead, make rain to descend thereon, and 

produce every kind of harvest therewith: thus shall we raise up the dead: perchance ye may remember. 

-58- From the land that is clean and good, by the will of its Cherisher, springs up produce, (rich) after 

its Kind: but from the land that is bad, springs up nothing but that which is niggardly: thus do we 

explain the Signs by various (symbols) to those who are grateful. 

-59- We sent Noah to his people. He said: O my people Worship Allah ye have No other Allah but 

him. I fear for you the punishment of a dreadful day 

-60- The leaders of his people said: Ah we see thee evidently wandering (in mind). 

-61- He said: "O my people! no wandering is there in my (mind): on the contrary I am a messenger 

from the Lord and Cherisher of the Worlds! 

-62- 1 but fulfil towards you the duties of my Lord's mission: sincere is my advice to you, and I know 

from Allah something that ye know not. 

-63- Do ye wonder that there hath come to you a message from your Lord, through a man of your own 

people, to warn you, so that ye may fear Allah and happily receive his mercy? 

-64- But they rejected him, and we delivered him, and those with him in the ark: but we overwhelmed 

in the flood those who rejected our Signs. They were indeed a blind people 

-65- To the Aad people, (we sent) Hud, one of their (own) brethren: he said: O my people worship 

Allah ye have no other Allah but him will ye not fear (Allah)? 
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-66- The leaders of the Unbelievers among his people said: Ah we see thou art an imbecile and we 

think thou art a liar 

-67- He said: "O my people! I am no imbecile, but (I am) a messenger from the Lord and Cherisher of 

the Worlds! 

-68- "I but fulfil towards you the duties of my Lord's mission: I am to you a sincere and trustworthy 

adviser. 

-69- "Do ye wonder that there hath come to you a message from your Lord through a man of your 

own people, to warn you? Call in remembrance that He made you inheritors after the people of Noah, 

and gave you a stature tall among the nations. Call in remembrance the benefits (ye have received) 

from Allah: that so ye may prosper." 

-70- They said: "Comest thou to us, that we may worship Allah alone, and give up the cult of our 

fathers? Bring us what thou threatenest us with, if so be that thou tellest the truth!" 

-71- He said: "Punishment and wrath have already come upon you from your Lord: dispute ye with 

me over names which ye have devised- ye and your fathers- without authority from Allah? then wait: I 

am amongst you, also waiting." 

-72- We saved him and those who adhered to him, by our mercy, and we cut off the roots of those 

who rejected our Signs and did not believe. 

-73- To the Thamud people (we sent) Salih, one of their own brethren: he said: O my people worship 

Allah; ye have no other Allah but him. Now hath come unto you a clear (sign) from your Lord this she 

camel of Allah is a sign unto you: so leave her to graze in Allah's earth, and let her come to no harm, 

or you shall be seized with a grievous punishment. 

-74- And remember how He made you inheritors after the Aad people and gave you habitations in the 

land: ye build for yourself palaces and castles in (open) plains, and carve out homes in the mountains; 

so bring to remembrance the benefits (ye have received) from Allah, and refrain from evil and 

mischief on the earth. 

-75- The leaders of the arrogant party among his people said to those who were reckoned powerless- 

those among them who believed: "Know ye indeed that Salih is a messenger from his Lord?" They 

said: "We do indeed believe in the revelation which hath been sent through him." 

-76- The arrogant party said: "For our part, we reject what ye believe in." 

-77- Then they ham strung the she-camel, and insolently defied the order of their Lord, saying: "O 

Salih! bring about thy threats, if thou art a messenger (of Allah)!" 

-78- So the earthquake took them unawares, and they lay prostrate in their homes in the morning! 

-79- So Salih left them, saying: "O my people! I did indeed convey to you the message for which I 

was sent by my Lord: I gave you good counsel, but ye love not good counselors!" 

-80- We also (sent) Lut: He said to his people: "Do ye commit lewdness such as no people in creation 

(ever) committed before you? 

-81- "For ye practise your lusts on men in preference to women: ye are indeed a people transgressing 

beyond bounds." 

-82- And his people gave no answer but this: they said, drive them out of your city: these are indeed 

men who want to be clean and pure. 

-83- But we saved him and his family, except his wife: she was of those who lagged behind. 

-84- And we rained down on them a shower (of brimstone): then see what was the end of those who 

indulged in sin and crime 

-85- To the Madyan people we sent Shu'aib, one of their own brethren: he said: o my people worship 

Allah; ye have no other god but him. Now hath come unto you a clear (sign) from your Lord give just 

measure and weight, nor withhold from the people the things that are their due; and do no mischief on 

the earth after it has been set in order: that will be best for you, if ye have Faith. 

-86- And squat not on every road, breathing threats, hindering from the path of Allah those who 

believe in him, and seeking in it something crooked; but remember how ye were little, and He gave 

you increase. And hold in your mind's eye what was the end of those who did mischief, 



-87- And if there is a party among you who believes in the message with which I have been sent, and a 

party which does not believe, hold yourself in patience until Allah doth decide between us: for He is 

the best to decide. 

9th Section (Juzu') 

-88- The leaders, the arrogant party among his people, said: O Shu'aib we shall certainly drive thee out 

of our city (thee) and those who believe with thee; or else ye (thou and they) shall have to return to 

our ways and religion. He said: what even though we do detest (them)? 

-89- We should indeed invent a lie against Allah, if we returned to your ways after Allah hath rescued 

us therefor; nor could we by any manner of means return thereto unless it be as in the will and plan of 

Allah, our Lord can reach out to the utmost recesses of things by his knowledge. In Allah is our trust. 

Our Lord decide thou between us and our people in truth, for thou art the best to decide. 

-90- The leaders, the Unbelievers among his people, said: if ye follow Shu'aib, be sure then ye are 

ruined. 

-91- But the earthquake took them unawares, and they lay prostrate in their homes before the morning. 

-92- The men who rejected Shu'aib became as if they had never been in the homes where they had 

flourished: the men who rejected Shu'aib it was they who were ruined 

-93- So Shu'aib left them, saying: O my people I did indeed convey to you the messages for which I 

was sent by my Lord: I gave you good counsel, but how shall I lament over a people who refuse to 

believe 

-94- Whenever we sent a prophet to a town, we took up its people in suffering and adversity, in order 

that they might learn humility. 

-95- Then we changed their suffering into prosperity, until they grew and multiplied, and began to say: 

Our fathers (too) were touched by suffering and affluence Behold we called them to account of a 

sudden, while they realized not (their peril). 

-96- If the people of the towns had but believe and feared Allah, we should indeed have opened out to 

them (all kinds of) blessing from heaven and earth; but they rejected (the truth), and we brought them 

to book for their misdeeds. 

-97- Did the people of the town feel secure against the coming of our wrath by night while they were 

asleep? 

-98- Or else did they feel secure against its coming in broad daylight while they played about (care 

free)? 

-99- Did they then feel secure against the plan of Allah? but no one can feel secure from the plan of 

Allah, except those (Doomed) to ruin 

-100- To those who inherit the earth in succession to its (previous) possessors, is it not a guiding 

(lesson) that, if we so willed, we could punish them (too) for their sins, and seal up their hearts so that 

they could not hear? 

-101- Such were the towns whose story We (thus) relate unto thee: there came indeed to them their 

Messengers with clear (Signs): but they would not believe what they had rejected before. Thus doth 

Allah seal up the hearts of those who reject Faith. 

-102- Most of them we found not men (true) to their Covenant: but most of them we found rebellious 

and disobedient. 

-103- Then after them we sent Moses with our Signs to Pharaoh and his chiefs, but they wrongfully 

rejected them so see what was the end of those who made mischief. 

-104- Moses said: "O Pharaoh! I am a Messenger from the Lord of the Worlds- 

-105- "One for whom it is right to say nothing but truth about Allah. Now have I come unto you 

(people), from your Lord with a clear (Sign): so let the Children of Israel depart along with me." 

-106- (Pharaoh) said: "If indeed thou hast come with a Sign, show it forth- if thou tellest the truth." 

-107- Then (Moses) threw his rod, and behold it was a serpent, plain (for all to see)! 

-108- And he drew out his hand, and behold! It was white to all beholders! 

-109- Said the chiefs of the people of Pharaoh: "This is indeed a sorcerer well-versed. 

-110- "His plan is to get you out of your land: then what is it ye counsel?" 



-Ill- They said: "Keep him and his brother in suspense (for awhile); and send to the cities men to 

collect- 

-112- "And bring up to thee all (our) sorcerers well-versed." 

-1 13- So there came the sorcerers to Pharaoh: they said, of course we shall have a (suitable) reward if 

we win 

-114- He said: Yea, (and more), for ye shall in that case be (raised to posts) nearest (to my person). 

-115- They said: O Moses wilt thou throw (first), or shall we have the (first) throw? 

-116- Said Moses: throw ye (first). So when they threw, they bewitched the eyes of the people and 

struck terror into them: for they showed a great (feat of) magic. 

-117- We put it into Moses's mind by inspiration: throw (now) thy rod: and behold it swallows up 

straightway all the falsehoods which they fake 

-118- Thus truth was confirmed and all that they did was made of no effect. 

-1 19- So the (great ones) were vanquished there and then and were made to look small. 

-120- But the sorcerers fell down prostrate in adoration. 

-121- Saying: we believe in the Lord of the worlds, 

-122- The Lord of Moses and Aaron. 

-123- Said Pharaoh: believe ye in him before I give you permission? Surely this is a trick which ye 

have planned in the city to drive out its people: but soon shall ye know (the consequences). 

-124- Be sure I will cut off your hands and your feet on opposite sides, and I will cause you all to die 

on the cross. 

-125- They said: for us, we are but sent back unto our Lord: 

-126- But thou dost wreak thy vengeance on us simply because we believed in the Signs of our Lord 

when they reached us our Lord pour out on us patience and constancy, and take our souls unto thee as 

Muslims (who bow to thy will) 

-127- Said the chiefs of Pharaoh's people: wilt thou leave Moses and his people, to spread mischief in 

the land, and to abandon thee and thy Gods? he said: their male children will we slay; (only) their 

females will we save alive; and we have over them (power) irresistible. 

-128- Said Moses to his people: pray for help from Allah, and (wait) in patience and constancy: for the 

earth is Allah's to give as a heritage to such of His servants as He pleaseth; and the end is (best) for the 

righteous. 

-129- They said: we have had (nothing but) trouble, both before and after thou comest to us. He said: 

it may be that your Lord will destroy your enemy and make you inheritors in the earth; that so He may 

try you by your deeds. 

-130- We punished the people of Pharaoh with years (of drought) and shortness of crops; that they 

might receive admonition. 

-131- But when good (times) came, they said, this is due to us; when gripped by calamity, they 

ascribed it to evil omens connected with Moses and those with him behold in truth the omens of evil 

are theirs in Allah's sight, but most of them do not understand 

-132- They said (to Moses): whatever be the Signs thou bringest, to work therewith thy sorcery on us, 

we shall never believe in thee. 

-133- So we sent (plagues) on them: wholesale death, Locusts, Lice, Frogs, and blood: Signs openly 

self explained: but they were steeped in arrogance, a people given to sin. 

-134- Every time the penalty fell on them, they said: O Moses on our behalf call on thy Lord in virtue 

of his promise to thee: if thou wilt remove the penalty from us, we shall truly believe in thee, and we 

shall send away the Children of Israel with thee. 

-135- But every time we removed the penalty from them according to a fixed term which they had to 

fulfil, behold they broke their word 

-136- So we exacted retribution from them: we drowned them in the sea, because they rejected our 

Signs, and failed to take warning from them. 

-137- And we made a people, considered weak (and of no account), inheritors of lands in both east 

and west, lands whereon we sent down our blessings. The fair promise of thy Lord was fulfilled for 



the children odd Israel, because they had patience and constancy, and we leveled to the ground the 

great works and fine buildings which Pharaoh and his people erected (with such pride). 

-138- We took the Children of Israel (with safety) across the sea. They came upon a people devoted 

entirely to some idols they had. They said: O Moses fashion for us a god like unto the gods they have. 

He said: surely ye are a people without knowledge. 

-139- As to these folk, the cult they are in is (but) a fragment of a ruin, and vain is the (worship) which 

they practise. 

-140- He said: Shall I seek for you a Allah other than the (true) Allah, when it is Allah who hath 

endowed you with gifts above the nations? 

-141- And remember we rescued you from Pharaoh's people, who afflicted you with the worst of 

penalties, who slew your male children and saved alive your females: in that was a momentous trial 

from your Lord. 

-142- We appointed for Moses thirty nights, and completed (the period) with ten (more): thus was 

completed the term (of communion) with his Lord, forty nights. And Moses had charged his brother 

Aaron (before he went up): act for me amongst my people: do right, and follow not the way of those 

who do mischief. 

-143- When Moses came to the place appointed by us, and his Lord addressed him, he said: O my 

Lord show (thyself) to me, that I may look upon thee. Allah said. By no means canst thou see me 

(direct); but look upon the mount; if it abide in its place, then shalt thou see me. When his Lord 

manifested his glory on the mount, He made it as dust, and Moses fell down in a swoon. When he 

recovered his senses he said: Glory be to thee to thee I turn in repentance, and I am the first to believe. 

-144- (Allah) said: O Moses I have chosen thee above (other) men, by the mission I (have given thee) 

and the words I (have spoken to thee): take then the (revelation) which I give thee, and be of those 

who give thanks. 

-145- And we ordained laws for him in the tablets in all matters, both commanding and explaining all 

things, (and said): take and hold these with firmness, and enjoin thy people to hold fast by the best in 

the precepts: soon shall I show you the homes of the wicked, (how they lie desolate). 

-146- Those who behave arrogantly on the earth in defiance of right them will I turn away from my 

Signs: even if they see all the Signs, they will not believe in them; and if they see the way of right 

conduct, they will not adopt it as the way; but if they see the way of error, that is the way they will 

adopt. For they have rejected our Signs, and failed to take warning from them. 

-147- Those who reject our Signs and the meeting in the Hereafter, vain are their deeds: can they 

expect to be rewarded except as they have wrought? 

-148- The people of Moses made, in his absence, out of their ornaments, the image of a calf, (for 

worship): it seemed to low: did they not see that it could neither speak to them, nor show them the 

way? they took it for worship and they did wrong. 

-149- When they repented, and saw that they had erred, they said: if our Lord have not mercy upon us 

and forgive us, we shall indeed be of those who perish. 

-150- When Moses came back to his people, angry and grieved, he said: evil it is that ye have done in 

my place in my absence: did ye make haste to bring on the judgment of your Lord? he put down the 

tablets, seized his brother by (the hair of) his head, and dragged him to him. Aaron said: son of my 

mother the people did indeed reckon me as naught, and went near to slaying me make not the enemies 

rejoice over my misfortune, nor count thou me amongst the people of sin. 

-151- Moses prayed: O my Lord forgive me and my brother admit us to thy mercy for thou art the 

Most Merciful of those who show mercy 

-152- Those who took the calf (for worship) will indeed be overwhelmed with wrath from their Lord, 

and with shame in this life: thus do we recompense those who invent (falsehoods). 

-153- But those who do wrong but repent thereafter and (truly) believe, verily thy Lord is thereafter 

Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-154- When the anger of Moses was appeased, he took up the tablets: in the writing thereon was 

guidance and mercy for such as fear their Lord. 



-155- And Moses chose seventy of his people for our place of meeting: when they were seized with 
violent quaking, he prayed: O my Lord if it had been thy will thou couldst have destroyed, long 
before, both them and me: wouldst thou destroy us for the deeds of the foolish once among us? this is 
no more than trial: by it thou causest whom thou wilt to stray and thou leadest whom thou wilt into the 
right path. Thou art our protector: so forgive us and give us the mercy: for thou art the best of those 
who forgive. 

-156- And ordain for us that which is good, in this life and in the Hereafter: for we have turned unto 
thee. He said: with my punishment I visit whom I will; but my mercy extendeth to all things. That 
(mercy) I shall ordain for those who do right, and practise regular Charity, and those who believe in 
our Signs; 

-157- "Those who follow the Messenger, the unlettered Prophet, whom they find mentioned in their 
own (Scriptures)- in the Law and the Gospel- for he commands them what is just and forbids them 
what is evil; he allows them as lawful what is good (and pure) and prohibits them from what is bad 
(and impure); he releases them from their heavy burdens and from the yokes that are upon them. So it 
is those who believe in him, honour him, help him, and follow the Light which is sent down with him- 
it is they who will prosper." 

-158- Say: "O men! I am sent unto you all, as the Messenger of Allah, to Whom belongeth the 
dominion of the heavens and the earth: there is no god but He: it is He that giveth both life and death. 
So believe in Allah and His Messenger, the unlettered Prophet, who believeth in Allah and His Words: 
follow him that (so) ye may be guided." 

-159- Of the people of Moses there is a section who guide and do justice in the light of truth. 
-160- We divided them into twelve Tribes or nations. We directed Moses by inspiration, when his 
(thirsty) people asked him for water: "Strike the rock with thy staff: out of it there gushed forth 
twelve springs: each group knew its own place for water. We gave them the shade of clouds, and sent 
down to them manna and quails, (saying): "Eat of the good things we have provided for you": (but 
they rebelled); to Us they did no harm, but they harmed their own souls. 

-161- And remember it was said to them: dwell in this town and eat therein as ye wish, but say the 
word of humility and enter the gate in a posture of humility: we shall forgive you your faults; we shall 
increase (the portion of) those who do good. 

-162- But the transgressors among them changed the word from that which had been given them so 
we sent on them a plague from heaven. For that they repeatedly transgressed. 

-163- Ask them concerning the town standing close by the sea. Behold they transgressed in the matter 
of the Sabbath. For on the day their Sabbath their fish did come to them, openly holding up their 
heads, but on the day they had no Sabbath, they came not: thus did we make a trial of them, for they 
were Given to transgression. 

-164- When some of them said: why do ye preach to a people whom Allah will destroy or visit with a 
terrible punishment? said the preachers: to discharge our duty to your Lord, and perchance they may 
fear him. 

-165- When they disregarded the warnings that had been given them, we rescued those who forbade 
evil; but we visited the wrongdoers with a grievous punishment, because they were given to 
transgression. 

-166- When in their insolence they transgressed (all) prohibitions, we said to them: be ye apes, 
despised and rejected. 

-167- Behold thy Lord did declare that He would send against them, to the day of judgment, those 
who would affect them with grievous penalty. Thy Lord is quick in retribution, but He is also Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-168- We broke them up into sections on this earth. There are among them some that are the righteous, 
and some that are the opposite. We have tried them with both prosperity and adversity: in order that 
they might turn (to us). 

-169- After them succeeded an (evil) generation: they inherited the book, but they chose (for 
themselves) the vanities of this world, saying (for excuse): (everything) will be forgiven us. (even so), 
if similar vanities came their way, they would (again) seize them. Was not the Covenant of the book 
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taken from them, that they would not ascribe to Allah anything but the truth? and they study what is in 

the book. But best for the righteous in the home in the Hereafter. Will ye not understand? 

-170- As to those who hold fast by the book and establish regular prayer, never shall we suffer the 

reward of the righteous to perish. 

-171- When we shook the mount over them, as if it had been a canopy, and they thought it was going 

to fall on them (we said): hold firmly to what we have given you, and bring (ever) to remembrance 

what is therein; perchance ye may fear Allah. 

-172- When thy Lord drew forth from the children of Adam from their loins their descendants, and 

made them testify concerning themselves, (saying): Am I not your Lord (who cherishes and sustains 

you)? they said: yea we do testify (this), lest ye should say on the day of judgment: of this we were 

never mindful: 

-173- Or lest ye should say: our fathers before us may have taken false gods, but we are (their) 

descendants after them: wilt thou then destroy us because of the deeds of men who were futile? 

-174- Thus do we explain the Signs in detail; and perchance they may turn (unto us). 

-175- Relate to them the story of the man to whom we sent our Signs, but he passed them by: so Satan 

followed him up, and he went astray. 

-176- If it had been our will, we should have elevated him with our Signs; but he inclined to the earth, 

and followed his own vain desires. His similitude is that of a dog: if you attack him, he lolls out his 

tongue, or if you leave him alone, he (still) lolls out his tongue. That is the similitude of those who 

reject our Signs; so relate the story; perchance they may reflect. 

-177- Evil as an example are people who reject our Signs and wrong their own souls. 

-178- Whom Allah doth guide, he is on the right path: whom He rejects from his guidance, such are 

the persons who perish. 

-179- Many are the Jinns and men we have made for Hell: they have hearts wherewith they 

understand not, eyes wherewith they see not, and ears wherewith they hear not. They are like cattle, 

nay more misguided: for they are heedless (of warning). 

-180- The most beautiful names belong to Allah: so call on him by them; but shun such men as use 

profanity in his names: for what they do, they will soon be requited. 

-181- Of those we have created are people who direct (others) with truth. And dispense justice 

therewith. 

-182- Those who reject our Signs, we shall gradually visit with punishment, in ways they perceive not; 

-183- Respite will I grant unto them: for my scheme is strong (and unfailing). 

-184- Do they not reflect? their companion is not seized with madness: He is but a perspicuous 

warner. 

-185- Do they see nothing in the government of the heavens and the earth and all that Allah hath 

created? (do they not see) that it may well be that their term in nigh drawing to an end? in what 

message after this will they then believe? 

-186- To such as Allah rejects from his guidance, there can be no guide: He will leave them in their 

trespasses, wandering in distraction. 

-187- They ask thee about the (final) hour when will be its appointed time? say: the knowledge thereof 

is with my Lord (alone): none but He can reveal as to when it will occur. Heavy were its burden 

though the heavens and the earth. Only, all of a sudden will it come to you. They ask thee as if thou 

wart eager in search thereof: say: the knowledge thereof is with Allah (alone), but most men know 

not. 

-188- Say: I have no power over any good or harm to my self except as Allah willeth. If I had 

knowledge of the unseen I should have multiplied all good and no evil should have touched me: I am 

but a warner, and a bringer of glad tidings to those who have Faith. 

-189- It is He Who created you from a single person and made his mate of like nature, in order that he 

might dwell with her (in love). When they are united, she bears a light burden and carries it about 

(unnoticed) when she grows heavy, they both pray to Allah their Lord, (saying): if thou givest us a 

goodly child. We vow shall (ever) be grateful. 



-190- But when He giveth them a goodly child, they ascribe to others a share in the gift they have 

received: but Allah is exalted high above the partners they ascribe to him. 

-191- Do they indeed ascribe to him as partners things that can create nothing, but are themselves 

created? 

-192- No aid can they give them nor can they aid themselves 

-193- If ye call them to guidance, they will not obey: for you it is the same whether ye call them or ye 

hold your peace 

-194- Verily those who mean ye who ye call upon besides Allah are servants like unto you: call upon 

them and let them lesson to your prayer, if ye are (indeed) truthful 

-195- Have they feet to walk with? or hands to lay hold with? or eyes to see with? or earth to hear 

with? say: call your Allah partners, scheme (your worst) against me, and give me no respite! 

-196- For my protector is Allah, who revealed the book (from time to time), and he will choose and 

befriend the righteous. 

-197- But those ye call upon besides him, are unable to help you, and indeed to help themselves. 

-198- If thou callest them to guidance, they hear not. Thou wilt see them looking at the but the see not. 

-199- Hold to forgiveness; command what is right; but turn away from the ignorant. 

-200- If a suggestion from Satan Assail thy (mind), seek refuge with Allah; for He heareth and 

knoweth (all things). 

-201- Those who fear Allah, when a thought of evil from Satan assaults them, bring Allah to 

remembrance, when lo they see (aright) 

-202- But their brethren (the evil once) plunge them deeper into error, and never relax (their efforts). 

-203- If thou bring them not a revelation, they say: why hast thou not go it together? say: I but follow 

what is revealed to me from my Lord: this is (nothing but) lights from your Lord, and guidance, and 

mercy, for any who have Faith. 

-204- When the Quran is read, listen to it with attention, and hold your peace: that ye may receive 

mercy. 

-205- And do thou (O reader) bring thy Lord to remembrance in thy (very) soul, with humility and in 

reverence, without loudness in words, in the mornings and evenings; and be not thou of those who are 

unheedful. 

-206- Those who are near to thy Lord, disdain not to do him worship: they celebrate his praises, and 

bow down before him. 



SURAH 8: AL ANFAL (The Spoils of War). 

-1- They ask thee concerning (things taken as) spoils of war. Say: "(Such) spoils are at the disposal of 

Allah and the Messenger: so fear Allah, and keep straight the relations between yourselves: Obey 

Allah and His Messenger, if ye do believe." 

-2- For, Believers are those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a tremor in their hearts, and when they 

hear His Signs rehearsed, find their faith strengthened, and put (all) their trust in their Lord; 

-3- Who establish regular prayers and spend (freely) out of the gifts We have given them for 

sustenance: 

-4- Such in truth are the Believers: they have grades of dignity with their Lord, and forgiveness, and 

generous sustenance: 

-5- Just as thy Lord ordered thee out of thy house in truth, even though a party among the Believers 

disliked it, 

-6- Disputing with thee concerning the truth after it was made manifest, as if they were being driven to 

death and they (actually) saw it. 

-7- Behold Allah promised you one of the tow (enemy) parties, that is should be yours: ye wished that 

the one unarmed should be yours, but Allah willed to justify the truth according to his words, and to 

cut off the roots of the Unbelievers; 

-8- That He might justify truth and prove falsehood false, distasteful though it be to those in guilt. 
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-9- Remember ye implored the assistance of Lord, and He answered you: I will assist you with a 

thousand of the angels, ranks on ranks. 

-10- Allah made it but a message of hope, and an assurance to your hearts: (in any case) there is no 

help except from Allah: and Allah is exalted in power, wise. 

-11- Remember He covered you with a sort of drowsiness, to give you calm as from Himself, and He 

caused rain to descend on you from heaven, to clean you therewith, to remove from you the stain of 

Satan, to strengthen your hearts, and to plant your feet firmly therewith. 

-12- Remember thy Lord inspired the angels (with the message): "I am with you: give firmness to the 

Believers: I will instil terror into the hearts of the Unbelievers: smite ye above their necks and smite 

all their finger tips off them." 

-13- This because they contended against Allah and His Messenger: if any contend against Allah and 

His Messenger, Allah is strict in punishment. 

-14- Thus (will it be said): taste ye then of the (punishment): for those who resist Allah, is the penalty 

of the fire. 

-15- O ye who believe when ye meet the Unbelievers in hostile array, never turn your backs to them. 

-16- If any do turn his back to them on such a day unless it be in a stratagem of war, or to retreat to a 

troop (of his own) he draws on himself the wrath of Allah, and his abode is Hell, an evil refuge 

(indeed)! 

-17- It is not ye who slew them; it was Allah: when thou threwest (a handful of dust), it was not thy 

act, but Allah's: in order that He might test the Believers by a gracious trial from Himself: for Allah is 

He Who heareth and knoweth (all things). 

-18- That, and also because Allah is He Who makes feeble the plans and stratagems of the 

Unbelievers. 

-19- (O Unbelievers!) if ye prayed for victory and judgement, now hath the judgement come to you: if 

ye desist (from wrong), it will be best for you: if ye return (to the attack), so shall We. Not the least 

good will your forces be to you even if they were multiplied: for verily Allah is with those who 

believe! 

-20- O ye who believe! obey Allah and His Messenger, and turn not away from him when ye hear 

(him speak). 

-21- Nor be like those who say, "We hear," but listen not: 

-22- For the worst of beasts in the sight of Allah are the deaf and the dumb, those who understand not. 

-23- If Allah had found in them any good, he would indeed have made them listen: (as it is), if he had 

made them listen, they would but have turned back and declined (Faith). 

-24- O ye who believe! give your response to Allah and His Messenger, when He calleth you to that 

which will give you life; and know that Allah cometh in between a man and his heart, and that it is He 

to Whom ye shall (all) be gathered. 

-25- And fear tumult or oppression, which affecteth not in particular (only) those of you who do 

wrong: and know that Allah is strict in punishment. 

-26- Call to mind when ye were a small (band), despised through the land, and afraid that men might 

despoil and kidnap you; but he provided a safe asylum for you, strengthened you with his aid, and 

gave you good things for sustenance: that ye might be grateful. 

-27- O ye that believe! betray not the trust of Allah and the Messenger, nor misappropriate knowingly 

things entrusted to you. 

-28- And know ye that your possessions and your progeny are but a trial; and that it is Allah with 

whom lies your highest reward. 

-29- O ye who believe if ye fear Allah, he will grant you a Criterion (to judge between right and 

wrong), remove from you (all) evil (that may afflict) you, and forgive you: for Allah is the Lord of 

Grace unbounded. 

-30- Remember how the Unbelievers plotted against thee, to keep thee in bonds, or slay thee, or get 

thee out (of thy home). They plot and plan, and Allah too plans, but the best of planners is Allah. 

-31- When our Signs are rehearsed to them, they say: we have heard this (before): if we wished, we 

could say (words) like these: these are nothing but tales of the ancients. 
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-32- Remember who they said: O Allah if this is indeed the truth from thee, Rain down on us a shower 

of stones from the sky, or send us a grievous penalty. 

-33- But Allah was not going to send them a penalty whilst thou wast amongst them; nor was he going 

to send it whilst they could ask for pardon. 

-34- But what plea have they that Allah should not punish them, when they keep out (men) from the 

sacred Mosque and they are not its guardians? no men can be its guardians except the righteous; but 

most of them do not understand. 

-35- Their prayer at the house (of Allah) is nothing but whistling and clapping of hands: (its only 

answer can be), taste ye the penalty because ye blasphemed. 

-36- The Unbelievers spend their wealth to hinder (men) from the path of Allah, and so will they 

continue to spend; but in the end they will have (only) regrets and sighs; at length they will be 

overcome: and the Unbelievers will be gathered together to Hell; 

-37- In order that Allah may separate the impure from the pure, put the impure one on another, heap 

them together, and cast them into Hell. They will be the ones to have lost. 

-38- Say to the Unbelievers, if (now) they desist (from unbelief), their past would be forgiven them; 

but if they persist, the punishment of those before them is already (a matter of warning for them). 

-39- And fight them on until there is no more tumult or oppression, and there prevail justice and Faith 

in Allah altogether and everywhere; but if they cease, verily Allah doth see all that they do. 

-40- if they refuse, be sure that Allah is your protector the best to protect and the best to help. 

10th Section (Juzu') 

-41- And know that out of all the booty that ye may acquire (in war), a fifth share is assigned to Allah- 

and to the Messenger, and to near relatives, orphans, the needy, and the wayfarer- if ye do believe in 

Allah and in the revelation We sent down to our Servant on the Day of Testing, the Day of the 

meeting of the tow forces. For Allah hath power over all things. 

-42- Remember ye were on the hither side of the valley, and they on the father side, and the caravan 

on lower ground than ye. Even if ye had made a mutual appointment to meet, ye would certainly have 

failed in the appointment: but (thus ye met), that Allah might accomplish a matter already enacted; 

that those who died might die after a clear sign (had been given), and those who lived might live after 

a clear sign (had been given). And verily Allah is He Who heareth and knoweth (all things). 

-43- Remember in thy dream Allah showed them to thee as few: if he had shown them to thee as 

many, ye would surely have been discouraged, and ye would surely have disputed in (your) decision: 

but Allah saved (you): for he knoweth well the (secrets) of (all) hearts. 

-44- And remember when ye met, he showed them to you as few in your eyes, and he made you 

appear as contemptible in their eyes: that Allah might accomplish a matter already enacted. For to 

Allah do all questions go back (for decision). 

-45- O ye who believe when ye meet a force, be firm, and call Allah in remembrance much (and 

often); that ye may prosper: 

-46- And obey Allah and His Messenger; and fall into no disputes, lest ye lose heart and your power 

depart; and be patient and persevering: for Allah is with those who patiently persevere: 

-47- And be not like those who started from their homes insolently and to be seen of men, and to 

hinder (men) from the path of Allah: for Allah compasseth round about all that they do. 

-48- Remember Satan made their (sinful) acts seem alluring to them, and said: no one among men can 

overcome you this day, while I am near to you: but when the two forces came in sight of each other, 

he turned on his heels, and said: Lo I am clear of you; lo I see what ye see not; Lo I fear Allah; for 

Allah is strict in punishment. 

-49- Lo the Hypocrites say, and those in whose hearts is a disease: these people, their religion has 

misled them. But if any trust in Allah, behold Allah is exalted in might, wise. 

-50- If thou couldst see, when the angels take the souls of the Unbelievers (at death), (how) they smite 

their faces and their backs, (saying): taste the penalty of the blazing fire 

-51- Because of (the deeds) which your (own) hands sent forth: for Allah is never unjust to his 

servants: 



-52- (Deeds) after the manner of the people of pharaoh and of those before them: they rejected the 

Signs of Allah, and Allah punished them for their crimes: for Allah is strong, and strict in punishment: 

-53- Because Allah will never change the Grace which he hath bestowed on a people until they change 

what is in their (own) souls: and verily Allah is He Who heareth and knoweth (all thing). 

-54- (Deeds) after the manner of the people of Pharaoh and those before them: they treated as false the 

Signs of their Lord: so we destroyed them for their crimes, and we drowned the people of Pharaoh: for 

they were all oppressors and wrongdoers. 

-55- For the worst of beasts in the sight of Allah are those who reject him: they will not believe. 

-56- They are those with whom thou didst make a Covenant, but they break their Covenant every 

time, and they have not the fear (of Allah). 

-57- If ye gain the mastery over them in war, disperse, with them, those who follow them, that they 

may remember. 

-58- If thou fearest treachery from any group, throw back (their Covenant) to them, (so as to be) on 

equal terms: for Allah loveth not the treacherous. 

-59- Let not the Unbelievers think that they can get the better (of the godly): they will never frustrate 

(them). 

-60- Against the make ready your strength to the utmost of your power, including steeds of war, to 

strike terror into (the hearts of) the enemies, of Allah and your enemies, and others besides, whom ye 

may not know, but whom Allah doth know. Whatever ye shall spend in the cause of Allah, shall be 

repaid unto you, and ye shall not be treated unjustly. 

-61- But if the enemy incline towards peace, do thou (also) incline towards peace, and trust in Allah: 

for he is the one that heareth and knoweth (all things). 

-62- Should they intend to deceive thee, verily Allah sufficeth thee: he it is that hath strengthened thee 

with his aid and with (the company of) the Believers; 

-63- And (moreover) he hath put affection between their hearts: not if thou hadst spent all that is in the 

earth, couldst thou have produced that affection, but Allah hath done it: for he is exalted in might, 

wise. 

-64- O Prophet! Sufficient unto thee is Allah- (unto thee) and unto those who follow thee among the 

Believers. 

-65- O Prophet! rouse the Believers to the fight. If there are twenty amongst you, patient and 

persevering, they will vanquish two hundred: if a hundred, they will vanquish a thousand of the 

Unbelievers: for these are a people without understanding. 

-66- For the present, Allah hath lightened your (task), for He knoweth that there is a weak spot in you: 

but (even. So), if there are a hundred of you, patient and persevering, they will vanquish two hundred, 

and if a thousand, they will vanquish two thousand, with the leave of Allah: for Allah is with those 

who patiently persevere. 

-67- It is not fitting for a Prophet that he should have prisoners of war until he hath thoroughly 

subdued the land. Ye look for the temporal goods of this world; but Allah looketh to the Hereafter: 

and Allah is Exalted in might, Wise. 

-68- Had it not been for a previous ordainment from Allah, a severe penalty would have reached you 

for the (ransom) that ye took. 

-69- But (now) enjoy what ye took in war, lawful and good: but fear Allah; for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 

Most Merciful. 

-70- O Prophet! say to those who are captives in your hands: "If Allah findeth any good in your hearts, 

He will give you something better than what has been taken from you, and He will forgive you: for 

Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-71- But if they have treacherous designs against thee, (O Messenger!), they have already been in 

treason against Allah, and so hath He given (thee) power over them. And Allah is He who hath (full) 

knowledge and wisdom. 

-72- Those who believed, and adopted exile, and fought for the Faith, with their property and their 

persons, in the cause of Allah, as well as those who gave (them) asylum and aid, these are (all) friends 

and protectors, and of another. As to those who believed but came not into exile, ye owe no duty of 
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protection to them until they come into exile; but if they seek your aid in religion, it is your duty to 

help them, except against a people with whom ye have a treaty of mutual alliance. And (remember) 

Allah seeth all that ye do. 

-73- The Unbelievers are protectors, one of another: unless ye do this, (protect each other), there 

would be tumult and oppression on earth, and great mischief. 

-74- Those who believe, and adopt exile, and fight for the Faith, in the cause of Allah, as well as those 

who give (them) asylum and aid, these are (all) in very truth the Believers: for them is the forgiveness 

of sins and a provision most generous. 

-75- And those who accept Faith subsequently, and adopt exile, and fight for the Faith in your 

company, they are of you. But kindred by blood have prior rights against each other in the book of 

Allah. Verily Allah is well acquainted with all things. 



SURAH 9: AL TAWBAH (The Repentance) or BARA'AH (The Disavowal). 

-1- A (declaration) of immunity from Allah and His Messenger, to those of the Pagans with whom ye 

have contracted mutual alliances- 

-2- Go ye, then, for four months, backwards and forwards, (as ye will), throughout the land, but know 

ye that ye cannot frustrate Allah (by your falsehood) but that Allah will cover with shame those who 

reject Him. 

-3- And an announcement from Allah and His Messenger, to the people (assembled) on the day of the 

Great Pilgrimage- that Allah and His Messenger dissolve (treaty) obligations with the Pagans. If, then, 

ye repent, it were best for you; but if ye turn away, know ye that ye cannot frustrate Allah. And 

proclaim a grievous penalty to those who reject Faith. 

-4- (But the treaties are) not dissolved with those pagans with whom ye have entered into alliance and 

who have not subsequently failed you in aught, nor aided any one against you. So fulfil your 

engagements with them to the end of their term: for Allah loveth the righteous. 

-5- But when the forbidden months are past, then fight and slay the pagans wherever ye find them, and 

seize them, beleaguer them, and lie in wait for them in every stratagem (of war); but if they repent, 

and establish regular Prayers and practise regular Charity, then open the way for them: for Allah is 

Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-6- If one amongst the Pagans ask thee for asylum, grant it to him, so that he may hear the word of 

Allah; and then escort him to where he can be secure. That is because they are men without 

knowledge. 

-7- How can there be a league, before Allah and His Messenger, with the Pagans, except those with 

whom ye made a treaty near the sacred mosque? As long as these stand true to you, stand ye true to 

them: for Allah doth love the righteous. 

-8- How (can there be such a league), seeing that if they get an advantage over you, they respect not in 

you the ties either of kinship or of Covenant? with (fair words from) their mouths they entice you, but 

their hearts are averse from you; and most of them are rebellious and wicked. 

-9- The Signs of Allah have they sold for a miserable price, and (many) have they hindered from his 

way: evil indeed are the deeds they have done. 

-10- In a Believer they respect not the ties either of kinship or of Covenant it is they who have 

transgressed all bounds. 

-11- But (even so), if they repent, establish regular Prayers, and practise regular Charity, they are your 

brethren in Faith: (thus) do we explain the Signs in detail, for those who understand. 

-12- But if they violate their oaths after their Covenant, and taunt you for your Faith, fight ye the 

chiefs of unfaith: for their oaths are nothing to them: that thus they may be restrained. 

-13- Will ye not fight people who violated their oaths, plotted to expel the Messenger, and took the 

aggressive by being the first (to assault) you? Do ye fear them? Nay, it is Allah Whom ye should more 

justly fear, if ye believe! 



-14- Fight them, and Allah will punish them by your hands, cover them with shame, help you (to 
victory) over them, heal the breasts of Believers, 

-15- And still the indignation of their hearts for Allah will turn (in mercy) to whom he will; and Allah 
is All-Knowing, All- Wise. 

-16- Or think ye that ye shall be abandoned, as though Allah did not know those among you who 
strive with might and main, and take none for friend and protectors except Allah, His Messenger, and 
the (community of) Believers? But Allah is well-acquainted with (all) that ye do. 
-17- It is not for such as join gods with Allah, to visit or maintain the mosques of Allah while they 
witness against their own souls to infidelity. The works of such bear no fruit: in fire shall they dwell. 
-18- The mosques of Allah shall be visited and maintained by such as believe in Allah and the Last 
Day, establish regular Prayers, and practise regular Charity, and fear none (at all) except Allah. It is 
they who are expected to be on true guidance. 

-19- Do ye make the giving of drink to pilgrims, or the maintenance of the Sacred mosque, equal to 
(the pious service of) those who believe in Allah and the Last Day, and strive with might and main in 
the cause of Allah? they are not comparable in the sight of Allah: and Allah guides not those who do 
wrong. 

-20- Those who believe, and suffer exile and strive with might and main, in Allah's cause, with their 
goods and their persons, have the highest rank in the sight of Allah: they are the people who will 
achieve (salvation). 

-21- Their Lord doth give them glad tidings of a Mercy from Himself, of His good pleasure, and of 
Gardens for them, wherein are delights that endure: 

-22- They will dwell therein forever. Verily in Allah's presence is a reward, the greatest (of all). 
-23- O ye who believe! Take not for protectors your fathers and your brothers if they love infidelity 
above Faith: if any of you do so, they do wrong. 

-24- Say: if it be that your fathers, your sons, your brothers, your mates, or your kindred; the wealth 
that ye have gained; the commerce in which ye fear a decline: or the dwellings in which ye delight- 
are dearer to you than Allah, or His Messenger, or the striving in his cause- then wait until Allah 
brings about His Decision: and Allah guides not the rebellious. 

-25- Assuredly Allah did help you in many battle fields and on the day of Hunain: behold your great 
numbers elated you, but they availed you naught: the land, for all that it is wide, did constrain you, 
and ye turned back in retreat. 

-26- But Allah did pour His calm on the Messenger and on the Believers, and sent down forces which 
ye saw not: He punished the Unbelievers: thus doth He reward those without Faith. 
-27- Again will Allah, after this, turn (in mercy) to whom he will: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most 
Merciful. 

-28- O ye who believe truly the Pagans are unclean; so let them not, after this year of theirs, approach 
the sacred mosque. And if ye fear poverty, soon will Allah enrich you, if he wills, out of his Bounty, 
for Allah is All-Knowing, All- Wise. 

-29- Fight those who believe not in Allah nor the Last Day, nor hold that forbidden which hath been 
forbidden by Allah and His Messenger, nor acknowledge the Religion of truth, from among the 
People of the Book, until they pay the Jizyah with willing submission, and feel themselves subdued. 
-30- The Jews call Uzair a son of Allah, and the Christians call Christ the son of Allah. That is a 
saying from their mouth; (in this) they but imitate what the Unbelievers of old used to say. Allah's 
curse be on them: how they are deluded away from the truth 

-31- They take their priests and their anchorites to be their lords in derogation of Allah, and (they take 
as their Lord) Christ the son of Mary; yet they were commanded to worship but one Allah: there is no 
god but he. Praise and glory to him: (far is he) from having the partners they associate (with him). 
-32- Fain would they extinguish Allah's light with their mouths, but Allah will not allow but that his 
light should be perfected, even though the Unbelievers may detest (it). 

-33- It is He Who hath sent His Messenger with Guidance and the Religion of Truth, to proclaim it 
over all religion, even though the Pagans may detest (it). 



-34- O ye who believe there are indeed many among the priests and anchorites, who in falsehood 

devour the substance of men and hinder (them) from the way of Allah. And there are those who bury 

gold and silver and spend it not in the way of Allah: announce unto them a most grievous penalty 

-35- On the day when heat will be produced out of that (wealth) in the fire of Hell, and with it will be 

branded their foreheads, their flanks, and their backs. This is the (treasure) which ye buried for 

yourself: taste ye then, the (treasures) ye buried 

-36- The number of months in the sight of Allah is twelve (in a year) so ordained by him the day he 

created the heavens and the earth; of them four are sacred: that is the straight usage. So wrong not 

yourself therein, and fight the Pagans all together as they fight you all together. But know that Allah is 

with those who restrain themselves. 

-37- Verily the transposing (of a prohibited month) is an addition to unbelief: the Unbelievers are led 

to wrong thereby: for they make it lawful one year, and forbidden another year, in order to adjust the 

number of months forbidden by Allah and make such forbidden ones lawful. The evil of their course 

seems pleasing to them. But Allah guideth not those who reject Faith. 

-38- O ye who believe what is the matter with you, that when ye are asked to go forth in the cause of 

Allah, ye cling heavily to the earth? do ye refer the life of this world to the Hereafter? but little is the 

comfort of this life, as compared with the Hereafter. 

-39- Unless ye go forth, he will punish you with a grievous penalty, and put others in your place; but 

him ye would not harm in the least. For Allah hath power over all things. 

-40- If ye help not (your Leader), (it is no matter): for Allah did indeed help him, when the 

Unbelievers drove him out: he had no more than one companion: they tow were in the Cave, and he 

said to his companion, have no fear, for Allah is with us: then Allah sent down his peace upon him, 

and strengthened him with forces which ye saw not, and humbled to the depths the word of the 

Unbelievers. But the word of Allah is exalted to the heights: for Allah is Exalted in might, Wise. 

-41- Go ye forth, (whether equipped) lightly or heavily, and strive and struggle, with your goods and 

your persons, in the cause of Allah. That is best for you, if ye (but) knew. 

-42- If there had been immediate gain (in sight), and the journey easy, they would (all) without doubt 

have followed thee, but the distance was long, (and weighed) on them. They would indeed swear by 

Allah, if we only could, we should certainly have come out with you: they would destroy their own 

souls; for Allah doth know that they are certainly lying. 

-43- Allah give thee Grace why didst thou grant them exemption until those who told the truth were 

seen by thee in a clear light, and thou hadst proved the liars? 

-44- Those who believe in Allah and the Last Day ask thee for no exemption from fighting with their 

goods and persons. And Allah knoweth well those who do their duty. 

-45- Only those ask thee for exemption who believe not in Allah and the Last Day, and whose hearts 

are in doubt, so that they are tossed in their doubts to and fro. 

-46- If they had intended to come out, they would certainly have made some preparation therefor; but 

Allah was averse to their being sent forth; so he made them lag behind, and they were told, sit ye 

among those who sit (inactive). 

-47- If they had come out with you, they would not have added to your (strength) but only (made for) 

disorder, hurrying to and fro in your midst and sowing sedition among you, and there would have 

been some among you who would have listened to them. But Allah knoweth well those who do 

wrong. 

-48- Indeed they had platted sedition before, and upset matters for thee, until the truth arrived, and the 

decree of Allah became manifest, much to their disgust. 

-49- Among them is (many) a man who says: grant me exemption and draw me not into trial. Have 

they not fallen into trial already? and indeed Hell surrounds the Unbelievers (on all sides). 

-50- If good befalls thee, it grieves them; but if a misfortune befalls thee, they say, we took indeed our 

precautions beforehand, and they turn away rejoicing. 

-51- Say: nothing will happen to us except to us except what Allah has decreed for us: he is our 

protector: and on Allah let the Believers put their trust. 



-52- Say: can you expect for us (and fate) other than one of two glorious things (martyrdom or 

victory)? but we can expect for you either that Allah will send his punishment from Himself, or by our 

hands. So wait (expectant); we too will wait with you. 

-53- Say: spend (for the cause) willingly or unwilling: not from you will it be accepted: for ye are 

indeed a people rebellious and wicked. 

-54- The only reasons why their contributions are not accepted are: that they reject Allah and His 

Messenger; that they come to prayer without earnestness; and that they offer contributions 

unwillingly. 

-55- Let not their wealth nor their (following in) sons dazzle thee: in reality Allah's plan is to punish 

them with these things in this life, and that their souls may perish in their (very) denial of Allah. 

-56- They swear by Allah that they are indeed of you; but they are not of you: yet they are afraid (to 

appear in their true colours). 

-57- If they could find a place to flee to, or caves, or a place of concealment, they would turn 

straightway thereto, with an obstinate rush. 

-58- And among them are men who slander thee in the matter of (the distribution of) the alms: if they 

are given part thereof, they are pleased, but if not, behold they are indignant 

-59- If only they had been content with what Allah and His Messenger gave them, and had said, 

"Sufficient unto us is Allah! Allah and His Messenger will soon give us of His Bounty: to Allah do we 

turn our hopes (that would have been the right course). 

-60- Alms are for the poor and the needy, and those employed to administer the (funds); for those 

whose hearts have been (recently) reconciled (to the Truth); for those in bondage and in debt; in the 

cause of Allah; and for the wayfarer: (thus is it) ordained by Allah, and Allah is full of knowledge and 

wisdom. 

-61- Among them are men who molest the Prophet and say, "He is (all) ear." Say, "He listens to what 

is best for you: he believes in Allah, has faith in the Believers, and is a Mercy to those of you who 

believe." But those who molest the Prophet will have a grievous penalty. 

-62- To you they swear by Allah. In order to please you: but it is more fitting that they should please 

Allah and His Messenger, if they are Believers. 

-63- Know they not that for those who oppose Allah and His Messenger, is the Fire of Hell?- Wherein 

they shall dwell. That is the supreme disgrace. 

-64- The Hypocrites are afraid lest a Surah should be sent down about them, showing them what is 

(really passing) in their hearts. Say: "Mock ye! But verily Allah will bring to light all that ye fear 

(should be revealed)." 

-65- If thou dost question them, they declare (with emphasis): "We were only talking idly and in 

play." Say: "Was it at Allah, and His Signs, and His Messenger, that ye were mocking?" 

-66- Make ye no excuses: ye have rejected Faith after ye had accepted it. If We pardon some of you, 

We will punish others amongst you, for that they are in sin. 

-67- The Hypocrites, men and women, (have an understanding) with each other: they enjoin evil, and 

forbid what is just, and are close with their hands. They have forgotten Allah; so He hath forgotten 

them. Verily the Hypocrites are rebellious and perverse. 

-68- Allah hath promised the Hypocrites men and women, and the rejecters, of Faith, the fir of Hell: 

therein shall they dwell: sufficient is it for them: for them is the curse of Allah, and an enduring 

punishment, 

-69- As in the case of those before you: they were mightier than you in power, and more flourishing in 

wealth and children. They had their enjoyment of their portion: and ye have of yours, and ye indulge 

in idle talk as they did. They their works are fruitless in this world and in the Hereafter, and they will 

lose (all spiritual good). 

-70- Hath not the story reached them of those before them?- The people of Noah, and 'Ad, and 

Thamud; the people of Abraham, the men of Midian, and the Cities overthrown. To them came their 

messengers with Clear Signs. It is not Allah Who wrongs them, but they wrong their own souls. 



-71- The Believers, men and women, are protectors, one of another: they enjoin what is just, and 

forbid what is evil: they observe regular prayers, practice regular charity, and obey Allah and His 

Messenger. On them will Allah pour His Mercy: for Allah is Exalted in power, Wise. 

-72- Allah hath promised to Believers- men and women, Gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell 

therein, and beautiful mansions in Gardens of everlasting bliss. But the greatest bliss is the Good 

Pleasure of Allah: that is the supreme felicity. 

-73- O Prophet! strive hard against the Unbelievers and the Hypocrites, and be firm against them. 

Their abode is Hell- an evil refuge indeed. 

-74- They swear by Allah that they said nothing (evil), but indeed they uttered blasphemy, and they 

did it after accepting Islam; and they meditated a plot which they were unable to carry out: this 

revenge of theirs was (their) only return for the Bounty with which Allah and His Messenger had 

enriched them! If they repent, it will be best for them; but if they turn back (to their evil ways), Allah 

will punish them with a grievous penalty in this life and in the Hereafter: they shall have none on earth 

to protect or help them. 

-75- Amongst them are men who made a Covenant with Allah, that if He bestowed on them of His 

bounty, they would give (largely) in charity, and be truly amongst those who are righteous. 

-76- But when he did bestow of his Bounty, they became covetous, and turned back (from their 

Covenant), averse (from its fulfillment). 

-77- So he hath put as a consequence hypocrisy into their hearts, (to last) till the day whereon they 

shall meet him: because they broke their Covenant with Allah, and because they lied (again and 

again). 

-78- Know they not that Allah doth know their secret (thoughts) and their secret counsels, and that 

Allah knoweth well all things unseen? 

-79- Those who slander such of the Believers as give themselves freely to (deeds of) Charity, as well 

as such as can find nothing to give except the fruits of their labour, and throw ridicule on them, Allah 

will throw back their ridicule on them: and they shall have a grievous penalty. 

-80- Whether thou ask for their forgiveness, or not, (their sin is unforgivable): if thou ask seventy 

times for their forgiveness, Allah will not forgive them: because they have rejected Allah and His 

Messenger; and Allah guideth not those who are perversely rebellious. 

-81- Those who were left behind (in the Tabuk expedition) rejoiced in their inaction behind the back 

of the Messenger of Allah: they hated to strive and fight, with their goods and their persons, in the 

Cause of Allah: they said, "Go not forth in the heat." Say, "The fire of Hell is fiercer in heat." If only 

they could understand! 

-82- Let them laugh a little: much will they weep: a recompense for the (evil) that they do. 

-83- If, then, Allah bring thee back to any of them, and they ask thy permission to come out (with 

thee), say: never shall ye come out with me, nor fight an enemy with me: for ye preferred to sit 

inactive on the first occasion: then sit ye (now) with those who lag behind. 

-84- Nor do thou ever pray for any of them that dies, nor stand at his grave; for they rejected Allah and 

His Messenger, and died in a state of perverse rebellion. 

-85- Nor let their wealth nor their (following in) sons dazzle thee: Allah's plain is to punish them with 

these things in this world, and that their souls may perish in their (very) denial of Allah. 

-86- When a Surah comes down, enjoining them to believe in Allah and to strive and fight along with 

His Messenger, those with wealth and influence among them ask thee for exemption, and say: "Leave 

us (behind): we would be with those who sit (at home)." 

-87- They prefer to be with (the women), who remain behind (at home): their hearts are sealed and so 

they understand not. 

-88- But the Messenger, and those who believe with him, strive and fight with their wealth and their 

persons: for them are (all) good things: and it is they who will prosper. 

-89- Allah hath prepared for them Gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell therein: that is the 

supreme felicity. 



-90- And their were, among the desert Arabs (also), men who made excuses and came to claim 
exemption; and those who were false to Allah and His Messenger (merely) sat inactive. Soon will a 
grievous penalty seize the Unbelievers among them. 

-91- There is no blame on those who are infirm, or ill, or who find no resources to spend (on the 
Cause), if they are sincere (in duty) to Allah and His Messenger: no ground (of complaint) can there 
be against such as do right: and Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

-92- Nor (is there blame) on those who came to thee to be provided with mounts, and when thou 
saidst, I can find no mounts for you, turned back, their eyes streaming with tears of grief that they had 
no resources wherewith to provide the expenses. 

-93- The ground (of complaint) is against such as claim exemption while they are rich. They prefer to 
stay with the (women) who remain behind: Allah hath sealed their hearts; so they know not (what they 
miss). 

SURAH 9: AL TAWBAH (The Repentance) or BARAAH (The Disavowal). 

-94- They will present their excuses to you when ye return to them. Say thou: "Present no excuses: we 
shall not believe you: Allah hath already informed us of the true state of matters concerning you: it is 
your actions that Allah and His Messenger will observe: in the end will ye be brought back to Him 
Who knoweth what is hidden and what is open: then will He show you the truth of all that ye did." 
-95- They will swear to you by Allah, when ye return to them, that ye may leave them alone. So leave 
them alone: for they are an abomination, and Hell is their dwelling place, a fitting recompense for the 
(evil) that they did. 

-96- They will swear unto you, that ye may be pleased with them. But if ye are pleased with them, 
Allah is not pleased with those who disobey. 

-97- The Arabs of desert are the worst in unbelief and hypocrisy, and most fitted to be in ignorance of 
the command which Allah hath sent down to His Messenger but Allah is All-Knowing, All-Wise. 
-98- Some of the desert Arabs Look upon their payments as a fine, and watch for disasters for you: on 
them be d disaster of evil: for Allah is he that hearth and knoweth (all things). 

-99- But some of the desert Arabs believe in Allah and the Last Day, and look on their payments as 
pious gifts bringing them nearer to Allah and obtaining the prayers of the Messenger. Aye, indeed 
they bring them nearer (to Him): soon will Allah admit them to His Mercy: for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. 

-100- The vanguard (of Islam)- the first of those who forsook (their homes) and of those who gave 
them aid, and (also) those who follow them in (all) good deeds-well-pleased is Allah with them, as are 
they with Him: for them hath He prepared Gardens under which rivers flow, to dwell therein forever: 
that is the supreme felicity. 

-101- Certain of the desert Arabs round about you are Hypocrites, as well as (desert Arabs) among the 
Medina folk: they are obstinate in hypocrisy: thou knowest them not: we know them: twice shall we 
punish them: and in addition shall they be sent to a grievous penalty. 

-102- Others (there are who) have acknowledged their wrong doings: they have mixed an act that was 
good with another that was evil. Perhaps Allah will turn unto them (in mercy): for Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving Most Merciful. 

-103- Of their goods take alms, that so thou mightest purify and sanctify them; and pray on their 
behalf. Verily thy Prayers are a source of security for them: and Allah is one who heareth and 
knoweth. 

-104- How they not that Allah doth accept repentance from his votaries and receives their gifts of 
Charity, and that Allah is verily He, the Oft-Returning, Most Merciful? 

-105- And say: "Work (righteousness): soon will Allah observe your work, and His Messenger, and 
the Believers: soon will ye be brought back to the Knower of what is hidden and what is open: then 
will He show you the truth of all that ye did." 

-106- There are (yet) others, held in suspense for the command of Allah, whether He will punish them, 
or turn in mercy to them: and Allah is All-Knowing, Wise. 

-107- And there are those who put up a mosque by way of mischief and infidelity- to disunite the 
Believers- and in preparation for one who warred against Allah and His Messenger aforetime. They 
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will indeed swear that their intention is nothing but good; but Allah doth declare that they are certainly 

liars. 

-108- Never stand thou forth therein. There is a mosque whose foundation was laid from the first day 

on piety; it is more worthy of thy standing forth (for prayer) therein. In it are men who love to be 

purified; and Allah loveth those who make themselves pure. 

-109- Which then is best? he that layeth his foundation on piety to Allah and his good pleasure? or he 

that layeth his foundation on an undermined sand cliff ready to crumble to pieces? and it doth crumble 

to pieces with him, into the fire of Hell. And Allah guideth not people to that do wrong. 

-110- The foundation of those who so build is never free from suspicion and shakiness in their hearts, 

until their hearts are cut to pieces. And Allah is All-Knowing, wise. 

-Ill- Allah hath purchased of the Believers their persons and their goods; for their (in return) is the 

Garden (of Paradise): they fight in His Cause, and slay and are slain: a promise binding on Him in 

Truth, through the Law, the Gospel, and the Qur'an: and who is more faithful to his Covenant than 

Allah? Then rejoice in the bargain which ye have concluded: that is the achievement supreme. 

-112- Those that turn (to Allah) in repentance; that serve him, and praise him; that wander in devotion 

to the cause of Allah; that bow down and prostrate themselves in prayer; that enjoin good and forbid 

evil; and observe the limits set by Allah- (these do rejoice). So proclaim the glad tidings to the 

Believers. 

-1 13- It is not fitting, for the Prophet and those who believe, that they should pray for forgiveness for 

Pagans, even though they be of kin, after it is clear to them that they are companions of the Fire. 

-114- And Abraham prayed for his father's forgiveness only because of a promise he had made to him. 

But when it became clear to him that he was an enemy to Allah, he dissociated himself from him: for 

Abraham was most tender hearted, forbearing. 

-115- And Allah will not mislead a people after he hath guided them, in order that he may make clear 

to them what to fear (and avoid) for Allah hath knowledge of all things. 

-116- Unto Allah belongeth the dominion of the heavens and the earth. He giveth life and He taketh it. 

Except for him ye have no protector nor helper. 

-117- Allah turned with favour to the prophet, the Muhajirs, and the Ansar, who followed him in a 

time of distress, after that the hearts of a part of them had nearly swerved (for duty); but he turned to 

them (also): for he is unto them most kind, Most Merciful. 

-118- (He turned in mercy also) to the three who were left behind; (they left guilty) to such a degree 

that the earth seemed constrained to them, for all its spaciousness, and their (very) souls seemed 

straitened to them- and they perceived that there is no fleeing from Allah (and no refuge) but to 

Himself. Then He turned to them, that they might repent: for Allah is Oft-Returning, Most Merciful. 

-1 19- O ye who believe! Fear Allah and be with those who are true (in word and deed). 

-120- It was not fitting for the people of Medinah and the Bedouin Arabs of the neighbourhood, to 

refuse to follow Allah's Messenger, nor to prefer their own lives to his: because nothing could they 

suffer or do, but was reckoned to their credit as a deed of righteousness- whether they suffered thirst, 

or fatigue, or hunger, in the Cause of Allah, or trod paths to raise the ire of the Unbelievers, or 

received any injury whatever from an enemy: for Allah suffereth not the reward to be lost of those 

who do good- 

-121- Nor could they spend anything (for the cause) small or great nor cut across a valley, but the deed 

is inscribed to their credit; that Allah may requite their deed with the best (possible reward). 

-122- Nor should the Believers all go forth together: if a contingent from every expedition remained 

behind, they could devote themselves to studies in religion, and admonish the people when they return 

to them, that thus they (may learn) to guard themselves (against evil). 

-123- O ye who believe fight the Unbelievers who gird you about, and let them find firmness in you: 

and know that Allah is with those who fear him. 

-124- Whenever there cometh down a Surah, some of them say: which of you has had his Faith 

increased by it? yea, those who believe, their Faith is increased, and they do rejoice. 

-125- But those in whose hearts is a disease, it will add doubt to their doubt, and they will die in a 

state of unbelief 



-126- See they not that they are tried every year once or twice? yet they turn not in repentance, and 

they take no heed. 

-127- Whenever there cometh down a Surah, they look at each other, (saying), doth anyone see you? 

then they turn aside: Allah hath turned their hearts (from the light); for they are people that understand 

not. 

-128- Now hath come unto you a Messenger from amongst yourselves: it grieves him that ye should 

perish: ardently anxious is he over you: to the Believers is he most kind and merciful. 

-129- But if they turn away, say: "Allah sufficeth me: there is no god but He: on Him is my trust- He 

the Lord of the Throne (of Glory) Supreme!" 



SURAH 10: YUNUS (Jonah). 

-1- A. L. R. These are the Ayats of the book of wisdom. 

-2- Is it a matter of wonderment to men that we have sent our inspiration to a man from among 
themselves? that he should warn mankind (of their danger), and give the good news to the Believers 
that they have before their Lord the lofty rank of truth, (but) say the Unbelievers: this is indeed an 
evident sorcerer 

-3- Verily your Lord is Allah, who created the heavens and the earth in six days, and is firmly 
established on the throne (of authority), regulating and governing all things. No intercessor (can plead 
with him) except after his leave (hath been obtained). This is Allah your Lord; him therefore serve ye: 
will ye not receive a admonition? 

-4- To him will de your return of all of you. The promise of Allah is true and sour. It is He Who 
beginneth the process of creation, and repeateth it, that he may reward with justice those believe and 
work righteousness; but those who reject him will have draughts of boiling fluids, and a penalty 
grievous, Because they did reject him. 

-5- It is He Who made the sun to be a shining glory and the moon to be a light (of beauty), and 
measured out stages for her; that ye might know the number of years and the count (of time). Nowise 
did Allah create this but in truth and righteousness, (thus) both he explain his Signs in detail, for those 
who understand 

-6- Verily in the alternation of the night and the day, and in all that Allah hath created, in the heavens 
and the earth are Signs for those who fear him. 

-7- Those who rest not their hope on their meeting with us, but are pleased and satisfied with the life 
of the present, and those who heed not our Signs, 
-8- Their abode is the fire, because of the (evil) they earned. 

-9- Those who believe, and work righteousness- their Lord will guide them because of their Faith: 
beneath them will flow rivers in Gardens of Bliss. 

-10- (This will be) their cry therein: "Glory to thee, O Allah!" And "Peace" will be their greeting 
therein! And the close of their cry will be: "Praise be to Allah, the Cherisher and Sustainer of the 
Worlds!" 

-11- If Allah were to hasten for men the ill (they have earned) as they would fain hasten on the good- 
then would their respite be settled at once. But We leave those who rest not their hope on their 
meeting with Us, in their trespasses, wandering in distraction to and fro. 

-12- When trouble toucheth a man, he crieth unto us (in all postures) lying down on his side, or sitting, 
or standing. But when we have solved his trouble, he passeth on his way as if he had never cried to us 
for a trouble that touched him thus do the deeds of transgressors seem fair in their eyes! 
-13- Generations before you We destroyed when they did wrong: their Messengers came to them with 
Clear Signs, but they would not believe! Thus do We requite those who sin! 
-14- Then we made you heirs in the land after them, to see how ye would behave! 
-15- But when our Clear Signs are rehearsed unto them, those who rest not their hope on their meeting 
with Us, say: bring us reading other than this, or change this, say: it is not for me, of my own accord, 
to change it: I follow Naught but what is revealed unto me: if I were to disobey my Lord, I should 
myself fear the Penalty of a great day (to come). 
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-16- Say: If Allah had to willed, I should not have rehearsed it to you, nor would he have made it 

known to you. A whole life time before this have I tarried amongst you: will ye not then understand? 
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institutions. But the ultimate test of their validity or authority is Allah's Will, as 
revealed to us by His Revelation. 



-<Gi*S3>- 



43. 



Al Zukhruf (The Gold Adornments) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Ha Mim(4604) 

4604 Abbre'riated Letters: see Introduction to S. 40, paragraphs 2-4. 

2. By the Book that makes things clear, - 

3. We have made it a Qur'an in Arabic, (4605) that ye 
may be able to understand (and learn wisdom). 

4605 Cf. 42:7, n. 4533. 

4. And verily, it is in the Mother of the Book,(4606) in 
Our Presence, high (in dignity), full of wisdom. 

4606 Cf. 3:7, n. 347; and 13:39 , n. 1864. The Mother of the Book, the 
Foundation of Revelation, the Preserved Tablet (al Lawhal Mahfuz, 85:22), is the 
core or essence of Revelation, the original principle or fountamhead of Allah's 
Eternal and Universal Law. From this fountainhead are derived all streams of 
knowledge and wisdom, that flow through Time and feed the intelligence of 
created minds. The Mother of the Book is in Allah's own Presence, and its dignity 
and wisdom are more than all we can think of in the spiritual world. 



5. Shall We then(4607) take away the Message from you 
and repel (you), for that ye are a people transgressing 
beyond bounds? 

4607 In vouchsafing Revelation, what an inestimable Mercy has Allah conferred 
on mankind! Yet so many deluded souls are ungrateful, and ignore or oppose its 
teaching. If it were not for His attributes of Forgiveness and Forbearmg He would 
be justified in withdrawing that Light, but He continues to shed it, that all who will 
may come and be blessed by it. 

6. But how many were(4608) the prophets We sent 
amongst the peoples of old? 

4608 In spite of, or because of, man's obstinate and rebellious nature, Allah sent 
prophet after prophet to the peoples of old, but there was among them always a 
party that ridiculed them and treated Allah's Signs as naught. 

7. And never came there a prophet to them but they 
mocked him. 

8. So We destroyed (them)- stronger in power than 
these;- and (thus) has passed on(4609) the Parable of 
the peoples of old. 

4609 The result of rebellion was destruction. And the pagan Makkan generation 
contemporary with the Prophet are reminded that the peoples of old who were 
destroyed were, many of them, more powerful than they, and that they, in 
disobeying Allah's Law, were inviting the same fate for themselves. The events of 
the past have become Parables for the present and the future. 
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9. If thou wert to question them, 'Who created the 
heavens and the earth? '(4610) They would be sure to 
reply, 'they were created by (Him), the Exalted in 
Power, Full of Knowledge ';-(4611) 

4610 Cf. 29:61, 29:63 and n. 3493; and 31:25 and n. 3613. This class of men 
acknowledge Allah's Power and Allah's Knowledge or Wisdom, but do not realise 
Allah's infinite Mercy and care for His creatures. 

4611 Note the beautiful rhetorical figure of speech here. The reply of the 
inconsistent men who do not follow Allah's Law is turned agamst themselves. 
When they acknowledge Allah's Power and Knowledge, their speech is 
interrupted, and the concomitant qualities of Allah's Mercy and care of His 
creatures, with pointed reference to the inconsistent ones themselves, is set out in 
eloquent terms, as completing what they themselves had said, and the light course 
of conduct is pointed out to them (verses 10-14). 

10. (Yea, the same that)(4612) has made for you the 
earth (like a carpet)(4613) spread out, and has made 
for you roads (and channels) therein, in order that ye 
may find guidance (on the way); 

4612 See last note. 

4613 Cf. 20:53 and n. 2576. Mihad, a carpet or bed spread out, implies not only 
freedom of movement but rest also. The 'roads and channels' carry out the idea of 
communications and include land routes, sea routes, and airways. 

11. That sends down (from time to time) rain from the 
sky in due measure;-(4614) and We raise to life 
therewith a land that is dead; even so will ye be raised 
(from the dead);-(4615) 

4614 In due measure: i.e., according to needs, as measured by local as well as 
universal considerations. This applies to normal rainfall: floods and droughts are 
abnormal conditions, and may be called unusual manifestations of His power, 
fulfilling some special purpose that we may or may not understand. 

4615 The clause 'And We raise .. . (from the dead)' is parenthetical. Cf 35:9, n. 
3881. Note the transition from the third to the first person, to mark the 
Resurrection as a special act of Allah as distinguished from the ordinary processes 
of nature ordained by Allah. 

12. That has created pairs(4616) in all things, and has 
made for you ships and cattle(4617) on which ye ride, 

4616 Cfn. 2578 to 20:53. Also see 36:36, n. 3981. 

4617 By analogy all means of transport, includmg horses, camels, ships, steamers, 
railways, aeroplanes, airships, etc. The domestication of animals as well as the 
invention of mechanical means of transport require a skill and ingenuity in man, 
which are referred to Allah as His gifts or endowments to man. 

13. In order that ye may sit firm and square on their 
backs, and when so seated, ye may celebrate the 
(kind) favour(4618) of your Lord, and say, "Glory to 
Him Who has subjected these to our (use), for we 
could never have accomplished this (by ourselves), 

4618 See last note. People of understanding attribute all good to its true and 
original source viz.: Allah. 



14. "And to our Lord, surely,(4619) must we turn back 



4619 Men of understanding, every time they take a journey on earth, are 
reminded of that more momentous journey which they are taking of the back of 
Time to Eternity. Have they tamed Time to their lawful use, or do they allow 
Time to run away with them wildly to where they know not? Their goal is Allah, 
and their thoughts are ever with Allah. 

15. Yet they attribute(4620) to some of His servants a 
share with Him (in his godhead)! truly is man a 
blasphemous ingrate avowed! 

4620 As a contrast to the men of true understanding are the ungrateful 
blasphemous creatures, who offer a share in godhead to others besides Allah! 
They imagine sons and daughters to Allah, and forget tire true lesson of the whole 
of Creation, which points to the Unity of Allah. This theme is further developed 
in the following Section. 



16. What! has He taken(4621) daughters out of what He 
himself creates, and granted to you sons for choice? 

4621 To imagine goddesses (female gods) or mothers or daughters to Allah was 
particularly blasphemous in the mouths of people who held the female sex in 
contempt. Such were the pagan Arabs, and such (it is to be feared) are some of 
the moderns. They wince when a daughter is bom to them and hanker after sons. 
With that mentality, how can they attribute daughters to Allah? 

17. When news is brought(4622) to one of them of (the 
birth of) what he sets up as a likeness to ((Allah)) 
Most Gracious, his face darkens, and he is filled with 
inward grief! 

4622 Cf. 16:57-59 and notes. With scathing irony it is pointed out that what they 
hate and are ashamed of for themselves they attribute to Allah! 

18. Is then one brought up(4623) among trinkets, and 
unable to give a clear account in a dispute (to be 
associated with Allah.? 

4623 The softer sex is usually brought up among trinkets and ornaments, and, on 
account of the retiring modesty which for the sex is a \irtue, is unable to stand up 
boldly in a fight and give clear indications of the will to win. Is that the sort of 
quality to be associated with Allah? 

19. And they make into females angels who themselves 
serve(4624) Allah. Did they witness their creation? 
Their evidence will be recorded, and they will be 
called to account! 

4624 Angels for grace and purity may be compared to the most graceful and 
purest forms we know. But it is wrong to attribute sex to them. They are servants 
and messengers of Allah and so far from being rivals seeking worship, are always 
engaged in devotion and service. If any persons invent blasphemies about Allah, 
such blasphemies will form a big blot in their Book of Deeds, and they will be 
called to account for them. 

20. ("Ah!") they say, "If it had been the Will(4625) of 
(Allah) Most Gracious, we should not have worshipped 
such (deities)!" Of that they have no knowledge! they 
do nothing but lie!(4626) 

4625 Worsted in argument they resort to a dishonest sarcasm. 'We worship these 
deities: if Allah does not wish us to do so, why does He not prevent us?" In 
throwmg the responsibility on Allah, they ignore die limited free will on which 
their whole life is based. They are really playing with truth. They are arguing 
against their own knowledge. They have no authority in any scripture, and indeed 
they are so slippery that they hold fast to no scripture at all. 

4626 0:6:116 

21. What! have We given them a Book before this, to 
which they are holding fast? 

22. Nay! they say: "We found(4627) our fathers 
following a certain religion, and we do guide ourselves 
by their footsteps." 

4627 Then comes the argument about ancestral custom, which was repudiated by 
Abraham {see verses 26-28 below). Indeed a good reply to ancestral custom in the 
case of the Arabs was the example of Abraham, the True in Faith, for Abraham 
was the common ancestor of the Arabs and the Israelites. 

23. Just in the same way, whenever We sent a Warner 
before thee to any people, the wealthy ones among 
them(4628) said: "We found our fathers following a 
certain religion, and we will certainly follow in their 
footsteps." 

4628 It is some privileged position, and not ancestral custom, which is really at the 
bottom of much falsehood and hypocrisy in the world. This has been again and 
again m religious history. 

24. He said: "What!(4629) Even if I brought you better 
guidance than that which ye found your fathers 
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following?" They said: "For us, we deny that ye 
(prophets) are sent (on a mission at all)." 

4629 The Warner or messenger pointed out the merits and tire truth of his 
teaching, and how superior it was to what they called their ancestral customs. But 
they denied his mission itself or the validity of any such mission. In other words 
they did not believe in mspiratioii or revelation, and went on in their evil ways, 
with the inevitable result that they brought themselves to destruction. 

25. So We exacted retribution from them: now see what 
was the end of those who rejected (Truth)! 

26. Behold! Abraham said(4630) to his father and his 
people: "I do indeed clear myself of what ye worship: 

4630 The plea of ancestral ways is refuted by the example of Abraham, in two 
ways: (1) he gave up the ancestral cults followed by his father and his people, and 
followed the true Way, even at some sacrifice to himself; and (2) he was an 
ancestor of the Arabs, and if the Arabs stood on ancestral ways, why should they 
not follow their good ancestor Abraham, rather than their bad ancestors who fell 
into e\il? See n. 4627 above. The mcidentm Abraham's story referred to here will 
be found in 21:51 -70. 

27. "(I worship) only Him Who made me, and He will 
certainly guide me." 

28. And he left it as a Word(4631) to endure among 
those who came after him, that they may turn back (to 
Allah.. 

4631 A Word: i.e., the Gospel of Unity, viz.,: "I worship only Him Who made 
me", as in verse 27. This was his teaching, and this was his legacy to those who 
followed him. He hoped that they would keep it sacred, and uphold the standard 
of Unity. OT.C.7S. Of also 37:108-111. 

29. Yea, I have given(4632) the good things of this life to 
these (men) and their fathers, until the Truth has 
come to them, and a messenger making things clear. 

4632 Note the first person singular, as showing Allah's personal solicitude and 
care for the descendants of Abraham in both branches. The context here refers to 
the prosperity enjoyed by Makkah and the Makkans until they rejected the truth 
of Islam when it was preached in their midst by a messenger whose Message was 
as clear as the light of the sun. 

30. But when the Truth came to them, they said: "This is 
sorcery, and we(4633) do reject it." 

4633 When the pagan Makkans could not understand the wonderful power and 
authority with which the Prophet preached, they called his God-given influence 
sorcery! 

31. Also, they say: "Why is not this Qur'an sent down to 
some leading man in either of the two(4634) (Chief) 
cities?" 

4634 The world judges by its own low standards. From a worldly point of view, the 
Prophet was poor and an orphan. Why, they thought, should he be so richly 
endowed in spiritual knowledge and power? If such a gift had to come to a man 
among them, it was the light (they foolishly said) of one of the chiefs in either the 
sacred city of Makkah , or the fertile garden-city of Ta'if! 

32. Is it they who would portion out the Mercy of thy 
Lord?(4635) It is We Who portion out between them 
their livelihood in the life of this world: and We raise 
some of them above others in ranks, so that some may 
command work from others. But the Mercy of thy Lord 
is better than the (wealth) which they amass. 

4635 That is, spiritual gifts, those connected with Revelation. What audacity or 
folly in them to claim to divide or distribute them among themselves? They may 
think they are distributing the good things of this world among themselves. In a 
sense that may be true, but even here, their own power and initiative are very 
limited. Even here it is Allah's Will on which all depends. In His wisdom Allah 
allows some to grow in power or riches, and command work from others, and 
various relative gradations are established. Men scramble for these good things of 
this world, but they are of no value compared to the spiritual gifts. 



33. And were it not that(4636) (all) men might become 
of one (evil) way of life, We would provide, for 
everyone that blasphemes against ((Allah)) Most 
Gracious, silver roofs for their houses and (silver) 
stair-ways on which to go up, 

4636 So little value is attached in the spiritual world to silver or gold, or worldly 
ranks or adornments, that they would freely be at the disposal of everyone who 
denied or blasphemed Allah, were it not that in that case there would be too great 
temptation placed in the way of men, for they might all scramble to sell their 
spiritual life for wealth! They might have silver roofs and stairways, silver doors 
and thrones, and all kinds of adornments of gold. But Allah does not allow too 
great a temptation to be placed in the path of men. He distributes these things 
differently, some to unjust men, and some to just men, in various degrees, so that 
the possession of these is no test either of an unjust or a just life. His wisdom 
searches out motives far more subde and delicate dran any we are even aware of. 

34. And (silver) doors to their houses, and thrones (of 
silver) on which they could recline, 

35. And also adornments(4637) of gold. But all this were 
nothing but conveniences of the present life: The 
Hereafter, in the sight of thy Lord is for the Righteous. 

4637 Adornments of gold,: the keyword to this Surah. All false glitter and 
adornments of this world are as naught. They more often hinder than help. 

36. If anyone withdraws himself (4638) from 
remembrance of ((Allah)) Most Gracious, We appoint 
for him an evil one, to be an intimate companion to 
him. 

4638 If men deliberately put away the remembrance of Allah from their minds, 
the natural consequence, under Allah's decree, is that they join on with evil. Lake 
consorts with like. We can generalise evil in the abstract, but it takes concrete 
shape in our life companions. 

37. Such (evil ones) really hinder them from the 
Path, (4639) but they think that they are being guided 
aright! 

4639 The downward course in evil is rapid. But the most tragic consequence is 
that evil persuades its \ictims to believe that they are pursuing good. They think 
evil to be their good. They go deeper and deeper into the mire, and become more 
and more callous. Them and they represent the generic plural of anyone who 
"withdraws himself from . . . Allah" (see last verse). 

38. At length, when (such a one)(4640) comes to Us, he 
says (to his evil companion): "Would that between me 
and thee were the distance of East and West!"(4641) 
Ah! evil is the companion (indeed)! 

4640 If ever the presence of Allah is felt, or at the time of J udgement, a 
glimmering of truth comes to the deceived soul, and it cries to its e\il companions 
in its agony, "Would that I had never come across thee! Would that we were 
separated poles apard" But it cannot shake off evil. By deliberate choice it had 

4641 Distance ot East and West literally, 'distance of the two Easts'. Most 
Commentators understand in this sense, but some construe the phrase as meaning 
the distance of the extreme points of the rising of the sun, between the summer 
solstice and the winter solstice. Cf. n. 4034 to 37:5. A good equivalent idiom in 
English would be "poles apart", for they could never meet. 

39. When ye have done wrong, (4642) it will avail you 
nothing, that Day, that ye shall be partners in 
Punishment! 

4642 All partners in evil will certainly share in the punishment, but that is no 
consolation to any individual soul. Evil desires the e\il of others, but that does not 
diminish its own torment, or get rid of the personal responsibility of each 
individual soul. 

40. Canst thou then make(4643) the deaf to hear, or give 
direction to the blind or to such as (wander) in 
manifest error?(4644) 
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4643 Cf. 30:52-53. The evil go headlong into sin, and sink deeper and deeper 
until their spiritual faculties are deadened, and no outside help can bring them 
back. Allah's grace they have rejected. 

4644 There is hope for a person who wanders in quest of truth, and even for one 
who wanders through mistake or by weakness of will. But there is none for one 
who, by deliberate choice, plunges mto "manifest error", i.e., error which anyone 
can see. 

41. Even if We take thee(4645) away. We shall be sure to 
exact retribution from them, 

4645 Cf. 8:30 : "how the Unbelievers plotted against thee, to keep thee in bonds, 
or slay thee, or get thee out (of thy home)." They were always plotting against the 
Prophet in his Makkan period. But even if their plots had succeeded agamst 
human bemgs, they could not defeat Allah's Plan, nor escape the just punishment 
of their deeds. Cf also 10:46 , and n. 1438. 

42. Or We shall show thee that (accomplished) which We 
have promised them: for verily We shall prevail over 
them. 

43. So hold thou fast(4646) to the Revelation sent down 
to thee; verily thou art on a Straight Way. 

4646 Let the wicked rage, say what they like, or do their worst: the Prophet of 
Allah is encouraged to go forward steadfasdy in the Light given hnn, for he is on a 
Path that leads straight to Allah. (R). 

44. The (Qur'an) is indeed the message,(4647) for thee 
and for thy people; and soon shall ye (all) be brought 
to account. 

4647 Dhikr. Message, Remembrance, Cause of remembrance, Memorial, Title 
for remembrance to posterity. Thus two meanings emerge, not necessarily 
mutually exclusive. (1) The Quran brings a Message of Truth and Guidance to the 
Prophet, and his people; (2) the Revelation of the Qur'an raises the rank of the 
Prophet, and the people among whom, and in whose language, it was 
promulgated, makmg them worthy of remembrance in the world's history for all 
time. But the honour also earned its responsibilities. All who hear it must give an 
account of how far they profit by it spiritually. 

45. And question thou our messengers(4648) whom We 
sent before thee; did We appoint any deities other 
than ((Allah)) Most Gracious, to be worshipped? 

4648 That is, by examining their Message, and askmg the learned among their real 
followers. It will be found that no Religion really teaches the worship of other than 
Allah. 

46. We did send Moses(4649) aforetime, with Our Signs, 
to Pharaoh and his Chiefs: He said, "I am a messenger 
of the Lord of the Worlds." 

4649 For the story of Moses in detail, see 7:103-137, but especially 7:104, 130- 
136. 

47. But when he came to them with Our Signs, behold 
they ridiculed them. (4650) 

4650 For the mockery of Moses and his Signs see 17:101; also below, 43:49, 52- 
53. 

48. We showed them Sign(4651) after Sign, each greater 
than its fellow, and We seized them with Punishment, 
in order that they might turn (to Us). 

4651 Moses showed them nine Clear Signs: see n. 1091 to 7:133; also 17:101. 
Each one of them in its own setting and circumstances was greater than any of its 
"sister" Signs. The object was if possible to reclaim as many Egyptians as possible 
from then defiance of Allah. 

49. And they said, "O thou(4652) sorcerer! Invoke thy 
Lord for us according to His covenant with thee; for 
we shall truly accept guidance." 

4652 This speech is half a mockery, and half a ruse. In spite of their unbelief, they 
had fear in their minds, and in order to stop the plagues, one after another, they 



promised to obey Allah, and when the particular plague was removed, they again 
became obdurate. See 7:133-135. 

50. But when We removed the Penalty from them, 
behold, they broke their word. 

51. And Pharaoh proclaimed among his people, saying: 
"O my people! Does not the dominion of Egypt belong 
to me, (witness)(4653) these streams flowing 
underneath my (palace)? What! see ye not then? 

4653 The wawhere in Arabic is the Waw haliyah: tire abundant streams from the 
Nile flowing beneath his palace being evidence of his power, prosperity, and 
sovereignty. The Nile made (and makes) Egypt , and the myth of the god Osiris 
was a compound of the myths of the Nile and the sun. The Pharaoh, therefore, as 
commandmg the Nile, commanded the gods who personified Egypt . He boasted 
of water, and he perished in water,-a fitting punishment! 

52. "Am I not better than this (Moses), who is a 
contemptible wretch(4654) and can scarcely express 
himself clearly? 

4654 Being a despised Israelite in any case, and having further an impediment in 
his speech. See 20:27 , and notes 2552-2553. 

53. "Then why are not(4655) gold bracelets bestowed on 
him, or (why) come (not) with him angels 
accompanying him in procession?" 

4655 Gold bracelets and gold chains were possibly among the msignia of royalty. 
In any case they betokened wealth, and the materialists judge a man's worth by his 
wealth and his following and equipage. So Pharaoh wanted to see Moses, if he had 
any position in the spiritual kmgdom, invested with gold bracelets, and followed by 
a great tram of angels as his Knight-companions! The same land of proofs were 
demanded by the materialistic Quraysh of our Prophet These were puerilities, 
but such puerilities go down with the crowd. Bailing a few Egyptians who believed 
in Allah and in the Message of Moses, the rest of Pharaoh's entourage followed 
Pharaoh in his pursuit of revenge, and were drowned in the Red Sea . 

54. Thus did he make fools of his people, and they 
obeyed him: truly were they a people rebellious 
(against Allah.. 

55. When at length they(4656) provoked Us, We exacted 
retribution from them, and We drowned them 
all. (4657) 

4656 Allah is long-suifeniig, and gives many and many opportunities to the most 
hardened sinners for repentance. But at length comes a time when His justice is 
provoked, and the inevitable punishment follows. 

4657 Cf. 7:136. 

56. And We made them (a people) of the Past(4658) and 
an Example to later ages. 

4658 Pharaoh and his hosts were blotted out, and became as a tale of the past. 
Their story is an mstructive warning and example to future generations. The later 
course of Egyptian religion after the Exodus is referred to in Appendix V. 

57. When (Jesus) the son(4659) of Mary is held up as an 
example, behold, thy people raise a clamour thereat 
(in ridicule)! 

4659 Jesus was a man, and a prophet to the Children of Israel, "though his own 

received him not". Some of the churches that were founded after him worshipped 
him as "God" and as "the son of God", as do the Trinitarian churches to the 
present day. The orthodox churches did so in the time of the Prophet When the 
doctrine of Unity was renewed, and the false worship of others besides Allah was 
stricdy prohibited, all false gods were condemned, e.g., at 21:98. The pagan Arabs 
looked upon Jesus as being in the same category as dreir false gods, and could not 
see why a foreign cult, or a foreign god, as they \iewed him, should be considered 
better dran their own gods or idols. There was no substance in this, but mere 
mockery, and verbal quibbling. Jesus was one of the greater prophets: he was not a 
god, nor was he responsible for the quibbling subdeties of the Athanasian Creed. 
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58. And they say, "Are our gods best, or he?" This they 
set forth to thee, only by way of disputation: yea, they 
are a contentious people. 

59. He was no more than a servant: We granted Our 
favour to him, and We made him an example to the 
Children(4660) of Israel. 

4660 A reference to the limited mission of the prophet Jesus, whose Gospel to the 
Jews only survives in uncertain fragmentary' forms. 

60. And if it were Our Will, (4661) We could make angels 
from amongst you, succeeding each other on the 
earth. 

4661 If it were said that the birth of Jesus without a father sets him above other 
prophets, the creation of angels without either father or mother would set them 
still higher, especially as angels do not eat and drink and are not subject to physical 
laws. But angels are not higher. 

61. And (Jesus) shall be(4662) a Sign (for the coming of) 
the Hour (of Judgment): therefore have no doubt 
about the (Hour), but follow ye Me: this is a Straight 
Way. 

4662 This is understood by some commentators to refer to the second coming of 
Jesus in the Last Days before Resurrection. (R). 

62. Let not the Evil One hinder you: for he is to you an 
enemy avowed. 

63. When Jesus came with Clear Signs, he said: "Now 
have I come to you with Wisdom, (4663) and in order 
to make clear to you some of the (points) on which ye 
dispute: therefore fear Allah and obey me. 

4663 True wisdom consists in understanding the unity of the Divine purpose and 
the Unity of the Divine Personality. The man Jesus came to reconcile the jarring 
sects in Israel , and his true teaching was just the same as that which was 
expounded in a wider form by Islam. He did not claim to be God; why should not 
the Christians follow the doctrine of Unity' rather than what has become their 
ancestral and traditional custom? 

64. "For Allah, He is my Lord(4664) and your Lord: so 
worship ye Him: this is a Straight Way." 

4664 In verses 26-28 an appeal is made to the pagan Arabs, that Islam is their own 
religion, the religion of Abraham their ancestor; in verses 46-54, an appeal is made 
to die Jews that Islam is the same religion as was taught by Moses, and that they 
should not allow their leaders to make fools of them; in verses 57-65 an appeal is 
made to the Christians that Islam is the same religion as was taught by Jesus, and 
that they should give up their sectarian attitude and follow the universal religion, 
which shows the Straight Way. 

65. But sects from among themselves fell into 
disagreement: then woe to the wrong-doers, from the 
Penalty of a Grievous Day! 

66. Do they only wait(4665) for the Hour - that it should 
come on them all of a sudden, while they perceive 
not? 

4665 Cf. 12:107. What is there to waitfor? The Hour of Judgement may come at 
any moment. It will come all of a sudden before they realise that it is on them. 
They should make up their minds to give up misleading disputations and come to 
the Straight Path {see also 47:18). 

67. Friends on that Day (4666) will be foes, one to 
another,- except the Righteous. 

4666 The hatred and spite, which are associated with evil, will be felt with peculiar 
intensity in that period of agony. That itself would be a punishment, from which 
the righteous will be free. The righteous will have passed all penis of falliiig into 
wrong frames of mind. 



68. My devotees!(4667) no fear shall be on you that Day, 
nor shall ye grieve,- 

4667 The devotion and service to Allah result in the soul being made free from all 
fear and sorrow, as regards the past, present, and future, if we may take an analogy 
from Time for a timeless state. Such devotion and service are shown by (1) 
believing in Allah's Signs, which means understanding and accepting His Will, and 
(2) by merging our will completely in His universal Will, which means being in 
tune with the Infinite, and acting in all things to further His Kingdom. 

69. (Being) those who have believed in Our Signs and 
bowed (their wills to Ours) in Islam. 

70. Enter ye the Garden, (4668) ye and your wives, in 
(beauty and) rejoicing. 

4668 The Garden is the type of all that is beautiful to eye, mind, and soul; all that 
is restful and in tune, a complete state of bliss, such as we can scarcely conceive of 
in this troubled world. Several metaphors indicate how we can try to picture that 
bliss to ourselves in "this muddy vesture of decay." 

71. To them will be passed(4669) round, dishes and 
goblets of gold: there will be there all that the souls 
could desire, all that their ayes could delight in: and 
ye shall abide therein (for eye). 

4669 We shall have all our near and dear ones ("wives") with us: perfected Love 
will not be content with Self, but like a note of music will find its melody in 
communion with others. The richest and most beautiful vessels will minister to 
our purified desires, and give complete and eternal satisfaction to our souls in 
every way. 

72. Such will be the Garden of which ye are made(4670) 
heirs for your (good) deeds (in life). 

4670 We shall be there, not as strangers, or temporary guests, but as heirs-made 
heirs in eternity because of the good lives we had led on earth. 

73. Ye shall have therein abundance of fruit, (4671) from 
which ye shall have satisfaction. (4672) 

4671 The "fruit" here links on with the last words in the last verse (72): "ye are 
made heirs for your (good) deeds (in life)". It is not a doctrine of "rewards", strictly 
so called. A reward is measured by merit, but here the bliss is beyond all merits or 
deserts. It is a doctrine of works and their fruits: every deed must have its 
inevitable consequences. At first sight it may be compared to the doctrine of 
"Karma", but it differs from it in postulating Allah's unbounded Mercy, and the 
efficacy of Repentance. (R). 

4672 Literally, "shall eat". But the word akala is used in many places in the 
comprehensive sense of "enjoy", "have satisfaction". For example, see n. 776 to 
5:69. cXalso 7:19 and n. 1004. 

74. The sinners will be in the Punishment of Hell, to 
dwell therein (for aye): 

75. Nowise will the (Punishment) be lightened for them, 
and in despair will they be there overwhelmed. 

76. Nowise shall We(4673) be unjust to them: but it is 
they who have been unjust themselves. 

4673 The wrongdoers suffer not because Allah is unjust or cruel, nor as a 
deterrent to others, for the probationary period will then have passed, but because 
their evil deeds must bear their inevitable fruit. Allah's Grace was ever ready to 
offer opportunities for Repentance and Forgiveness. But they rejected them. They 
were unjust to themselves. This is complementary to the doctrine of works and 
their fruits, as explained in n. 4671 above. 

77. They will cry: "O Malik!(4674) would that thy Lord 
put an end to us!" He will say, "Nay, but ye shall 
abide!"(4675) 

4674 Malik: one who is lord or possessor; one who is in charge; applied to the 
Angel in charge of Hell. 

4675 Cf. 20:74. Annihilation is better than agony. But wrongdoers cannot destroy 
the "fruits" of their actions, by asking for annihilation. 
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78. Verily We have brought(4676) the Truth to you: but 
most of you have a hatred for Truth. 

4676 We come back now to the Present-primarily to the time when Islam was 
being preached in Makkah, but by analogy the present time or any time. Truth is 
often bitter to the taste of those who live on Falsehoods and Shams and profit by 
them. They hate the Truth, and plot against it But will they succeed? See next 
verse and note. 

79. What! have they settled(4677) some plan (among 
themselves)? But it is We Who settle things. 

4677 Men cannot setde the high affairs of the universe. If they plot agamst the 
Truth, the Truth will destroy them, just as, if they accept the Truth, the Truth will 
make them free. It is Allah Who disposes of affairs. 

80. Or do they think(4678) that We hear not their secrets 
and their private counsels? Indeed (We do), and Our 
messengers are by them, to record. 

4678 However secretly men may plot, everything is known to Allah. His recording 
Angels are by, at all times and in all places, to prepare a Record of their Deeds for 
then" own comiction when the time comes for Judgement (Cf. 45:29). 



81. Say: "If (Allah) Most Gracious 
would(4679) be the first to worship." 



had a son, I 



4679 The prophet of Allah does not object to true worship in any form. But it 
must be true: it must not superstitiously attribute derogatory things to Allah, or 
foster false ideas. 

82. Glory to the Lord of the heavens and the earth, the 
Lord of the Throne(4680) (of Authority)! (He is free) 
from the things they attribute (to him)! 

4680 Cf. 7:54 and n. 1032. All Power, Authority, Knowledge, and Truth are with 
Allah. He neither begets nor is begotten. Glory to Him! 

83. So leave them to babble and play (with vanities) until 
they meet that Day(4681) of theirs, which they have 
been promised. 

4681 That Day ot t/iciis: they had then Day on earth; they will have a different 
sort of Day in the Hereafter, accordmg to the promise of Allah about the 
Resurrection and Judgement, or perhaps about Retribution in this very life! So 
leave them to play about with then fancies and vanities. Truth must eventually 
prevail! 

84. It is He Who is Allah in heaven and Allah on earth; 
and He is full of Wisdom and Knowledge. 



85. And blessed is He(4682) to Whom belongs the 
dominion of the heavens and the earth, and all 
between them: with Him is the Knowledge of the Hour 
(of Judgment): and to Him shall ye be brought back. 

4682 We glorify Allah, and we call His name blessed, because He has not only 
supreme power and authority, but because we shall return to Him and see "the 
Light of His Countenance" (30:38). 

86. And those whom they invoke besides Allah have no 
power of intercession;- only he(4683) who bears 
witness to the Truth, and they know (him). 

4683 The classical Commentators construe this clause differently. According to 
then construction, the clause would be translated, "except those who bear witness 
to the Truth, and with full knowledge." "Truth" they would construe to be the 
Gospel of Unity. According to them, while idols and false gods have no power of 
intercession, persons like Jesus, who is falsely worshipped by his misguided 
followers, but who hnnself preached the Gospel of Unity with full understanding, 
will have the power of intercession. This implies that we construe the singular man 
shahida to refer to the same person or persons as the plural hum ya'lanmn. This 
difficulty is removed if we construe as I have translated it. In that case "he who 
bears witness to the Truth" is the Prophet, who came to renew the Gospel of 
Unity, and "they know (him)" would refer to the Quraysh, amongst whom he was 
brought up and among whom he earned the reputation of bemg a man of probity 
(Amin). 

87. If thou ask them, Who(4684) created them, they will 
certainly say, Allah. How then are they deluded away 
(from the Truth)? 

4684 Cf. 31:25, and n. 3613; and 39:38, and n. 4299. 

88. ((Allah) has knowledge)(4685) of the (Prophet's) 
cry, "O my Lord! Truly these are people who will not 
believe!"(4686) 

4685 Commentators are dhided 111 opinion as to the construction. The best 
opinion is that which I have adopted, referring back qilihi genitive governed by 
ihii hi verse 85. An alternative construction is to construe the wowheve as the waw 
qasainiyah; in that case we should have to suppose some other clause as 
understood, in order to complete the sense. 

4686 The Prophet was much troubled in mind by the Unfaith of the Quraysh: 
18:6. He is here told to leave them alone for a time, for the Truth must soon 
prevail. 



89. But turn away from them, and say 
But soon shall they know! 

4687 Cf. 25:63, and n. 3123. 



f Peace!"(4687) 



-<S*£5> 



*-•- 



44. Al Dukhan (The Smoke) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. Ha Mim.(4688) 

4688 These Abbrc 
paragraphs 2-4. 

2. By the Book that(4689) makes things clear;- 



4688 These Abbreviated Letters are discussed in the Intro ducti on to S. 40, 

paragraphs 2-4. 



4689 The Qur'an is its own evidence. In the last Surah (43:3) stress was laid on the 
fact that everyone could understand it Here the stress is on the fact that it is a 
Message of Mercy from Allah in that it warns mankind against e\il. 

3. We sent it down during a Blessed Night:(4690) for We 
(ever) wish to warn (against Evil). 

4690 Usually taken to be a night in the month of Ramadan, say the 23rd, 25th, or 
27th night of that month. It is referred to as the Night of Power in 97:1-2. See also 
2:185. But perhaps we need not fix it literally by the calendar. The night that a 
Message descends from Allah is indeed a blessed night like a day of rain for a 
parched land. 
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4. In the (Night) is made distinct every affair of 
wisdom, (4691) 

4691 Such an occasion is one on which dhine Wisdom places before us, through 
Revelation, the solution of spiritual problems of the highest import to mankind. 

5. By command, from Our Presence. For We (ever) send 
(revelations), 

6. As Mercy from thy Lord: for He hears and 
knows(4692) (All things); 

4692 It is because Allah is the friend of the friendless and the help of the helpless 
that He hears all sincere prayers, and as His knowledge embraces all things, He 
grants to us whatever is best for us, not as we see it, but as He knows it in His 
perfect knowledge. 

7. The Lord of the heavens and the earth and all between 
them, if ye (but) have an assured faith. (4693) 

4693 Cf, 2:4. They cannot fully realise what a tremendous thing it is that Allah is 
then own Lord and Cherisher {next verse), as He is the Lord and Cherisher of the 
whole Universe, until they firmly believe-unul then" Faidr amounts to a certamty, 
secure and unshakable. 

8. There is no god but He: It is He Who gives life and 
gives death,- The Lord and Cherisher to you and your 
earliest ancestors. 

9. Yet they play about(4694) in doubt. 

4694 The story is mainly about the Quraysh. But there is a wider meaning behind 
it, applicable to men generally, and at all times. As a body the Quraysh, especially 
in the earlier stages of the preaching of Islam, before they started persecution, 
received the Message with more amusement than hatred. They played about with 
it, and expressed doubts about it, whereas the Preacher was most earnest about it, 
with all his heart and soul in it, as he loved his people and wished to save them 
from then wickedness and folly. 

10. Then watch thou for the Day(4695) that the sky will 
bring forth a kind of smoke (or mist)(4696) plainly 
visible, 

4695 What Day is this? It obviously refers to a great calamity, and from the 
wording it is to be a great calamity in the future, seen with the prophetic eye. The 
word yaghsha in verse 11 may be compared to al ghashiyah in 88:1, which 
ob\iously refers to the final Day of Judgement. But verse 15 below {"We shall 
remove the Penalty for a while") shows that it is not the final Judgement referred to 
here, but some calamity that was to happen soon afterwards. Perhaps it was a 
famine, about which see the next note. 

4696 The "smoke" or "mist" is mterpreted on good audrority to refer to a severe 
famine in Makkah, in which men were so pmched with hunger that they saw mist 
before their eyes when they looked at the sky. Ibn Kathir in his Taiikli mentions 
two famines in Makkah, one in the 8th year of the Mission , say the fourth year 
before the Hijrah, and another about the 8th year after the Hijrah. But as either or 
both of these famines lasted as many as seven years, die dates are to be taken very 
roughly. It is even possible that the two famines were continuous, of varying 
severity from year to year. Bukhari mentions only the post-Hijrah famine, which 
was apparendy so severe that men began to eat bones and carrion. Abu Sufyan 
(about 8 A.H.) approached the Prophet to intercede and pray for the removal of 
the famine, as the Pagans attributed it to the curse of the Prophet. Surah 23, which 
is also Makkan, but of later date than the present Surah, also refers to a famine: 
see 23:75, and n. 2921. As Surahs were not all revealed entire, but many came 
piecemeal, it is possible that particular verses in a given Surah may be of different 
dates from the Surah as a whole. 

11. Enveloping the people: this will be a Penalty 
Grievous. 

12. (They will say:) "Our Lord! remove the Penalty from 
us, for we do really believe!" 

13. How shall the message be (effectual) for 
them, (4697) seeing that a Messenger explaining 
things clearly has (already) come to them,- 



4697 Quraysh had before them a prophet whose purity of life was openly known 
to them; they themselves called him Al Amiii (worthy of all trust); he preached in 
then own language in words of burning eloquence and transparent clearness; yet 
they turned away from him and called him a madman, or one whose Message was 
not inspired by Allah, but written by some hidden hand {see next note)! How will 
the teaching of spiritual Truth make way among such unreasonable people? 



14. Yet they turn away from him and say: 
others), a man possessed!"(4698) 



"Tutored (by 



4698 Tutored: see 16:103, and n. 2143. Possessed: see 15:6, and n. 1940. 

15. We shall indeed remove(4699) the Penalty for a 
while, (but) truly ye will revert (to your ways). 

4699 Allah gives every chance to all His creatures, however rebellious. He gives 
them a littie trial, perhaps personal, perhaps economic, to see if that would bring 
them to then bearings, and train then will in the right direction. Some are thus 
reclaimed, and some do not learn. Perhaps, for the latter, He gives them a chance 
by removing the trial; some are reclaimed, and some still remain obdurate. And 
so, in His wisdom, He allows His grace to work, again and again, until, at the last, 
Judgement must seize the last and irreclaimable remnant "with a mighty 
onslaught". 

Such working of Allah's Providence is clearly \isible in the story of Quraysh. It is a 
pity that the economic conditions of Makkah have not been studied m detail m 
any of the standard biographies of the Prophet. The so-called biographies by non- 
Muslims, e.g., Muir's Life, do not even mention any Makkan famine or its 
reactions on Quraysh mind! 

16. One day We shall seize you with a mighty onslaught: 
We will indeed (then) exact Retribution! 

17. We did, before them, try the people of 
Pharaoh: (4700) there came to them a messenger 
most honourable,(4701) 

4700 This reference is to the pride of Pharaoh and his Egyptians, and then fall, 
rather than to the story of Moses himself; just as in 44:30-33 the reference is to the 
blessings bestowed on Israel , contrasted with their pride, unbelief, and fall; and in 
44:37, to the ancient Himyar kingdom m Yemen , which similarly fell for its sms. 

4701 Most honourable: tins epithet is specially applied to Moses here, as 
expressing the truth, in contrast to the Pharaoh's false characterisation of him as "a 
contemptible wretch"(43:52). 

18. Saying: "Restore to me(4702) the Servants of Allah. I 
am to you a messenger worthy of all trust;(4703) 

4702 The argument of Moses and his "authority manifest" will be found at 7:104- 
108, 120-126, 130-137. Notice how fully he assumes the authority of his office 
here. He claims all "servants of Allah", i.e., true worshippers, as under his 
protection, for his mission was both to the Egyptians and the Israelites; he asks 
that they should be restored to him; and he boldly denounces the Pharaoh's 
arrogance "as against Allah". 

4703 "Worthy of all trust": Amin, a title drat applied to prophets in S. 26, e.g., see 
26:107. As the Prophet had historically earned that tide among his own people, 
the remmiscences of the story of Moses apply to him in his relations with the 
arrogant Quraysh. 

19. "And be not arrogant as against Allah, for I come to 
you with authority manifest. 

20. "For me, I have sought(4704) safety with my Lord 
and your Lord, against your injuring me. (4705) 

4704 It is no use their plotting his death or his vilification; for his safety is m Allah. 
As he truly says, "Allah is not only my Lord, but your Lord also; your 
responsibility arises apart from my preaching, but I preach m order to remind you 
of it." 

4705 "Injuring me": literally "stoning me". "Stoning may be here symbolical of any 
injury or vilification. 

21. "If ye believe me not,(4706) at least keep yourselves 
away from me." 

4706 If you do not believe me, at least go your ways; do not add to your sins by 
trying to suppress me and the Message of Truth which I bring: keep out of my 
way. 
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22. (But they were aggressive:)(4707) then he cried to 
his Lord: "These are indeed a people given to sin." 

4707 They would not even leave him alone to do his duty. So he cried to Allah, 
not indeed to destroy them, for a Prophet does not judge, but only Allah judges; 
he justified himself in prayer, that he had done his best, but they were obdurate in 
siii, and they were trying to oppress and injure the believers. Then came the order 
to march. They were to march under the cover of night, because the enemy was 
sure to pursue. They were to march with all believers, presumably believing 
Egyptians (such as were not martyred) as well as Israelites, for some Egyptians had 
believed: 7:121. 

23. (The reply came:) "March forth with My Servants by 
night: for ye are sure to be pursued. 

24. "And leave the sea as a furrow (divided):(4708) for 
they are a host (destined) to be drowned." 

4708 For the passage of Moses and his following, the sea had divided: they were to 
pass through the gap or furrow and leave it alone, to lure on the Egyptian host, on 
which the sea afterwards closed in, totally destroying them. 

25. How many were the gardens(4709) and springs they 
left behind, 

4709 There follows a word picture of all the fine and enjoyable things which the 
ruling caste had monopolised. Now these proud monopolists were drowned in the 
sea, and the inheritance went to other hands. 

26. And corn-fields and noble buildings, 

27. And wealth (and conveniences of life), wherein they 
had taken such delight! 

28. Thus (was their end)! And We made other people 
inherit (those things)! 

29. And neither heaven(4710) nor earth shed a tear over 
them: nor were they given a respite (again). 

4710 They died, "unwept, unhonoured, and unsung". They were too inordinate to 
be given another chance. Pharaoh had claimed to be their supreme god; and they 
had followed him! 

30. We did deliver aforetime the Children of Israel from 
humiliating Punishment, (4711) 

4711 The Israelites were held in bondage prior to the Exodus. Their hard 
taskmaster placed every indignity on them, and by Pharaoh's decree their male 
children were to be killed, and their females were to be kept alive for the 

Egyptians. 

31. Inflicted by Pharaoh, for he was arrogant (even) 
among inordinate transgressors. 

32. And We chose them aforetime above the nations, 
knowingly, (47 12) 

4712 From degrading servitude, Israel was delivered, and taken, in spite of many 
rebellions and backslidings on the way, to n a land flowing with milk and honey", 
where later they established the glorious kingdom of David and Solomon. This 
was not merely fortuitous. In Allah's prescience it was to be a link in furthering the 
great universal Plan. But their being chosen did not mean that they could do what 
they liked. In that sense there is no "chosen race" before Allah. But Allah gives 
every race and every individual a chance, and when the race or individual fails to 
live up to it, he or it must fall and give place to others. 

33. And granted them Signs(4713) in which there was a 
manifest trial 

4713 Among the "Signs" given to Israel were their own Revelation under Moses, 
their prosperous land of Canaan , their flourishing Kingdom under Da\id and 
Solomon, their prophets and teachers of Truth, and the advent of Jesus to reclaim 
the lost ones among them. All these were trials. When they failed in the trials, they 
were left to wander desolate and suffer. 

34. As to these (Quraish),(4714) they say forsooth: 



4714 The cases of the Egyptians and the Israelites ha\ing been cited as great 
nations which fell through inordinate vanity and wrongdoing, the case is now 
pressed home against the Quraysh leaders in their arrogance to the Prophet 
himself. They deny Revelation; they deny a future life, as the Sadducees did 
among the Jews before them; they persecute the Prophet of Allah, and those who 
believe in him: and they mockingly demand that their ancestors should be brought 
back to life, if it is true that there is a future life. They are reminded that better 
men than they lived in their own country of Arabia , men who had knowledge of 
Allah's revelation under the earliest Dispensation. See next note. They perished 
because of their unbelief and wrongdoing. What chance have they unless they 
turn and repent? 

35. "There is nothing beyond our first death, and we 
shall not be raised again. 

36. "Then bring (back) our forefathers, if what ye say is 
true!" 

37. What! Are they better than the people of 
Tubba(4715) and those who were before them? We 
destroyed them because they were guilty of 
sin. (4716) 

4715 Tubba' is understood to be a tide or family name of Himyar kings in Yemen 
, of the tribe of Hamdan. The Himyar were an ancient race. At one time they 
seem to have extended their hegemony over all Arabia and perhaps beyond, to 
the East African Coast . Their earliest religion seems to have been Sabianism, or 
the worship of the heavenly bodies. They seem at different times, later on, to have 
professed the Jewish and the Christian religion. Among the Embassies sent by the 
Prophet in A.H. 9-10 was one to the Himyar of Yemen, which led to their coming 
into Islam. This was of course much later than the date of this Surah. 

4716 In prehistoric time the Himyar and Yemen seem to have played a large part 
in Arabia and even beyond: see last note. But when they were intoxicated with 
power, they fell into sin, and gradually they ceased to count, not only in Arabia but 
even in Yemen . 

38. We created not the heavens, the earth, and all 
between them, merely in (idle) sport:(4717) 

4717 Cf. 21:16 , and n. 2676. All creation is for a wise and just purpose. But men 
usually do not realise or understand it, because they are steeped in their own 
ignorance, folly, or passions. 

39. We created them not except for just ends: but most 
of them do not understand. 



40. Verily the Day of(4718) 
appointed for all of them,- 



sorting out is the time 



4718 Day of Sorting Out, or the Day of Decision. Cf. 37:21, and n. 4047. 
Ignorance, prejudice, passion, spite, and selfishness, seem sometimes to flourish 
in this probationary life. In any case they are mixed up with knowledge, justice, 
common sense, love and regard for others. But the good and the evil will be 
sorted out and separated at the Day of Judgement There is a time appointed for it. 
In Allah's good time all will come right. 

41. The Day when no protector(4719) can avail his client 
in aught, and no help can they receive, 

4719 When that Day comes, the strictest justice will prevail. No man, however 
prominently he may have walked on the world's stage, can help anodier. He 
himself will need help, not the sort of logrolling help which high and low render to 
each other in this life, but which in the conditions of reality will be of no avail. The 
only things which will help will be the Mercy of Allah. 

42. Except such as receive(4720) Allah. s Mercy: for He is 
Exalted in Might, Most Merciful. 

4720 Allah's Mercy will be the only thing of any efficacy: for He is both able t o 
help ("Exalted in Might") and willing to forgive ("Most Merciful"). 

43. Verily the tree(4721) of Zaqqum(4722) 

4721 Now follows a word-picture of the horrors to which E\il must lead us. What 
human language and what figures of speech can adequately describe them? 

4722 The opposite of "delicious Fruits" is the terrible tree of Zaqqum, which is 

further described in 37:62-68, where see n. 4073. Also see 17:60, n. 2250. 
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44. Will be the food of the Sinful, - 

45. Like molten brass; it will boil in their insides. 

46. Like the boiling of scalding water. 

47. (A voice will cry: "Seize ye him and drag him into the 
midst of the Blazing Fire! 

48. "Then pour over his head the Penalty of Boiling 
Water, 

49. "Taste thou (this)! Truly wast thou mighty, full of 
honour!(4723) 

4723 In this particular Surah the besetting sin we are considering is the arrogance 
born of place or power, wealth or honour, as understood in this world. The 
punishment of ignominy looks back to the kind of sin which is to be punished. 

50. "Truly this is what ye used to doubt!"(4724) 

4724 When the Punishment becomes a realised fact, how foolish will those look 
who doubted whether there would be a Hereafter? 

51. As to the Righteous (they will be) in a position of 
Security,(4725) 

4725 There will be no uncertainty, as on this earth; no danger of discontinuance; 
no possibility of their satisfaction being terminated? 

52. Among Gardens and Springs; 

53. Dressed in fine silk(4726) and in rich brocade, they 
will face each other;(4727) 

4726 Cf. 18:31 , and n. 2373. 

4727 Everything will be open and in social companionship: for all the petty 
feelings of jealousy or exclusiveness will have passed away. 

54. So; and We shall join them to Companions(4728) 
with beautiful, big, and lustrous eyes. (4729) 



4728 The Companions, like the scene, the dress, the outiook, and the fruit, will be 
beautiful. There will be life, but free from all earthly grossness. The women as 
well as the men of this life will attain to this indescribable bliss. (R). 

4729 /fi/r implies the following ideas: (1) purity; possibly the word Hawniiynn, as 
applied to the first Disciples of Jesus, is connected with this root; (2) beauty, 
especially of eyes, where the intense white of the eyeballs stands out against the 
intense black of the pupil, thus giving the appearance of lustre, and intense feeling: 
as opposed to dullness or want of expression; and (3) truth and good will. 

55. There can they call for every kind of fruit(4730) in 
peace and security; 

4730 The metaphorical signification is explained in n. 467 1 to 43:73. 

56. Nor will they there taste Death, except the 
first(4731) death; and He will preserve them from the 
Penalty of the Blazing Fire,-(4732) 

4731 First Death: die ordinary natural death from this life, which brought them to 

the Garden of Felicity : there will be no further death after that. Cf, 37:59, and n. 
4071. 

4732 In Islam we are taught that salvation is not possible of our unaided efforts. 
Certainly, stnvmg on our partis an indispensable condition: but it is the Mercy of 
Allah which comes to our help and keeps us from the Fire of final Punishment. 
This is mentioned last as the foundation on which is built our eternal felicity and 
our positive spiritual joys. (R). 

57. As a Bounty from thy Lord! that will be the supreme 
achievement! (4733) 

4733 This is our idea of Salvation: the negative avoidance of all the consequences 
of evil, and the positive attainment of all— and more than all— that our hearts could 
possibly desire. For Allah's Bounty outstrips anything that our eyes have seen, or 
our ears have heard of, or our imagination can conceive. (Cf. 4:13 ). 

58. Verily, We have made this (Qur'an) easy,(4734) in 
thy tongue, in order that they may give heed. 

4734 Easy: not only to understand, being in the Arabic tongue; but mellifluous, 
whose rhythm carries off our spirits to a higher spiritual plane. In another sense, it 
is difficult; for to get its deepest meaning, we shall have to strive hard, as the 
contents of this Surah alone will show. 

59. So wait thou and watch; for they (too) are waiting. 



-<S*Q> 



45. Al Jathiyah (The Kneeling Down) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Ha Mim.(4735) 

4735 See Introduction to S. 40, paragraphs 2-4. 

2. The revelation(4736) of the Book is from Allah the 
Exalted in Power, Full of Wisdom. 

4736 This verse is the same as 40:2. except that "wisdom" is here substituted in the 
last line for "Knowledge". This is appropriate, as in this Surah we are dealing with 
the folly of those who reject Allah and His Signs, while S. 40 dealt with the 
indmdual soul's witness to Faith and Virtue. 



3. Verily in the heavens(4737) and the earth, are Signs 
for those who believe. 

4737 Verses 3-5 deal with some of the points in the noble argument in 2:164, but 
again there are differences on account of the different context Note that here the 
argument is divided into three parts, one in each verse. (1) In verse 3 we are 
dealing with big Signs external to ourselves, some of which are far beyond our 
personal experiences: for diem we require Faith: they are Signs "for those who 
believe." For the other two see the next two notes. 

4. And in the creation(4738) of yourselves and the fact 
that animals are scattered (through the earth), are 
Signs for those of assured Faith. 

4738 (2) These Signs are in our own nature and in the animals we meet with every 
day; here we have certainty within human limits: these are "for those of assured 
Faith." 
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5. And in the alternation(4739) of Night and Day, and 
the fact that Allah sends down Sustenance(4740) from 
the sky, and revives therewith the earth after its 
death, and in the change of the winds,- are Signs for 
those that are wise. 

4739 (3) These are our daily experiences from external things, but they affect us 
and our lives ultimately: here are questions of deductions "for those that are wise." 

4740 "Sustenance" is almost equivalent here to "rain" itself, and its revival of a dead 
earth, which refer symbolically to Revelation and its putting new life into a dead 
soul. Similarly the alternation of Night and Day, and the change of the winds, 
besides bemg Signs as wonderful phenomena of Nature, refer to spiritual 
ignorance and knowledge, rest and activity, and the constant beneficent changes 
that are gomg on in the world, making for the spread of the blessing of Allah's 
Revelation. (Cf.n. 4540 and n. 4554). 

6. Such are the Signs(4741) of Allah, which We rehearse 
to thee in Truth; then in what exposition will they 
believe after (rejecting) Allah and His Signs? 

4741 If there are any to whom the Signs from Nature, from within their own heart 
and conscience, and from the voice of Revelation, are not enough to convince 
them, what possible kind of exposition will they accept? 

7. Woe to each sinful dealer in Falsehoods:(4742) 

4742 A soul so dead, as described in the last note, is indeed wretched. It will 
resort to falsehoods, in worship, in conduct, and in its attitude towards Allah. It 
will be obstinate, and pretend to be "above such things'. It will hear the most 
beautiful Message but not profit by it. The loss or punishment is its own, and 
grievous it is! 

8. He hears the Signs of Allah rehearsed to him, yet is 
obstinate and lofty, as if he had not heard them: then 
announce to him a Penalty Grievous! 

9. And when he learns something of Our Signs, he takes 
them in jest: for such there will be a humiliating 
Penalty. (4743) 

4743 Note that in each of the verses 8-1 1 the Penalty is characterised by a certain 
description, which accords with the crime. (1) In verse 8, the man is arrogant 
about the Signs of Allah's love and care all around him, and his Penalty 1 is 
"grievous". (2) In verse 9, he ridicules Allah's Signs, and his Penalty is "humiliating": 
he makes himself a ridiculous fool. (3) and (4) are described in the two following 
notes. 

10. In front of them is Hell: and of no profit to them is 
anything they may have earned, nor any protectors 
they may have taken to themselves besides Allah, for 
them is a tremendous Penalty. (4744) 

4744 (3) In verse 10 the sinner has piled up all the good things of this life, and 
thinks he has got plenty of helpers and protectors but all these things are of no 
use. On the contrary', his Penalty will be "tremendous", to correspond with the 
great pains which he has taken to multiply the gods of his worship. 

11. This is (true) Guidance and for those who reject the 
Signs of their Lord, is a grievous Penalty of 
abomination. (4745) 

4745 (4) In verse 11, he has flouted and rejected the specific guidance that came 
to him from the Word of Allah, or from the admonition of a Prophet of Allah. 
His Penalty is a penalty of abomination: he earns unspeakable horror and 
abomination from all the Righteous, and is an unclean object in the Kingdom of 
Heaven . 

12. It is Allah Who has subjected the sea to you, (4746) 
that ships may sail through it by His command, that ye 
may seek of his Bounty, and that ye may be grateful. 

4746 Cf 16:14 and notes thereon, especially n. 2037. The one encircling ocean of 
our globe is one of the most significant facts in our physical geography. Its salt 
water is an agent of global sanitation. The salubrious effects of sea air, with its 
ozone, are well known to everyone who has recouped his health by its means. 
Thanks to ships, the sea unites rather than divides: communications are, and have 
always been, more active between seacoast towns than further inland. They thus 



further human intercourse, and help us to seek the "Bounty of Allah", not only in a 
commercial but in an intellectual and spiritual sense. All this is through "Allah's 
command" i.e., by His beneficent ordering of the universe, and we should be 
grateful. 

13. And He has subjected to you, as from Him, all that is 
in the heavens(4747) and on earth: Behold, in that are 
Signs indeed for those who reflect. 

4747 Cf. 31:20, and n. 3605. The sea was only one example of Allah's cherishing 
care in making all things in nature available for the use of man, through the genius 
and faculties which He has given to man. Man should never forget that it is all "as 
from Him", / e., from Allah. For is not man Allah's vicegerent on earth ( 2:30 ) ? 

14. Tell those who believe, to forgive those who do not 
look forward to the Days of Allah:(4748) It is for Him 
to recompense(4749) (for good or ill) each 
People(4750) according to what they have earned. 

4748 Cf. 7:54; , n. 1031. The Days of Allah I interpret to mean not periods of 
twenty-four hours, but the stages through which Allah's Purpose works in us on 
bringing home to us a sense of sin and a sense of Allah's Mercy. We must be 
patient with those who have not yet acquired that sense. "Days of Allah" may also 
mean the Days of the Kingdom of Allah , when evil will be destroyed and Allah's 
authority will reign unquestioned. 

4749 Allah will give due recompense for good or e\il according to His own full 
Knowledge and righteous Plan, and in His own good time. (R). 

4750 "People" here may be taken to be a group of common characteristics, e.g., 
the righteous in contrast with the unrighteous, the oppressed in contrast with the 
oppressors, and so on. 

15. If any one does(4751) a righteous deed, it ensures to 
the benefit of his own soul; if he does evil, it works 
against (his own soul). In the end will ye (all) be 
brought back to your Lord. 

4751 Ordinarily good and e\il come to their own even in this world; but in any 
case there is the final Judgement before Allah. 

16. We did aforetime grant to the Children(4752) of 
Israel the Book the Power of Command, and 
Prophethood; We gave them, for Sustenance, 
things(4753) good and pure; and We favoured them 
above the nations. 

4752 The argument here is similar to that in 44:32-33 but; it is more particularised 
here. Israel had the Revelation through Moses, the power of judgement and 
command through the Kingdom of Da\id and Solomon, and numerous prophetic 
warnings through such men as Isaiah and Jeremiah. 

4753 "Sustenance", here as elsewhere is to be understood bodi in a physical and 
metaphorical sense. The Mosaic Law laid down rules of diet, excluding things 
unclean, and it laid down rules for a pure and honourable life. In this way Israel 
became the standard-bearer of Allah's law, thus "favoured above the nations." 

17. And We granted them Clear Signs in affairs (of 
Religion): it was only (47 54) after knowledge had 
been granted to them that they fell into schisms, 
through insolent envy(4755) among themselves. 
Verily thy Lord will judge between them on the Day of 
Judgment as to those matters in which they set up 
differences. 

4754 Cf. 10:93. The Jews were the more to blame that they fell from Grace after 
all the dmne favours which they had enjoyed. Their schisms and differences arose 
from mutual envy, which was rebellious insolence against Allah. As the next verse 
shows, some of them {not all) rejected the mission of the Prophet, also through 
envy that a Prophet had come among the Arabians. 

4755 Cf. 2:90, and that whole passage, with its notes . 

18. Then We put thee on the (right) Way(4756) of 
Religion: so follow thou that (Way), and follow not the 
desires of those who know not. 
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4756 Shari'ah is best translated the "right Way of Religion", which is wider than the 
mere formal rites and legal provisions, which mosdy came in the Madmah period, 
long after this Makkan verse had been revealed. 

19. They will be of no use to thee in the sight(4757) of 
Allah, it is only Wrong-doers (that stand as) 
protectors, one to another: but Allah is the Protector 
of the Righteous. 

4757 That is, in thy service of Allah. Ignorant and contentious men are of no use 
or service to any Cause. The more you seek their help, the more do their 
ignorance and their contentiousness increase their own importance in their own 
eyes. EmI protects (or thinks it protects) evil: it has really no power of protection at 
all, for itself or for others. The righteous seek the protection of Allah, Who can 
and will protect them. 

20. These are clear evidences(4758) to men and a 
Guidance and Mercy to those of assured Faith. 

4758 The evidences of Allah's Signs should be clear to all men: to men of Faith, 
who accept Allah's Grace, they are a Guide and a Mercy. 

21. What! Do those who seek after evil ways think that 
We shall hold them equal with(4759) those who 
believe and do righteous deeds,- that equal will be 
their life and their death? Ill is the judgment that they 
make. 

4759 Three meanings can be deduced. (1) The evil ones are not in Allah's sight 
like the righteous ones; neither in life nor m death are they equal; in life the 
righteous are guided by Allah and receive His Grace, and after death His Mercy, 
while tire others reject His Grace, and after death receive condemnation. (2) 
Neither are the two the same in this life and in the afterlife; if the wicked flourish 
here, they will be condemned in the Hereafter; if the good are in suffering or 
sorrow here, they will receive comfort and consolation in the Hereafter; (3) The 
real life of the righteous— for they have received spiritual life— is not like the 
nominal life of the wicked, which is really death; nor is the physical death of the 
righteous, which will bring them into eternal life, like the terrible death of the 
wicked which will brmg them to eternal misery. 

22. Allah created the heavens(4760) and the earth for 
just ends, and in order that each soul may find the 
recompense of what it has earned, and none of them 
be wronged. 

4760 Cf. 44:38-39, and n. 4717. The government of the world is so ordered that 
each soul gets every chance for its full development, and it reaps the fruit of all its 
acthities. If it breaks away from Allah's Grace, it suffers, but no mjustice is done to 
anyone: on the contrary Allah's Bounty is always beyond man's deserts, 

23. Then seest thou such(4761) a one as takes as his god 
his own vain desire? Allah has, knowing (him as 
such), left him astray, and sealed(4762) his hearing 
and his heart (and understanding), and put a cover on 
his sight. Who, then, will guide him after Allah (has 
withdrawn Guidance)? Will ye not then receive 
admonition? 

4761 If a man follows, not the laws of Allah, which are also the laws of his own 
pure nature as made by Allah, but the desires of his own distorted self, as shaped 
by tire rebellion of his will, the me\rtable consequence will be the withdrawal of 
Allah's grace and guidance. All his faculties will then be debased, and there will be 
nothing to guide him, unless he turns in repentance agam to Allah. 

4762 Cf. 2:7 and notes. 

24. And they say: "What is there but our life in this 
world? We shall die and we live,(4763) and nothing 
but time can destroy us." But of that they have no 
knowledge: they merely conjecture: 

4763 Cf. 23:37, and n. 2896. The additional touch here, "And nothing but Time 
can destroy us", suggests the materialist philosophy that Matter and Time are 
eternal backwards and forwards; and possibly also that though each individual 
perishes, the race lasts till Time destroys it This is not knowledge but conjecture. 
Why not accept light from Him Who knows all. 



25. And when Our Clear Signs are rehearsed to them 
their argument is nothing but this: They say, 
"Bring(4764) (back) our forefathers, if what ye say is 
true!" 

4764 Cf. 44:36. It is no argument to say, "If there is a future life, brmg back our 
forefathers and let us see them here and now!" It is not for a man to raise the dead 
when and where he pleases. It is for Allah to command. And His promise is about 
the general Resurrection for the Day of Judgement. In His hands are the keys of 
life and death. 

26. Say: "It is Allah Who gives you life, then gives you 
death; then He will gather you together for the Day of 
Judgment about which there is no doubt": But most 
men do not understand. 

27. To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth, and the Day that the Hour of Judgment is 
established,- that Day will the dealers(4765) in 
Falsehood perish! 

4765 These vain wranglers about the future life and deniers of the Truth may have 
a run in this fleeting world; but the moment the world of Reality is established, 
they will see what they now deny. The facts will destroy their fancies, and they 
themselves will find themselves humiliated and lost, for ha\rng deliberately 
ignored Allah's Signs and acted in opposition to His Holy Will. 



28. And thou wilt see every sect bowing the knee:(4766) 
Every sect will be called to its Record: "This Day shall 
ye be recompensed for all that ye did! 

4766 Bowing the knee: the key phrase of the Surah, and its title, Cf. 19:72. 
Whatever the arrogance of the wicked may be in this life, whatever exclusive sects 
and divisions they may fornr in this life, the time will come when they will humbly 
submit and bow the knee of the Truth. Before the Judgement Seat, when then 
Record is produced, they must necessarily be dumb. 

29. "This Our Record speaks about you with truth: For 
We were wont(4767) to put on Record all that ye did." 

4767 Cf. 43:80. Nothing misses the Recording Angel, and whatever is said in the 
Record is true. 

30. Then, as to those who believed and did righteous 
deeds, their Lord will admit them to His Mercy that 
will be the Achievement(4768) for all to see. 

4768 The attainment and satisfaction of all hopes and desires; the reaching of the 
final goal of Blrss. Cf. 44:57, and n. 4733. 

31. But as to those who rejected Allah, (to them will be 
said): "Were not Our Signs rehearsed to you? But ye 
were arrogant, and were a people given to sin! 

32. "And when it was said that the promise of Allah was 
true, and that the Hour- there was no doubt about its 
(coming), ye used to say, 'We know not what 
is(4769) the hour: we only think it is an idea, and we 
have no firm assurance. ' " 

4769 There is arrogance as well as untruth in this pretence. The commg of 
Judgement has been proclaimed times out of number by every Prophet of Allah. 
They cannot dismiss it as a mere idea or superstition. Their object is merely an 
ostentatious and lofty rejection of Faith. 

33. Then will appear to them the evil (fruits) of what 
they did, and they will be(4770) completely encircled 
by that which they used to mock at! 

4770 Cf. 11:8. Their mockery will be turned against themselves, for they will be 
hemmed in by the very Realities which they had ignored or doubted or laughed at, 
(see also n. 4806 to 46:26). 
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34. It will also be said: "This Day We will(4771) forget 
you as ye forgot the meeting of this Day of yours! and 
your abode is the Fire, and no helpers have ye! 

4771 Cf. 7:51 and n. 1029. "Forget" is of course metaphorical for "deliberately to 
ignore". 

35. "This, because ye used to take the Signs of Allah in 
jest, and the life of the world deceived you:"(4772) 
(From) that Day, therefore, they shall not be taken out 
thence, nor shall they be received into Grace. 

4772 It is implied that 'you deliberately allowed yourselves to be deceived by the 
vanities of this world', or 'that you put yourselves mto a position where you were 
deceived, for you were expressly warned agamst E\il'. 



36. Then Praise be to Allah, (4773)Lord of the heavens 
and Lord of the earth,- Lord and Cherisher of all the 
Worlds! 

4773 The argument having been completed about the fruits of this life being 
reaped in the Ma'ad, or the Hereafter, when perfect balance will be restored and 
perfect Justice will reign supreme, the Surah closes with praise and glory to Allah, 
Who is not only Omnipotent but is full of Wisdom, and cherishes and cares for 
all His creation. We began with the remembrance of His Revelation and Mercy, 
and we close with the celebration of His goodness, power, and wisdom. Note how 
the argument is rounded off by the reminiscence of the last clause of the second 
verse of this Surah. 

37. To Him be glory throughout the heavens and the 
earth: and He is Exalted in Power, Full of Wisdom! 



X3*^3>^ 



46. Al Ahqaf (Winding Sand-tracts) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Ha Mim.(4774) 

4774 See introduction to S. 40, paragraphs 2-4. 

2. The revelation(4775) of the Book is from Allah the 
Exalted in Power, Full of Wisdom. 

4775 This verse is the same as the second verse of the last Surah, but the theme is 
worked out differently in the two Surah. In S. 45 was shown how demers of 
Revelation will at last be humbled until they can no longer deny its truth and 
power. In this Surah is shown how Truth and Revelation will be vindicated by 

patience and constancy (46:35). 

3. We created not(4776) the heavens and the earth and 
all between them but for just ends, and for a Term 
Appointed: But those who reject Faith turn away from 
that whereof they are warned. 

4776 Cf. 45:22- Many things may appear to us in the present world as strange and 
inexplicable. But everything made by Allah has a just purpose which must be 
fulfilled. Nothing in this world is permanent: everything is for an appointed term. 
The Word of Allah alone abides. All else will pass away after it has fulfilled its 
purpose. But Unbelievers refuse to face the danger of which they are warned. 

4. Say: "Do ye see(4777) what it is ye invoke besides 
Allah. Show me what it is they have created on earth, 
or have they a share in the heavens bring me a 
Book(4778) (revealed) before this, or any remnant of 
knowledge (ye may have), if ye are telling the truth! 

4777 Some people may rush rhoughdessly into false worship, because it is the 
fashion or an ancestral custom, etc. They are asked to pause and see for 
themselves. Have the false gods or falsehood created anything? (They destroy 
much). Or have they any share or lot in the things we associate with the heavens- 
spiritual well-being, etc.? 

4778 Or is there any warrant for you from any earlier revelation, assuming that 
you do not believe in this Revelation? Or can you point to the least scrap or 
remnant of real knowledge on which you can base what we condemn as your false 
life? No, you cannot 



5. And who is more astray(4779) than one who invokes 
besides Allah, such as will not answer him to the Day 
of Judgment, and who (in fact) are unconscious of 
their call (to them)? 

4779 As there is no argument at all in favour of your sham worship, what sense is 
there in it? Either your false gods are senseless stocks and stones which will never 
answer you to the end of Time, being themselves devoid of understanding, or they 
are real objects which will disown you at the last (Cf. 25:17-18). If you worshipped 
Self, your own misused faculties will witness against you at the last (41:20-23). If 
you worshipped good men or prophets, like Jesus, they will disown you (5:119). 
Similarly, if you worshipped angels, they will disown you (34:40-41). 

6. And when mankind are gathered together (at the 
Resurrection), they will be hostile to them and reject 
their worship (altogether)! 

7. When Our Clear Signs are rehearsed to them, the 
Unbelievers say, of the Truth when it comes to 
them:(4780) "This is evident sorcery!" 

4780 When the truth is actually brought to their doors, they call it sorcery! Cf. 
37:12-15, and n. 4042. 

8. Or do they say, "He has forged it"? Say: "Had I forged 
it, then can ye obtain(4781) no single (blessing) for 
me from Allah. He knows best of that whereof ye talk 
(so glibly)! Enough is He for a witness between me 
and you! And he is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." 

4781 'If I forged a message from myself as one purporting to come from Allah, 
you would not be able to see me enjoy any of the blessings from Allah which I 
enjoy: you would not see me calm and relying on Allah, nor would you see me 
bear the reputation of being a trustworthy man. A liar comes to an e\il end. But 
what about those who talk so glibly and freely about things which they know not? 
Allah knows all, and He is my witness! But even against your false accusations, I 
pray for His forgiveness and mercy to you, for He is Oft-Forgiviiig, Most 
Merciful!' 

9. Say: "I am no bringer(4782) of new-fangled doctrine 
among the messengers, nor do I know what will be 
done with me or with you. I follow but that which is 
revealed to me by inspiration; I am but a Warner open 
and clear." 
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4782 'What is there to forge? All prophets have taught the Unity of Allah and our 
duty to mankind. I bring no new-fangled doctrine, but eternal truths that have 
been known to good men through the ages. It is to reclaim you that I have came. I 
do not know what will be your fate for all this callousness, nor what you will do to 
me. But this I know, that I am preaching truth and righteousness, as inspired by 
Allah. My duty is only to proclaim aloud and clearly the Message entrustred to me 
by Allah. The rest I leave to Allah.' 

10. Say: "See ye?(4783) If (this teaching) be from Allah, 
and ye reject it, and a witness from among the 
Children of Israel testifies to its similarity(4784) (with 
earlier scripture), and has believed while ye are 
arrogant, (how unjust ye are!) truly, Allah guides not 
a people unjust." 

4783 Another side of the argument is now presented, You pagan Arabs! You are 
puffed up with pride, though you are an ignorant nation. Among Israel there are 
men who understand the previous scriptures, and who find the Qur'an and its 
Preacher a true confirmation of the previous scriptures. They accept Islam as a 
fulfillment of the revelation of Moses himself! {See Deut 18:18 -19). And yet you 
hold back, though the Qur'an has come in your own language, in order to help 
you to understand. How unjust and how shameful! In that case, with what face can 
you seek guidance from Allah?' 

4784 There were learned Jews (and Christians) who saw in the Prophet the 
Messenger of Allah foreshadowed in prerious Revelations, and accepted Islam. As 
this is a Makkan Surah we need not construe this as a reference to 'Abd Allah lbn 
Salam, whose conversion was in Madinah only two years before the Prophet's 
death, unless we accept this particular verse to be so late in date. The sincere Jews 
were in a position to understand how this Revelation fitted in with all they had 
learnt about Revelation. 

11. The Unbelievers say of those who believe: "If (this 
Message) were(4785) a good thing, (such men) would 
not have gone to it first, before us!" And seeing that 
they guide not themselves thereby, they will say, "this 
is an (old,) falsehood!" 

4785 A great many of the early Muslims were in humble positions, and were 
despised by the Quraysh leaders. 'If such men could see any good in Islam,' they 
said, 'there could be no good in it: if there had been any good in it, we should 
have been the first to see it!' The spiritually blind have such a good conceit of 
themselves! As they reject it, and as the Revelation is proved to have historic 
foundations, they can only call it "an old, old falsehood"! 

12. And before this, was(4786) the Book of Moses as a 
guide and a mercy: And this Book confirms (it) in the 
Arabic tongue; to admonish the unjust, and as Glad 
Tidings to those who do right. 

4786 The last revealed Book which was a Code of Life (Shah 'ah) was the Book 

of Moses: for that of Jesus was not such a Code, but merely moral precepts to 
sweep away the corruptions that had crept in. The Qur'an has the same attitude to 
it as the teaching of Jesus had to the Law. Jesus said (Matt. 5:17 ): "Think not that I 
am come to destroy the Law or the prophets; I am not come to destroy, but to 
fulfil," But the corruptions took new forms in Christian Churches : an entirely new 
Shaii 'ah became necessary, and this was prorided in Islam. 

13. Verily those who say,(4787) "Our Lord is Allah," and 
remain firm (on that Path),- on them shall be no 
fear,(4788) nor shall they grieve. 

4787 To say, "Our Lord is Allah" is to acknowledge that we owe no service to any 
creature, and shall render none: Allah shall have our exclusive devotion. "To 
remain firm on that Path" is shown by our conduct: we prove that we love Allah 
and all His creatures, and will unflinchingly do our duty in all circumstances. 

4788 Cf 2:38 . The phrase occurs in numerous other places, with a new 
application on each occasion. Here, if our claim is true that 'our Lord is Allah', 
what fear can possibly come to us, or what calamity can there be to cause us grief? 
For our Lord is our Chensher, Defender, and Helper, our Hope and our 
Comfort, which can never fail. 

14. Such shall be Companions of the Gardens, dwelling 
therein (for aye): a recompense for their (good) 
deeds. 

15. We have enjoined on man(4789) kindness to his 
parents: In pain did his mother bear him, and in pain 



did she give him birth. The carrying of the (child) to 
his weaning is (a period of) thirty months. (4790) At 
length, when he reaches the age of full 
strength(4791) and attains forty years, he says, "O 
my Lord! Grant me that I may be grateful for Thy 
favour which Thou has bestowed upon me, and upon 
both my parents, and that I may work righteousness 
such as Thou mayest approve; and be gracious to me 
in my issue. Truly have I turned to Thee and truly do I 
bow (to Thee) in Islam." 

4789 Cf. 29:8 and 31:14. 

4790 In 31:14 the time of weaning was stated to be at the age of two years, i.e., 24 
months. See also 2:233. That leaves six months as the minimum period of human 
gestation after which the child is known to be \iable. This is in accordance with 
the latest ascertained scientific facts. The average periodic 280 days, or ten times 
the inter-menstrual period, and of course the average period of weaning is much 
less than 24 months. 

The maximum period of breast-feeding {2 years) is again in accordance with the 
time that the first dentition is ordinarily completed in a human child. The lower 
milk incisors in the centre come out between the 6th and 9th months; then come 
out the milk teeth at intervals, until the canines appear. The second molars come 
out at about 24 months, and with them the child has a complete apparatus of milk 
teeth. Nature now expects him to chew and masticate and be independent of his 
mother's milk completely. On the other hand it hurts the mother to feed from the 
breast after the child has a complete set of milk teeth. The permanent teeth begin 
at the sixth year, and the second molars come at 12 years. The third molars are 
the wisdom teeth, which may appear at 18 to 20 years, or not at all. 

4791 The age of full strength (ashudd) is held to be between 18 and 30 or 32. 
Between 30 and 40 the man is in his best manhood. After that he begins to look 
to his growing issue, and rightly commends the new generation to Allah. Perhaps 
his spiritual faculties also gain the upper hand after 40. 

16. Such are they from whom We shall accept the 
best(4792) of their deeds and pass by their ill deeds: 
(They shall be) among the Companions of the Garden: 
a promise! of truth, which was made to them (in this 
life). 

4792 Cf. 29:7 and n. 3429. 

17. But (there is one)(4793) who says to his parents, 
"Fie on you! Do ye hold out the promise to me that I 
shall be raised up, even though generations have 
passed before me (without rising again)?" And they 
two seek Allah. s aid, (and rebuke the son): "Woe to 
thee! Have faith! for the promise of Allah is true." But 
he says, "This is nothing but tales of the ancients!" 

4793 A godly man often has an ungodly son, who flouts all that the father held 
sacred, and looks upon his father himself as old-fashioned and unworthy of 
respect or regard. The contrast in an individual family may be matched by the 
contrast in the passing and the using generations of mankind. All this happens as a 
passing phase in the normal evolution of mankind, and there is nothing in this to 
be despondent about What we have to do is for the mature generations to bring 
up then" successors in godly ways, and for the younger generations to realise that 
age and experience count for something, especially in the understanding of 
spiritual matters and other matters of the highest moment to man. 

18. Such are they against whom(4794) is proved the 
sentence among the previous generations of Jinns and 
men, that have passed away; for they will be (utterly) 
lost. 

4794 Cf. 41:25 and n. 4494. Each individual, each generation, and each people is 
responsible for its own good deeds or misdeeds. The law of actions and their 
fruits applies: you cannot blame one for another. The only remedy lies in seeking 
for Allah's Grace and Mercy, not only for ourselves but for others in brotherly or 
fatherly love . 
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19. And to all(4795) are (assigned) degrees according to 
the deeds which they (have done), and in order that 
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((Allah)) may recompense their deeds, and 
injustice be done to them. 



no 



4795 There is fine grading in the spiritual Kingdom. Every deed, good or bad, is 
judged and weighed to the minutest degree, with its motives, intentions, results, 
and relevant circumstances. It is not a mere rough classification. The fruits of evil 
will be exactly according to the degree of evil. But, as stated in other passages (e.g., 
28:84), the reward of good deeds will be far beyond their merits, on account of the 
Mercy and unbounded Bounty of Allah. 

20. And on the Day that the Unbelievers will be placed 
before the Fire, (It will be said to them): "Ye received 
your good things(4796) in the life of the world, and ye 
took your pleasure out of them: but today shall ye be 
recompensed(4797) with a Penalty of humiliation: for 
that ye were arrogant on earth without just cause, 
and that ye (ever) transgressed." 

4796 Received your good dungs implies (in Arabic) grabbing at them, being 
greedy of them, seeking them as fleeting pleasures rather than the most serious 
things of life, sacrificing the spiritual for the material. 

4797 They will be told: 'You took your choice, and you must pay the price. You 
did wrong in a rebellious spirit, and prided yourselves on your wrongdoing, not 
occasionally, but of set purpose and constantly. Now will you be humbled in the 
dust, as a fitting punishment.' 

21. Mention (Hud) one of 'Ad's (own) brethren:(4798) 
Behold, he warned his people about the winding Sand- 
tracts:(4799) but there have been warners before him 
and after him: "Worship ye none other than Allah. 
Truly I fear for you the Penalty of a Mighty Day." 

4798 Cf. 7:65, and note 1040. The point is that the Warner who was raised 
among 'Ad people-as among other peoples-was not a stranger, but one of their 
own brethren, even as the Prophet began his preaching with a call to his own 
brethren Quraysh. 

4799 Winding Sand-tracts: AJiqaf: Introduction to this Surah. The very things, 
which, under irrigation and with Allah's Grace, gave them prosperity and power, 
were to be their undoing when they broke Allah's Law and defied His Grace. See 

verses 24-26 below. 

22. They said: "Hast thou come(4800) in order to turn us 
aside from our gods? Then bring upon us the 
(calamity) with which thou dost threaten us, if thou 
art telling the truth?" 

4800 They were too much wedded to their evil ways— to the false gods that they 
worshipped-to appreciate the sincere advice of the Prophet of Allah. They defied 
him and defied Allah Who had sent him. Mockingly they challenged him to bring 
on the threatened punishment! For they did not believe a word of what he said. 

23. He said: "The Knowledge(4801) (of when it will 
come) is only with Allah. I proclaim to you the mission 
on which I have been sent: But I see that ye are a 
people in ignorance!".. 

4801 The coming of the Punishment for evil was {and is always) certain. At what 
particular time it would come he could not tell. It is not for the prophet, but for 
Allah, to bring on the Penalty. But he saw that it was useless to appeal to them on 
account of the ignorance in which they were content to dwell. 

24. Then, when they saw(4802) the (Penalty in the 
shape of) a cloud traversing the sky, coming to meet 
their valleys, they said, "This cloud will give us rain!" 
"Nay, it is the (Calamity) ye were asking to be 
hastened!- A wind wherein is a Grievous Penalty! 

4802 The Punishment came suddenly, and when they least expected it They 
wanted ram, and they saw a cloud and rejoiced. Behold, it was coming towards 
then" own tracts, winding through the hills. Their irrigation channels would be full, 
their fields would be green, and their season would be fruitful. But no! What is 
this? It is a tremendous hurricane, carrying destruction on its wings! A violent 
blast, with dust and sand! Its fury destroys everything in its wake! Lives lost! Fields 
covered with sandhills! The morning dawns on a scene of desolation! Where were 
the men who boasted and defied their Lord! There are only the ruins of their 
houses to witness to the past! 



25. "Everything will it destroy by the command of its 
Lord!" Then by the morning they -(4803) nothing was 
to be seen but (the ruins of) their houses! thus do We 
recompense those given to sin! 

4803 Here is the figure of speech known in rhetoric as aposiopesis, to heighten 
the effect of the suddenness and completeness of the calamity. In the Arabic text, 
the verb asbahu, in the diird person plural, leads us to expect that we shall be told 
what they were doing in the morning. But no! They had been wiped out, and any 
small remnant had fled (see n, 1040 to 7:65). Nothing was to be seen but the rums 
of their houses. 

26. And We had firmly established them in a (prosperity 
and) power which We have not given to you (ye 
Quraish!) and We had endowed them with (faculties 
of)(4804) hearing, seeing, heart and intellect: but of 
no profit to them were their (faculties of) hearing, 
sight, and heart and intellect, when they went on 
rejecting the Signs(4805) of Allah, and they were 
(completely) encircled(4806) by that which they used 
to mock at! 

4804 'Ad and their successors Thamud were more richly endowed with the 
faculties of the arts, sciences, and culture than ever were Quraysh before Islam. 
"Hearing and seeing" refer to the experimental faculties; the word "heart" in Arabic 
includes intellect, or the rational faculties, as well as the instruments of feeling and 
emotion, the aesthetic faculties. The Second 'Ad, or Thamud, have left interesting 
traces of their architecture in the country round the Hijr: see n. 1043 to 7:73, and 
notes 2002-2003 to 15:80-82. 

4805 The highest talents and faculties of this world are useless in the spiritual 
world if we reject the laws of the spiritual world and thus become outlaws there 

4806 See n. 4770 to 45:33. They used to mock at Allah's Signs, but those were the 
very things which hemmed them in, and showed that they had more power and 
effectiveness than anything else. 

27. We destroyed aforetime populations round about 
you;(4807) and We have shown the Signs in various 
ways, that they may turn (to Us). 

4807 In Arabian history and tradition alone, to say nothing of Allah's Signs 
elsewhere, sin inevitably suffered its Punishment, and in various ways. Would not 
the later people take wamiiig? 

28. Why then was no help forthcoming to them from 
those whom they worshipped as gods, besides Allah, 
as a means of access (to Allah.? Nay, they left them in 
the lurch: but that was their falsehood and their 
invention. (4808) 

4808 The false things that they worshipped were figments of their imagination. If 
they had had any existence in fact, it was not of the kind they imagined. 

29. Behold, We turned towards thee a company(4809) of 
Jinns (quietly) listening to the Qur'an: when they 
stood in the presence thereof, they said, "Listen in 
silence!" When the (reading) was finished, they 
returned to their people, to warn (them of their sins). 

4809 A company Jhms. Nafar (company) may mean a group of from three to ten 
persons. For Jinns, see n. 929 to 6:100. They listened to the reading of the Qur'an 
with great respect. The next verse shows that they had heard of the Jewish religion, 
but they were impressed with the Message of Islam, and they seem to have gone 
back to their people to share the Good News with them (see also n. 5727). (R). 

30. They said, "O our people! We have heard a Book 
revealed after Moses, confirming what came before it: 
it guides (men) to the Truth and to a Straight Path. 

31. "O our people, hearken to the one who invites(4810) 
(you) to Allah, and believe in him: He will forgive you 
your faults, and deliver you from a Penalty Grievous. 

4810 The one who invites all to Allah is the Prophet. He invites us to Allah: if we 
believe in Allah and His Prophet, Allah will forgive us our sins on our repentance 
and amendment of our lives, and save us the Penalty of the future life. 



358 



The 



Noble 



Q u r ' a n 



32. "If any does not hearken to the one who invites (us) 
to Allah, he cannot(4811) frustrate ((Allah) s Plan) 
on earth, and no protectors can he have besides Allah, 
such men (wander) in manifest error." 

4811 If a person refuses to believe the Truth, or opposses it, it has not the least 
effect on Allah's Holy Plan, which will go on to its completion; but it will deprive 
such a person of Grace and of any protection whatever; he will wander about as an 
outlaw in manifest helplessness. 

33. See they not that Allah, Who created the heavens and 
the earth, and never wearied with their 
creation, (4812) is able to give life to the dead? Yea, 
verily He has power over all things. 

4812 Cf. 2:255 (Verse of the Throne): "His Throne doth extend over the heavens 
and the earth, and He feeleth no fatigue in guarding and preserving them." He 
Whose power is constant and unwearied in creating and preserving all things in 
heaven and earth can surely give life to the dead at the Resurrection. 

34. And on the Day that(4813) the Unbelievers will be 
placed before the Fire, (they will be asked,) "Is this 
not the Truth?" they will say, "Yea, by our Lord!" (One 
will say:) "Then taste ye(4814) the Penalty, for that 
ye were wont to deny (Truth)!" 



4813 Cf. 46:20, where the argument was closed about the undutiful son of a good 
father. After that the example of 'Ad and of the believing Jinns was cited, and now 
is closed that argument in similar terms. 

4814 The Truth which they denied is now all too clear to them. They are out of 
the Light of Truth, out of the Light of Allah's Countenance. And that in itself is a 
terrible Penalty. 

35. Therefore patiently persevere, as did (all) 
messengers of inflexible purpose; and be in no haste 
about the (Unbelievers). On the Day that they see the 
(Punishment)(4815) promised them, (it will be) as if 
they had not tarried more than an hour in a single day. 
(Thine but) to proclaim the Message:(4816) but shall 
any be destroyed except those who transgress? 

4815 All spiritual work proceeds in its own good time. We should never be 
impatient either about its success or about the punishment which is bound to 
come for those who oppose it or wish to suppress it The inevitable punishment is 
spoken of as the Punishment promised. It will come so soon and so suddenly that 
it will appear as if there was not the delay of a single hour in a single day! Time is a 
great factor in our affairs in this world, but it hardly counts in the spiritual 
Kingdom. 

4816 The Preacher's duty is to proclaim the Message in unmistakable terms. If 
any human beings come in the way, it will be to their own destruction; but none 
but rebellious transgressors will be punished. There is always hope and 
forgiveness for repentance and amendment. 



-<s*e>- 



47. 



Muhammad 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. Those who reject Allah and hinder (men) from the 
Path of Allah,- their deeds will Allah render 
astray(4817) (from their mark). 

4817 Whatever they do will miss its mark, because Allah is the source of all 
energy and life. Jf the wicked try to persecute men or seduce them from the 
Truth, the result will be the opposite of what they intend. 

2. But those who believe and work deeds of 
righteousness, and believe in the (Revelation) sent 
down to Muhammad - for it is the Truth from their 
Lord,- He will remove from them their ills and improve 
their condition. (4818) 

4818 Bal means state or condition, whether external, or of the heart and mind. 
Both meanings apply here. The more the wicked rage, the better will be the 
position of the righteous, and Allah will make it easier and easier for the righteous 
to love and follow the Truth. 

3. This because those who reject Allah follow vanities, 
while those who believe follow the Truth from their 
Lord: Thus does Allah set forth(4819) for men their 
lessons by similitudes. 

4819 We learn the greatest spiritual lessons by parables and similitudes from 
things that happen in the outer world. If a man goes after a mirage or a thing that 
has no real existence, he can never reach his goal, while the man that follows the 
kindly Light from Allah that leads him on must be happier in mind, sounder in 
heart, and firmer in life, generally for every moment that he lives . 



. Therefore, when ye meet(4820) the Unbelievers (in 
fight), smite at their necks; At length, when ye have 
thoroughly subdued them, bind a bond(4821) firmly 
(on them): thereafter (is the time for) either 
generosity or ransom:(4822) Until the war lays down 
its burdens. Thus (are ye commanded): but if it had 
been Allah's Will, He could certainly have exacted 
retribution from them (Himself); but (He lets you 
fight) in order to test you, (4823) some with others. 
But those who are slain(4824) in the Way of Allah,- He 
will never let their deeds be lost. 

4820 When once the fight (Jihad) is entered upon, carry it out with the utmost 
\igour, and strike home your blows at the most vital points (smite at their necks), 

both literally and figuratively. You cannot wage war with kid gloves. 

4821 In the first onset there must necessarily be great lass of life; but when the 
enemy is fairly beaten, which means, in a Jihad, that he is not likely to seek again 
the persecution of Truth, firm arrangements should be made to bring him under 
control. I thus construe the words "bind a bond firmly {on them)", but others have 
construed the words to mean, "after the enemy's numbers are fairly thinned down, 
prisoners may be taken". With this passage may be compared 8:67, and n. 1234. 

4822 When once the enemy is brought under control, generosity (i.e., the release 
of prisoners without ransom) or ransom is recommended. 

4823 The Believers are tested in Faith by the extent to which they are willing to 

make sacrifices, even to the laying down of their lives; and the enemies are tested 
as to whether they would repent and let the righteous live in freedom and security. 

4824 There are two alternative readings. (1) qatalu, "those who fight", and (2) 
qatUu, "those who are slam". The meaning under the first reading is wider, and 
includes that under the second. I have translated on the basis of the second 
reading, which is in accordance with the text of the Royal Egyptian edition 
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5. Soon will He guide them(4825) and improve their 
condition, 

4825 If we read "who are slain" in the last clause but one of verse 4, {see last note), 
"guide" would mean "guide them in their spiritual journey after death". Improve 
their condition: see n. 4818 above. If after death, their minds and hearts will be 
more and more settled and at rest, and their spiritual satisfaction greater. 

6. And admit them to the Garden which He(4826) has 
announced for them. 

4826 The Garden which He has announced tor them: tire state of Bliss which is 
declared in Revelation to be destined for those who serve Allah. 

7. O ye who believe! If ye will aid (the cause of) Allah, 
He will aid you, and plant your feet firmly. 

8. But those who reject (Allah),- for them is destruction, 
and (Allah) will render their deeds astray(4827) (from 
their mark). 

4827 See above, 47:1 and n. 4817. 

9. That is because they hate the Revelation of Allah, so 
He has made their deeds fruitless. (4828) 

4828 Their deeds are fruitless in the sense that they are in vain; they do not 
produce the results intended by their doers. But they will not be exempt from 
producmg the natural consequences of evil, viz., further degradation and misery 
for the soul. 

10. Do they not travel(4829) through the earth, and see 
what was the End of those before them (who did 
evil)? Allah brought utter destruction on them, and 
similar (fates await) those who reject Allah. 

4829 The end of evil is evil. All past history and tradition shows that Will not 
men of every generation learn that lesson? Allah helps His sen ants, but those who 
rebel agamst Allah have no one to help them. 

11. That is because Allah is the Protector of those who 
believe, but those who reject Allah have no protector. 

12. Verily Allah will admit those who believe and do 
righteous deeds, to Gardens beneath which rivers 
flow; while those who reject Allah will enjoy (this 
world)(4830) and eat as cattle eat; and the Fire will 
be their abode. 

4830 An apt simile. Beasts of the field eat their fill, but have no higher interests. 
Men who worship the world exclusively are no better: their pleasures and 
enjoyments use no higher than those of the beasts of the field. They have no 
inkhiig of spiritual happiness. On the contrary, as they were endowed with 
spiritual faculties which they misused, they will not escape the Fire of Punishment, 
the Penalty of Sin. 

13. And how many cities, with more power than thy city 
which has driven thee out,(4831) have We destroyed 
(for their sins)? and there was none to aid them. 

4831 A reference to Pagan Makkah, which drove out the Prophet because of his 
righteousness and because he preached Repentance. The date of this Surah must 
therefore be after the Hijrah. 

14. Is then one who is on a clear(4832) (Path) from his 
Lord, no better than one to whom the evil of his 
conduct seems pleasing, and such as follow their own 
lusts? 

4832 Clear, or enlightened; a Path on which shmes the Light of Allah. 

15. (Here is) a Parable of the Garden which the righteous 
are promised: in it are rivers of water 
incorruptible;(4833) rivers of milk of which the taste 
never changes; rivers of wine, a joy to those who 
drink; and rivers of honey pure and clear. In it there 



are for them all kinds of fruits;(4834) and Grace from 
their Lord. (4835) (Can those in such Bliss) be 
compared to such as shall dwell for ever in the Fire, 
and be given, to drink, boiling water, so that it cuts 
up(4836) their bowels (to pieces)? 

4833 In this symbolism there are four kinds of drmks and all kinds of fruits; and 
the summing up of all spiritual delights in the "Grace from their Lord". The four 
kmds of drmks are: (1) delicious, cool, pure water, not like earthly water, for it 
never suffers corruption; (2) milk which never turns sour, whose taste is like that 
of fresh warm milk drawn from the udder; (3) wine, not like any wine on earth, for 
it leaves no headaches behind, and causes no mtoxication, which is a kind of 
madness or poison, but is ever ajoy to drink; and (4) honey, pure and clear, with 
no admixture of wax or any foreign substance. These drinks, agam speaking 
metaphorically, will cool the spirit, feed the heart, warm the affections, and 
sweeten life. (R). 

4834 See n. 4671 to 43:73. (Eds.) 

4835 Grace from their Lord: that is the covering up or blotting out of sin and all 
that was sad or unsatisfactory in the lower life; the pure Light from the 
Countenance of Allah Most High: 92:20. 

4836 Cf. 37:66-67, and n. 4074. Just as the Bliss of the Blessed will penetrate their 
being through and through, so the agony of the condemned ones will penetrate 
their being through and through. "Bowels" besides meaning their inmost bemg, 
also suggests the seat of their feelmgs and affections. 

16. And among them are men who listen to thee, but in 
the end, when they go out from thee,(4837) they say 
to those who have received Knowledge, "What is it he 
said just then?" Such are men whose hearts Allah has 
sealed, and who follow their own lusts. 

4837 Cf. 10:42 , and n. 1434; also 6:25, 36, and n. 857. The case here referred to 
is that of the Hypocrites who came to the assemblies of Islam in Madinah and 
pretended to listen to the Prophet's teaching and preaching. But then- heart and 
mind were not in learning righteousness, but in carping at thmgs they saw and 
heard. When they got out, they knew nothing of the teaching, but on the contrary 
asked foolish and ignorant questions, such as might raise doubts. 

17. But to those who receive(4838) Guidance, He 
increases the (light of) Guidance, and bestows on 
them their Piety and Restraint (from evil). 

4838 Spiritual advancement is progressive: each step makes the next ones easier 
and more complete. 

18. Do they then only wait(4839) for the Hour,- that it 
should come on them of a sudden? But already have 
come some tokens(4840) thereof, and when it 
(actually) is on them, how can they benefit then by 
their admonition? 

4839 Cf 43:66, and n. 4665. 

4840 The sands of time are always running, and when a wrong is done, the time 
for its punishment is approaching every moment. No one should therefore wait. 
The time for repentance is Now Tit any given time. When the punishment comes, 
itis too late for repentance, and all admonition would be useless. 

Looking to the particular time when this Surah was revealed, viz., about a year 
after the Hijrah, already there were Signs that the plans of the Pagans to crush 
Islam were crumbling to pieces. The Hijrah showed how much good will there 
was in Madmah for the Prophet of Allah, and how many people from Makkah 
adhered to him. The battle of Badr showed that they could hold their own against 
odds of three to one. 

19. Know, therefore, that there is no god but Allah, and 
ask forgiveness for thy fault,(4841) and for the men 
and women who believe: for Allah knows how 
ye(4842) move about and how ye dwell in your 
homes. 

4841 Cf 40:55, and n. 4428. 

4842 The time and maimer of our conducting ourselves at home and when we 
move about on our business are all material to the judgement of our conduct, and 
for every nuance in our moral and spiritual progress, we must seek Allah's help 
and guidance. 
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20. Those who believe say,(4843) "Why is not a sura 
sent down (for us)?" But when a sura of basic or 
categorical(4844) meaning is revealed, and fighting is 
mentioned therein, thou wilt see those in whose 
hearts is a disease(4845) looking at thee with a look 
of one in swoon at the approach of death. But more 
fitting for them- 

4843 The men of faith and loyalty are eager and anxious to get a command to 
serve the Cause even if it be at the sacrifice of their lives. Not so the Hypocrites, 
"those in whose hearts is a disease". They are mortally afraid as mentioned below. 

4844 Cf. 3:7, and n. 347. The defence of truth and righteousness at all sacrifice, 
when a definite and categorical command issues from Amir al Mu'niiiiin is a 
fundamental condition of enlistment in the cause of Allah. It is true that 
Punishment and Judgement belong to Allah alone; but our mettle and fidelity 
have to be tested, (see verse 4 above), and Allah uses human agency in human 
affairs. (R). 

4845 Cf. 2:10 . The disease is hypocrisy, disloyalty to the Cause, want of courage 
and of the spirit of self-sacrifice, want of true understanding. 

21. Were it to obey and say what is just, and when a 
matter(4846) is resolved on, it were best for them if 
they were true to Allah. 

4846 The resolution is not taken except under guidance from Allah. Those, 
therefore, who fail to implement it by their own effort and sacrifice, are not true to 
Allah. And such disloyalty or cowardice is not even good for them from a worldly 
point of view. With what face can they meet their friends after their disgraceful 
conduct? 

22. Then, is it(4847) to be expected of you, if ye were 
put in authority, that ye will do mischief in the land, 
and break your ties of kith and kin? 

4847 It is no use to say, as the Quraysh said, that it is not seemly to fight against 
lath and kin. From one point of view the stand against sin brings "not peace, but a 
sword". It is a case of either subduing e\il or being subdued by evil. If e\il gets the 
upper hand, it is not likely to respect ties of kith and km. It did not in the case of 
the Prophet and his adherents, and had to be suppressed, to bring about the 
conditions necessary for peace. 

23. Such are the men whom Allah has cursed(4848) for 
He has made them deaf and blinded their sight. 

4848 Cursed: i.e., deprived of His Grace: left them straying, because they 
deliberately rejected His guidance. The result is that what they hear is as if they 
had not heard, and what they see is as if they had not seen. They have no desire to 
understand Allah's Will or Allah's Revelation— or is it that they have themselves 
locked and bolted their hearts and minds, so that nothing can penetrate them? 

24. Do they not then earnestly seek to understand the 
Qur 'an, or are their hearts locked up by them? 

25. Those who turn back(4849) as apostates after 
Guidance was clearly shown to them,- the Evil One has 
instigated them and busied them up with false hopes. 

4849 Such men are entirely in the hands of Evil. They follow its suggestions, and 
then" hopes are built on its deceptions. 

26. This, because they said(4850) to those who hate 
what Allah has revealed, "We will obey you in part of 
(this) matter"; but Allah knows their (inner) secrets. 

4850 They have become so impervious to facts and truths, because, without the 
courage to oppose Allah's Cause openly, they secretly intrigue with Allah's 
enemies, and say that they will follow them part of the way, and by remaining 
partly in the other camp, they will be far more useful as spies and half-hearted 
doubters than by going over altogether. If they think that this game will be 
successful, they are mistaken. All the inner secrets and motives of their hearts are 
known to Allah. Cf. 59:11. 

27. But how (will it be)(4851) when the angels take their 
souls at death, and smite their faces(4852) and their 
backs? 



4851 It is all very well for them to practise hypocrisy in this life. How will they feel 
at death, when they find that the angels know all, and touch the very spots they 
had taken such care to conceal? 

4852 Theh' faces and their backs: there is a subde metaphor. The face is what 
looks to the front, the side you present to the outer world; the back is what is not 
shown, what is hidden from the world. The hypocrites will be hit at both points. 
Or, die face is what they boast of, what they are proud of; the back is the skeleton 
in the cupboard, the things they dare not utter, but which yet haunt them. The 
hypocrites are hit on ever} 7 side. Cf. 8:50 . 

28. This because they followed that which called forth 
the Wrath of Allah, and they hated Allah.s good 
pleasure; so He made their deeds of no effect. 

29. Or do those in whose(4853) hearts is a disease, think 
that Allah will not bring to light all their rancour? 

4853 Cf. verse 20 above, and n. 4845. Being diseased at the very core of their 
being, they do not understand the simplest facts of spiritual life. 

30. Had We so wiled. We could have shown them up to 
thee, and thou shouldst have known them(4854) by 
their marks: but surely thou wilt know them by the 
tone of their speech! And Allah knows all that ye do. 

4854 E\il is not always necessarily branded in this life with a distinguishing mark 
or brand. But the discerning ones know. E\il is betrayed by its speech and 
behaviour. 

31. And We shall try you(4855) until We test those 
among you who strive their utmost and persevere in 
patience; and We shall try your reported 
(mettle). (4856) 

4855 Cf. 34:21, and n. 3821. The test and trial is for our own psychological 
development, to help in the exercise of such choice as has been given to us in our 
freewill. Cf. also 3:154, and n. 467. 

4856 Akhbar. the things reported of you; reputation for courage and constancy, 
which has to be brought to the test of facts and experience. In an epigram of 
Tacitus we are told of a Roman Emperor that he would have been considered in 
every way to have been worthy of being a ruler if only he had never ruled! So in 
life people may think us courageous, true, noble, and self-sacnficmg; and we may 
consider ourselves as possessmg all such virtues; but it is actual experience that will 
bring them to the test 

32. Those who reject Allah, hinder (men) from the Path 
of Allah, and resist the Messenger, after Guidance has 
been clearly shown to them, (4857) will not injure 
Allah in the least, but He will make their deeds of no 
effect. 

4857 £X verse 25 above, and verse 34 below; in verse 25 was shown the source of 
the evil, viz., yielding to the deceptions of the Evil One; in this verse are shown the 
proximate consequences of such yielding to evil, viz., failure of all we do; and in 
verse 34 below are shown the eternal consequences, \iz., our deprivation of 
Allah's Grace and Mercy. 

33. O ye who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the 
messenger, and make not vain your deeds! 

34. Those who reject Allah, (4858) and hinder (men) 
from the Path of Allah, then die rejecting Allah,- Allah 
will not forgive them. 

4858 See last note. 

35. Be not weary and faint-hearted, crying for peace, 
when ye should be(4859) uppermost: for Allah is with 
you, and will never put you in loss for your (good) 
deeds. 

4859 To those who are trying to root out evil, and have authority to do so, the 
question is not of peace or conflict, but of whether Good or E\il is to prevail. 
They must remember the Good must ultimately prevail, and Allah's help is with 
those who, as far as men can, are trying to further die universal Plan. Cf. n. 4847 
to verse 22 above. 
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36. The life of this world is but play and 
amusement: (4860) and if ye believe and guard 
against Evil, He will grant you your recompense, and 
will not ask you (to give up) your possessions. (4861) 

4860 Cf. 6:32 , and 11. 855; and 29:64, and n. 3497. Amusement and play are not 
bad things in themselves. As preparations for the more serious life, they have their 
value. But if we concentrate on them, and neglect the business of life, we cannot 
prosper. So we must use our life in this world as a preparation for our spiritual or 
inner life. 

4861 Complete self-sacrifice, if voluntarily offered, has a meaning: it means that 
the person's devotion is exclusively and completely for the Cause. But no law or 
rule can demand it. And a mere offer to kill yourself has no meaning. You should 
be ready to take risks to your life in fighting for the Cause, but you should aim at 
life, not death. If you live, you should be ready to place your substance and your 
acquisitions at the disposal of the Cause. But it is not reasonable to pauperise 
yourself and become a hanger-on for the Cause. Moreover, the inborn tendency 
to self-preservation in an average man would lead to concealment and miserkness 
if a// were asked for the Cause, by Law, and there would further be a feeling of 
bitterness and rebellion. 

37. If He were to ask you for all of them, and press you, 
ye would covetously withhold, and He would(4862) 
bring out all your ill-feeling. (4861) 

4862 <^ 3:180. 

4861 Complete self-sacrifice, if voluntarily offered, has a meaning: it means that 
the person's devotion is exclusively and completely for the Cause. But no law or 
rule can demand it And a mere offer to kill yourself has no meaning. You should 



be ready to take risks to your life in fighting for the Cause, but you should aim at 
life, not death. If you live, you should be ready to place your substance and your 
acquisitions at the disposal of the Cause. But it is not reasonable to pauperise 
yourself and become a hanger-on for the Cause. Moreover, the inborn tendency 
to self-preservation in an average man would lead to concealment and miserliness 
if all were asked for the Cause, by Law, and there would further be a feeling of 
bitterness and rebellion. 

38. Behold, ye are those(4864) invited to spend (of your 
substance) in the Way of Allah. But among you are 
some that are niggardly. But any who are niggardly 
are so at the expense of their own souls. But Allah is 
free of all wants, and it is ye that are needy. If ye turn 
back(4865) (from the Path), He will substitute in your 
stead another people; then they would not be like you! 

4864 Here the cases of the special devotee and of the average man with his human 
foibles are distinguished. Stinginess is not a virtue: it hurts more the finer nature of 
the individual practising it than it hurts the Cause. Allah is free of all wants and 
independent of any need that we can meet. His Cause is similarly independent of 
human aid. But it uses human agency for our own human advancement The 
need to be able to serve Allah's cause is ours. We are the needy beggars who 
should claim the privilege before the Lord of Bounties unbounded. (R). 

4865 If we desert the Cause, the Cause will not fail. Better men than we will 
uphold the flag. But we should fall, and others will take our place, who are not so 
timid, half-hearted, or stingy. In Wordsworth's words, "High Heaven rejects the 
lore of nicely calculated less or more." 



-<S*Q> 



*-•- 



48. 



Al Fath (The Victory) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Verily We have granted thee a manifest 
Victory:(4866) 

4866 This is best referred to the Treaty of Hudaybiyah, for which see the 
Introduction to this Surah. By this Treaty the Makkan Quraysh. after many years 
of unrelenting conflict with Islam, at length recognised Islam as {what they 
thought) an equal power with themselves. In reality the door was then opened for 
the free spread of Islam throughout Arabia and thence through the world. 

2. That Allah may forgive thee(4867) thy faults of the 
past and those to follow; fulfil His favour to thee; and 
guide thee on the Straight Way; 

4867 Seen. 4428 to 40:55, and Cf. 47:19. Any mistakes of the past were now 
rectified, and any future ones prevented by the free scope now offered, by the act 
of the Quraysh Pagans themselves, to the recognition and free promulgation of 
Islam. 

3. And that Allah may help thee with powerful 
help. (4869) 

4869 The results were achieved by tranquillity, calmness, and cool courage among 
the 1400 to 1500 unarmed men who accompanied the Prophet to Hudaybiyah 
and who were threatened with violence by the excited Quraysh leaders of 
Makkah. 



4. It is He Who sent down Tranquillity(4869) into the 
hearts of the Believers, that they may add faith to 
their faith;-(4870) for to Allah belong the Forces of 
the heavens (4871)and the earth; and Allah is Full of 
Knowledge and Wisdom;- 

4869 The results were achieved by tranquillity, calmness, and cool courage among 
the 1400 to 1500 unarmed men who accompanied the Prophet to Hudaybiyah 
and who were threatened with violence by the excited Quraysh leaders of 

Makkah. 



4870 It is a casuistical question to ask, are there degrees in Faith? The plain 
meaning is that Believers will see one Sign of Allah after another, and with each 
their Faith is confirmed. During all the long years of persecution and conflict they 
had Faith, but when they see their old enemies actually coming out to negotiate 
with them, their Faith is justified, fulfilled, and confirmed: and they turn in 
gratitude to Allah. 

4871 There are visible forces which you see in the physical world. Men fight with 
armed forces, and the Muslims had to defend themselves with arms also, and not 
without success. But social, moral, and spiritual forces were fighting for them 
under Allah's command, and they were the real forces that established the 
Message of Islam and the position of its Leader and Preacher. 

5. That He may admit(4872) the men and women who 
believe, to Gardens beneath which rivers flow, to 
dwell therein for aye, and remove their ills from 
them;- and that is, in the sight of Allah, the highest 
achievement (for man),- 

4872 This clause is coordinated to the previous clause, "That they may add Faith 
to their Faith". The intervening words, "For to Allah . . . and Wisdom" are 
parenthetical. The third co-ordinate clause comes in the next verse, "And that He 
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may punish ..." The skeleton cons true tion will be, "Allah sends down calm courage 
to Believers in order that they may be confirmed in their Faith; that they may 
qualify for the Bliss of Heaven; and that the e\il ones may receive the punishment 
they deserve." 

6. And that He may punish the Hypocrites, men and 
women, and the Polytheists men and women, who 
imagine an evil opinion of Allah. On them is a 
round(4873) of Evil: the Wrath of Allah is on them: He 
has cursed(4874) them and got Hell ready for them: 
and evil is it for a destination. 

4873 They will be encircled {or hemmed in) by Evil. 

4874 That is, deprived them of His Grace, on account of their continued rejection 
of it. 

7. For to Allah belong(4875) the Forces of the heavens 
and the earth; and Allah is Exalted in Power, Full of 
Wisdom. 

4875 These words are repeated (with a slight change) from the parenthetical 
clause in verse 4, to emphasize the assertion as a substantive proposition, that 
fighting and \isible forces in the physical world are not the only forces with which 
Allah works out His Plan. The invisible forces are more important as they were at 
Hudaybiyah. The slight difference is instructive; in the parenthetical clause, Allah's 
Knowledge was emphasized, and in the substantive clause it is Allah's Power. 
Knowledge plans, and Power executes. 

8. We have truly sent thee(4876) as a witness, as a 
bringer of Glad Tidings, and as a Warner: 

4876 The Prophet came in order to establish Faith in Allah and true worship. We 
can view him in three capacities: (1) as a witness to help the weak if they were 
oppressed and check the strong if they did wrong; (2) as a giver of the Glad 
Tidings of Allah's Grace and Mercy to those who repented and lived good lives; 
and (3) as one who warned sinners of the consequences of their sin. 

9. In order that ye (0 men) may believe in Allah and His 
Messenger, that ye may assist and honour Him, (4876- 
A) and celebrate His praise morning and evening. 

4876-A Assist mid honour Hiin: most commentators agree that the pronoun 'Him' 
refers to Allah, while a few believe it refers to the Prophet. [Eds.]. 

10. Verily those who plight(4877) their fealty to thee do 
no less than plight their fealty to Allah, the Hand of 
Allah is over their hands: then any one who violates 
his oath, does so to the harm of his own soul, and any 
one who fulfils what he has covenanted with Allah, - 
Allah will soon grant him a great Reward. 

4877 In the Hudaybiyah negotiations, when it was uncertain whether Quraysh 
would treat well or ill the Prophet's delegate to Makkah, there was a great wave of 
feeling in the Muslim camp of 1400 to 1500 men. They came with great 
enthusiasm and swore their fealty to the Prophet, by placing hand on hand 
according the Arab custom: see paragraph 3 of the Introduction to this Surah. 
This in itself was wonderful demonstration of moral and material strength, a true 
Victory; it is called Bay'at alRidzvan (Fealty of Allah's Good Pleasure) in Islamic 
History. They placed then hands on the Prophet's hand, but the Hand of Allah 
was above them, and He accepted their Fealty. (R). 

11. The desert Arabs who(4878) lagged behind will say 
to thee: "We were engaged in (looking after) our 
flocks and herds, and our families: do thou then ask 
forgiveness for us. (4879)" They say with their 
tongues what is not in their hearts. Say: "Who then 
has any power at all (to intervene) on your behalf 
with Allah, if His Will is to give you some loss(4880) 
or to give you some profit? But Allah is well 
acquainted with all that ye do. 

4878 When the Prophet started from Madinah on the Makkah journey which 
ended in Hudaybiyah, he asked all Muslims to join him in the pious undertaking, 
and he had a splendid response. But some of the desert tribes hung back and 
made excuses. Then faith was but lukewarm, and they did not want to share in 
any trouble which the Makkans might give to the unarmed Muslims on 
pilgrimage. Their excuse that they were engaged in looking after their flocks and 



herds and their families was an afterthought, and in any case made after the return 
of the Prophet and his party with enhanced prestige to Madinah. 

4879 They said this with their tongues, but no thought of piety was in their hearts. 

4880 Then false excuse was based on a calculation of worldly profit and loss. But 
what about the spiritual loss in detaching themselves from the Prophet or spiritual 
profit in joining in the splendidly loyal feelings of service and obedience which 
were demonstrated at Hudaybiyah? And in any case they need not think that all 
then real and secret motives were not known to Allah. 

12. "Nay, ye thought that the Messenger and the 
Believers would never return to their families; this 
seemed pleasing in your hearts,(4881) and ye 
conceived an evil thought, for ye are a people lost (in 
wickedness)." 

4881 Then faith was so shaky that they thought the worst would happen, and that 
the Makkan Quraysh would destroy the unarmed band. In then heart of hearts 
they would not have been sorry, because they were steeped m wickedness and 
rejoiced in the sufferings of others. But such persons will burn m the fire of their 
own disappointment. 

13. And if any believe not in Allah and His Messenger, We 
have prepared, for those who reject Allah, a Blazing 
Fire! 

14. To Allah belongs the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth: He forgives whom He wills, (4882) and He 
punishes whom He wills: but Allah is Oft-Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. 

4882 E\il must inevitably have its punishment, but there is one way of escape, viz., 
through repentance and the Mercy of Allah. Allah's Justice will punish, but Allah's 
Mercy will forgive; and the Mercy is the predominant feature in Allah's universe: 
"He is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." 

15. Those who lagged behind(4883) (will say), when ye 
(are free to) march and take booty (in war): "Permit 
us to follow you." They wish to change Allah. s decree: 
Say: "Not thus(4884) will ye follow us: Allah has 
already declared(4885) (this) beforehand": then they 
will say, "But ye are(4886) jealous of us." Nay, but 
little do they understand (such things). 

4883 Now comes out another motive behmd the minds of the laggards. The 
journey for pilgrimage had no promise of war booty. If at any future time there 
should be a promise of booty they would come! But that is to reverse Allah's law 
and decree. Jihad is not for personal gain or booty: see S. 8 and Introduction to S. 
8, paragraph 2. On the contrary Jihad is hard striving, in war and peace, in the 
Cause of Allah. 

4884 Not thus: i.e., not on those terms; not if your object is only to gain booty. 

4885 See 8:1, and n. 1179. 

4886 The desert Arabs loved fighting and plunder, and understood such motives 
for war. The higher motives seemed to be beyond them. Like ignorant men they 
attributed petty motives or motives of jealousy if they were kept out of the vulgar 
circle of fighting for plunder. But they had to be schooled, and they were schooled 
to higher ideas of discipline, self-sacrifice, and striving hard for a Cause. 

16. Say to the desert Arabs(4887) who lagged behind: 
"Ye shall be summoned (to fight) against a people 
given to(4888) vehement war: then shall ye fight, or 
they shall submit. (4889) Then if ye show obedience, 
Allah will grant you a goodly reward, but if ye turn 
back as ye did before. He will punish you with a 
grievous Penalty." 

4887 While they are reproached for their supineness in the march which led to 
Hudaybiyah, where there was danger but no prospect of booty, they are promised, 
if they learn disciplme, to be allowed to follow the Banner of Islam where (as 
happened later m the Persian and Byzantine Wars) there was real fighting with 
formidable and well-organised armies. 

4888^27:33. 
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4889 That is, you shall go forth to war if you leant discipline, not for booty, but 
for a great and noble Cause. For if your opponents submit to the Cause, there will 
be no fighting and no booty. 

17. No blame is there on the blind, nor is there blame on 
the lame, nor on one ill (if he joins not the war): But 
he that obeys Allah(4890) and his Messenger,- (Allah) 
will admit him to Gardens beneath which rivers flow; 
and he who turns back, ((Allah)) will punish him with 
a grievous Penalty. 

4890 There may be neither fighting nor booty. But all who obey the righteous 
Imam's call to Jihad with perfect disciplme will get the Rewards of the Hereafter. 
The blind, the maimed, and the mfirm will of course be exempted from active 
compliance with the Call, but they can render such senices as are within their 
power, and then they will not be excluded from the reward. 

18. Allah. s Good Pleasure(4891) was on the Believers 
when they swore Fealty to thee under the Tree:(4892) 
He knew(4893) what was in their hearts, and He sent 
down Tranquillity(4894) to them; and He rewarded 
them with a speedy Victory;(4895) 

4891 The noun from the very radiya is ridwaii (Good Pleasure); hence the name 
of this Bay'ah, Bay'at al Ridwaii, tire Fealty of Allah's Good Pleasure: see n. 4877 
to 48:10. 

4892 The great ceremony of the Fealty of Allah's Good Pleasure took place while 
the Prophet sat under a tree in the plain of Hudaybiyah. (R) . 

4893 Or tested: seen. 4855 to 47:31. 

4894 Sakhiah = Peace, calm, sense of security and confidence, tranquillity. Cf. 
above 48:4, and n. 4869. The same word is used in connection with the battle of 
Hunayn in 9:26 , and in connection with the Cave of Thawr at an early stage in the 
Hijrah: 9:40 . 

4895 The Treaty of Hudaybiyah itself was a "speedy Victory": it followed 
immediately after the Bay'ah. 



19. And many gains will they acquire (besides): 
Allah is Exalted in Power, Full of Wisdom. 



and 



20. Allah has promised you many gains that ye 
shall(4896) acquire, and He has given(4897) you 
these beforehand; and He has restrained the hands of 
men from you; that it may be a Sign for(4898) the 
Believers, and that He may guide you to a Straight 
Path; 

4896 The gains so far seen from the Bay'ah and their calm and disciplined 

behaviour were certainly great; but greater still were to follow in the spiritual sense, 
in the rapid spread of Islam, in the clearance from the Sacred House of the 
idolatrous autocracy, and in the universal acceptance of the Message of Allah in 
Arabia . 

4897 The first fruits of the Bay'ali were the \ictory or treaty of Hudaybiyah, the 
cessation for the time being of the hostility of the Makkan Quraysh, and the 
openmg out of the way to Makkah. These thmgs are implied in the phrase. "He 
has restrained the hands of men from you." 

4898 Hudaybiyah (in both die Bay'ah and the Treaty) was truly a sign post for the 
Believers: it showed the solidarity of Islam, and the position which the Muslims 
had won in the Arab world. 

21. And other gains (there are), which are not 
with in (4899) your power, but which Allah has 
compassed: and Allah has power over all things. 

4899 Other gains: these are usually referred to the later victories of Islam, but we 
must view them not merely in their political or material aspect, but chiefly in the 
rise of Islam as a world power morally and spiritually. 



22. If the Unbelievers should fight you, 
would(4900) certainly turn their backs; then 
they find neither protector nor helper. 

4900 Their morale was now truly broken. 



they 
would 



23. (Such has been) the law(4901) of Allah already in 
the past: no change wilt thou find in the practice 
(approved) of Allah. 

4901 Cf. 33:62. 

24. And it is He Who has restrained their hands from you 
and your hands from them in the midst(4902) of 
Makka, after that He gave you the victory over them. 
And Allah sees well all that ye do. 

4902 Little incidents had taken place that might have plunged Quraysh and the 
Muslims from Madmah into a fight. On the one hand, Quraysh were determined 
to keep out the Muslims, which they had no right to do: and on the other hand, 
the Muslims, though unarmed, had sworn to stand together, and if they had 
counter-attacked they could have forced their entrance to the Ka *bah, the centre of 
Makkah. But Allah restrained both sides from anything that would have \iolated 
the Peace of the Sanctuary, and after the Treaty was signed, all danger was past. 

25. They are the ones who denied Revelation and 
hindered you from the Sacred Mosque and the 
sacrificial animals, (4903) detained from reaching their 
place of sacrifice. Had there not been believing men 
and believing women whom ye did not know 
that(4904) ye were trampling down and on whose 
account a crime would have accrued to you without 
(your) knowledge, ((Allah) would have allowed you to 
force your way, but He held back your hands) that He 
may admit to His Mercy whom He will. (4905) If they 
had been (4906) apart. We should certainly have 
punished the Unbelievers among them with a grievous 
Punishment. 

4903 The Muslims from Madinah had brought the animals for sacrifice with 
them, and had put on the Ihrain or pilgrim's garb (see n. 217 to 2:197), but they 
were not only prevented from enteniig Makkah, but were also prevented from 
seiidmg the sacrificial animals to the place of sacrifice in Makkah, as they could 
have done under 2:196. The sacrifice was therefore actually offered at 
Hudaybiyah. 

4904 There were at the time in Makkah believing Muslims, men and women, and 
the faith of some of them was unknown to their brethren from Madinah. Had a 
fight taken place in Makkah, even though the Muslims had been successful, they 
would unwittingly have killed some of these unknown Muslims, and thus would 
unwittingly have been guilty of shedding Muslim blood. This was prevented by the 
Treaty. 

4905 Allah works according to His wise and Holy will and Plan, and not according 
to what seems to us, in the excitement of human life, to be the obvious course of 
things. By preventing a fight He saved many valuable lives, not only of Muslims 
but also of some who became Muslims afterwards and served Islam. He grants 
His Mercy on far higher standards than man in his limited horizon can see. 

4906 If the party from Madinah could have distinguished Muslims from non- 
Muslims among theMakkaiis, they might have been allowed to enter and punish 
the pagan Quraysh for their mordmate vanity and gross breach of the unwritten 
law of the land. But in the actual circumstances the best solution was the Treaty of 
Hudaybiyah. 

26. While the Unbelievers got up in their hearts heat and 
cant - the heat(4907) and cant of ignorance,- Allah 
sent down His Tranquillity(4908) to his Messenger 
and to the Believers, and made them stick close to the 
command of self-restraint; and well were they entitled 
to it(4909) and worthy of it. And Allah has full 
knowledge of all things. 

4907 While die Unbelievers were blustemig and excited, and meticulously 
objected to introductory words such as "In the name of Allah, Most Gracious, 
Most Merciful, from Muhammad, the Prophet of Allah" (they did not like the 
tides), die Prophet remained calm and collected, and got the substance of their 
demands embodied in the Treaty without worrying about words. Even though the 
terms of the Treaty appeared to the companions, at first, to be unfair to Muslims, 
they remained faithful to their Leader and showed trust in his better judgement, a 
trust that was vindicated by the events that followed. (R) . 

4908 Cf. above 48:18, and n. 4894. 
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4909 It = Tranquillity. Their calmness amid much provocation was a gift of Allah; 
they had earned a right to it by their obedience and discipline, and showed 
themselves well worthy of it 

27. Truly did Allah fulfil the vision for His 
Messenger. (4910) ye shall enter the Sacred Mosque, if 
Allah wills, with minds secure, heads shaved, hair cut 
short, and without fear. For He knew what ye knew 
not, and He granted, besides this, a speedy 
victory.(4911) 

4910 The Prophet had had a dream that he had entered the Sacred Mosque at 
Makkah Just before he decided on the journey which resulted in the Treaty of 
Hudaybiyah. By it he and his people could enter next year without the least 
molestation and in the full customary garb, with head shaved or hair cut short, and 
all the customary minor rites of pilgrimage. 

4911 See above, 48:18, and n. 4895. 

28. It is He Who has sent His Messenger with Guidance 
and the Religion of Truth, to proclaim it over all 
religion: and enough is Allah for a Witness. (4912) 

4912 The divine disposition of events in the coming of Islam and its promulgation 
by the Prophet are themselves evidence of the truth of Islam and its all-reaching 
character; for there is nothing which it has not influenced. See also 61:9, n. 5442, 
and also 9:33 . 

29. Muhammad is the messenger of Allah, and those who 
are with him are strong against Unbelievers, (but) 
compassionate amongst each other. (4913) Thou wilt 
see them bow and prostrate themselves (in prayer), 
seeking Grace from Allah and (His) Good 
Pleasure. (49 14) On their faces are their marks, 
(being) the traces(4915) of their prostration. This is 
their similitude in the Tawrah;(4916) and their 
similitude in the Gospel is:(4917) like a seed which 
sends forth its blade, then makes it strong; it then 
becomes thick, and it stands on its own stem, (filling) 



the sowers with wonder and delight. As a 
result, (49 18) it fills the Unbelievers with rage at 
them. Allah has promised those among them who 
believe and do righteous deeds forgiveness, and a 
great Reward. 

4913 Cf. 9:128. The devotees of Allah wage unceasing war against evil, for 
themselves, and for others; but to their own brethren in faith— especially the 
weaker ones-they are mild and compassionate: they seek out every opportunity to 
sympathise with them and help them. 

4914 Their humility is before Allah and His Prophet and all who have authority 
from Allah, but they yield no power or pomp, nor do they worship worldly show 
or glitter. Nor is their humility before Allah a mere show for men. 

4915 The traces of their earnestness and humility are engraved on then" faces, i.e., 
penetrate their inmost being, the face being the outward sign of the inner man. If 
we take it in its literal sense, the traces might mean the marks left by repeated 
prostration on their foreheads. Moreover, a good man's face alone shows in him 
the grace and light of Allah; he is gende, kind and forbearing, ever helpful, relying 
on Allah and possessing 'a blessed Peace and Calmness' (i.e., sakinah: cf. 48:26; 
48:18, n. 4894) that can come from no other source. (R). 

4916 In the Book of Moses, which is now found in a corrupt form in the 
Pentateuch, the posture of humility in prayer is indicated by prostration: e.g., 
Moses and Aaron "fell upon their faces", Num. 16:22 . 

4917 The similitude in the Gospel is about how the good seed is sown and grows 
gradually, even beyond the expectation of the sower: "the seed should spring and 
grow up, he knoweth now how; for the earth brmgeth forth fruit of herself; first the 
blade, then the ear, after that the full corn in the ear"; Mark, 4:27-28. Thus Islam 
was preached by the Prophet; the seed seemed to human eyes lost in the ground; 
but it put forth its shoot, and grew, and became strong, until it was able to stand on 
its own legs, and its worst enemies recognised its existence and its right to live. 
Note how much more complete the parable is in the Qur'an. The mentality of the 
sowers of the seed is expressed in beautiful terms: its growth and strength filled 
them "with wonder and delight." 

4918 I construe the particle ° If as expressing not the object, but the result. The 
result of the wonderful growth of Islam in numbers and strength was that its 
enemies were confounded, and raged furiously within dreir own minds, a contrast 
to tire satisfaction, wonder, and delight of the Prophet and his Companions. The 
pronoun in "rage at them" oi course refers to the Prophet and his Companions, 
and goes back to the earlier words, "on their faces" etc. 



-<s*s?>- 



49. 



Al Hujurat (The Chambers) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. O Ye who believe! Put not yourselves forward(4919) 
before Allah and His Messenger, but fear Allah, for 
Allah is He Who hears and knows all things. 

4919 Several shades of meaning are implied: (1) do not make yourselves 
conspicuous in word or deed when in the presence of Allah (e.g. in a Mosque, or 
at Prayers or religious assemblies); (2) do not anticipate in word or deed what your 
Leader (Allah's Messenger) may say or do; (3) do not be impatient, trying to 
hasten things before the time is ripe, of which the best Judge is Allah, Who speaks 
through His Messenger. Be reverent in all things, as in the presence of Allah: for 
He hears and sees all things. (4) Look to the Qur'an and the Sumiah of the 
Prophet (peace be on him) for guidance and let nothing else take precedence over 
them. (R). 

2. O ye who believe! Raise not your voices(4920) above 
the voice of the Prophet, nor speak aloud to him in 



talk, as ye may speak aloud to one another, lest your 
deeds become(4921) vain and ye perceive not. 

4920 It is bad manners to talk loudly before your Leader. Some ill-mannered 
people so raise their voices as to drown the voice of their Leader, in conversation 

or in Council. 

4921 Such rudeness may even destroy the value of such services as they may 
otherwise have been able to render, and all this without their even realising the 
harm they were doing to the Cause. 

3. Those that lower their voices in the presence of 
Allah's Messenger,- their hearts has Allah tested for 
piety: (4922) for them is Forgiveness and a great 
Reward. 

4922 The essence of good manners arises from the heart. The man who really 
and sincerely respects his Leader has true piety in his heart, just as the man who 
does the opposite may undo the work of years by weakening the Leader's 
authority. 
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4. Those who shout out(4923) to thee from without the 
Inner Apartments -(4923-A) most of them lack 
understanding. 

4923 To shout aloud to your Leader from outside his Chambers shows disrespect 
both for his person, his time, and his engagements. Only ignorant fools would be 
guilty of such unseemly beha\iour. It is more seemly of them to wait and bide 
then" time until he is free to come out and attend to them. But, in the Court of a 
spiritual King, much is forgiven that is due to lack of knowledge and 
understanding. In the earthly Court, ignorance of the Law excuseth no man. If a 
man behaved in that way to the General of an army or the Governor of a 
Province, not to speak of an earthly Kmg, he would be laid hands on by the 
Guard, and could never gain the access he desires. 

4923-A Al Hujurat: "The Inner Apartments" or "The Chambers." 

5. If only they had patience until thou couldst come out 
to them, it would be best for them: but Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

6. O ye who believe! If a wicked person comes(4924) to 
you with any news, ascertain the truth, lest ye harm 
people unwittingly, and afterwards become full of 
repentance for what ye have done. 

4924 All tittle-tattle or reports— especially if emanating from persons you do not 
know— are to be tested, and the truth ascertamed. If they were believed and passed 
on, much harm may be done, of which you may have cause afterwards to repent 
heartily. Scandal or slander of all lands is here condemned. That about women is 
specially denounced: 24:11-20; 23-26. 

7. And know that among you(4925) is Allah. s Messenger, 
were he, in many matters, to follow your (wishes), ye 
would certainly fall into misfortune: But Allah has 
endeared(4926) the Faith to you, and has made it 
beautiful in your hearts, and He has made hateful to 
you Unbelief, wickedness, and rebellion: such indeed 
are those who walk in righteousness;- 

4925 The messenger of Allah, if he consults his friends and associates, should not 
be expected to follow their advice in all matters. The judgement and responsibility 
are his: he sees farther than the rest, and he is not swayed by personal feehng as 
others may be. (R). 

4926 Fortunate mdeed was the generation among whom the Prophet of Allah 
walked in his daily life. His example was inspiring. Their inner Faith was dear to 
them; it was a thing to be proud of in their innermost hearts; and they loved 
discipline, obedience, and righteousness. No wonder all their other disadvantages 
were neutralised, and they went from strength to strength. Nothing but the Grace 
of Allah could have brought about such a result 

8. A Grace and Favour from Allah, and Allah is full of 
Knowledge and Wisdom. 

9. If two parties among(4927) the Believers fall into a 
quarrel, make ye peace between them: but if one of 
them transgresses beyond bounds against the other 
then fight ye (all) against the one that transgresses 
until it complies with the command of Allah; but if it 
complies then make peace between them with justice 
and be fair: for Allah loves those who are fair (and 
just). 

4927 Individual quarrels are easier to compose than group quarrels, or, in the 
modem world, national quarrels. But the collective community of Islam should be 
supreme over groups or nations. It would be expected to act justly and try to 
compose the quarrel, for peace is better than fighting. But if one party is 
determined to be the aggressor, the whole force of the community is brought to 
bear on it. The essential condition of course is that there should be perfect 
fairness and justice and respect for the highest principles; for Islam takes account 
of every just and legitimate interest without separating spmtual from temporal 
matters. The League of Nations failed because these essentials were absent and 
today the United Nations fails for the same reason. (R). 

10. The Believers are but a single Brotherhood:(4928) So 
make peace and reconciliation between your two 



(contending) brothers; and fear Allah, that ye may 
receive Mercy. 

4928 The enforcement of the Muslim Brotherhood is the greatest social ideal of 
Islam. On it was based the Prophet's Sermon at his last pilgrimage, and Islam 
cannot be completely realised until this ideal is achieved. 

11. O ye who believe! Let not some men among you 
laugh at others:(4929) It may be that the (latter) are 
better than the (former): Nor let some women laugh 
at others: It may be that the (latter are better than 
the (former): Nor defame nor be(4930) sarcastic to 
each other, nor call each other by (offensive) 
nicknames: Ill-seeming is a name connoting 
wickedness, (to be used of one) after he has believed: 
And those who do not desist are (indeed) doing 
wrong. 

4929 Mutual ridicule ceases to be fun when there is arrogance or selfishness or 
malice behind it We may laugh with people, to share in the happiness of life: we 
must never laugh at people in contempt or ridicule. In many things the may be 
better than ourselves! 

4930 Defamation may consist in speaking ill of others by the spoken or written 
word, or in acting in such a way as to suggest a charge against some person whom 
we are not in a position to judge. A cutting, biting remark or taunt of sarcasm is 
included in the word hmaza. An offensive nickname may amount to defamation, 
but in any case there is no pomt in using offensive nicknames, or names that 
suggest some real or fancied defect. They ill accord with the serious purpose which 
Muslims should have in life. For example, even if a man is lame, it is wrong to 
address him as n O lame one!" It causes him pain, and it is bad manners. So in the 
case of the rude remark, "the black man". 

12. O ye who believe! Avoid suspicion as much(4931) (as 
possible): for suspicion in some cases is a sin: And spy 
not on each other behind their backs. Would any of 
you like to eat the flesh of his dead(4932) brother? 
Nay, ye would abhor it. ..But fear Allah. For Allah is 
Oft-Returning, Most Merciful. 

4931 Most kinds of suspicion are baseless and to be avoided, and some are crimes 
in themselves: for they do cruel injustice to innocent men and women. Spying, or 
enquiring too curiously into other people's affairs, means either idle curiosity, and 
is therefore futile, or suspicion carried a stage further, which almost amounts to 
siii. Back-biting also is a brood of the same genus. It may be either futile but all 
the same mischievous, or it may be poisoned with malice, in which case it is a sin 
added to sin. 

4932 No one would like even to think of such an abomination as eating the flesh 
of his brother. But when the brother is dead, and the flesh is carrion, abomination 
is added to abomination. In the same way we are asked to refrain from hurting 
people's feelings when they are present; how much worse is it when we say things, 
true or false, when they are absent! 

13. O mankind! We created(4933) you from a single 
(pair) of a male and a female, and made you into 
nations and tribes, that ye may know each other (not 
that ye may despise (each other). Verily the most 
honoured of you in the sight of Allah is (he who is) the 
most righteous of you. And Allah has full knowledge 
and is well acquainted (with all things). 

4933 This is addressed to all mankind and not only to the Muslim brotherhood, 
though it is understood that in a perfected world die two would be synonymous. 
As it is, mankind is descended from one pair of parents. Their tribes, races, and 
nations are convenient labels by which we may know certain differing 
characteristics. Before Allah they are all one, and he gets most honour who is 
most righteous. 

14. The desert Arabs say,(4934) "We believe." Say, "Ye 
have no faith; but ye (only)say, 'We have 
submitted(4935) our wills to Allah,' For not yet has 
Faith entered your hearts. But if ye obey Allah and His 
Messenger, He will not belittle aught of your deeds: 
for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful." 
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4934 The desert Arabs were somewhat shaky 111 their faith. Their hearts and 
minds were petty, and they thought of petty things, while Islam requires the 
complete submission of one's being to Allah. See next verse. Some of the fadings 
of the desert Arabs are described in 48:1 1-15. But the reference here is said to be 
to the BanuAsad, who came to profess Islam in order to get charity during a 
famine. 

4935 This is what ye ought to prove if your faith has any meaning, but ye only say 
it with your tongues.' 

15. Only those are Believers who have believed in Allah 
and His Messenger, and have never since doubted, but 
have striven with their belongings and their persons in 
the Cause of Allah: Such are the sincere ones. 

16. Say: "What! Will ye(4936) instruct Allah about your 
religion? But Allah knows all that is in the heavens 
and on earth: He has full knowledge of all things. 

4936 'You say {or perhaps even think) that you are Muslims, but where are the 
fruits of your Faith? Allah knows the innermost motives and secrets of your heart, 
and you cannot deceive Him by attaching a certain label to yourselves.' Alas! that 
this answer to the desert Arabs is true of so many others in our own times! 



17. They impress on thee(4937) as a favour that they 
have embraced Islam. Say, "Count not your Islam as a 
favour upon me: Nay, Allah has conferred a favour 
upon you that He has guided you to the faith, if ye be 
true and sincere. 

4937 Islam in itself is a precious pmilege. By accepting it we confer no favour on 
its preacher or on any community. If the acceptance is from the heart, it is a great 
favour done to those who accept, that the Light of Allah has entered their hearts 
and they have received guidance. 

18. "Verily Allah Knows(4938) the secrets of the heavens 
and the earth: and Allah Sees well all that ye do." 

4938 This does not mean that we should seek petty motives in newcomers into 
the House of Islam. That would indeed be harbouring suspicions or allowing 
curiosity to spy out motives, which would be a crime under 49:12. We should be 
true, sincere, and devoted ourselves, and leave the case of others to Allah, from 
Whose eyes nothing is hidden. 



-<S*Q> 



50. 



Qaf 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Qaf:(4939) By the Glorious(4940) Qur'an (Thou art 
Allah. s Messenger.. 

4939 This is an Abbre\iated Letter. For Abbreviated letters generally, see 
Appendix I. This particular Abbre\iated Letter Qat occurs only here as a smgle 
letter, and in combmation at the begimmig of S. 42, where I was unable to explain 
the full combination. Here the Qaf is taken by several Commentators to represent 
Qudiya al Anir, "the matter has been decreed," with reference to the eschatological 
trend of the Surah. Allah knows best 

4940 Majid (translated "Glorious") is one of the beautiful appellations of the 
Qur'an. Its glory is that of the rismg sun: the more it rises on your mental and 
spiritual horizon, the more you are lost in admiration of its glory. Its meanings are 
manifest and inexhaustible. The greater your experience, the more light is your 
spiritual eye able to bear. And in that glory is a beauty that none can tell who has 
not experienced it in his soul. It is itself the proof of the mission of the Prophet 

2. But they wonder that(4941) there has come to them a 
Warner from among themselves. So the Unbelievers 
say: "This is a wonderful thing! 

4941 In a sense their wonder is natural: do we wonder at the glorious sun? In 
another sense it is unnatural: what should we say of a man who fails to see in 
broad daylight? 

3. "What! When we die(4942) and become dust, (shall 
we live again?) That is a (sort of) return far (from our 
understanding)." 

4942 Cf. 37:16. 

4. We already know how much of them(4943) the earth 
takes away: With Us is a record guarding (the full 
account). 



4943 The earth only corrupts and takes away the body when they are dead; it has 
no power over the soul. The full account of the soul's domgs is in Allah's Record. 

5. But they deny the Truth when it comes to them: so 
they are in a confused state. (4944) 

4944 If they deny what has been made clear to them, their minds must necessarily 
get into confusion. All nature declares the glory and goodness of Allah. Revelation 
explams the inequalities of this life and how they will be redressed in the 
Hereafter. If they do not accept this, they are not in a logical position. They 
cannot reconcile the known with the unknown. 

6. Do they not look at the sky above them?- How We 
have made it(4945) and adorned it, and there are no 
flaws in it? 

4945 The greatest philosophers have found a difficulty in understanding the 
sceptical position when they contemplate the wonder and mystery of the skies with 
all the coundess beautiful stars and planets and lights in them, and laws of order, 
motion, and symmetry, that respond to the highest mathematical abstractions 
without a flaw. Can blind Chance give rise to such conditions? 

7. And the earth- We have spread it out, (4946) and set 
thereon mountains standing firm, and produced 
therein every kind of beautiful growth (in pairs)- 
(4947) 

4946 Cf 13:3; and 15:19 and n. 1955. The earth is round, and yet it appears 
stretched out as a vast expanse, like a carpet kept steady with the weight of the 
mountains. 

4947 Cf. 22:5, and n. 2777. Sex in plants may be hinted at see n. 1804 to 13:3. 

8. To be observed and commemorated by every 
devotee(4948) turning (to Allah.. 

4948 For all these things go into his very heart and soul. He loves to contemplate 
them, to remember them for himself as evidence of Allah's goodness and glory, 
and to mention and proclaim them, in the form of Psalms, Hymns or Dhikr. (R) 
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9. And We send down from the sky rain charted with 
blessing, and We produce therewith gardens and 
Grain for harvests; 

10. And tall (and stately)(4949) palm-trees, with shoots 
of fruit-stalks, piled one over another;- 

4949 A beautiful nature passage. How graphic and unforgettable to anyone who 
has seen a spring and summer in an Arabian oasis! 

11. As sustenance for ((Allah) 's) Servants;- and We give 
(new) life therewith to land that is dead: Thus will be 
the Resurrection. 

12. Before them was denied (the Hereafter) by the 
People(4950) of Noah, the Companions of the Rass, 

the Thamud, 

4950 Just die names of the peoples of Arabian tradition who were punished for 
their sins are mentioned; their stories will be found elsewhere. For the People of 
Noah, see 11:25 -48 and other passages. For the Companions of the Ross, see 
25:38 and n. 3094; for 'Adand Thamud, see 26:123-158, and other passages; for 
Pharaoh and his People, see 2:49-50 and other passages: for die Brethren ofLut, 
see 7:80-84, and other passages; for the Companions of die Wood, see 15:78-79, 
and n. 2000; and for the People ofTubba, see 44:37 and n. 4715. 

13. The 'Ad, Pharaoh, the brethren of Lut, 

14. The Companions of the Wood, and the People of 
Tubba'; each one (of them) rejected the messengers, 
and My warning was duly fulfilled (in them). 

15. Were We then weary with the first Creation, that 
they should be in confused doubt(4951) about a new 
Creation? 

4951 Cf. 46:33, and n. 4812. 

16. It was We Who created man, and We know what dark 
suggestions his soul(4952) makes to him: for We are 
nearer to him than (his) jugular vein. 

4952 Allah created man, and gave him his limited free will. Allah knows inmost 
desires and motives of man even better than man does himself. He is nearer to a 
man than the man's own jugular vein. The jugular vein is the big trunk vein, one 
on each side of the neck, which brings the blood back from the head to the heart 
The two jugular veins correspond to the two carotid arteries which carry the blood 
from heart to the head. As the blood-stream is the vehicle of life and 
consciousness, the phrase "nearer than the jugular vein" implies that Allah knows 
more truly the innermost state of our feelmg and consciousness than does our 
own ego. 

17. Behold, two (guardian angels)(4953) appointed to 
learn (his doings) learn (and noted them), one sitting 
on the right and one on the left. 

4953 Two angels are constandy by him to note his thoughts, words, and actions. 
One sits on the right side and notes his good deeds and the other on the left, to 
note his bad deeds; corresponding to the Companions of the Right and the 
Companions of the Left mentioned in 56:27 and 56:41. (R). 

18. Not a word does he(4954) utter but there is a 
sentinel by him, ready (to note it). 

4954 Then each "word" spoken is taken down by a "sentinel" (raqili). This has 
been construed to mean that the sentinel only records words, not thoughts which 
are not uttered. Thoughts may be forgiven if not uttered, and still more if they do 
not issue in action. At the stage at which we clothe a thought in words, we have 
already done an action. The Recorders mentioned in the last verse make a 
complete Record, in order to supply motives and springs of action, which will 
affect the degrees or status in the spiritual Hereafter. The three together, 
indhiduals or lands, make the honourable Recorders, Kiraman Katihin, (plural, 
not dual number) mentioned in 82: 1 1 . 



19. And the stupor of death(4955) will bring Truth 
(before his eyes): "This was the thing which thou 
wast trying to escape!" 

4955 What is stupor or unconsciousness to this probationary life will be the 
openmg of the eyes to the spiritual world: for Deadi is die Gateway between the 
two. Once through that Gateway man will realise how die things which he 
neglected or looked upon as remote are the ultimate Realities, and the things 
which seemed to loom large in his eyes in this world were shadows that have fled. 
The things we wanted to avoid are the things that have really come to pass. Both 
Good and Evil will realise the Truth now in its intensity. 

20. And the Trumpet(4956) shall be blown: that will be 
the Day whereof Warning (had been given). 

4956 The next stage will be the Judgement, heralded widi the blowing of the 
Trumpet. Every soul will then come forth. 

21. And there will come forth every soul: with each will 
be an (angel) to drive,(4957) and an (angel) to bear 
witness. 

4957 Several mterpretations are possible, leading to the same truth, that the 
Judgement will be set up; the Record will be produced; the good and bad deeds 
will speak for and against; and complete justice will be done, each act leading to its 
own due fruit (1) The (angel) to drive and the (angel) to bear witness may be the 
Recordmg Angels of the left and the right (verse 17); or (2) it may not be angels, 
but the evil deeds will drive like task-masters, and the good deeds will bear witness 
for the soul on trial; or (3) his misused limbs and faculties will drive him to his 
doom, while his well-used limbs and faculties will witness for him. 

22. (It will be said:) "Thou wast heedless of this; now 
have We removed thy veil, and sharp is thy 
sight(4958) this Day!" 

4958 The clearness of \ision will now be even greater: see n. 4955 above. 



23. And his Companion(4959) 
Record) ready with me!" 



will say: "Here is (his 



4959 Qaiui: Companion. If we take No. 1 of the constructions suggested in n. 
4957, the Companion will be one of the Recording Angels mentioned above, in 
verse 21, perhaps the one that drives; or perhaps the third one mentioned m verse 
18, for he has the Record ready with him. If we take any of the other constructions 
mentioned in n. 4957, it will be the evil deeds or the misused faculties. In any case 
it will be the factors on whose testimony his conviction will be based. 

24. (The sentence will be:) "Throw, throw(4960) into 
Hell every contumacious Rejecter (of Allah. !- 

4960 The original for "throw", here and in verse 26 below, is in the dual number, 
which some Commentators explain by saying that the dual form is used for 
emphasis, as if the verb ("throw, throw") were twice repeated. Examples of this are 
found in Arabic. But is it possible that the dual refers to the two angels mentioned 
in verses 17 and 21? In that case the Companions in verse 27 will be the third one 
mentioned in verses 18 and 23. In any case the third one will be the one on whose 
Record the sentence will be passed. 

25. "Who forbade what was good, transgressed all 
bounds, cast doubts and suspicions; 

26. "Who set up another god beside Allah. Throw him 
into a severe penalty." 

27. His Companion(4961) will say: "Our(4962) Lord! I 
did not make him transgress, (4963) but he was 
(himself) far astray." 

4961 See last note. But some people understand by "Companion" here an evil 
associate in the world, an e\il one who misled. 

4962 Our Lord. One man speaks: "I did not", etc. Yet he uses the plural pronoun 
in saying, "Our Lord". This is beautifully appropriate, as he is speakmg so as to 
include the person to be judged: as if he were to say, "Thou art my Lord, or the 
Lord of us angels or of all Creation, but Thou ait his Lord also, for Thou didst 
cherish him and warn him, and he owed duties to Thee." 



368 



The 



Noble 



Q u r ' a n 



4963 Neither the Recording Angels nor the misused limbs and faculties, nor 
anything else whatever was responsible for the Evil: it was the personal 
responsibility of the Doer himself, with his free will. 

28. He will say: "Dispute not(4964) with each other in 
My Presence: I had already in advance sent you(4965) 
Warning. 

4964 It is suggested that sinners whose Record is black, driven into a corner, 
accuse others of misleading them: the others may be Recorders, or their faculties 
or opportunities or surroundings or their associates in the world, or anything but 
themselves. Such recriminations are not allowed in die Court of Judgement. 

4965 Besides, personal responsibility had already been clearly preached to them 
in Allah's Message, and they had been warned of the consequences. 'You" is in the 
plural number 'all of you who are before the Judgement Seat had clear warning of 
the consequences of your conduct.' 

29. "The Word changes not before Me, and I do not the 
least injustice to My Servants. "(4966) 

4966 'Abdhas two plurals: (1) 'Abid, as here, means all Servants of Allah, i.e., all 
his creatures; (2) 'Ibadhas the further connotation of Servants of Allah, devoted to 
his service; / have translated it in many cases by the word "devotees". The 
Sentence before the Judgement Seat is pronounced with perfect justice: it does not 
change, and requires no change; the inevitable consequences of sin must follow; 
the time for Mercy is past 

30. One Day We will ask Hell, "Art thou filled to the 
full?"(4967) It will say, "Are there any more (to 
come)?" 

4967 As die capacity of Good is unlimited, so is the capacity of Evil-unlimited. 
Hell is personified and asked, "Art thou sated to the full?" It replies, "If there are 
more to come, let them come." It is not satisfied. 

31. And the Garden(4968) will be brought nigh to the 
Righteous,- no more a thing distant. 

4968 In this life, the ideals of the spirit, the accomplishments of the things in our 
hearts and our hopes, seem to be ever so far, seem even to recede as we think we 
come nearer. Not so in the Hereafter. The fruits of righteousness will no longer 
be in the distance. They will be realised. They will seem themselves to approach 
the Righteous. 

32. (A voice will say:) "This is what was promised for 
you,- for every one who turned(4969) (to Allah, in 
sincere repentance, who kept (His Law), 

4969 The description of the Righteous is given in four masterly clauses: (1) those 
who turned away from Evil in sincere repentance; (2) those whose new life was 
good and righteous; (3) those who in their innermost hearts and in their most 
secret doings were actuated by God-fearing love, the fear that is akin to love in 
remembering Allah under His title of "Most Gracious"; and (4) who gave up their 
whole heart and being to Him. 

33. "Who feared (Allah) Most Gracious unseen, (4970) 
and brought a heart turned in devotion (to Him): 

4970 <^ 36: 11 and n. 3952; and 35:18, and n. 3902. 

34. "Enter ye therein in Peace and Security;(4971) this is 
a Day of Eternal Life!" 

4971 The true meaning of Islam: peace, security, salutation, and accord with 
Allah's Plan in all Eternity. 

35. There will be for them therein all that they wish,- and 
more besides in Our Presence. (4972) 

4972 To get all that our purified wishes and desires comprehend may seem to 
sum up final Bliss; but there is something still wanting, which is supplied by the 
Presence of Allah, the Light of His Countenance. 

36. But how many generations before them did We 
destroy (for their sins),- stronger in power(4973) 
than they? Then did they wander through the land: 
was there any place of escape (for them)? 



4973 Wlule virtue and righteousness will accomplish their final goal, what will be 
the End of Sin? Let the past tell its story. Many powerful and arrogant generations 
were swept away, to stray in the paths of misery, without any way of escape from 
the consequences of their sin. This was already seen in the life of this world. In the 
world to come, it will be worse, as already stated in verses 24-26 above. 

37. Verily in this(4974) is a Message for any that has a 
heart and understanding or who gives ear and 
earnestly witnesses (the truth). 

4974 As Christ said (Matt. 11:15), "he that hath ears to hear, let him hear". These 
are matters of high moment. Many spiritual lessons can be learnt from these 
things by anyone who has the heart and understanding to apply to Allah's teaching 
and can give genuine thought to what he sees, as a witness does who has to swear 
to the facts on his oath. 

38. We created the heavens(4975) and the earth and all 
between them in Six Days,(4976) nor did any sense of 
weariness touch Us. (4977) 

4975 Allah's creation of the heavens and the earth in long stages or periods of 
time, as we count time, shows how things evolve in their own good time. We must 
therefore be patient if Good does not seem to come to its own according to our 
ideas. Our will should merge itself in Allah's Will, and we should praise Him, 
realising that He is All-Good and that all adjustments will be in the Hereafter. 

4976 Cf.7-.54, , n. 1031; and 41:12. n. 4477. 

4977 Cf 35:35. 

39. Bear, then, with patience, all that they say, and 
celebrate the praises of thy Lord, before(4978) the 
rising of the sun and before (its) setting. 

4978 Allah should be remembered at all times. But the best time for individual 
adoration is early in the morning before sunrise, late in the day before sunset, and 
a portion of the night, when there is stillness in the air, and man's spirit loves to 
commune with things spiritual. Those who would connect this with the five 
canonical prayers, instituted at a later stage in MadTnah, would take the Fajriox 
the prayer before sunrise, the Zuhrand the 'Asr for the afternoon prayers before 
sunset and the Maghrib and the Tsha' for the night prayers. 

40. And during part of the night, (also,) celebrate His 
praises, and (so likewise) after the postures(4979) of 
adoration. 

4979 The general meaning of after die postures of adoration would be the 
contemplation and remembrance of Allah after prayers. Those who would 
connect this passage with the five canonical prayers understand these further 
prayers "following the sujud or postures of adoration" to mean the extra or 
supernumerary prayers known as nail, also the use of the Rosary or the fingers in 
remembering the Names of Allah. 

41. And listen for the Day(4980) when the Caller will call 
out from a place quiet near,-(4981) 

4980 The Day of Resurrection, when the Call to the souls to arise and come to 
the Judgement Seat will be immediately answered, and they will arise and come 
forth. Cf. 36:49-53, and notes 3997 and 3999. 

4981 In the life of this world it seemed all so remote. In the new life at the 
Resurrection it will all be so near; for there will be neither time nor space as we 
know them here. 

42. The Day when they will hear a (mighty) Blast(4982) 
in (very) truth: that will be the Day of Resurrection. 

4982 The word al Say hah (mighty Blast) is used for the Resurrection (as here) or 
for the sudden punishment of the guilty on this earth, as in 11:67, where see 
further references. 

43. Verily it is We Who give Life and Death; and to Us is 
the Final Goal- 

44. The Day when the Earth will be(4983) rent asunder, 
from (men) hurrying out: that will be a gathering 
together,- quite easy for Us. (4984) 
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4983 Men will hurry out from all corners of the earth to answer the call, and the 
earth itself will be rent asunder. In 25:25 the imagery used was the heaven being 
rent asunder, and angels coming out in ranks: seen. 3082 Cf. also 84:1-4. 

4984 It may seem to our material imaginations a difficult task to collect together 
the souls of all sorts of men, who died in all sorts of conditions at different times, 
but it will be a different land of world and creation altogether, and to Allah all 
things are not only possible but easy. 



45. We know best what they(4985) say; and thou art not 
one to overawe them by force. So admonish with the 
Qur 'an such as fear My Warning! 

4985 People may throw all sorts of doubts about the Judgement and the 
Hereafter. The Prophet's task is not to force them to accept anything. His task is 
to deliver the Message of the Quran, and admonish those who are spiritually fit 
and ready to receive admonition and to prepare themselves for the new and 
higher life destined for man. 



-<&*Q> 



*-•- 



51 . Al Dhariyat (The Winds That Scatter) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. By the (Winds)(4986) that scatter broadcast;(4987) 

4986 Four agencies are mentioned in verses 1 to 4 as e\idences or types or 
symbols of the certainty and unity of a Truth described in verses 5-6. What these 
agencies are is described by certain adjectival participles, the noun understood 
being usually taken to be "Winds": the word for Wind (Rih) being feminine in 
Arabic. Some Commentators however understand other nouns as being implied, 
e.g., angels in all four verses, or different things in each of the four verses. 
Whatever the agencies are, their different modes of working are evidence of the 
power and goodness of Allah, the Unity of His Plan, and the certainty of Good 
and Evil reaching then" own destined ends, when Judgement and Justice will have 
given each one his due. (R). 

4987 Winds may blow strong, and scatter particles of dust far and wide; but they 
do not diminish by one jot the substance of Allah's material creation; on the 
contrary they help to readjust things. They reshape the configuration of the earth; 
in the vegetable kingdom they carry seeds about and plant new seeds in old soils; 
in the region of air they produce mighty changes in temperature and pressure that 
affect animal and vegetable life; they cany the moisture of equatorial Africa to the 
parched plains of India; and so on. Yet they are just one little agency showing 
Allah's working in the material world. So in the spiritual world. Revelation works 
mighty changes; it may be resisted, but the resistance will be swept away; it ever 
points to the one Great Final Event, "to which the whole Creation moves". 

2. And those that (4988) lift and bear away heavy 
weights; 

4988 The things that lift and bear away heavy weights may be the Winds that carry 
the heavy ram clouds or that sweep off every resistance from their path, or it may 
be the heavy moisture-laden clouds themselves. So works Revelation: it lifts and 
sweeps away the burdens of custom, superstition, or man's inertia, and ever leads 
onwards to the destined End. 

3. And those that(4989) flow with ease and gentleness; 

4989 These may be Winds that fill the sails of ships with gentle and favourable 
breezes, that carry men and merchandise to their destinations. Or they may be the 
ships themselves, whose smooth motion through the waters is described in many 
places by the verb jam, "to flow", e.g., Cf. 2:164. 

4. And those that(4990) distribute and apportion by 

Command;- 

4990 These may be Winds {or other agencies) that distribute and apportion 
moisture or rain or atmospheric pressure to other blessings of Allah— not 
haphazard but by fixed laws, i.e., according to the Command of their Lord. So 
with Revelation. Its blessings are distributed all around, and it produces its 
marvelous effects sometimes in the mostunlikely places and ways. 



5. Verily that which ye(4991) are promised is true; 

4991 That which ye are promised: the Promise of Allah about Mercy and 
Forgiveness to the Penitent, and Justice and Penalty to the Rebellious; the promise 
of the Hereafter; the promise that all does not end here, but that there is a truer 
and more lasting world to come, for which this is but a preparation. 

6. And verily Judgment(4992) and Justice must indeed 
come to pass. 

4992 .Din=the giving to each person his precise and just due; this is implied in 

Judgement and Justice. All the inequalities of this life are to be redressed. 

7. By the Sky with (its) numerous Paths,(4993) 

4993 The study of the numerous regular orbits of the planets and irregularly 
regular orbits of comets, and the various motions, visible or invisible, of the fixed 
stars or revohing stars, form in themselves a network of knowledge or science, of a 
highly technical nature; the highest astronomy or mathematics can only barely 
reach its fringe. But these have all a fixed Plan and Purpose under Allah's 
Dispensation. In them variety leads to Unity. In contrast look at the confused 
medley of doctrines, \iews, and dicta put forward by the Sceptics, as described in 
the next verse. 

8. Truly ye are in a doctrine discordant,(4994) 

4994 Qawl = saying, word, theory, doctrine. Maklitafif* differing, various, 
inconsistent with itself, discordant. No theory or doctrine based on a denial of a 
Hereafter can be consistent with spiritual facts as we know them, or with Allah's 
Goodness, Justice, and Mercy. 

9. Through which are deluded (away from the Truth) 
such as would be deluded. (4995) 

4995 Some Commentators draw from this a rigid doctrine of Cahinisuc 
Predestination or Determinism, which I do not think is fairly deducible from the 
words. "Yufak" should I think be translated "will be or would be deluded", 
meaning "have the wish or desire to be", and not "must necessarily be deluded by 
eternal predestination". The word occurs in many places in the Qur'an: e.g., Cf. 
5:75, or 9:30. 

10. Woe to the falsehood-mongers, - 

11. Those who (flounder) heedless(4996) in a flood of 
confusion: 

4996 They are in great spiritual danger: yet they care not. 

12. They ask, "When will be the Day of Judgment and 
Justice?" 

13. (It will be) a Day when they will be tried (and tested) 
over the Fire! 
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14. "Taste ye your trial! This is what ye used to ask to be 
hastened! "(4997) 

4997 They used to say scoffingly, "if there is to be punishment for our sins, let it 
come at once!" When it comes, they will know what a terrible thing it is! Cf. 
26:204n.3230. 

15. As to the Righteous, they will be in the midst of 
Gardens and Springs,(4998) 

4998 Gardens and Springs are the two most frequent symbols for the highest 
satisfaction and bliss. 

16. Taking joy in the things which their Lord gives them, 
because, before then, they lived a good life. 

17. They were in the habit(4999) of sleeping but little by 
night, 

4999 They were engaged most of the night in worship and in the planning of good 
deeds. They preferred activity to idleness, the service of Allah and His creatures to 
the indulgence of Self. 

18. And in the hour of early dawn, they (were found) 
praying for Forgiveness;(5000) 

5000 They were up early before dawn, ready for their devotions. The praying for 
Forgiveness and Mercy does not necessarily imply that they had committed fresh 
sins. Indeed they begun die day with such devotions, showing their great humility 
before Allah and their anxious care for others, for whom they prayed as much as 
for themselves. See the last sentence of n. 21 to 1:5. 

19. And in their wealth and possessions (was 
remembered) the right of the (needy,) him who asked, 
and him who (for some reason) was(5001) Prevented 
(from asking). 

5001 True charity remembers not only those in need who ask, but also those who 
are prevented by some reason from asking. The man of true charity seeks out the 
latter. There may be various reasons which prevent a man from asking for help: 
(1) he may be ashamed to ask, or his sense of honour may prevent him from 
asking; (2) he may be so engrossed in some great ideal that he may not think of 
asking; (3) he may even not know that he is in need, especially when we think of 
wealth and possessions in a spiritual sense, as including spiritual gifts and talents; 
(4) he may not know that you possess the things that can supply his needs; and (5) 
he may be a dumb and helpless creature, whether a human being or a dumb 
animal, or any creature within your ken or power. Chanty in the higher sense 
includes all help, from one better endowed to one less well endowed. Cfn. 179 to 
2:177; also 2:273-274, and notes 322 and 323. 

20. On the earth are signs for those of assured Faith, 

21. As also in your own(5002) selves: Will ye not then 
see? 

5002 The Signs and E\idence of Allah are in all nature and within the body and 
soul of man, if man has but the spiritual eyes to see. Cf 41:53. 

22. And in heaven is(5003) your Sustenance, as (also) 
that which ye are promised. 

5003 "Sustenance", here as elsewhere, includes physical sustenance, as well as 
spiritual sustenance. Similarly heaven or sky has both the physical and the spiritual 
meaning. The physical sustenance grows from rain from the sky; the spiritual 
sustenance comes from dhuie aid, grace, and mercy, and mcludes the Good News 
and the Warning which come from Revelation about the Hereafter. (Cf. n. 4554). 

23. Then, by the Lord(5004) of heaven and earth, this is 
the very Truth, as much as the fact that ye can speak 
intelligently to each other. 

5004 Attention ha\ing been called to the Signs or E\idences of Allah's working on 
the earth, withiii ourselves, and in the heavens, in verses 20-22, an appeal is made 
to our own inner conscience, in the name of the Lord of heaven and earth, to 
acknowledge and act up to the truth of Revelation, and turn to the spiritual 
Realities. For they are as real as our own conscious and self -intelligent existence, 
on which is based all our knowledge. As a philosopher (Descartes) has said: "I 
think; therefore I am." 



24. Has the story(5005) reached thee, of the honoured 
guests of Abraham? 

5005 Cf. 11:69-73 and notes, where further details of the story will be found. Cf. 
also 15:51 -56. 

25. Behold, they entered(5006) his presence, and said: 
"Peace!" He said, "Peace!" (and thought, "These 
seem) unusual people. "(5007) 

5006 They were angels, who appeared suddenly before him at his tent door in the 
guise of men, and saluted him with the salutation of peace. He returned the 
salutation, but felt, from then" appearance and their manner, that they were 
unusual, not ordinary, strangers. 

5007 Muiikar, unknown, uncommon, unusual, not customary, {hence by derived 
meaning, not applicable here, not fair or just): opposite in both primary and 
secondary meanings to ma'nit, well-known, usual, customary, just. Cf. 15:62. 



to his household, 



26. Then he turned quickly (5008) 
brought out a fatted calf, 

5008 They seemed unusual strangers, but he said nothing and quietly proceeded 
to perform the rites of hospitality. He brought a roast fatted calf and placed it 
before them to eat But the strangers did not eat (11:70). This disconcerted him. 
According to the laws of hospitality, a stranger under your roof is under your 
protection, but if he refuses to eat, he refuses your hospitality and keeps himself 
free from any ties of guest and host. "What were their designs?" thought Abraham, 
and he felt some distrust. But they were angels and could not eat. They declared 
themselves, and announced the birth to Abraham of a son endowed with 
wisdom— in other words that Abraham was to be the head of a long line of 
Prophets! ( 15:53). 

27. And placed it before them., he said, "Will ye not eat?" 

28. (When they did not eat). He conceived a fear of them. 
They said, "Fear not," and they gave him glad tidings 
of a son endowed with knowledge. 

29. But his wife came forward(5009) (laughing) aloud: 
she smote her forehead and said: "A barren old 
woman!" 

5009 Abraham's wife Sarah was old and barren. This news seemed to her too 
good to be true. She came forward, laughed aloud (11:71), struck her forehead 
with her hands, indicative of her amusement and incredulity as "a barren old 

woman": 11:72. 

30. They said, "Even so(5010) has thy Lord spoken: and 
He is full of Wisdom and Knowledge." 

5010 The angels said: "What may sound improbable to human bemgs will yet 
come to pass if Allah commands. And Allah thy Lord has spoken. So shall it be. 
For all His promises are full of wisdom and knowledge." But the application is for 
all time and to all human affairs. Never despair. However much Truth may be in 
the shade, it will shine with full splendour. And the Judgement will come, when 
good will come to its own! [Eds.]. 



31. (Abraham) said: 
errand (now)?" 



"And what, O ye Messengers, is your 



32. They said, 
sin;- 



'We have been sent to a people (deep) in 



33. "To bring on, on them, (a shower of) stones of clay 

(brimstone), (5011) 

5011 Cf. 11:82, and n. 1052 to 7:84. The angels' errand of mercy to Abraham (to 
announce the succession of godly men in his line) was coupled with their errand 
of justice and punishment to the people of Lut, the people of Sodom and 
Gomorrah, who were deep in the most abominable and unnatural sms. So Allah's 
Mercy and Justice go hand in hand in all human affairs. Faith has nothing to fear, 
and wickedness has only to turn and repent, to obtain Allah's Mercy. 

34. "Marked as from thy Lord(5012) for those who 
trespass beyond bounds." 
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5012 Cf. 11:83, and n. 1580. Every crime has its due punishment as marked out 
in the decrees of Allah. 

35. Then We evacuated (50 13) those of the Believers who 
were there, 

5013 The only just or righteous persons found m Sodom and Gomorrah (Cities of 
the Plain by tire Dead Sea ) were in the house of Lut, who was the Prophet sent to 
call them to repentance. He and his belie\mg family and adherents were told to 
leave in due time, and the wicked were destroyed in a shower of brimstone. 

36. But We found not there any just (Muslim) persons 
except in one house:(5014) 

5014 That was the house of Lut; and even there, his wife had no faith: she 
disobeyed the Command and perished: 11:81, n. 1577. 

37. And We left there a Sign for such as fear the Grievous 
Penalty. (5015) 

5015 The Grievous Penalty': that is, the Final Judgement. The destruction of 
Sodom and Gomorrah in this life is taken as the type of the Final Judgement. The 
vestiges can be seen— as a Sign and a Warmiig— in the sulphury plain round the 
Dead Sea : Cf 15:79. 

38. And in Moses(5016) (was another Sign): Behold, We 
sent him to Pharaoh, with authority manifest. 

5016 Cf 44:17-31. The story of Moses and Pharaoh is here just referred to. The 
points emphasised here are: (1) that Moses had manifest authority, yet Pharaoh 
doubted; (2) that Pharaoh's reliance was on his Chiefs and his forces, but they 
could not help when his doom came; and (3) that in the most extraordinary and 
incredible ways (judged by ordinary human standards), his arrogance and his 
reliance on his Chiefs and forces were his undoing. 

39. But (Pharaoh) turned back with his Chiefs, and said, 
"A sorcerer, or one possessed!" 

40. So We took him and his forces, and threw them into 
the sea; and his was the blame. (5017) 

5017 The ungodly Egyptians were all destroyed, but the chief blame lay on 
Pharaoh for misleading them. Pharaoh's punishment was just. He could not blame 
anyone else. And certamly no one can blame the course of Allah's Justice, for 
Allah was loiig-suffeniig, and gave him many chances to repent. 

41. And in the 'Ad (people)(5018) (was another Sign): 
Behold, We sent against them the devastating Wind: 

5018 Cf 46:21 -26. The point here is that the Ad were a gifted people: Allah had 
given them talents and material wealth: but when they defied Allah, they and all 
then" belongings were destroyed in a night, by a hurricane which they thought was 
bringing them the ram to which they were looking forward. How marvelously 
Allah's Providence works, to help the good and destroy the wicked! 

42. It left nothing whatever that it came up against, but 
reduced it to ruin and rottenness. 

43. And in the Thamud(5019) (was another Sign): 
Behold, they were told, "Enjoy (your brief day)(5020) 
for a little while!" 

5019 See the story of the Thamud and their prophet Salih in 7:73-79. Here the 
point is the suddenness of their punishment and its unexpected nature. 

5020 Salih, dieir prophet, gave them three days' clear warning for repentance 
(11:65). But they heeded him not. On the contrary they flouted him and 
continued in their evil courses. 

44. But they insolently defied(5021) the Command of 
their Lord: So the stunning noise(5022) (of an 
earthquake) seized them, even while they were 
looking on. 

5021 They had already defied the order to preserve the She-camel, which was 
symbolical of the grazing lights of the common people: see 1 1:64-65 and n. 1560. 
They continued to flout the warnings of the prophet until die earthquake came on 
them with a stummig noise and buried them where they were: 7:78; and 1 1:67. 



5022 Saiqah: a stunning sound like that of thunder and lightning ( 2:55 ); such a 
sound often accompanies an earthquake, (see 41:17, n. 4485, and 7:78 and n. 
1047). 

45. Then they could not even stand (on their 
feet), (5023) nor could they help themselves. 

5023 They were swept off in the earthquake. 

46. So were the People(5024) of Noah before them for 
they wickedly transgressed. 

5024 The generation of Noah was swept away in the Flood for their sins: 7:59 -64. 
The pomt is that such a flood seemed so unlikely to them that they thought Noah 
was "wandering in his mind" when he delivered Allah's Message: 7:60. 

47. With power and skill(5025) did We construct the 
Firmament: for it is We Who create the vastness of 
pace. 

5025 If you do not wish to go back to the wonderful things of the past, which show 
the power and goodness of Allah, and His justice supreme over all wrongdoing, 
look at the wonderful things unfolding themselves before your very eyes! (1) The 
space in the heavens above! Who can comprehend it but He Who made it and 
sustains it? (2) The globe of the earth under your feed How great its expanse 
seems over sea and land, and spread out for you like a wonderful carpet or bed of 
rest! (3) All things are in twos: sex in plants and animals, by which one individual 
is complementary to another; in the subtie forces of nature, Day and Night, 
positive and negative electricity, forces of attraction and repulsion: and numerous 
other opposites, each fulfilling its purpose, and contributing to the working of 
Allah's Universe: and in the moral and spiritual world, Love and Aversion, Mercy 
and Justice, Strhing and Rest, and so on— all fulfilling their functions according to 
the Artistry and wonderful Purpose of Allah. Everything has its counterpart, or 
pair, or complement. Allah alone is One, with none like Him, or needed to 
complement Him. These are noble things to contemplate. And they lead us to a 
true understanding of Allah's Purpose and Message. 

48. And We have spread out the (spacious) earth: How 
excellently We do spread out! 

49. And of every thing We have created pairs:(5026) 
That ye may receive instruction. 

5026 See (3) in the last note. Cf. 36:36, n. 3981. 

50. Hasten ye then (at once)(5027) to Allah. I am from 
Him a Warner to you, clear and open! 

5027 If you understand Nature arid yourselves aright, you will know that Allah is 
all-in-all, and you will fly at once to Him. This is the teaching which the Prophet of 
Allah has come to give you, in clear terms and openly to all. 

51. And make not another(5028) an object of worship 
with Allah. I am from Him a Warner to you, clear and 
open! 

5028 Verses 50 and 51, ending with the same clause to emphasise the connection 
between the two, should be read together. The Prophet's mission was (and is): (1) 
to show us the urgent need for repentance; and (2) to wean us from the precipice 
of false worship. The one convinces us of sin and opens the door to the Mercy of 
Allah; the other cures us of the madness of paying court to idle or worthless 
objects of desire: for in the worship of Allah, the One True God, is included the 
best service to ourselves and our fellow-creatures. If fully understood, this sums up 
the whole duty of man: for it leads us by the right Path to die love of Allah and the 
love of man and of all creatures. 

52. Similarly, no messenger came to the Peoples before 
them, but they said (of him) in like manner, "A 
sorcerer, or one possessed"!(5029) 

5029 They said this of Moses: 51:39. And they said this of the Prophet: 38:4; 
44:14. 

53. Is this the legacy(5030) they have transmitted, one 
to another? Nay, they are themselves a people 
transgressing beyond bounds! 

5030 There is a tradition of Evil as there is a tradition of Good. The ways of Evil 
in dealing with the teachers of Truth are similar in all ages. But such evil traditions 
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would have no effect, were it not that the generation following them is itself 
ungodly, "transgressing beyond bounds." 

54. So turn away(5031) from them: not thine is the 
blame. 

5031 When the Prophet freely proclaims his Message, it is not his fault if 
obstinate wickedness refuses to listen. He can leave them alone, but he should 
continue to teach for the benefit of those who have Faith. 

55. But teach (thy Message) for teaching benefits the 
Believers. 

56. I have only created(5032) Jinns and men, that they 
may serve Me. 

5032 Creation is not for idle sport or play: 21:16 . Allah has a serious Purpose 
behind it, which, in our imperfect state, we can only express by saying that each 
creature is given the chance of development and progress towards the Goal, which 
is Allah. Allah is the source and centre of all power and all goodness, and our 
progress depends upon our putting ourselves into accord with His Will. This is 
His service. It is not of any benefit to Him: (see the next two verses)— it is for our 
own benefit. 

57. No Sustenance do I require(5033) of them, nor do I 
require that they should feed Me. 



5033 Sustenance, in both the literal and the figurative sense: so also "Feed Me" at 
the end of the verse. Allah is independent of all needs. It is therefore absurd to 
suppose that He should require a/Tj'Sustenance, and still more absurd to suppose 
that we can feed Him! The gifts, the Sustenance, the goodness, all come from His 

side. 

58. For Allah is He Who gives (all) Sustenance,- Lord of 
Power,-(5034) Steadfast (for ever). 

5034 Allah commands all power; therefore any power we seek must be from 
Him. And His power is steadfast, the same today as yesterday, and forever. 
Therefore His help is always sure. 

59. For the Wrong-doers, their portion is like unto the 
portion of their(5035) fellows (of earlier generations): 
then let them not ask Me to hasten (that portion)! 

5035 Each generation, that acts like any of its predecessors, must meet a similar 
fate. If the wicked came to an e\il end in the past, die same results will follow in 
the present and the future. The punishment will come suddenly enough: let them 
not in mockery ask that it should be hastened. 

60. Woe, then, to the Unbelievers, on account of that 
Day(5036) of theirs which they have been promised! 

5036 That is, their eternal Punishment in the Hereafter, as well as any punishment 
that may come to them in this life. 



-<&*Q> 



*-•- 



52. 



Al Tur (The Mount) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. By the Mount (of Revelation);(5037) 

5037 The adjuration is by five things which we shall presendy explain. An appeal 
is made to these Five Signs in verses 1 to 6, and the certainty of future events is 
asserted in the most emphatic terms in verses 7 to 28, in three parts, viz., die 
coming of judgement and the passmg away of this phenomenal world {verses 7- 
10); the future ill consequences of ill-deeds done (verses 11-16); and future 
attainment of bliss and complete realisation of Allah's love and mercy {verses 17- 
28). 

2. By a Decree inscribed(5038) 

5038 See last note. The five Signs to which appeal is made are: (1) the Mount (of 
Revelation), (verse 1; (2) the Decree Inscribed, verses 2-3; (3) The Much- 
frequented Fane, verse 4; (4) the Canopy Raised High, verse 5; and (5) the Ocean 
filled with Swell, verse 6. 

Let us examine these in detail. Each of them has a figurative and a mystic 
meaning. (1) The Mount is the sublime world of Revelation. In the case of Moses 
it is typified by Mount Smai: Cf. 95:2, where it is mentioned in juxtaposition to the 
sacred territory of Makkah , 95:3. In the case of Jesus it is the Mount of Olives : 
Cf. 95:1, and also Matt. 24:3-51, where Jesus made his striking pronouncement 
about the Judgement to come. In the case of Muhammad, it is the Mountain of 
Light , where the divme inspiration made him one with the spiritual world: Cf. C. 
31, and n. 11 (2). The Decree Inscribed is Allah's Eternal Decree. When it 
becomes Revelation to man, it is further described as "inscribed", reduced to 
writing; and as it is made clear to the intelligence of man, it is further described as 
"in a scroll unfolded", that is, spread out so that everyone who has the will can seek 
its guidance. 

3. In a Scroll unfolded; 



4. By the much-frequented Fane;(5039) 



5039 See the last two notes. (3) "The much -frequented Fane" (or House) is usually 
understood to mean the Ka*bah, but in view of the parallelism noted in the last 
note, it may be taken generally to mean any Temple or House of Worship 
dedicated to the true God. It would then mclude the Tabernacle of the Israelites 
in the wilderness, the Temple of Solomon , the Temple in which Jesus 
worshipped, and the Ka'bah which the Prophet purified and rededicated to true 
worship. These would be only illustrations. Other concrete places of worship 
would be included, and in a more abstract meaning, the heart of man, which 
craves, with buriiiiig desire, to find and worship Allah. The Fane is "much- 
frequented" as there is a universal desire in the heart of man to worship Allah, and 
his sacred Temples draw large crowds of devotees. 

5. By the Canopy Raised High;(5040) 

5040 (4) "The Canopy Raised High" is the canopy of heaven, to whose height or 
sublimity no limit can be assigned by the ramd of man. It is Nature's Temple , in 
which all Creation worships Allah-the Symbol in which the material and the \isible 
merges into the spiritual and the intuitional. 

6. And by the Ocean(5041) filled with Swell;-(5042) 

5041 (5) The Ocean— the vast, limitless, all encircling Ocean— is the material 
symbol of the universal, unlimited, comprehensive nature of the imisible spiritual 
world. It is expressed to be niasjur, full of a mighty swell, boiling over, poured 
forth all over the earth, as if overwhelming all landmarks; Cf. 81:6-a fitting 
description of the final disappearance of our temporal world in the supreme 
establishment of the Reality behind it 

5042 This completes the five Signs or Symbols by which man may know for 
certain of the Judgement to come. Note that they are in a descending order— the 
highest, or most remote from man's consciousness, being mentioned first, and that 
nearest to man's consciousness being mentioned last. The truth of Revelation; its 
embodiment in a Prophet's Message given in human language; the universal 
appeal of drmie worship; the starry world above; and the encnxling Ocean, full of 
life and motion below— all are evidences that the Day of Allah will finally come, 
and nothing can avert it. (R). 
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7. Verily, the Doom of thy Lord will indeed come to 
pass;- 

8. There is none can avert it;- 

9. On the Day when(5043) the firmament will be in 
dreadful commotion. 

5043 The Day of J udgement is typified by two figures. (1) "The firmament will be 
in dreadful commotion." The heavens as we see them suggest to us peace and 
tranquillity, and the power of fixed laws which all the heavenly bodies obey. This 
will all be shaken in the rise of the new spiritual world. Cf. Matt. 26:29: 
"Immediately after the tribulation of those days . . . the powers of the heavens shall 
be shaken." For (2) see next note. 

10. And the mountains will fly hither and thither. (5044) 

5044 (2) The mountains are a type of firmness and stability. But tilings that we 
think of as firm and stable in this material life will be shaken to pieces, and will be 
no more substantial than a mirage in a desert Cf. 78:20. 

11. Then woe that Day to those that treat (Truth) as 
Falsehood;-(5045) 

5045 That Day will be a Day of Woe to the wrongdoers described in two aspects, 
the rebels against Allah and Allah's Truth, just as it will be a Day of Joy and 
Thaiiksgivmg to the Righteous, who are described in three aspects in verses 17 to 
28. The rebels are here described as bemg those who openly defied Truth and 
plunged into wrongdomg, or who trifled with truth, who jested with serious matter, 
who had not the courage to plunge openly into wrongdoing but who secredy took 
profit out of it, who wasted their life in doubts and petty quibbles. It is difficult to 
say which attitude did more harm to themselves and to others. Both are aspects of 
deep-seated sin and rebellion. But the mercy of Allah was open to all if they had 
repented and amended their lives. 

12. That play (and paddle) in shallow trifles. 

13. That Day shall they be thrust down to the Fire of Hell, 
irresistibly. 



'Is the Fire,- which ye 



14. "This:, it will be said, (5046) 
were wont to deny! 

5046 In face of the Realities, it will be borne in on them how wrong it was for 
them in this life to deny or forget that every wicked thought or deed had its own 
retributive chain of consequences. 

15. "Is this then a fake,(5047) or is it ye that do not see? 

5047 Perhaps they had said that the Hereafter was a fake, mere old wives' tales! If 
they had given serious thought to the Signs of Allah, they would have been saved 
from that serious spiritual blindness: then they will see that the fault was their own, 
and that the warnings of the messengers of Truth were nothing but pure Truth, 

16. "Burn ye therein: the same is it to you whether ye 
bear it with patience, or not:(5048) Ye but receive the 
recompense of your (own) deeds." 

5048 At diat stage they will have no justification for anger or impatience; for their 
whole position will have been due to their own conduct and their rejection of 
Allah's Grace. Nor will there be time for patience or repentance, for their period 
of probation will then have been over. 

17. As to the Righteous, (5049) they will be in Gardens, 
and in Happiness, - 

5049 The Righteous will be in Bliss far beyond their merits: their sins and faults 
will be forgiven by the grace of Allah, which will save them from the penalties 
which they may have incurred from human frailty. It will be their own effort or 
striving which will win them Allah's grace: see verse 19 below. But the fruits will be 
greater than they could strictly have earned. 

18. Enjoying the (Bliss) which their Lord hath bestowed 
on them, and their Lord shall deliver them from the 
Penalty of the Fire. 



19. (To them will be said:)(5050) "Eat and drink ye, with 
profit and health, (5051) because of your (good) 
deeds." 

5050 The bliss of the Righteous is described in three aspects: (1) then" individual 
bliss, verses 17-20; (2) their social bliss, verses 21-24; and (3) their satisfaction in 
the dissipation of past shadows, and their full understanding of the goodness of 
Allah, verses 25-28. 

5051 Individual satisfaction is expressed in three types or figures of speech. (1) 
eating and drinking. (2) thrones of dignity, and (3) the joy of individual 
companionship. But the eating and drinking will not be like the physical acts, 
which are subject to drawbacks, such as excess, aftereffects and satiety: here there 
will be pure health, profit, and enjoyment. So about the other two: see the notes 
following. Cf with diis die symbolical description of heaven in 37:40-49: while the 
general account is the same, special phases are brought out in two passages to 
correspond with the context. 

20. They will recline (with ease) on Thrones (of dignity) 
arranged in ranks;(5052) and We shall join them to 
Companions, with beautiful big and lustrous 
eyes. (5053) 

5052 Every one will have a Throne of dignity, but it does not follow that the 
dignity will be die same. Every one's Personality will be purified but it will not be 
merged into one general sameness. 

5053 Cf. 44:54, and notes 4728 and 4729, where the meaning of Hur is fully 
explained. This is the special sharing of individual Bliss one with another. The 
next verse refers to the general social satisfaction shared with all whom we lived in 
this earthly life. 

21. And those who believe and whose families(5054) 
follow them in Faith,- to them shall We join their 
families: Nor shall We deprive them (of the fruit) of 
aught of their works: (Yet) is each individual in pledge 
for his deeds. (5055) 

5054 Dhuniyali: literally, progeny, offspring, family: applied by extension to mean 
all near and dear ones whether related or not. Love is unselfish, and works not 
merely, or chiefly, for Self, but for others; provided the others have Faith and 
respond according to then" capacities or degrees, they will be joined on to the 
Head of the Group, even though on individual merits their rank might be less. 
This applies specially to a Prophet and his Ummah (or following). 

5055 As already explained in the last note, though the love poured out by 
Prophets, ancestors, decendants, friends, or good men and women, will secure for 
their loved ones the enjoyment of their society, it is an indispensable condition 
that the loved ones should also, according to their lights, have shown their faith 
and their goodness in deeds. Each individual is responsible for his conduct. In the 
kingdom of heaven there is no boasting of ancestors or friends. But it is part of the 
satisfaction of the good ones who poured out their love that those who were in any 
way worthy to receive their love should also be admitted to their society, and this 
satisfaction shall in no wise be diminished to them. 



of fruit and 



22. And We shall bestow on them, 
meat, (5056) anything they shall desire. 

5056 Note that this verse is embedded in the midst of die description of social 
bliss; the individual bliss figured by meat and drink has already been mentioned in 
verse 19 above. The social pleasure will be of any kind or quantity they shall 
desire, but their desires will then be purified, just as their pleasures will be on a 
different plane. (R). 

23. They shall there exchange, one with another, a 
(loving) cup free of frivolity,(5057) free of all taint of 
ill. 

5057 Drinking or loving cups, in our life on this earth, are apt to be misused in 
two ways: (1) they may be occasions for mere frivolity or die wasting of time; (2) 
they may lead to evil thoughts, evil suggestions, e\il talk, or e\il deeds. (R). 

24. Round about them will serve, (devoted) to them. 
Youths (handsome) as Pearls(5058) well-guarded. 

5058 Maknun: well-guarded, kept close, concealed from exposure: die beautiful 
nacreous lustre of Pearls is disfigured by exposure to gases, vapours, or acids; 
when not actually in use they are best kept in closed caskets, guarded from 
deteriorating agencies. (R). 
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25. They will advance(5059) to each other, engaging in 
mutual enquiry. 

5059 The third-aiid the highest-stage of Bliss, after individual Bliss and social 
Bliss, is the satisfaction of looking to the Past without its shadows and realising to 
the full in the Present the goodness of Allah. See n. 5050. This, again, is shared in 
mutual converse and confidence. 

26. They will say: "Aforetime, we were not without fear 
for the sake of our people. (5060) 

5060 A man may be good, and may with limits have found goodness in his own 
spiritual life, but may have anxieties about his family or friends whom he loves. All 
such shadows are removed in heaven by the Grace of Allah, and he is free to 
dwell in it in this confidential converse with other men similarly circumstanced. 

27. "But Allah has been good to us, and has delivered us 
from the Penalty of the Scorching Wind. (5061) 

5061 "Us" includes the good man or woman and all whom he or she cared for. 
This would be an ever-expanding circle, until it includes all mankind through 
Teachers like the Chosen One. The "Scorching Wind" is the type of haste, 
arrogance, and fire, such as entered into the composition of Jinns: 15:27 . The 
destiny of man is to attain to calm, peace, security, the Garden of Bliss . 

28. "Truly, we did call unto Him from of old: truly it is He, 
the Beneficent, the MercifuM"(5062) 

5062 'Before this, we called upon Him, in faith that He is good: now we know in 
our inmost souls that He is indeed good-the Beneficent, the Merciful.' This is the 
climax of the description of Heaven. 

29. Therefore proclaim thou(5063) the praises (of thy 
Lord): for by the Grace of thy Lord, thou art no 
(vulgar) soothsayer, nor art thou one possessed. 

5063 The greatest of the Prophets was called a soothsayer, i.e., one who tells 
fortunes by divination, or a madman possessed of some evil spirit, or a poet 
singing spiteful satires. Much more may lesser men be called by such names 
because they proclaim the Truth. They should go on in spite of it all. (R) . 

30. Or do they say:- "A Poet! we await for him some 
calamity(5064) (hatched) by Time!" 

5064 If a spiteful poet foretells evil calamities for men, men can afford to laugh at 
him, hoping that Time will bring about its revenge, and spite will come to an evil 
end. For the various meanings of Rnyb, see n. 1884 to 14:9. Some Commentators 
suggest Death as the Calamity hatched by Time. 



"Await ye!- I too will wait(5065) along 



31. Say thou: 
with you!" 

5065 Cf. 9 :S2 . If the wicked wait or look for some calamity' to befall die preacher 
of Truth, the preacher of Truth can with far more justice await the decision of the 
issue between htm and his persecutors. For he stands for right, and Allah will 
support the right. 

32. Is it that their faculties of understanding urge 
them(5066) to this, or are they but a people 
transgressing(5067) beyond bounds? 

5066 It may be that the persecutors of Truth are ignorant, and their deficient 
faculties of understanding mislead them, but it is more often the case that they are 
perverse rebels against the law of Allah, defending their own selfish interests, and 
preventing those whom they oppress, from getting justice. 



5067 Qf. 51:53. 

33. Or do they say, "He fabricated the (Message)"? 
they have no faith!(5068) 



Nay, 



5068 As an alternative to the charges of being a soothsayer or a madman or a 
disgrunded poet, there is the charge of a forger or fabricator applied to the 
Prophet of Allah when he produces his Message. This implies that there can be 
no revelation or inspiration from Allah. Such an attitude negatives Faith 
altogedier. But if this is so can they produce a work of man that can compare with 
the inspired Word of Allah? They cannot ( Cf. 2;23, 10:37 -39, 11:13 , and 
17:88). 



34. Let them then produce a recital like unto it,- If (it be) 
they speak the truth! 

35. Were they created of nothing, (5069) or were they 
themselves the creators? 

5069 Were they created of nothing? Three possible alternative meanings are 
suggested by the Commentators, according to the meaning we give to the Arabic 
preposition min = of, by, with, for. (1) 'Were they created by nothing? Did they 
come into existence of themselves? Was it a mere chance that they came into 
being? (2) Were they created as men out of nothing? Was there not a wonderful 
seed, from which their material growth can be traced, as the handiwork of a wise 
and wonderful Creator? Must they not then seek His Will? (3) Were they created 
for nothing, to no purpose? If they were created for a purpose, must they not try 
to learn that purpose by understanding Allah's Revelation? 

36. Or did they create the heavens and the earth? Nay, 
they have no firm belief.(5070) 

5070 They obviously did not create the wonders of the starry heavens and the 
fruitful globe of the earth. But they can assign no definite cause to explain it, as 
they have no firm belief on the subject themselves. 

37. Or are the Treasures of thy Lord with them, (5071) or 
are they the managers (of affairs)? 

5071 Cf. 6:50 , and n. 867. The Treasures of Allah's Knowledge are infinite. But 
the doubters and unbelievers have no access to them, much less can the doubters 
and unbelievers manage the wonders of this world. Must they not therefore seek 
grace and revelation from Allah? 

38. Or have they a ladder,(5072) by which they can 
(climb up to heaven and) listen (to its secrets)? Then 
let (such a) listener of theirs produce a manifest 
proof. 

5072 Cf. 6:35 : a reference to the Pagan belief that by means of a material ladder a 
man might climb up to heaven and learn its secrets! 

39. Or has He only daughters(5073) and ye have sons? 

5073 Cf 16:57-59, and n. 2082. To the gospel of Unity it is repugnant to assign 
begotten sons or daughters to Allah. But the Arab superstition about angels being 
the daughters of Allah was particularly blasphemous as the Pagan Arabs hated to 
have daughters themselves and considered it a mark of humiliation! (see also 
53:21). 

40. Or is it that thou dost ask for a reward, (5074) so that 
they are burdened with a load of debt?- 

5074 The Prophets of Allah ask for no reward to preach the Message of Allah and 
direct men to the right Path. Why then do men shun diem and persecute those 
who seek to bring blessings to them? (Cf. n. 5627). 

41. Or that the Unseen(5075) in it their hands, and they 
write it down? 

5075 The Unseen in the spiritual world is a subject of Revelation, though it works 
through the common everyday life of man. The men who reject Revelation simply 
because it is outside their own experience ought on the contrary to try to learn 
about it and seek to understand it. 

42. Or do they intend a plot (against thee)?(5076) But 
those who defy Allah are themselves involved in a 
Plot! 

5076 Shallow men who plot against Good are themselves the willing victims of 
insidious plots laid by Evil. 

43. Or have they a god(5077) other than Allah. Exalted is 
Allah far above the things they associate with Him! 

5077 This is the final and decisive question: Is there really any god other than 
Allah die One True God? Every argument points to the negative. A series of 
questions has been asked pointing to the negative of the superstitions of the 
godless. The gospel of Unity, Revelation, and the Hereafter had thus been 
preached by a searching examination of the position of the Unbelievers. And the 
Surah ends with an exhortation to leave alone those who will not believe because 
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they wish not to believe, and to let Time work out the web and pattern of Allah's 
Plan. 

44. Were they to see a piece of the sky(5078) falling (on 
them), they would (only) say: "Clouds gathered in 
heaps!" 

5078 In 26:187, Shu'ayb, the Prophet of Allah, is challenged by the Companions 
of the Wood "to cause a piece of sky to fall on us, if thou art truthful." Such a 
challenge, in some form or other, is addressed to all Prophets of Allah. It is mere 
defiance. It has no meaning. If a piece of the sky were to fall on them, it would not 
convince them, for they would only say: "These are only clouds gathered in heaps." 
They do not wish to believe. Otherwise there are ample Signs and Evidences of 
Allah's Plan in Creation and in man's own heart 

45. So leave them alone until they encounter that Day of 
theirs, wherein they shall (perforce) swoon (with 
terror),-(5079) 

5079 That is, the Day of Judgement. Cf. 39:68, and n. 4343. 

46. The Day when their plotting will avail them nothing 
and no help shall be given them. 

47. And verily, for those who do wrong, there is another 
punishment besides this:(5080) But most of them 
understand not. 

5080 The filial Judgement is for all. But in addition, wrongdoers have to fear a 
retribution or punishment in this very life, an open punishment through external 
events or, at least the bitter pangs of conscience within. 



48. Now await in patience the command of thy Lord: for 
verily thou art in Our eyes:(5081) and celebrate the 
praises of thy Lord the while thou standest 
forth,(5082) 

5081 The messenger of Allah must strive his utmost to proclaim the Message of 
Allah: as for results, it is not for him to command them. He must wait patiently, in 
the knowledge that he is not forgotten by Allah, but is constantly under Allah's 
eyes— under His lo\ing care and protection. And he must glorify Allah's name, as 
he is a standard-bearer of Allah's Truth. 

5082 The translators and Commentators nearly all understand taquniu in the 
sense of rising up from sleep. But the rendering I have given is consistent with 
Qur'anic usage. In 26:218, we have the same two words hina taquniu, meaning 
"standing forth {in prayer)". In 57:25, we have uyaqunui al nas bil al qist, which 
ob\iously means "that men may stand forth in J ustice," i.e., do all their business 
injustice. In 78:38, we have jaqumu used for the angels standing forth in ranks. 

On my rendering the meaning will be: 'celebrate Allah's praises when you stand 
forth in prayer, or at all times when you go about your business; but also for part 
of the night and at early dawn when worldly life is at a standstill.' 

49. And for part of the night(5083) also praise thou 
Him,- and at the retreat(5084) of the stars! 

5083 It is not necessary to understand this for any particular canonical prayers. It 
is good to spend a part of the night in prayer and praise: Cf 73:6. And the Dawn 
is a daily recurring miracle of nature, full of spiritual influences and "testimony": 
Cf 17:78-79. 

5084 Idhar al nujuin: the retreat of the stars: the glorious hour of early dawn. In 
113:1, we seek Allah's protection as "Lord of the Dawn". 



-<o*s^J 



53. 



Al Najm (The Star) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. By the Star(5085) when it goes down,- 

5085 Najm is interpreted in various ways. As most commonly accepted, it means 
either a Star genetically, or the close cluster of seven stars known as the Pleiades in 
the Constellation Taurus, which the sun enters about the 21st of April every year. 
In mid-April, or a little later, the beautiful cluster would set just after the sun, after 
having gradually ascended the sky in the winter months. In late May, or a little 
later, it would rise just before the sun. In its western aspects, it might be 
considered a spmig constellation. To open-air nations {including the Arabs) whose 
climate usually presents starry skies, this is an object of great interest, and many 
folklore tales gather round it. When so glorious a cluster is content to bow down 
in the horizon and merge its light in the greater light created by Allah {see the last 
three lilies of C. 228), it becomes a symbol of humility in beauty and power before 
the Most High, Whose revelation discloses the summit of beauty, power and 
wisdom. Hawa in the text may mean either "goes down {or sets)" or "rises". 
Whichever meaning we take, it makes no difference to the symbolic interpretation 
given above. 

2. Your Companion is neither(5086) astray nor being 
misled. 

5086 'Your Companion" is the Prophet Muhammad, who had lived among the 
Quraysh all his life. He is defended from three kinds of charges that the 
Unbelievers brought against him: {1) that he was going astray, either through 
defect of intelligence or through carelessness; (2) that he was being misled or 
deceived by e\il spirits; and (3) that he spoke out of a whim or impulse, or from a 



selfish desne to impress his own personality. None of these charges were true. On 
the contrary he had direct inspiration from Allah. 

3. Nor does he say (aught) of (his own) Desire. 

4. It is no less than inspiration sent down to him: 

5. He was taught by one(5087) Mighty in Power, 

5087 This is referred by the Commentators to the angel Gabriel, through whom 
the inspiration came. Cf 81:20. 

6. Endued with Wisdom: for he appeared (in stately 
form); 

7. While he was in the highest part(5088) of the horizon: 

5088 Gabriel appeared in stately form, perhaps towering above the Mountain of 
Light {see C. 31). Istawa in verse 6, translated "appeared", means literally 
"mounted" or "ascended", or "set himself to execute a design": seen. 1386 to 10:3. 



8. Then he approached and came closer, 

9. And was at a distance of but two bow-lengths(5089) 
or (even) nearer; 

5089 Two bow-shots (counting 100 to 150 yards to a bow-shot) would be a clearly 
\isible distance. (R). 
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10. So did (Allah) convey(5090) the inspiration to His 
Servant- (conveyed) what He (meant) to convey. 

5090 Gabriel would be just a messenger, to do no more than convey Allah's 
Message to Allah's Messenger. 

11. The (Prophet's) (mind and) heart in no way 
falsified(5091) that which he saw. 

5091 "Heart" in Arabic includes the faculty of intelligence as well as the faculty of 
feeling. The impression conveyed was pure truth; there was no illusion in it 

12. Will ye then dispute with him concerning what he 
saw? 

13. For indeed he saw him at a second descent,(5092) 

5092 The first occasion when Gabriel appeared in a visible form was at the 
Mountain of Light , when he brought his first revelation beginning with Iqra': see 
C. 29-35. The second was at the Prophet's Mi'raj or Ascension: see Introduction 
to S. 17, paras. 2-4. These were the only two occasions when Gabriel appeared in 
visible form. (R). 

14. Near the Lote-tree(5093) beyond which none may 
pass: 

5093 For the Lote-tree in its literal meaning, see n. 3814 to 34:16. The wild Lote 
is thorny; under cultivation it yields good fruit and shade, and is symbolic of 
heavenly bliss, as here and in 56:28. 

15. Near it is the Garden of Abode. (5094) 

5094 The " Garden of Abode " (Jaimat al-Afa'wa) lies close to the Lote-tree and, in 
the opinion of some authorities, is so called because the souls of believers will find 
their abode therein. [Eds.]. 

16. Behold, the Lote-tree was shrouded (in mystery 
unspeakable!) 

17. (His) sight never swerved, nor did it go wrong! 

18. For truly did he see, of the Signs of his Lord, the 
Greatest! 

19. Have ye seen(5095) Lat. and 'Uzza, 

5095 From the heights of divine Glory, we come back again to this sorry earth, 
with its base idolatries. We are asked to "look at this picture, and at that!" The 
three principal idols of Pagan Arab Idolatry were the goddesses Lat, 'Uzza, and 
Manat, Opinions differ as to their exact forms: one version is that Lat was in 
human shape, 'Uzza had its origin in a sacred tree, and Manat in a white stone. 
(R). 

20. And another, the third (goddess), Manat? 

21. What! For you(5096) the male sex, and for Him, the 
female? 

5096 To show Allah ill human shape, or imagine sons or daughters of Allah, as if 
Allah were flesh, was in any case a derogation from the supreme glory of Allah, 
high above all creatures, even if the human shapes were invested with great beauty 
and majesty as in the Greek Pantheon. But when we consider in what low opinion 
Pagan Arabia held the female sex, it was particularly degrading to show Allah, or 
so-called daughters of Allah, in female shapes. Cf 16:57 -59, and n. 2082; also 
52:39, and n. 5073. 

22. Behold, such would be indeed a division most unfair! 

23. These are nothing but names which ye have devised, - 
(5097) ye and your fathers,- for which Allah has sent 
down no authority (whatever). They follow nothing 
but(5098) conjecture and what their own souls 
desire!- Even though there has already come to them 
Guidance from their Lord! 



5097 Cf. 7:71; 12:40 , n. 1693. The divine names which they give to stocks and 
stones, or to heroes living or dead, or even to prophets and men of God, are but 
the creatures of their own fancy. Whatever they were, they were not gods. 

5098 Cf. 6:116. Conjecture is a dangerous thing in speakmg of divine things. It 
follows lines which reflect the lusts of men's own hearts. Why not follow the divine 
guidance which comes through the prophets of Allah? 

24. Nay, shall man have (just) anything he hankers 
after?(5099) 

5099 The unpuri&ed desires of men's hearts often lead to destruction, for they are 
dictated by 'Evil. The true source of guidance and light is Allah, just as He is also 
the goal to which all persons and things-all existence-re turns. 

25. But it is to Allah that the End and the Beginning (of 
all things) belong. 

26. How many-so-ever be the angels in the 
heavens,(5100) their intercession will avail nothing 
except after Allah has given(5101) leave for whom He 
pleases and that he is acceptable to Him. 

5100 We are apt to imagine the angelic host of heaven as beings of immense 
power. But then" power is all derived from Allah. Men, when they attain to the 
highest spiritual dignities, may have even more power and position than angels in 
the sight of Allah, as is typified by angels bidden to bow down to Adam: 2:34. The 
Quraysh superstition about angels being intermediaries and mtercessors for man 
with Allah is condemned. 

5101 Cf. 20:109 and 21:28 . No one can intercede except with the permission of 
Allah, and that permission will only be given for one who is acceptable to Allah. 
For a possible different shade of meaning, see n. 2634 to 20:109. 

27. Those who believe not in the Hereafter, name the 
angels with female names. (5102) 

5102 Cf. 53:21 above, and n. 5096. The Pagan Quraysh had no firm belief in the 
Hereafter. Their prayers for intercession to angels and deities was on account of 

their worldly affairs. 

28. But they have no knowledge therein. They follow 
nothing but conjecture; and conjecture(5103) avails 
nothing against Truth. 

5103 Cf 53:23 above, and n. 5098. 

29. Therefore shun those who turn away from Our 
Message and desire nothing but the life of this world. 

30. That is as far as(5104) knowledge will reach them. 
Verily thy Lord knoweth best those who stray from His 
Path, and He knoweth best those who receive 
guidance. 

5104 Men with a materialist turn of mind, whose desires are bounded by sex and 
material things, will not go beyond those things. Their knowledge will be limited to 
the narrow circle in which their thoughts move. The spiritual world is beyond their 
ken. While persons with a spiritual oudook, even though they may fail again and 
again in attaining then" full ideals, are on the right Path. They are willing to receive 
guidance and Allah's Grace will find them out and help them. 

31. Yea, to Allah belongs all that is in the heavens and on 
earth: so that He rewards those who do(5105) evil, 
according to their deeds, and He rewards those who 
do good, with what is best. 

5105 All deeds have their consequences, good or ill. But this is not an iron law, as 
the Determinists in philosophy, or the preachers of bare Karma, would have us 
believe. Allah does not sit apart. He governs the world. And Mercy as well as 
Justice are His attributes. In His Justice every deed or word or thought of e\il has 
its consequence for the doer or speaker or drinker. But there is always in this life 
room for repentance and amendment. As soon as this is forthcoming, Allah's 
Mercy comes into action. It can blot out our evil, and the "reward" which it gives is 
nearly always greater than our merits. 

32. Those who avoid great sins and shameful deeds, only 
(falling into) small faults,- verily thy Lord is 
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ample(5106) in forgiveness. He knows you well when 
He brings you out of the earth. And when ye are 
hidden in your mothers' wombs. Therefore justify not 
yourselves: (5107) He knows best who it is that 
guards against evil. 

5106 Allah's attributes of Mercy and Forgiveness are unlimited. They come into 
action without our asking, but on our bringing our will as offerings to Him. Our 
asking or prayer helps us to bring our minds and wills as offering to Him. That is 
necessary to frame our own psychological preparedness. It informs Allah of 
nothing for He knows all. 

5107 As Allah knows our inmost being, it is absurd for us to justify ourselves 
either by pretending that we are better than we are or by finding excuses for our 
conduct. We must offer ourselves unreservedly such as we are: it is His Mercy 
and Grace that will cleanse us. If we try, out of love for Him, to guard against evil, 
our striving is all that He asks for. 

33. Seest thou one(5108) who turns back, 

5108 The particular reference in this passage, according to Baydawi is to Al Walid 
ibn al Mughrrah, who bargained with a Quraysh Pagan for a certain sum if the 
latter would take upon himself the sins of Al Walid. He paid a part of the sum but 
withheld die rest. The general application that concerns us is threefold: (1) if we 
accept Islam, we must accept it whole-heartedly and not look back to Pagan 
superstitions; (2) we cannot play fast and loose with our promises and (3) no man 
can bargain about spiritual matters for he cannot see what his end will be unless he 
follows the law of Allah, which is the law of righteousness. 

34. Gives a little, then hardens (his heart)? 

35. What! Has he knowledge of the Unseen so that he 
can see?(5109) 

5109 'So that he can see what will happen in the Hereafter': for no bargains can be 
struck about matters unknown. 

36. Nay, is he not acquainted with what is in the 
books(5110) of Moses- 

5110 Books of Moses: apparendy not the Pentateuch, in the Tawiah, but some 
other book or books now lost For example, the Book of the Wars of Jehovah is 
referred to in the Old Testament {Num. 21:14 ) but is now lost. The present 
Pentateuch has no clear message at all of a Life to come. 



37. And of Abraham(5111) 
engagements?-(5112) 



who fulfilled his 



5111 No original Book of Abraham is now extant But a book called "The 
Testament of Abraham" has come down to us which seems to be a Greek 
translation of a Hebrew original. See n. 6094 to 87:19, where the Books of Moses 
and Abraham are again mentioned together. 

5112 One of the tides of Abraham is Hanif, the True in Faith: Cf. 16:120, 123. 

38. Namely, that no bearer(5113) of burdens can bear 
the burden of another; 

5113 Here follows a series of eleven aphorisms of ancient wisdom apparendy 
incorporated in current Semitic folklore. The first is that a man's spiritual 
burden— die responsibility for his sin— must be borne by himself and not by 
another: Cf, 6:164; 17:15 ; 35:18; 39:7. There can be no vicarious atonement. 

39. That man can have nothing but what he strives for; 

40. That (the fruit of) his striving(5114) will soon come 
in sight: 

5114 The second and third aphorisms are that man must strive, or he will gain 
nothing; and that if he strives, the result must soon appear in sight and he will find 
his reward in full measure. 

41. Then will he be rewarded with a reward complete; 

42. That to thy Lord is the final Goal;(5115) 

5115 The fourth, fifth, and sixth aphorisms are that all things return to Allah; that 
all our hope should be in Him and we should fear none but Him; and that He 
alone can give Life and Death. 



43. That it is He Who granteth Laughter and Tears; 

44. That it is He Who granteth Death and Life; 

45. That He did create in pairs,- male and female, (5116) 

5116 The seventh aphorism relates to the mystery of sex: all things are created in 
pairs: each sex performs its proper function, and yet its wonderful working is part 
of the creative process of Allah: the living seed fructifies, but contains within itself 
all the factors disclosed in its later development and life. 

46. From a seed when lodged (in its place); 

47. That He hath promised a Second Creation (Raising of 
the Dead);(5117) 

5117 No less wonderful is the promise He has made about the raising of the dead, 
and a new life in the Hereafter, and this is the subject of die eighth aphorism. 

48. That it is He Who g iveth wea Ith a nd 

satisfaction^ 51 18) 

5118 Wealth and material gain are sought by most men, in the hope that they will 
be a source of enjoyment and satisfaction. But this hope is not always fulfilled. 
There is a psychical and spiritual side to it. But both the material and the spiritual 
side depend upon the working of Allah's Plan. This is referred to in the mnth 
aphorism. 

49. That He is the Lord of Sirius (the Mighty Star);(5119) 

5119 The tenth aphorism refers to a mighty phenomenon of nature, the 
magnificent star Sirius, which is such a prominent object in die skies, in the early 
part of the solar year, say, from January to April. It is the brightest star in the 
firmament, and its bluish light causes wonder and terror in Pagan minds. The 
Pagan Arabs worshipped it as a divinity. But Allah is the Lord, Creator and 
Chensher, of the most magnificent part of Creation, and worship is due to Him 
alone. 

50. And that it is He Who destroyed the (powerful) 
ancient 'Ad (people), (5120) 

5120 The eleventh and last aphorism refers to the punishment of the most 
powerful ancient peoples for their sins. For the 'Ad people, see n. 1040 to 7:65, 
and for Thamud, see n. 1043 to 7:73. They were strong; and they were talented: 
but their strength and their talents did not save them from being destroyed for 
their sins. The same may be said about the earlier generation of Noah, who were 
destroyed in the Flood: they "rejected Our Signs: they were indeed a blind people" 
(7:64); see also n. 1039 to 7:59; and 11:25-49. Ancient Ad (people): some 
Commentators construe, Fiist Ad people, distinguishing them from the later 'Ad 
people, a remnant that had their day and passed away. 

51. And the Thamud nor gave them a lease of perpetual 
life. 

52. And before them, the people of Noah, for that they 
were (all) most unjust and most insolent 
transgressors, 

53. And He destroyed the Overthrown Cities(5121) (of 
Sodom and Gomorrah). 

5121 Verses 53-60 may be construed as a commentary on the aphorisms. The 
story of the Overthrown Cities, to which Lot was sent for a waiiiiiig, will be found 
in 1 1:74-83 and the notes thereon. This story may well be treated as separate from 
the aphorisms as it refers to events that happened in the later life of Abraham. 

54. So that (ruins unknown) have covered them up. 

55. Then which of the gifts(5122) of thy Lord, (O man,) 
wilt thou dispute about? 

5122 Widi a slight modification this forms the refrain of the next Surah but one, 
the highly poetical Surah of Al Rahman. In S. 54:15, 17 etc., there is a similar 
refrain in different words. Every gift and benefit you have is from Allah, and to 
save you from the just punishment of your sins, Allah at all times sends revelations 
and Messengers to warn you. Why not accept Allah's Grace instead of disputing 
about it? 
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56. This is a Warner, (5123) of the (series of) Warners of 
old! 

5123 The Prophet before Quraysh {and before us) continues the line of 
messengers of Allah who have come to teach mankind and lead men into unity 
and righteousness. Shall we not listen to his voice? Every day that passes, the 
Judgement approaches nearer and nearer. But Allah alone can say at what precise 
hour it will come to any of us. It is certain, and yet it is a mystery, which Allah 
alone can lay bare. 

57. The (Judgment) ever approaching draws nigh: 

58. No (soul) but Allah can lay it bare. 

59. Do ye then wonder(5124) at this recital? 

5124 Mere wondering will not do, even if it is the wonder of admiration. Each 
soul must strive and act, and Allah's Mercy will take it under its wings. 



60. And will ye laugh(5125) and not weep,- 

5125 The higher issues of Life and the Hereafter are serious, and therefore all 
that we do in this life is serious and important. We must shun inanities and 
frivolities. It is no laughing time. If we only realised our own shortcommgs, we 
should weep, with our good angels who weep for us. But weeping by itself will not 
help. We must try and understand Allah and adore Him. Thus shall we be able to 
understand ourselves and our fellow-men. 

61. Wasting your time in vanities? 

62. But fall ye down in prostration to Allah, and adore 
(Him)!(5126) 

5126 And so we are invited to prostrate ourselves and adore Him. For this is the 
true end of Revelation and the true attitude when we understand the world, 
Nature, History and the working of Allah's Plan. 



-0*Q> 



54. Al Qamar (The Moon) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. The Hour (of Judgment)(5127) is nigh, and the moon 
is cleft asunder. (5128) 

5127 See paragraph 2 of the Introduction to S. 53. The idea of the judgement 
being nigh at the beginning of this Surah connects it with the same idea at the end 
of the last Surah (verse 57), though the actual words used in the two cases are 
different 

5128 Three explanations are given in the Mufradat, and perhaps all three apply 
here: (1) that the moon once appeared cleft asunder in the valley of Makkah 
within sight of the Prophet, his Companions, and some Unbelievers; (2) that the 
prophetic past tense indicates the future, the cleaving asunder of the moon being a 
Sign of the Judgement approaching; and (3) that the phrase is metaphorical, 
meaning that the matter has become clear as the moon. That the first was noticed 
by contemporaries, including Unbelievers, is clear from verse 2. The second is an 
incident of the disruption of the solar system at the New Creation: Cf. 75:8-9. And 
the third might well be implied as in eastern allegory, based on the other two. 

2. But if they see a Sign, they turn away, and say, "This 
is (but) transient magic. "(5129) 

5129 Mustainhr: transient, or powerful: either meaning will apply. The 
Unbelievers acknowledge the unusual appearance, but call it magic. They do not 
therefore profit by the spiritual lesson. 

3. They reject (the warning) and follow their (own) lusts 
but every matter has(5130) its appointed time. 

5130 The prevalence of sin and the persecution of truth may have its day, but it 
must end at last. 

4. There have already come to them Recitals 
wherein(5131) there is (enough) to check (them), 

5131 The stories of the sins of past generations having been \isited with exemplary 
punishments were already in their possession, and should, if they had been wise, 
have opened their eyes and checked them in their mad career of sin. Five of these 
stories are again referred to later in this Surah by way of illustration. 



5. Mature wisdom;- but (the preaching of) Warners 
profits them not. 

6. Therefore, (O Prophet)(5132) turn away from them. 
The Day that the Caller(5133) will call (them) to a 
terrible affair, 

5132 For a time godlessness seems to triumph, but the triumph is short-lived. And 
in any case there is the great Reckoning of the Day of Judgement 

5133 The angel whose voice will call at the Resurrection and direct all souls. Cf. 

20:108-111. 

7. They will come forth,- their eyes humbled - from 
(their) graves, (torpid)(5134) like locusts scattered 
abroad, 

5134 At one stage in the invasion of locust swarms, the locusts are torpid and are 
scattered abroad all over the ground. I have seen them on railway tracks in ' Iraq , 
crushed to death in hundreds by passing trains. The simile is apt for the stunned 
beings who will rise up in swarms from their graves and say, 'Ah! woe unto us! who 
had raised us up?" (36:52). 

8. Hastening, with eyes transfixed, towards the Caller!- 
"Hard is this Day!", the Unbelievers will say. 

9. Before them the People of Noah rejected (their 
messenger): they rejected Our servant,(5135) and 
said, "Here is one possessed!", and he was driven out. 

5135 The story of Noah and the Flood is frequently referred to in the Qur'an. 
The passage which best illustrates this passage will be found in 11:25 -48. Note in 
that passage how they first insult and abuse htm arrogantly; how he humbly argues 
with them; how they laugh him to scorn, as much as to say that he was a madman 
possessed of some e\rl spirit; and how the Flood comes and he is saved in the 
Ark, and the wicked are doomed to destruction. 

10. Then he called on his Lord: "I am one overcome: do 
Thou then help (me)!"(5136) 

5136 He did not call down punishment He merely asked for help in his mission, 

as he felt himself overpowered by brute force and cast out, which prevented the 
fulfilment of his mission. But the wicked generation were past all repentance, and 
they were wiped out 
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11. So We opened the gates of heaven, with water 
pouring forth. 

12. And We caused the earth to gush forth with springs, 
so the waters met (and rose)(5137) to the extent 
decreed. 

5137 The torrents of ram from above combined with the gush of waters from 
underground springs, and caused a huge Flood which inundated the country (Cf. 
11:40 and 23:27). 

13. But We bore him on an (Ark) made of broad planks 
and caulked(5138) with palm- fibre: 

5138 Dusur, plural of disai; which means the palm fibre with which boats are 
caulked: from dasara, to ram in, to spear. A derived meaning is "nails", (which are 
driven into planks): this latter meaning also applies, and is preferred by translators 
not familiar with the construction of simple boats. 

14. She floats under our eyes (and care): a 
recompense(5139) to one who had been rejected 
(with scorn)! 

5139 As usual, Allah's Mercy in saving His faithful servants takes precedence of 
His Wrath and Penalty. And He helps and rewards those whom the world rejects 
and despises! 

15. And We have left this as a Sign(5140) (for all time): 
then is there any that will receive admonition?(5141) 

5140 Cf. 29:15, where the Ark (with the salvation it brought to the righteous) is 
mentioned as a Sign for all Peoples. So also in 25:37 and 26:121, it is a Sign for 
men. Similarly the saving of Lot , with the destruction of the wicked Cities of the 
Plain, is mentioned as a Sign left for those who would understand: 29:35 and 
51:37. 



5141 A refrain that 



occurs six 



times in this Surah: see Introduction. 



16. But how (terrible) was(5142) My Penalty and My 
Warning? 

5142 Wlule the Mercy of Allah is always prommently mentioned, we must not 
forget or minimise the existence of Evil, and the terrible Penalty it incurs if the 
Grace of Allah and His Warning are deliberately rejected. 

17. And We have indeed made the Qur'an easy(5143) to 
understand and remember: then is there any that will 
receive admonition? 

5143 While die Qur'an sums up the highest philosophy of the inner life, its simple 
directions for conduct are plam and easy to understand and act upon. Is this not 
in itself a part of the Grace of Allah? And what excuse is there for anyone to fail in 
recehmg admonition? 

18. The 'Ad (people) (too) rejected (Truth): then how 
terrible was My Penalty and My Warning? 

19. For We sent against them(5144) a furious wind, on a 
Day of violent Disaster, 

5144 Cf. 41:16. How graphic is the description of the tornado that uprooted them! 
It must indeed be a dreadful tornado that plucks up the palm trees by their tap- 
roots. The "Day" is an indefinite period of time. The wind that destroyed the 'Ad 
people lasted seven nights and eight days: 69:7. 

20. Plucking out men as if they were roots of palm-trees 
torn up (from the ground). 



21. Yea, how (terrible) 
Warning!(5145) 



was My Penalty and My 



5145 Repeated from verse 18 to heighten the description of the sin, the penalty, 
and the criminal negligence of the sinners in refusing the warnings on account of 
their self-complacent confidence in their own strength and stability! It is repeated 
again as a secondary refrain in 54:30 and (with slight modification) in 54:37 and 
39. 



22. But We have indeed made the Qur'an easy to 
understand and remember: then is there any that will 
receive admonition? 

23. The Thamud (also) rejected (their) Warners. 

24. For they said: "What!(5146) a man! a Solitary one 
from among ourselves! shall we follow such a 
one?(5147) Truly should we then be straying in mind, 
and mad! 

5146 The psychology of Thamud is more searchingly analysed here than in 4 1 : 1 7, 
to show up the contrast between shallow men's ideas about Revelation, and the 
real sanity, humanism, social value, and truth of Revelation. To them the 
Revelation was brought by Salih. 

5147 Because the Preacher is one among so many, and different from them, 
ahhough brought up among themselves , it is made a cause of reproach agamst 
him, when it should have been an index leading to a searching of then hearts and 
an exammation of their ways . 

25. "Is it that the Message is sent to him, of all people 
amongst us? Nay, he is a liar, an insolent one!"(5148) 

5148 Pure abuse, as a contrast to Sahh's expostulation! See 26:141-158, and notes. 

26. Ah! they will know on the morrow, which is the liar, 
the insolent one! 

27. For We will send the she-camel(5149) by way of trial 
for them. So watch them, (O Salih), and possess 
thyself in patience! 

5149 See n. 1044 to 7:73, for the she-camel as a trial or test among selfish people 
who tried to monopolise water and pasture as agamst the poor. 

28. And tell them that the water is to be divided between 
them:(5150) Each one's right to drink being brought 
forward (by suitable turns). 

5150 See 26:155-156. All were to have water in due turn. It was to be no one's 
monopoly. And certainly the gates were not to be shut agamst the poor or then 
cattle. 

29. But they called to their companion, and he took a 
sword in hand, and hamstrung (her). 

30. Ah! how (terrible) was My Penalty and My Warning! 

31. For We sent against them(5151) a single Mighty 
Blast, and they became like the dry stubble used by 
one who pens cattle. (5152) 

5151 See n. 1047 to 7:78, and Cf. die same phrase "single Blast" used for the signal 
for the Resurrection in 36:53. In the case of Thamud, the destruction seems to 
have been by a severe earthquake accompanied with a terrible rumbling noise. 

5152 They became like dry sticks such as are used by herdsmen in making pens 
or enclosures for then catde. 

32. And We have indeed made the Qur'an easy to 
understand and remember: then is there any that will 
receive admonition? 

33. The people of Lut(5153) rejected (his) warning. 

5153 The story of Lot (Lut) and the Cities of the Plain has been 
frequently referred to. See 11:74-83. 

34. We sent against them a violent Tornado with 
showers of stones,(5154) (which destroyed them), 
except Lut's household: them We delivered by early 
Dawn,- 

5154 Hasib: a violent tornado bringmg a shower of stones. The word occurs here; 
in 17:68 (without reference to any particular place); in 29:40 (where it seems to 
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refer to Lot's Cities, see n. 3462); and in 67:17 (where again there is no reference 
to a particular place). In Lot's Cities the shower was of brimstone: see 11:82. 

35. As a Grace from Us: thus do We reward those who 
give thanks. (5155) 

5155 "Giving thanks" to Allah in Quranic phrase is to obey Allah's Law, to do His 
Will, to practise righteousness, to use all gifts in His senice. 

36. And (Lut) did warn them(5156) of Our Punishment, 
but they disputed about the Warning. 

5156 0: 11:78-79. 

37. And they even sought to snatch away his 
guests(5157) from him, but We blinded their eyes. 
(They heard:) "Now taste ye My Wrath and My 
Warning." 



5157 Lot had been preaching to them some time against then- iniquities . The crisis 
of their fate came when the two angels came to Lot in the guise of handsome 
young men. The men of the whole City came in an uproar, assaulted his house, 
and tried to snatch away the two handsome men. Lot tried to prevent them, but 
was powerless. Darkness fell on their eyes, as the first stage in their punishment, 
and before next morning the wicked cities were buried under a shower of 
brimstone. Lot and his belie\ing household were saved. 

38. Early on the morrow an abiding Punishment seized 
them: 

39. "So taste ye My Wrath and My Warning." 

40. And We have indeed made the Qur'an easy to 
understand and remember: then is there any that will 
receive admonition? 

41. To the People(5158) of Pharaoh, too, aforetime, 
came Warners (from Allah.. 

5158 The Egyptian people of old are the last people mentioned in this Surah as 
an example of iniquity meeting with punishment. And the moral is driven home to 
the Pagan Quraysh, to warn them of their fate if they persisted in their evil lives. 
The Egyptians had many Signs given them. They were gifted people and had 
made much progress in the sciences and the arts. They could have learnt from 
history that when the highest \irtues disappear, the nation must fall. Moses was 
brought up among them and commissioned to give Allah's Message to them. But 
they were arrogant; they were unjust to Allah's creatures; they followed debasmg 
forms of worship; they mocked at Truth; and were at last punished with 
destruction in the Red Sea for then- arrogant leaders and army. See 10:75-90 for a 
narrative. 

42. The (people) rejected all Our Signs; but We seized 
them with such Penalty (as comes) from One Exalted 
in Power, able to carry out His Will. 

43. Are your Unbelievers, (O Quraish), better than 
they?(5159) Or have ye an immunity in the Sacred 
Books? 

5159 If the Egyptians with all their power and science were unable to resist the 
punishment of their sms, the Pagan Quraysh are asked: how will you fare when 
you come to a trial of strength agamst Allah's Truth? You are not specially 
favoured so as to be immune from Allah's Law. And if you rely on your numbers, 
they will be a broken reed when the trial comes, as indeed happened at the Battle 
of Badi. 

44. Or do they say: "We acting together can defend 
ourselves"? 

45. Soon will their multitude be put to flight, and they 
will show their backs. 

46. Nay, the Hour (of Judgment) is the time promised 
them (for their full recompense):(5160) And that Hour 
will be most grievous and most bitter. 



5160 The calculations of unjust men— on their science, their resources, their 
numbers, etc.— will in many cases be falsified even in this world, as stated in the 
last two verses, but their real Punishment will come with Judgement, i.e., when 
they find their real place in the spiritual world at the restoration of true values. It 
will then be a most grievous and bitter experience for them, throwing into the 
shade any calamities they may suffer in this life. 

47. Truly those in sin are the ones straying in mind, and 
mad. (5161) 

5161 Cf. 54:24 above. Note how the tables are turned in the argument by the 
repetition. The unjust think that the godly are wandering in mind and mad. They 
will find that it is really they who were wandering in mind, and mad, even when 
they were in the plenitude of their power and in the enjoyment of all the good 
things of this life. These minor echoes heighten the effect of the major refrain 
mentioned in the Introduction. 

48. The Day they will be dragged through the Fire on 
their faces,(5162) (they will hear:) "Taste ye the 
touch of Hell!" 

5162 On tlieh- faces: the Face is the symbol of Personality. Then whole 
Personality will be subverted and degraded— in the midst of the Fire of Suffermg. 



49. Verily, all things have We created in proportion and 
measure. (5163) 

5163 Allah's Creation is not haphazard. Everything goes by law, proportion, and 
measure. Everything has its appomted time, place, and occasion, as also its 
definite limitation. Nothing happens but according to His Plan, and every deed, 
word, and thought of man has its fullest consequences, except msofar as the Grace 
and Mercy of Allah intervenes, and that is according to law and plan. (Cf. 2:117). 



50. And Our Command is but a single (Act), -(5164) 
the twinkling of an eye. 



ike 



5164 Wlnle in the life of created things there is "proportion and measure", and a 
lag of time or distance or circumstance, in Allah's Command, the Design, the 
Word, the Execution, and the Consequences are but a single Act. The simile 
given is that of the twinkling of an eye, which is the shortest time that a simple man 
can think of: the cause which occasions the twinkling, the movement of the 
muscles connected with it, the closing of the eyelids, and their reopening, are all 
almost like a simultaneous act By way of contrast take an illustration like that of a 
man writing a book. He must form the design in his mind; he must prepare 
himself by research, collection of knowledge, or of personal experience: he must 
use or acquire the ait of writing; he must collect the material for writing, viz., 
paper, ink, pen, etc., and this will connect with a chain of manufacturing processes 
in which he is dependent upon other people's work and experience; then his book 
may have to be printed or lithographed or bound, and sold, or taken to a library, 
or presented to a friend, which will bring into play numerous other chains of 
processes, and dependence upon other people's work or skill; and the lag of 
Time, Space, and Cnxumstance will occur at numerous stages. In Allah's 
Command, the word "Be" (kun) includes eveiythmg, without the intervention, of 
or dependence upon any other being or thing whatever. And this is also another 
phase of the philosophy of Unity. 

51. And (oft) in the past, have We destroyed 
gangs(5165) like unto you: then is there any that will 
receive admonition?(5166) 

5165 Ashya 'akuni: 'gangs or parties or collection of men like you'— addressed to 
wicked men who arrogandy rely upon their own strength or combination, neither 
of which can stand for a moment against the Will of Allah. 

5166 The cases of Pharaoh's men of old and the Pagan Quraysh are considered as 
parallel, and an appeal is addressed to the latter from the experience of the 
former: 'will ye not learn and repent?' 

52. All that they do is noted in (their) Books (of 
Deeds):(5167) 

5167 The point is that nothing which men do is lost— good or evil. Everything 
gives rise to an me\itable chain of consequences, from which a release is only 
obtained by the intervention of Allah's Grace acting on an act, a striving of the 
human will to repent and turn to Allah. (R). 

53. Every matter, small and great, is on record. 

54. As to the Righteous, they will be in the midst of 
Gardens and Rivers,(5168) 
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5168 The record, 111 the case of those who dishonoured and \iolated Truth, will 
lead to their undoing; but in the case of those who honoured the Truth and 
adopted it so as to shine in their righteous lives, the result is expressed by four 
metaphors, in an ascending degree of sublimity: (1) they will be in the midst of 
Gardens where rivers flow; (2) they will be in an Assembly of Truth; (3) in the 
Presence of Allah; (4) Whose sovereignty is omnipotent n Gaidens " with Rivers 
(flowing heneadi): this has been explained more than once already: Cf.n. 4668 to 
43:70. The Garden suggests all the Bliss we can imagme through our senses. (R). 

55. In an Assembly of Truth, (5169) in the Presence 
of(5170) a Sovereign Omnipotent. (5171) 

5169 While we possess our bodily senses, the best conceptions we can form are 
through our sense-perce prions, and the Garden is a good symbol from that pomt 



of view. The next higher understanding of spiritual truth is through our mtellect 
and social satisfaction. This is best symbolised by the Assembly of Truth— the 
gathering in which we sit with our fellows and enjoy the realisation of Truth and 
the dissipation of falsehoods and half-truths. 

5170 But there is a higher conception still, somethmg so intensely spiritual that it 

can only be expressed by reference to the Presence of Allah. (R). 

5171 Muqtadir, which is translated Omnipotent, implies something more: the 
eighth-declension form denotes not only complete mastery, but the further idea 
that the mastery arises form Allah's own nature, and depends on nothing else 
whatever. (R). 



-<o*£5> 



*-•- 



OO. Al Rahman (The Most Gracious) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. (Allah) Most Gracious! 

2. It is He Who has(5172) taught the Qur'an. 

5172 The Revelation comes from Allah Most Gracious, and it is one of the 
greatest Signs of His grace and favour. He is the source of all Light, and His light 
is diffused throughout the universe. 

3. He has created man: 

4. He has taught him speech(5173) (and intelligence). 

5173 Bayan: intelligent speech: power of expression: capacity to understand 
clearly the relation of things and to explain them. Allah has given this to man, and 
besides this revelation in man's own heart, has aided him with revelation in nature 
and revelation through prophets and messengers. 

5. The sun and the moon follow courses (exactly) 
computed;(5174) 

5174 In the great astronomical universe there are exact mathematical laws, which 
bear witness to Allah's Wisdom and also to His favours to His creatures; for we all 
profit by the heat and light, the seasons, and the numerous changes in the tides 
and the atmosphere, on which the constitution of our globe and the maintenance 
of life depend. 

6. And the herbs(5175) and the trees - both (alike) bow 
in adoration. (5176) 

5175 Najni: may mean stars collectively, or herbs collectively; perhaps both 
meanings are implied. 

5176 All nature adores Allah. Cf. 22:18 , and n. 2790; 13:15 ; and 16:48-49. 

7. And the Firmament has He raised high, and He has set 
up the Balance (of Justice), (5177) 

5177 The "balance of justice" in this verse is connected with "the Balance" in the 
next two verses, that men may act jusdy to each other and observe due balance in 
all their actions, following the golden mean and not transgressing due bounds in 
anything. But the Balance is also connected figuratively with die heavens above in 
three symbols: (1) Justice is a heavenly \irtue; (2) the heavens themselves are 
sustained by mathematical balance; and (3) the constellation Libra {the Balance) is 
entered by the sun at the middle of the zodiacal year. 



8. In order that ye may not transgress (due) balance. 

9. So establish weight with justice(5178) and fall not 
short in the balance. 

5178 To be taken both literally and figuratively. A man should be honest and 
straight in every daily matter, such as weighing out things which he is selling: and 
he should be straight, just and honest, in all the highest dealings, not only with 
other people, but with himself and in his obedience to Allah's Law. Not many do 
either the one or the other when they have an opportunity of deceit Justice is the 
central \irtue, and the avoidance of both excess and defect in conduct keeps the 
human world balanced just as the heavenly world is kept balanced by 
mathematical order. 

10. It is He Who has spread out the earth(5179) for (His) 
creatures: 

5179 How can Allah's favours be counted? Look at the earth alone. Life and the 
conditions here are mutually balanced for Allah's creatures. The vegetable world 
produces fruit of various kinds and corn or grain of various kinds for human food. 
The grain harvest yields with it fodder for ammals in the shape of leaves and straw, 
as well as food for men in the shape of grain. The plants not only supply food but 
sweet-smelling herbs and flowers. Rayhan\% die sweet basil, but is here used in the 
generic sense, for agreeable produce in the vegetable world, to match the useful 
produce already mentioned. 

11. Therein is fruit and date-palms, producing spathes 
(enclosing dates); 

12. Also corn, with (its) leaves and stalk for fodder, and 
sweet-smelling plants. 

13. Then which of the favours(5180) of your Lord will ye 
deny? 

5180 Both the pronoun "your" and the verb "will ye deny" are in the Arabic in the 
Dual Number. The whole Surah is a symphony of Duality, which leads up to 
Unity, as explained in the Introduction. All creation is in pairs: 51:49, and notes 
5025-26; 36:36, n. 3981. Justice is the conciliation of two opposites to unity, the 
settlement of the unending feud between Right and Wrong. The things and 
concepts mentioned in this Surah are in pairs: man and outer nature; sun and 
moon; herbs and trees; heavens and earth; fruit and corn; human food and fodder 
for cattle; things nourishing and things sweet-smelling; and so on throughout the 
Surah. Then there is man and Jinn, for which see n. 5182 below. Will ye deny? 
that is, fail to acknowledge either in word or thought or in your conduct. If you 
misuse Allah's gifts or ignore them, that is equivalent to ingratitude or denial or 
refusal to profit by Allah's infinite Grace. 
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14. He created man from sounding clay(5181) like unto 
pottery, 

5181 See n. 1966 to 15:26. The creation of men and J inns is contrasted. Man was 
made of sounding clay, dry and brittle like pottery. The Jinn (see next note) was 
made from a clear flame of fire. Yet each has capacities and possibilities which 
only Allah's Grace bestows on them. How can they deny Allah's favours? 

15. And He created Jinns(5182) from fire free of smoke: 

5182 For the meaning of Jinn, see n. 929 to 6:100. They are spmts, and therefore 
subtle like a flame of fire. Their being free from smoke implies that they are free 
from grossness, for smoke is the grosser accompaniment of fire. (R). 

16. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye 
deny?(5183) 

5183 Part of the idea of this refrain will be found in 16:71, 72; 40:81: and 53:55 
(where see n. 5122). 

17. (He is) Lord of the two Easts(5184) and Lord of the 
two Wests: 

5184 The two Easts are the two extreme points where the sun rises during the 
year, and includes all the points between. Similarly the two Wests include the two 
extreme points of the sun's setting and all the points between. The Dual Number 
fits in with the general atmosphere of Duality in this Surah. Allah is Lord of every 
region of the earth and sky, and He scatters His bounties everywhere. See also n. 
4641 to 43:38, and n. 4034 to 37:5. 

18. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

19. He has let free(5185) the two bodies of flowing 
water, meeting together: 

5185 See 25:53 and nn. 3111-3112, where it is explained how the two bodies of 
water, salt and sweet, meet together, yet keep separate, as if there was a barrier or 
partition between them. This is also one of the favours of Allah. Sea water is a 
sanitating agent, while fresh water is sweet and palatable to drink. For the 
allegorical interpretation, see notes 2404-2405 to 18:60; also n. 5186 (end) below. 

20. Between them is a Barrier which they do not 
transgress: 

21. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

22. Out of them come Pearls and Coral:(5186) 

5186 Pearls are produced by the oyster and coral by the polyp, a minute marine 
creature which, working in millions, has by its secretions produced the reefs, 
islands, and banks in and on both sides of the Red Sea and in other parts of the 
world. The pearl has a translucent lustre, usually white, but sometimes pink or 
black. Coral is usually opaque, red or pink, but often white, and is seen in 
beautiful branching or cup-like shapes as \isitors to Port Sudan will recall. Both 
are used as gems and stand here for gems generally. Mineral gems, such as agate 
and cornelian, are found in river-beds. Pearl oysters are also found in some rivers. 
Taken allegorically, the two lands of gems would denote the jewels of this life and 
the jewels of the spiritual world. The jewels of this world— like coral— are hard, 
widely spread over the world, comparatively cheap, and less absorptive of the light 
from above. The spiritual jewels— like pearls— are soft, rare, costly, and translucent, 
absorbent of light and showing the more lustre the more they are in light. The 
analog}' can be carried further to the two seas— the two bodies of flowing water- 
mentioned in verses 19-20 above. They are the two kinds of knowledge— human 
and divine— referred to in the story of Moses and Khidr: see notes 2404-2405 to 
18:60. 

23. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

24. And His are the Ships(5187) sailing smoothly 
through the seas, lofty as mountains:(5188) 

5187 The Ships-sailing ships and steamers, and by extension of the analogy, 
aeroplanes and airships majestically na\igatiiig the air -are made by man, but the 
intelligence and science which made them possible are given by man's Creator; 
and therefore the Ships also are the gifts of Allah. 

5188 Lofty as mountains: both in respect of the high sails, or masts, and in respect 
of the height to which the top of the ship towers above the surface of the sea. The 



'Queen Mary Il'-the biggest ship afloat in 2004-has a height, from the keel to the 
top of the funnel of 236 feet. (Eds.) 

25. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

26. All that is on earth will perish: 

27. But will abide (for ever) the Face of thy Lord, -(5189) 
full of Majesty, Bounty and Honour. (5190) 

5189 The most magnificent works of man-such as they are-are but fleeting. Ships, 
Empires, the Wonders of Science and Art, the splendours of human glory or 
intellect, will all pass away. The most magnificent objects in outer Nature-die 
mountains and valleys, the sun and moon, the Constellation Orion and the star 
Sinus-will also pass away in their appointed time. But the only One that will 
endure forever is the "Face" of Allah. "Face" expresses Personality, Glory, Majesty, 
Inner Being, Essence, Self-all the noble qualities which we associate with the 
Beautiful Names of Allah. Seen. 114 to 2:112; also n. 1154 to 7:180, and n. 2322 
to 17:110. 

5190 Ikram: two ideas are prominent in the word. (1) the idea of generosity, as 
proceeding from the person whose attribute it is, and (2) die idea of honour, as 
given by others to the person whose attribute it is. Both these ideas are summed 
up in "nobility". To make the meaning quite clear, I have employed in the 
translation the two words "Bounty and Honour" for the single word Ikram. The 
same attributes recur in the last verse of this Surah. In the Fact of Allah's Eternity 
is the Hope of our Future. 

28. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

29. Of Him seeks (its need)(5191) every creature in the 
heavens and on earth: every day in (new) 
Splendour(5192) doth He (shine)! 

5191 Every single creature depends on Allah for its needs: of all of them the 
Chensher and Sustainer is Allah.Seek (its needs): does not necessarily mean 'seek 
them in words': what is meant is the dependence: the allusion is to the Source of 
supply. 

5192 Shan: state, splendour; aim, work, business, momentous affair. Allah's is still 
the directing hand in all affairs. He does not sit apart, careless of mankind or of 
any of His creatures. But His working shows new Splendour every day, every 
hour, every moment. 

30. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

31. Soon shall We settle your affairs, O both ye 
worlds!(5193) 

5193 Thaqal: weight, something weighty, something weighed with something else. 
The two thaqals are Jinns and men who are burdened with responsibility or, as 
some commentators hold, with sin. They are both before Allah, and the affairs of 
both are conducted under His Command. If there are inequalities or apparent 
disturbances of balance, that is only for a season. Allah gives to both good and e\il 
men a chance in this period of probation; but this period will soon be over, and 
Judgment will be established. To give you this chance, this probation, this warning, 
is itself a favour, by which you should profit, and for which you should be grateful. 
(R). 

32. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

33. O ye assembly of Jinns(5194) and men! If it be ye 
can pass beyond the zones of the heavens and the 
earth, pass ye! not without authority shall ye be able 
to pass! 

5194 Cf. 6:35 and 6:130, where the Jinns and men are addressed collectively. 
That whole passage, 6:130-134, should be read as a commentary on this verse. If 
you thmk that because you do thmgs in secret, or because some of your sins do 
not seem to meet their inevitable punishment or some of your good deeds seem 
to go unnoticed, do not be deceived. Judgement will soon come. You cannot 
possibly escape out of the zones in which your lives have been cast, without 
authority from Allah. Be grateful to Allah for the chances He has given you'. "All 
that hath been promised unto you will come to pass: nor can ye frustrate it in the 
least bit" (6:134). 

34. Then which of the favours(5195) of your Lord will ye 
deny? 
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5195 Note how gradually we have been led up in the Argument 'The Signs of 
Allah are all about you, in revelation, in your intelligence, and in nature around 
you. Your creation; the mystic light and heat typified by the sun in all directions; 
the cycle of waters in the physical earth and of Knowledge in the world of 
Intelligence; the help and cherishiiig care of Allah Himself-all these things should 
teach you the Truth and warn you about the Future, which is more particularly 
referred to in the remainder of the Surah. 

35. On you will be sent (O ye evil ones twain!)(5196) a 
flame of fire (to burn) and a smoke (to choke):(5197) 
no defence will ye have: 

5196 The Dual is with reference to the two worlds explained above in n. 5193. 

5197 We now come to the terrors of the Judgement on the e\il ones. 

36. Then which of the favours(5198) of your Lord will ye 
deny? 

5198 Here and in some of the verses that follow, (verses 40, 42, and 45 below), 
the refrain applies with an ironical meaning. It is as if it was said: 'You used to 
laugh at Revelation, and at the warnings which were given for your own benefit in 
order to draw you to repentance and Allah's Mercy; what do you find now? Is not 
all that was said to you true?' To reject Allah's Law is in itself to deny Allah's 
Mercies. 

37. When the sky is rent asunder, and it becomes red like 
ointment:(5199) 

5199 Melting away like grease or ointment. The red colour will be due to the 
flames and the heat. The whole of the world as we know it now will dissolve. 

38. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

39. On that Day no question will be asked(5200) of man 
or Jinn as to his sin. 

5200 This does not of course mean that they will not be called to account for their 
sin. They will certainly be called to account for all their deeds: 15:92-93. The 
meaning of this whole passage is that their personal responsibility will be enforced. 
But their own tongues and hands and feet will bear witness against them as to their 
actions: 24:24. Every man will bear marks on his person, showing his classification 
in the Final Account: 7:48 . After these Marks are affixed, everyone's position and 
status in the Final Account will be known to everyone. As to the Judge on the 
Throne of Judgement, He will of course know all before Judgement is set up. But 
to give every chance to the accused, his record will be produced and shown to him 
(69:19,25; 18:49 ), and he will be given a chance to plead { 7:53 ), but if a sinner, 
he will be in confusion (28:66). 

40. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

41. (For) the sinners will be known by their 
Marks:(5201) and they will be seized by their 
forelocks and their feet. 

5201 By their Marks: see last note. 

42. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

43. This is the Hell which the Sinners deny:(5202) 

5202 It will then become too real to them. 'Oh! that this too, too solid flesh would 
melt", as Hamlet said to his Queen-Mother (Hamlet, i. 2. 129). 

44. In its midst and in the midst of boiling hot water will 
they wander round!(5203) 

5203 They will apparently have no rest The fire will burn but not consume them, 
and their drink will be only boifmg water. 

45. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

46. But for such as fear the time when they will stand 
before (the Judgment Seat(5204) of) their Lord, there 
will be two Gardens-(5205) 

5204 The reference to the Punishment of Sin having been dismissed in a few 
short tines, we now come to a description of the state of the Blessed. (R). 



5205 Here two Gardens are mentioned, and indeed four, counting the other two 
mentioned in 55:62-76. Opinions are dnided about this, but die best opinion is 
that the two mentioned in verses 46-61 are for the degree of those Nearest to 
Allah (Muqarrahim), and those in verses 62-76 for the Companions of the Right 
Hand: Why two for each P The Duality is to express variety, and the whole 
scheme of the Surah runs in twos. There will be no dullness of uniformity: as our 
minds can conceive it now, there will be freshness in change, but it will be from 
Bliss to Bliss, and there will be Unity. (R). 

47. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?- 

48. Containing all kinds (of trees and delights);- 

49. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?- 

50. In them (each) will be two Springs flowing 
(free);(5206) 

5206 Two Springs, for the same reasons as there will be two Gardens. See last 
note. 

51. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?- 

52. In them will be Fruits of every kind, two and 
two.(5207) 

5207 The Duality of Fruits is for the same reason as the Duality of the Gardens. 
See n. 5205. 

53. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

54. They will recline on Carpets, whose inner linings will 
be of rich brocade: the Fruit of the Gardens will be 
near (and easy of reach). (5208) 

5208 The toil and fatigue of this life will be over: Cf. 35:35 and n. 5654 to 69:23. 

55. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

56. In them will be (Maidens), (5209) chaste, restraining 
their glances, (5210) whom no man or Jinn before 
them has touched;- 

5209 See notes 4728-4729 to 44:54. (R). 

5210 Cf. 37:48 and n. 4064. Their purity is the feature chiefly symbolised. 

57. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?- 

58. Like unto Rubies and coral. (5211) 

5211 Delicate pink, with reference to their complexions and their beauty of form. 
The gems also indicate their worth and dignity (Cfnn. 4064-4065). 

59. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

60. Is there any Reward for Good - other than 
Good?(5212) 

5212 This is the summmg up of all the symbolism used to express the Fruit of 
Goodness or Good. The symbolism must necessarily resort to comparative terms, 
to subjective ideas of Bliss. But the fullest expression can only be given in abstract 
terms: "Is there any reward for Good— other than Good?" Can anything express it 
better? 

61. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

62. And besides these two, there are two other Gardens, - 
(5213) 

5213 See n. 5205 above. 

63. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?- 

64. Dark-green in colour(5214) (from plentiful 
watering). 
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5214 Dark green in colour"; these Gardens will also be fruitful and flourishing, 
and watered plentifully; but their aspect and characteristics will be different, 
corresponding to the subjective differences in the ideas of Bliss among those who 
would respectively enjoy the two sets of Gardens. 

65. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

66. In them (each) will be two Springs pouring forth 
water(5215) in continuous abundance: 

5215 In comparison with the Springs in the other two Gardens, described in 55:50 
above, these Springs would seem to irrigate crops of vegetables and fruits requirmg 
a constant supply of abundant water. 

67. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

68. In them will be Fruits, and dates and 
pomegranates: (52 16) 

5216 See last note. Cf. also with 55:52 above, where "fruits of every kmd" are 
mentioned. 

69. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

70. In them will be fair (Companions), good, beautiful;- 
(5217) 

5217 see n. 5209 above. Goodness and Beauty are specially feminine attributes. 

71. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?- 

72. Companions restrained (as to(5218) their glances), 
in (goodly) pavilions;-(5219) 



5218 Maqsurat here is the passive participle of the same verb as the active 
participle Qashat in 55:56, 37:48 and 38:52- As I have translated Qashatby die 
phrase "restraining (their glances)", I think I am right in translating the passive 
Maqsurat by "restrained {as to their glances)". This is the only place in the Qur'an 
where the passive form occurs. 

5219 The Pavilions seem to add dignity to their status. In the other Gardens 
(55:58), die description "like rubies and corals" is perhaps an indication of higher 
dignity. 

73. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?- 

74. Whom no man or Jinn before them has touched;- 

75. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny?- 

76. Reclining on green Cushions(5220) and rich Carpets 
of beauty. 

5220 Cf. the parallel words for the other two Gardens, in 55:54 above, which 
suggest perhaps a higher dignity'. Rafrat is usually translated by Cushions or 
Pillows, and I have followed this meaning in view of the word "recliniiig". But 
another interpretation is "Meadows", in \iew of the adjective "green"— abqari: 
carpets richly figured and dyed, and skillfully worked. 

77. Then which of the favours of your Lord will ye deny? 

78. Blessed be the name of thy Lord, full of Majesty, 
Bounty and Honour. (5221) 

5221 Cf. 55:27 and n. 5190. This minor echo completes the symmetry of the two 
leading Ideas of this Surah— the Bounty and Majesty of Allah, and the Duly of 

man to make himself worthy of nearness to Allah. 



-<S*?S> 
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56. 



Al Waqi'ah (The Inevitable) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. When the Event Inevitable(5222) cometh to pass, 

5222 The Event Ine\itable is the Hour of Judgement. People may doubt now 
whether it will come. But when it comes, as it will come, suddenly upon them, it 
will come with such tremendous reality that it will be burnt deep into the 
experience of every soul. No one can then be deceived or entertain false notions 
about it. 

2. Then will no (soul) entertain falsehood concerning its 
coming. 

3. (Many) will it bring low;(5223) (many) will it exalt; 

5223 There will be a sorting out of Good and Evil. Or rather, (verse 7 below), 
there will be three main classes. Among the Good there will be the specially 
exalted class, those nearest to Allah ( al nniqarrabun, 56:1 1- 26), and the righteous 
people generally, called the Companions of the Right Hand (Ashab al mayrnanah, 
56:27-40). And there will be those in agony, the Companions of the Left Hand 
(Ashab al mash'amah. 56:41-56). Many who were high and mighty in this life will 
be brought low for their sins, and many who were lowly but virtuous will be 
exalted to various ranks and degrees. The old landmarks will be lost in the inner 
world, as they will be in the outer world. 

4. When the earth shall be shaken to its depths, 



5. And the mountains shall be crumbled to atoms,(5224) 

5224 The old physical world will disappear in the New Creation. 

6. Becoming dust scattered abroad, 

7. And ye shall be sorted out into three classes. (5225) 

5225 See n. 5223 above. 

8. Then (there will be) the Companions of the Right 
Hand;- What will be the Companions of the Right 
Hand? 

9. And the Companions of the Left Hand,- what will be 
the Companions of the Left Hand? 

10. And those Foremost (in Faith) will be Foremost (in 
the Hereafter). (5226) 

5226 Foremost (hi Faith): There are two meanings, and both are implied. (1) 
Those who have reached the highest degree in spiritual under standing, such as the 
great prophets and teachers of mankind, will also take precedence in the 
Hereafter. (2) Those who are the first m time— the quickest and readiest— to accept 
Allah's Message— will have the first place in the Kingdom of Heaven . Verses 8, 9 
and 10 mention the three main categories or classifications after Judgement In the 
subsequent verses their happiness or misery are symbolised. This category, 
Foremost in Faith, is nearest to Allah. 
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11. These will be those Nearest to Allah:(5227) 

5227 See n. 5223 above. Nearness to Allah is the test of die highest Bliss, (see also 
n. 3779). (R). 

12. In Gardens of Bliss: 

13. A number of people from those of old, (5228) 

5228 Of gteat Prophets and Teachers there were many before the time of the 
Prophet Muhammad. As he was the last of the Prophets, he and the great 
Teachers under his Dispensation will be comparatively fewer in number, but their 
teaching is the sum and flower of all mankmd's spmtual experience. 

14. And a few from those of later times. 

15. (They will be) on Thrones(5229) encrusted (with 
gold and precious stones), 

5229 Cf. 15:47 ; 37:44, 52:20, and 88:13. [Eds.]. 

16. Reclining on them, facing each other. (5230) 

5230 But they will not be separate each in his own corner. They will face each 
other. For they are all one, and their mutual society will be part of their Bliss. 

17. Round about them will (serve)(5231) youths of 
perpetual (freshness), 

5231 Cf. 52:24. and n. 5058. The youth and freshness with which the attendants 
will serve is a symbol of true service such as we may expect in the spiritual world. 
That freshness will be perpetual and not subject to any moods, or chances, or 
changes. 

18. With goblets, (shining) beakers, and cups (filled) out 
of clear-flowing fountains: 

19. No after-ache will they receive therefrom, nor will 
they suffer intoxication:(5232) 

5232 The Feast of Reason and the Flow of Soul are typified by all that is best in 
the feasts in this imperfect world, but there will be none of the disadvantages 
incident to such feasts in this world, such as satiety, aches, excess, a sense of 
exhaustion, or loss of senses, etc. Cf. 31-A7 , and n. 4063. A goblet is a bowl 
without handles; a beaker has a Tip" and a stem; "cup" is a general term. 

20. And with fruits, any that they may select: 

21. And the flesh of fowls, any that they may desire. 



22. And (there will be) Companions with beautiful, big, 
and lustrous eyes,-(5233) 

5233 Cf. 44:54, and n. 4729. The companionship of Beauty and Grace is one of 
the highest pleasures of life. In this bodily life it takes bodily form. In the higher 

life it takes a higher form. (R). 

23. Like unto Pearls(5234) well-guarded. 

5234 Cf. 52:24, where this description is applied to the youths who serve. See also 
n. 5058 there. In 56:78 below the adjective makium is applied to the Quran, "the 
well-guarded Book". 

24. A Reward for the deeds of their past (life). 

25. Not frivolity will they(5235) hear therein, nor any 
taint of ill,- 

5235 Cf, 52:23. Apart from the physical ills, worldly feasts or delights are apt to 
suffer from vain or frivolous discourse, idle boasting, foolish flattery, or phrases 
pointed with secret venom or moral mischief. The negation of these from spiritual 
Bliss follows as a matter of course, but it is specially insisted on to guard against 
the perversities of human nature, which likes to read ill into the best that can be 
put in words. 

26. Only the saying, (5236) "Peace! Peace". 



5236 Qilis best translated "saying", rather than "word". For the saying is an act, a 
thought, a fact, which may be embodied in a word, but which goes far beyond the 
word. The "Peace of Allah" is an atmosphere which sums up Heaven even better 
than "Bliss". 

27. The Companions of the Right Hand,- what will be the 
Companions of the Right Hand? 

28. (They will be) among (5237) Lote-trees without 

thorns, 

5237 Lotc bees: see 34:16 n. 3814. (R). 

29. Among Talh trees(5238) with flowers (or fruits) piled 
one above another, - 

5238 Talk: some understand by this the plantam or banana tree, of which the fruit 
is borne in bunches, one tier above another; but the banana tree does not grow in 
Arabia and its ordinary Arabic name is Mawz; perhaps it is better to understand a 
special kind of Acacia tree, which flowers profusely, the flowers appearing in tiers 
one above another. 

30. In shade long-extended, 

31. By water flowing constantly, 

32. And fruit in abundance. 

33. Whose season is not limited, nor (supply) 
forbidden, (5239) 

5239 As it is not like earthly fruit, its season is not limited, nor is there any 
prohibition by law or custom or circumstance as to when or how it is to be 
consumed. (R). 

34. And on Thrones (of Dignity), raised high. 

35. We have created (their Companions) (5 240) of 
special creation. 

5240 The pronoun in Arabic is in the feminine gender, but lest grosser ideas of 
sex should intrude, it is made clear that these Companions for heavenly society 
will be of special creation-of \irgmal purity, grace, and beauty mspirmg and 
inspired by love, with the question of time and age eliminated. Thus every person 
among the Righteous will have the Bliss of Heaven and the Peace of Allah. 

36. And made them virgin - pure (and undefiled), - 

37. Beloved (by nature), equal in age,- 

38. For the Companions of the Right Hand. 

39. A (goodly) number from those of old, (5241) 

5241 This class-the righteous-will be a large company in Heaven, belonging to all 
the ages of the world. Cf n. 5228 to 56:13 above. Such is the unbounded Bounty 
of Allah, 

40. And a (goodly) number from those of later times. 

41. The Companions of the Left Hand,- what will be the 
Companions of the Left Hand? 

42. (They will be) in the midst of a Fierce Blast of 
Fire(5242) and in Boiling Water, 

5242 Notice die parallelism in the contrast between those in Bliss and those in 
Misery. The allegory in each case pursues the idea of contrast, and the allegories 
about Misery lose nothing by then terse brevity. The fierce Blast of Fire and the 
Boihiig Water are in contrast to the happy Lote tree and the flowers and fruits in 
verses 28-29 above. 

43. And in the shades of Black Smoke:(5243) 

5243 Even the Shades get a different quality in the Abode of Misery: shades of 
black smoke in contrast to the cool and refreshing long extended shades of trees 
by brooks inverses 30-31 above. 
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44. Nothing (will there be) to refresh, nor to please: 

45. For that they were wont to be indulged, before that, 
in wealth (and luxury), (5244) 

5244 Cf. 34:34, and 43:23. We must read verses 45-46 together. They had wealth 
and the good thrngs of life, but they used them in self-mdulgence and shameless 
crime, and now they are in humiliation. 



obstinately in wickedness 



46. And persisted 
supreme! (5244-A) 

5244-A Wickedness supreme: i.e., their associating others with Allah in His 
divinity. [Eds.]. 

47. And they used to say, "What! when we die and 
become dust and bones,(5245) shall we then indeed 
be raised up again?- 

5245 Their want of belief and ridicule of Allah's Message contrasts with the stern 
reality which they see around them now. 

48. "(We) and our fathers of old?" 

49. Say: "Yea, those of old and those of later times, 

50. "All will certainly be gathered together for the 
meeting appointed for a Day well-known. (5246) 

5246 In 26:38 (see n. 3159) the phrase 3 day well-known is used for a solemn day 
of festival, when the multitude of people gather together. The Day of Judgement is 
such a day in the supreme sense of the word. 

51. "Then will ye truly,- O ye that go wrong, and treat 
(Truth) as Falsehood!- 

52. "Ye will surely taste of the Tree of Zaqqum.(5247) 

5247 This is the Cursed Tree mentioned in 17:60, where see n. 2250. Cf. also 
37:62. n. 4072; and 44:43-46 and n. 4722. 

53. "Then will ye fill your insides therewith, 

54. "And drink Boiling Water on top of it: 

55. "Indeed ye shall drink like diseased camels raging 
with thirst!"(5248) 

5248 A terrible picture of Misery in contrast to the Companionship of the Good, 
the True, and the Beautiful, on Thrones of Dignity, for the Companions of the 
Right Hand, in verses 34-38 above. 

56. Such will be their entertainment on the Day of 
Requital! 

57. It is We Who have created you: why do ye(5249) not 
testify to this truth? 

5249 Man is apt to forget his Creator, and even the fact that he, man, is a created 
being. The seed of his body, out of which his physical life starts, is not created by 
man, but by Allah in the process of the unfoldment of the world. Why will not 
man recognise and bear witness of this fact by a life of obedience to Allah's Law? 

58. Do ye then see?- The (human Seed) that ye throw 
out,- 

59. Is it ye who create it, or are We the Creators? 

60. We have decreed Death to be your common 
lot, (5250) and We are not to be frustrated 

5250 Just as Allah has created this life that we see, so He has decreed that Death 
should be the common lot of all of us. Surely, if He can thus give life and death, 
as we see it, why should we refuse to believe that He can give us other forms when 
this life is over? The Future Life, though indicated by what we know now, is to be 
on a wholly different plane. (R). 



61. from changing your Forms and creating you (again) 
in (forms) that ye know not. 

62. And ye certainly know already the first form of 
creation: why then do ye not celebrate His praises? 

63. See ye the seed that(5251) ye sow in the ground? 

5251 Having appealed to our own nature within us, He appeals now to the 
external nature around us, which should be evidence to us (1) of His loving care 
for us, and (2) of its being due to causes other than those which we produce and 
control. Three examples are given: (1) the seed which we sow in the soil; it is 
Allah's processes in nature, which make it grow; (2) the water which we drink; it is 
Allah's processes in nature, that send it down from the clouds as ram, and 
distribute it through springs and rivers; (3) the fire which we strike; it is again a 
proof of Allah's Plan and Wisdom in nature. 

64. Is it ye that cause it to grow, or are We the Cause? 

65. Were it Our Will, We could crumble it to dry powder, 
and ye would be left in wonderment, 

66. (Saying), "We are indeed left with debts (for 
nothing):(5252) 

5252 The Cultivator contracts debts for seed and gives labour for ploughing, 
swing, watering, and weeding, in the hope of reaping a harvest. Should he not give 
thanks to Allah when his harvest is in? 

67. "Indeed are we shut out (of the fruits of our labour)" 

68. See ye the water which ye drink? 

69. Do ye bring it down (in rain) from the cloud or do 
We? 

70. Were it Our Will, We could make it salt (and 
unpalatable):(5253) then why do ye not give thanks? 

5253 The mystery of the two streams of water, one sweet and the other salt, 
constantly mingling, and yet always separate, is referred to more than once. The 
never-ending circuit is established by streams and rivers mingling with the ocean, 
the ocean sending forth mists and steam through a process of evaporation which 
forms clouds, and the clouds by condensation pouring forth rain to feed the 
streams and rivers again: see notes 3111-3112 to 25:53, and n. 5185 to 55:19, and 
the further references given there. 

71. See ye the Fire which ye kindle? 

72. Is it ye who grow the tree which feeds(5254) the 
fire, or do We grow it? 

5254 The relation of Fire to Trees is intimate. In nearly all the fire that we burn, 
the fuel is derived from the wood of trees. Even mineral coal is nothing but the 
wood of prehistoric forests petrified under the eardi through geological ages. Fire 
produced out of green trees is referred to in 36:80; and n. 4026 there gives 
instances. 

73. We have made it a memorial (of Our 
handiwork), (5255) and an article of comfort and 
convenience for the denizens of deserts. (5256) 

5255 Fire is a fit memorial of Allah's handiwork in nature. It is also an emblem of 
man's earliest civilisation. It can stand as a symbol of physical comfort and 
convenience to man, of the source of spiritual light, and also of the warning to Evil 
about its destruction. In the same way the sower's seed has a symbolical meaning 
in the preaching of the Message: see 48:29, and n. 4917: and the Rain and the 
Streams of water have a symbolical meaning: see notes 2404-5 to 18:60. 

5256 Cf. 20:10 , and n. 2541, where the mystic meaning of the Fire which Moses 
saw in the desert is explained. Even ordinarily, a fire in a desert is a sign of human 
habitation; by following it you may get human society and human comfort A fire, 
or light, or beacon in many places directs a traveller on the way. Lighthouses at sea 
and beacons in modern aerodromes serve die same purpose for manners and 
airmen. Another parable about fire will be found in 2:17-18, and n. 38. 
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74. Then celebrate with praises(5257) the name of thy 
Lord, the Supreme! 

5257 Seeing all these Signs 111 nature and their symbolical meaning in the spiritual 
world, man must turn to Allah and do His Will. 

75. Furthermore I call to witness the setting(5258) of 
the Stars, - 

5258 The setting of the Stars: a number of mystic meanings are attached. Here are 
three. (1) Cf. 43:1 and n. 5085; the setting of a glorious star is a symbol of humility 
before the power, beauty, and goodness of Allah. (2) It may refer to the extinction 
of the stars at the Day of Judgement, betokening the establishment of Allah's 
Justice and the Truth of His Revelation. (3) What is bright or beautiful to our 
senses may disappear from our ken within a few hours, even though its own 
existence may continue. All light is relative except the light of Allah. 



76. And that is 
but knew,- 



indeed a mighty adjuration(5259) if ye 



5259 The glory of the firmament as it exists, and the wonder of its passing away, 
are both evidence, to the discerning mind, of the Future which Allah has 
prepared, but this evidence can only be effective if men "but knew", i.e., turned 
their earnest attention to it. 

77. That this is indeed a qur'an most honourable,(5260) 

5260 Your attention is drawn to the momentous issues of the Future by the 
Qur'an. It is a Revelation described by four characteristics. (1) It is most 
honourable, karim, which implies, besides the fact that it is worthy of receiving 
honour, that it confers great favours on those who receive it (2) It is well-guarded, 
maknunj precious in itself, and well-preserved in its purity; see n. 5234 to 56:23; 
see also 15:9, and n. 1944. (3) None but the clean shall touch it— clean in body, 
mind, thought, intention, and soul; only such can achieve real contact with its full 
meaning. (4) It is a Revelation from the Lord of the Worlds, and therefore 
universal for all. 

78. In Book well-guarded, 

79. Which none shall touch but those who are clean: 

80. A Revelation from the Lord of the Worlds. 

81. Is it such a Message that ye would hold(5261) in 
light esteem? 

5261 The Message being such as is described in the last note, how can anyone 
ignore it or treat it with contempt or refuse to allow it to improve his life? 

82. And have ye made it(5262) your livelihood that ye 
should declare it false? 

5262 The worst indictment of an enemy of Revelation would be that he should 
make Falsehood a source of filthy lucre for himself, or that he should let his 
precious life be corrupted by such unholy occupation. 

83. Then why do ye not(5263) (intervene) when (the 
soul of the dying man) reaches the throat, - 

5263 There is a hiatus after why do ye not?— and two parenthetical clauses-after 
which the clause why do ye not? is resumed again in verse 86 below, with its 
complement in verse 87. It is permissible to the translator to add some such word 
as intervene here, to make the translation run smoothly. 

84. And ye the while (sit) looking on, -(5264) 

5264 The dying man's friends, relatives and companions may be sitting round him 
and quite close to him in his last moments, but Allah is nearer still at all times for 



He is nearer than the man's own jugular vein (50:16), and one of Allah's own tides 
is "Ever Near" (34:50). 

85. But We are nearer to him than ye, and yet see not,- 

86. Then why do ye not, -(5265) If you are exempt from 
(future) account, - 

5265 These words resume the sentence begun at verse 83 above and mterrupted 

by die two parenthetical clauses in verses 84 and 85. See n. 5263 above. 

87. Call back the soul, (5266) if ye are true (in the claim 
of independence)? 

5266 The sentence may now be briefly paraphrased. 'If you disbelieve in 
Revelation and a future Judgement, and claim to do what you like and be 
independent of Allah, how is it you cannot call back a dying man's soul to his body 
when all of you congregate round him at his death-bed? But you are not 
independent of Judgement. There is a Day of Accounts, when you will have to be 
judged by your deeds in this life.' 

88. Thus, then, if he be of those Nearest to Allah, (5267) 

5267 See above, 56:1 1-26 and notes. 

89. (There is for him) Rest and Satisfaction, (5268) and a 
Garden of Delights. 

5268 Rayhan: sweet-smelling plants, as in 55:12. Here used as symbolical of 
complete Satisfaction and Delight. 

90. And if he be of the Companions of the Right 
Hand, (5269) 

5269 See above, 56:27-38 and notes. 

91. (For him is the salutation), "Peace be unto 
thee", (5270) from the Companions of the Right Hand. 

5270 In 56:26 above the salutation of "Peace, Peace!" is addressed to those 
Nearest to Allah. Here we learn that it is also addressed to the Companions of the 
Right Hand. Both are in Gardens of Bliss: only the former have a higher Dignity 
than the latter. 

92. And if he be of those who treat (Truth) as 
Falsehood, (5271) who go wrong, 

5271 Cf above 56:51 -55. 

93. For him is Entertainment with Boiling Water. 

94. And burning in Hell-Fire. 

95. Verily, this is the Very Truth and Certainly. (5272) 

5272 "The assurance of the Hereafter" is one of the strongest features of Faith. For 
without it the apparent inequalities and injustices of this Life cannot be 
satisfactorily explained. 

96. So celebrate with praises(5273) the name of thy 
Lord, the Supreme. 

5273 Cf. 56:74 above. That was the conclusion of the argument about the Future 
from the examples of Allah's goodness in nature. Now we have the conclusion of 
the same argument from Allah's revelation through His inspired Messengers. 
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57. 



Al Hadid (Iron) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Whatever is in the heavens and on earth,- let it 
declare the Praises and Glory of Allah:(5275) for He is 
the Exalted in Might, the Wise. 

5275 A connecting thought between this and the last Surah, of which see verse 96. 
See also paragraph 3 of the Introduction to S. 53. 

2. To Him belongs the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth: It is He Who gives Life and Death; and He has 
Power over all things. 

3. He is the First and the Last, the Evident and the 
Hidden:(5276) and He has full knowledge of all things. 

5276 Allah is Evident insofar as there is ample evidence of His existence and 
pro\idence all around us. On the other hand, Allah is Hidden insofar as intellect 
cannot grasp His essence nor can He be seen in the present world. The following 
tradition in Sahih Muslim is also significant for an understanding of this verse. The 
Prophet {peace be on him) said: "Thou art the First, so that there was nothing 
before Thee; and Thou art the Last, so that there is nothing after Thee; and Thou 
art E\ident, (or Ascendant) so that there is nothing above Thee, and Thou art the 
Hidden, the Knower of hidden things, so that there is nothing hidden from Thee." 
[Eds.]. 

4. He it is Who created the heavens and the earth in six 
Days,(5277) and is moreover firmly established on the 
Throne (of Authority), (5278) He knows what enters 
within the earth and what comes forth out of it, what 
comes down from heaven and what mounts up to it. 
And He is with you wheresoever ye(5279) may be. 
And Allah sees well all that ye do. 

5277 In six Days: see 41:9-12, and notes; also more briefly, n. 1031 to 7:54 . 

5278 Cf. 10:3, and n. 1386. It is not that Allah completed His Creation in six days 
and rested on the seventh day, or rests now. Certain external forms of the universe 
were by Allah's Command completed in six periods of evolution. But His creative 
process still goes on, and He is still, and will always be, in full control, knowing all 
and guiding all affairs. (R). 

5279 Allah watches over man and observes his deeds. His knowledge 
comprehends all, the earth, heavens, what is in them or above them or whatever is 
in between them, comes out of them or goes into them, for "not a leaf doth fall but 
with His knowledge", and "there is not a grain in die darkness for depths) of the 
earth, nor anything fresh of dry {green or withered), but is inscribed in a Record". ( 
6:59). [Eds.]. 

5. To Him belongs the dominion of the heavens and the 
earth:(5280) and all affairs are referred back to Allah. 

5280 See 57:2 above, where this phrase referred to Allah's complete authority 
over the whole of the external universe: the same phrase now refers to His 
complete authority over the abstract world— of thoughts and affairs. Every affair 
must finally go back to Him, whether it comes out here from Darkness into Light, 
or hides itself from Light into Darkness. Allah's knowledge penetrates into the 
inmost recesses of all Hearts. 

6. He merges Night into Day, and He merges Day into 
Night; and He has full knowledge of the secrets of (all) 
hearts. 

7. Believe in Allah and His messenger, and spend (in 
charity) out of the (substance) whereof He has made 
you(5281) heirs. For, those of you who believe and 
spend (in charity),- for them is a great Reward. 



5281 Whenever power or wealth or influence or any good thing is transferred 
from one person or group of persons to another, it involves added responsibilities 
to die persons receiving these advantages. They must be die more zealous in real 
chant)' and all good works, for that is a part of the evidence which they give of 
their faith and gratitude. And, besides, their good deeds, under the general law in 
the spiritual world, carry their own reward. 

8. What cause have ye(5282) why ye should not believe 
in Allah.- and the Messenger invites you to believe in 
your Lord, and has indeed taken your 
Covenant,(5283) if ye are men of Faith. 

5282 What cause have ye why should not. . . ? A figure of speech implying a far 
wider meaning than the words express. It is equivalent to saying: "There is every 
reason why ye should believe in Allah", etc. The same construction applies to 
verse 10 below. 

5283 There are two shades of meaning. (1) There is the implied Covenant in a 
man who accepts the Gospel of Unity that he will bring forth all the fruits of that 
Gospel, i.e., believe in Allah, and serve Allah and humanity. See n. 682 to 5:1. (2) 
There were at various times express Covenants entered into by the Muslims to 
serve Allah and be true to the Prophet, comparable to the Covenants of the Jewish 
nation about the Message of Moses; e.g., the two Covenants of Aqabah (5:8, and 
n. 705) and the Pledge of Hudaybiyah {48:10, n. 4877). For the Covenant with 
Israel at Mount Sinai , see 2:63, n. 78. 

9. He is the One Who sends to His Servant(5284) 
Manifest Signs, that He may lead you from the depths 
of Darkness into the Light and verily Allah is to you 
most kind and Merciful. 

5284 The Prophet Muhammad. The Signs sent to him were: (1) The Ayahs of the 
Qur'an, and (2) his life and work, in which Allah's Plan and Purpose were 
unfolded. 

10. And what cause have ye why ye should not spend in 
the cause of Allah.- For to Allah belongs(5285) the 
heritage of the heavens and the earth. Not equal 
among you are those who spent (freely) and fought, 
before the Victory, (5286) (with those who did so 
later). Those are higher in rank than those who spent 
(freely) and fought afterwards. But to all has Allah 
promised a goodly (reward). And Allah is well 
acquainted with all that ye do. 



5285 To Allah belongs die heritage of. . 

6:165; and n. 1964 to 15:23 . 



; see n. 485 to 3:180; also n. 988 to 



5286 This is usually understood to refer to the Conquest of Makkah, after which 
the Muslims succeeded to the power and position which die Pagan Quraysh had 
so misused at Makkah. Thereafter the Muslims had the hegemony of Arabia , and 
in a few centuries, for a time, the hegemony of the world. But the words are 
perfectiy general, and we must understand the general meaning also: that the 
people who fight and struggle in Allah's Cause and give of then" best to it at any 
time are worthy of praise: but those are worthy of special distinction who do it 
when the Cause is being persecuted and in most need of assistance, before victory 
comes. 

11. Who is he that will Loan to Allah a beautiful(5287) 
loan? for ((Allah)) will increase it manifold to his 
credit, and he will have (besides) a liberal Reward. 

5287 Cf. 2:245, n. 276. 

12. One Day shalt thou see the believing men and the 
believing women- how their Light runs(5288) forward 
before them and by their right hands: (their greeting 
will be): "Good News for you this Day! Gardens 
beneath which flow rivers! to dwell therein for aye! 
This is indeed the highest Achievement!"(5289) 
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5288 In the Darkness of the Day of Judgement there will be a Light to guide the 
righteous to their Destination. This will be the Light of their Faith and their Good 
Works. Perhaps the Light of the Right Hand mentioned here is the Light of their 
Good Works: for the Blessed will receive their Record in their right hand (69:19- 
24). 

5289 The highest Achievement, the highest felicity, the attainment of Salvation, 

the fulfillment of all desires. See n. 4733 to 44:57. 

13. One Day will the Hypocrites- men and women - say to 
the Believers: "Wait for us! Let us borrow (a Light) 
from your Light!"(5290) It will be said: "Turn ye back 
to your rear! then seek a Light (where ye can)!" So a 
wall(5291) will be put up betwixt them, with a gate 
therein. Within it will be Mercy throughout, and 
without it, all alongside, will be (Wrath and) 
Punishment! 

5290 Watchful preparation in Life, and the tight of Faith, which reflects the divine 
Light, are matters of personal Life, and cannot be borrowed from another. So, in 
Christ's parable of the Ten Virgins (Matt. 25:1-13), when the foolish ones had let 
their lamps go out for want of oil, they asked to borrow oil from the wise ones, but 
the wise ones answered and said, "Not so; ... but go ye rather to them that sell, and 
buy for yourselves". 

5291 The wall of Personality, or Record of Deeds, will divide die Good from the 
Evil. But the Gateway in it will show that communication will not be cut off. Evil 
must realise that Good-i.e., Mercy and Felicity-had been within its reach, and that 
the Wrath which envelops it is due to its own rejection of Mercy. 

14. (Those without) will call out, "Were we not with 
you?"(5292) (The others) will reply, "True! but ye led 
yourselves into temptation; ye looked forward (to our 
ruin); ye doubted ((Allah) 's Promise); and (your 
false) desires deceived you; until there issued the 
Command of Allah. And the Deceiver deceived you in 
respect of Allah. (5293) 

5292 The evil will now claim same right of kinship or association or proximity 
with the good in earthly life; but in fact they had been arrogant and had selfishly 
despised them before. The reply will be: (1) you yourselves chose temptation and 
evil; (2) when you had power in your earthly life, you hoped for ruin to the good, 
and perhaps plotted for it; (3) you were warned by prophets of Allah, but you 
doubted Allah's very existence and certainly His Mercy and Justice, and the 
Hereafter; (4) you followed your own lusts and neglected Reason and Truth; (5) 
you were given plenty of rope, but you followed your mad career, until Judgement 
came upon you, and now it is too late for repentance. 

5293 The Arch-Deceiver (Satan) deceived you in respect of Allah in many ways: 
for example, he made you oblivious of Allah's Mercy and loving-kindness; he 
made you reject His Grace; he made you think that Allah's Justice may not 
overtake you; etc. 

15. "This Day shall no ransom be accepted of you, nor of 
those who rejected Allah. (5294) Your abode is the 
Fire: that is the proper place to claim you: and an evil 
refuge it is!" 

5294 In personal responsibility there is no room for vicarious ransom or for 
ransom by payments of gold or silver or by sacrifice of possessions. Nor can the 
crime be expiated for after Judgement 'You' and 'those who rejected Allah' are two 
ways of looking at the same persons. 'You are rejected because you rejected Allah.' 

16. Has not the time arrived(5295) for the Believers that 
their hearts in all humility should engage in the 
remembrance of Allah and of the Truth which has 
been revealed (to them), and that they should not 
become like those to whom was given Revelation 
aforetime,(5296) but long ages passed over them and 
their hearts grew hard? For many among them are 
rebellious transgressors. 

5295 Humility and the remembrance of Allah and His Message are never more 
necessary than in the hour of victory and prosperity. 

5296 The men immediately referred to are the contemporary Jews and Christians. 

To each of these Ummahs was given Allah's Revelation, but as time passed, they 
corrupted it, became arrogant and hard-hearted, and subverted justice, truth, and 



the purity of Life. But the general lesson is far wider. No one is favoured by Allah 
except on the score of righteousness. Except on that score, there is no chosen 
individual or race. There is no blind good fortune or ill fortune. All happens 
according to the just laws and Will of Allah. But at no time is humility or 
righteousness more necessary than in the hour of victory or triumph. 

17. Know ye (all) that Allah giveth life to the earth after 
its death!(5297) already have We shown the Signs 
plainly to you, that ye may learn wisdom. 

5297 As the dead earth is revived after the refreshing showers of ram, so is it with 
the spirit of man, whether as an individual or a race or Ummah. There is no cause 
for despair. Allah's Truth will revive the Spiritual faculties if it is accepted with 
humility and zeal. 

18. For those who give in Charity, men and women, and 
loan to Allah (5298) a Beautiful Loan, it shall be 
increased manifold (to their credit), and they shall 
have (besides) a liberal reward. 

5298 Cf 57:1 1; also see 2:245, n. 276. 

19. And those who believe in Allah and His messengers- 
they are the Sincere(5299) (lovers of Truth), and the 
witnesses (who testify), (5300) in the eyes of their 
Lord: They shall have their Reward and their 
Light. (5301) But those who reject Allah and deny Our 
Signs,- they are the Companions of Hell-Fire. 

5299 Cf. 4:69, and n. 586. The four categories there mentioned as constituting the 
beautiful Fellowship of Faith are: the Prophets who teach, the Sincere Lovers of 
Truth, the Witnesses who testify, and the Righteous who do good. Of these, the 
prophets or messengers have already been mentioned in tins verse. The Righteous 
who do good are mentioned as the men and women given over to deeds of chanty 
in verse 18. 

5300 The Witnesses are not only Martyrs, but all those who carry the Banner of 
Truth against all odds and in all positions of danger, whether by pen or speech, or 
deed or counsel. 

5301 Note that diese two are specially high degrees in the spiritual kingdom, just 
short of Prophethood. For they have not only their reward in the spiritual 
Kingdom of Allah , like those who practise charity {verse 18 above), but they 
themselves become sources of tight and leading. 

20. Know ye (all), that the life of this world is but play 
and amusement,(5302) pomp and mutual boasting 
and multiplying, (in rivalry) among yourselves, riches 
and children. Here is a similitude:(5303) How rain and 
the growth which it brings forth, delight (the hearts 
of) the tillers;(5304) soon it withers; thou wilt see it 
grow yellow; then it becomes dry and crumbles away. 
But in the Hereafter is a Penalty severe (for the 
devotees of wrong). And Forgiveness from Allah and 
(His) Good Pleasure (for the devotees of Allah.. And 
what is the life of this world, but goods and chattels of 
deception?(5305) 

5302 Cf. 6:32 , and n. 855. In the present passage the idea is further amplified. In 
this life people not only play and amuse themselves and each other, but they show 
off, and boast, and pile up riches and manpower and influence, in rivalry with 
each other. 

5303 Cf. 39:21, and n. 4273. Here the Parable is meant to teach a slightly different 
lesson. Allah's mercies are free and open to all, like His rain. But how do men 
make use of them? The good men take the real spiritual harvest and store the 
spiritual gram. The men who are in love with the ephemeral are delighted with the 
green of the tares and the grass; but such things give no real nourishment; they 
soon wither, become dry, and crumble to pieces, tike the worldly pleasures and 
pomps, boastings and tumults, possessions and friends. 

5304 KufTaris here used in the unusual sense of 'tillers or husbandmen', because 
they sow the seed and cover it up with soil. But the ordinary meaning, 'Rejectors 
of Truth' is not absent. The allegory refers to such men. 

5305 Cf. 3:185, and n. 492. Many of the attractive vanities of this world are but 
nets set by the E\il One to deceive men. The only thing real and lasting is the 
Good Life lived in the Light of Allah. 
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21. Be ye foremost (in seeking) Forgiveness from your 
Lord, and a Garden (of Bliss), the width whereof is as 
the width of heaven and earth, (5306) prepared for 
those who believe in Allah and His messengers: that is 
the Grace of Allah, which He bestows on whom(5307) 
he pleases: and Allah is the Lord of Grace abounding. 

5306 (X 3:133, andn. 452. 

5307 Bestows on whom He Pleases: that is, such grace and favour is beyond 
anyone's own merits. It is bestowed by Allah according to His Holy Will and Plan, 
which is just, merciful, and righteous. 

22. No misfortune can happen on earth or in your 
souls(5308) but is recorded in a decree before We 
bring(5309) it into existence: That is truly easy for 
Allah. 

5308 External disasters or misfortunes may strike people's eye or imagination, but 
there are worse crises and misfortunes in the spiritual world, which are of equal or 
greater importance to man's future. All this happens according to the Will and 
Han of Allah. Even where we are allowed the exercise of our own wills, the 
consequences that follow are in accordance with the laws and Plan decreed by 
Allah beforehand. 

5309 For bara'a, 'to bring into existence', and other words denoting Allah's creative 
energy, see n. 120 to 2:1 17; n. 916 to 6:94; and n. 923 to 6:98. 

23. In order that ye may not despair over matters that 
pass you by, nor exult over favours bestowed upon 
you. For Allah loveth not any vainglorious boaster,- 
(5310) 

5310 In the external world, what people may consider misfortune or good fortune 
may both turn out to be illusory-in Kipling's words, "both imposters just the same". 
The righteous man does not grumble if some one else has possessions, nor exult if 
he has them. He does not covet and he does not boast. If he has any advantages, 
he shares them with other people, as he considers them not due to his own merits, 
but as gifts from Allah. (R). 

24. Such persons as are(5311) covetous and commend 
covetousness to men. And if any turn back(5312) 
(from Allah. s Way), verily Allah is Free of all Needs, 
Worthy of all Praise. 

5311 Neither the Covetous nor the Boasters have any place in the Good Pleasure 
of Allah. The Covetous are particularly insidious, as their avarice and miserliness 
not only keep back the gifts of Allah from men, but their pernicious example dries 
up the streams of Charity in others. 

5312 It is Charity in Allah's Way that is specially in \iew here. If people are selfish 
and withhold their hand, they only injure themselves. They do not hurt Allah's 
Cause, for He is independent of all needs, and He will find other means of 
assisting His more meagerly endowed servants; He is worthy of all praise in His 



25. We sent aforetime our messengers with Clear Signs 
and sent down with them the Book and the 
Balance(5313) (of Right and Wrong), that men may 
stand forth in justice; and We sent down (53 14) 
Iron, (5315) in which is (material for) mighty war, as 
well as many benefits for mankind, that Allah may test 
who it is that will help, Unseen, (5316) Him and His 
messengers: (53 17) For Allah is Full of Strength, 
Exalted in Might(5318) (and able to enforce His Will). 

5313 Three things are mentioned as gifts of Allah. In concrete terms they are the 
Book, the Balance, and Iron, which stand as emblems of three things which hold 
society together, viz., Revelation, which commands Good and forbids Evil; Justice, 
which gives to each person his due; and the strong arm of the Law, which 
maintains sanctions for e\ildoers. For Balance, see also 42:17, and n. 4550. 

5314 Sent down: anzala; in the sense of revealed to man the use of certain things, 
created in him the capacity of understanding and using them: Cf39:6: "sent down 
for you eight head of cattle in pairs". 

5315 Iron: the most useful metal known to man. Out of it is made steel, and from 
steel and iron are made implements of war, such as swords, spears, guns, etc., as 
well as instruments of peace, such as ploughshares, bricklayers' trowels, architects' 



and engineers' instruments, etc. Iron stands as the emblem of Strength, Power, 
Discipline, Law's sanctions, etc. Iron and steel mdustries have also been the 
foundation of the prosperity and power of modern manufacturing nations . (R) . 

5316 In 21:49, I have translated "in their most secret thoughts" for the more literal 
"unseen" (bi al ghayb). Perhaps the more literal "unseen" may do if understood in 
the adverbial sense as explained in 35:18,— n. 3902. The sincere man will help the 
Cause, whether he is seen or brought under notice or not 

5317 To help Allah and His messengers is to help their Cause. It is to give men an 
opportunity of stmmg and fighting for His Cause and prcmig their true metde, 
for thus is their spirit tested. As explained in the next line, Allah in Himself is Full 
of Strength, Exalted in Power, and Able to enforce His Will, and He has no need 
of others' assistance. 

5318 Cf. 22:40 and n. 2818. "Strength" is specific; Power or Might is more 
abstract, the ability to enforce what is willed. 

26. And We sent Noah and Abraham, and established in 
their line Prophethood and Revelation: and some of 
them(5319) were on right guidance. But many of 
them became rebellious transgressors. 

5319 Some of them: i.e., of their line, or posterity, or Ummah. When the Book 
that was given to them became corrupted, many of them followed their own 
fancies and became transgressors. 

27. Then, in their wake. We followed them up with 
(others of) Our messengers: We sent after them Jesus 
the son of Mary, and bestowed on him the Gospel; and 
We ordained in the hearts of those who followed him 
Compassion and Mercy. (5320) But the Monasticism 
which they invented for themselves. We did not 
prescribe for them:(5321) (We commanded) only the 
seeking for the Good Pleasure of Allah, but that they 
did not foster(5322) as they should have done. Yet We 
bestowed, on those among them who believed, (5323) 
their (due) reward, but many of them are rebellious 
transgressors. (5324) 

5320 The chief characteristic of the teaching in the Gospels is humility and other- 
worldliness. The first blessmgs in the Sermon on tire Mount are on "the poor in 
spirit", "they that mourn", and they that are "meek" (Matt. 5:3-5). Christ's disciples 
were enjoined to "take no thought for the morrow", and told: "Sufficient unto the 
day is the e\il thereof (Matt. 6:34). They were also commanded "that ye resist not 
evil; but whosoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the other also" 
(Matt. 5:39). These are fragmentary presentments of an imperfect philosophy as 
seen through monastic eyes. Insofar as they represent pity, sympathy with 
suffemig, and deeds of mercy, they represent the spirit of Christ. 

5321 But Allah's Kingdom requires also courage, resistance to evil, the firmness, 
law, and discipline which will enforce justice among men. It requires to mingle 
with men, so that they can uphold the standard of Truth, against odds if necessary. 
These were lost sight of in Monasticism, which was not prescribed by Allah. 

5322 Allah certainly requires that men shall renounce the idle pleasures of this 
world, and turn to the Path which leads to Allah's Good Pleasure. But that does 
not mean gloomy lives, {"they that mourn"), nor perpetual and formal prayers in 
isolation. Allah's service is done through pure lives in the turmoil of this world. 
This spirit was lost, or at least not fostered by monastic institutions. On the 
contrary, a great part of the "struggle and stming" for noble lives was suppressed. 

5323 Many of them lost true Faith, or had their Faith corrupted by superstitions. 
But those who continued firm in Faith saw the natural development of Religion in 
Islam. Their pre\ious belief was not a disadvantage to them, but helped them, 
because they kept it free from false and selfish prejudices. These are the ones who 
are further addressed at the beginning of verse 28 below. 

5324 The corruptions in the Christian Church, the hair-splitting disputes, and 
mutual strife and hatred of sects had become a scandal by tire time that the light 
oflslam came into the world. The pages of Gibbon's great History bear witness. 
Not only had the religion become void of grace, but tire lives of the people, priests 
and laity, had fallen into great depths of degradation. See remarks in my 
Appendix V, and the general picture in Kingsley's Hypatia. 

28. O ye that believe!(5325) Fear Allah, and believe in 
His Messenger, and He will bestow on you a 
double(5326) portion of His Mercy: He will provide for 
you a Light by which ye(5327) shall walk (straight in 
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your path), and He will forgive you (your past):(5328) 
for Allah is Oft- Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

5325 From the context before (see n. 5323 above) and after (see next note), this is 
held to refer to the Christians and People of the Book who kept their Faith true 
and undefiled. 

5326 The double portion refers to the past and the future. As noted in the last 
note, this passage is addressed to the Christians and the People of the Book, who, 
when honestly facing the question of the new Revelation in Islam, find in it the 
fulfilment of previous revelations, and therefore believe in Allah's Messenger 
Muhammad, and walk by the new Light. Their previous merits will be duly 
recognised, and they will be treated on fully equal terms in the new Ummah. This 
is then double share, not necessarily more in quantity than that of their brethren 
in Islam who passed through no other gate, but having a twofold aspect. 

5327 As this refers to the Christians and the People of the Book, the following 
saying of Christ in his last days may interest them: "Yet a little while is the light with 
you. Walk while ye have the light, lest darkness come upon you . . . While ye have 
the light, believe in the light, that ye may be the children of light These things 
spake Jesus, and departed, and did hide himself from them". (John, 12:35-36). 
The light of Christ's Gospel soon departed; his Church was enveloped in 



darkness; then came the light again, in the fuller light of Islam. And they are asked 
to believe in the Light, and to walk in it. Cf. also 57:12, and n. 5288 above. 

5328 Any wrongs they may have committed through ignorance or misconceptions 
in their pre\ious religion will be forgiven them, as they have seen the new Light 
and walk by it 

29. That the People of the Book may know that they have 
no power(5329) whatever over the Grace of Allah, 
that (His) Grace is (entirely) in His Hand, to bestow it 
on whomsoever He wills. For Allah is the Lord of Grace 
abounding. 

5329 Let not any race, or people, or community, or group, believe that they have 
exclusive possession of Allah's Grace, or that they can influence its grant or its 
withholding. Allah's Grace is free, and entirely controlled by Him, independently 
of any priests and privileged people. He dispenses it according to His own wise 
and Holy Will and Plan; and to His Grace there is no limit. 



re>*ss>- 



58. 



Al Mujadilah (The Woman who Pleads) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. Allah has indeed heard (and accepted) the statement 
of the woman who pleads(5330) with thee concerning 
her husband and carries her complaint (in prayer) to 
Allah, and Allah (always) hears the arguments 
between both(5331) sides among you: for Allah hears 
and sees (all things). 

5330 The immediate occasion was what happened to Khawlah bint Thalabah, 
wife of Aws son of Samit. Though in Islam, he divorced her by an old Pagan 
custom: the formula was known as Zihar, and consisted of the words "Thou art to 
me as the back of my mother". This was held by Pagan custom to imply a divorce 
and freed the husband from any responsibility for conjugal duties, but did not 
leave the wife free to leave the husband's home, or to contract a second marriage. 
Such a custom was in any case degrading to a woman. It was particularly hard on 
Khawlah, for she loved her husband and pleaded that she had little children who 
she had no resources herself to support and whom under Ziliaihev husband was 
not bound to support. She urged her plea to the Prophet and in prayer to Allah. 
Her just plea was accepted, and this iniquitous custom, based on false words, was 
abolished. See also n. 3670 to 33:4. 

5331 For He is a just God, and will not allow human customs or pretences to 
trample on the just rights of the weakest of His creatures. 

2. If any men among you divorce their wives by 
Zihar(5332) (calling them mothers), they cannot be 
their mothers: None can be their mothers except those 
who gave them birth. And in fact they use words 
(both) iniquitous(5333) and false: but truly Allah is 
one that blots out(5334) (sins), and forgives (again 
and again). 

5332 Seen. 5330 above. 

5333 Such words are false in fact and iniquitous, inasmuch as they are unfair to 

the wife and unseemly in decent society. 



5334 Cf. 4:99 and 22:60. Were it not that Allah in His Mercy makes allowances 
for our weaknesses and the various grades of motives that actuate us, such conduct 
would be inexpiable. But He prescribes expiation as in fire next verse, because He 
wishes to blot out what is wrong and give us a chance to reform by His forgiveness. 

3. But those who divorce their wives by Zihar, then wish 
to go back(5335) on the words they uttered,- (It is 
ordained that such a one) should free a slave before 
they touch each other: Thus are ye admonished to 
perform: and Allah is well-acquainted with (all) that 
ye do. 

5335 If Zihar were to be ignored as if the words were never uttered, it would mean 
that men may foolishly resort to it without penalty. It is therefore recognised in 
respect of the penalty which the man incurs, but safeguards the woman's rights. 
She can sue for maintenance for herself and her children, but her husband could 
not claim his conjugal rights. If it was a hasty act and he repented of it, he could 
not claim his conjugal rights until after the performance of his penalty as provided 
below. If she loved him, as in Khawlah's case, she could also herself sue for 
conjugal rights in the legal sense of the term and compel her husband to perform 
the penalty and resume marital relations. 

4. And if any has not (the wherewithal), (5336) he 
should fast for two months consecutively before they 
touch each other. But if any is unable to do so, he 
should feed sixty indigent ones. (5337) This, that ye 
may show your faith in Allah(5338) and His 
Messenger. Those are limits (set by) Allah. For those 
who reject (Him), there is a grievous Penalty. (5339) 

5336 Cf. 4:92. The penalty is: to get a slave his freedom, whether it is your own 
slave or you purchase his freedom from another; if that is not possible, to fast for 
two months consecutively {in the manner of the Ramadan fast); if diat is not 
possible, to feed sixty poor. See next note. 

5337 There is a great deal of learned argument among the jurists as to the precise 
requirements of Canon Law under the term "feeding" die indigent For example, it 
is laid down that half a Sa' oi wheat or a full Sa 'of dates or their equivalent in 
money would fulfil the requirements, a Sa ' being a measure corresponding 
roughly to about 9 lbs. of wheat in weight. Others hold that a Mudd measure 
equivalent to about 2 1/4 lbs. would be sufficient. This would certainly be nearer 
the daily ration of a man. It is better to take the spirit of the text in its plain 
simplicity, and say that an indigent man should be given enough to eat for two 
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meals a day. The sixty indigent ones fed for a day would be equivalent to a single 
individual fed for sixty days, or two for thirty' days, and so on. But there is no need 
to go into minutiae in such matters. 

5338 These penalties in the alternative are prescribed, that we may show our 
repentance and Faith and our renunciation of "iniquity and falsehood" {verse 2 
above), whatever our circumstances may be. 

5339 It would seem that this refers to the spiritual Penalty in the Hereafter for not 
complying with the small penally here prescribed. The next verse would then refer 
to the bigger "humiliating Penalty'" for "resistance" to Allah's Law generally. 

5. Those who resist Allah and His Messenger will be 
humbled to dust, as were those before them: for We 
have already sent down Clear Signs. And the 
Unbelievers (will have) a humiliating Penalty, - 

6. On the Day that Allah will raise them all up (again) 
and show them the Truth (and meaning)(5340) of 
their conduct. Allah has reckoned its (value), though 
they may have forgotten it, for Allah is Witness to all 
things. 

5340 This phrase, "Allah will tell them the truth of their deeds (or their doings or 
their conduct)" occurs frequendy. See 5:48, n. 762; 5:105, n. 811; 6:60; 9:94; etc. 
In this life there is a certain mist or illusion in our spiritual sight We see things 
from different angles and dispute about them; we hide real motives, and pretend 
to virtues which we do not possess; others may attribute such virtues to us, and we 
may come to believe it ourselves; we conceive likes and hatreds on insufficient 
grounds; we forget what we should remember, and remember what we should 
forget Our \ision is narrow, and our values are false. On the Day of Account all 
this will be remedied. Not only will true values be restored, but we shall ourselves 
see the inwardness of things in our own lives, which we never saw before. 

7. Seest thou not that Allah doth know (all) that is in the 
heavens and on earth? There is not a secret 
consultation between three, but He makes the fourth 
among them, -(5341) Nor between five but He makes 
the sixth,- nor between fewer nor more, but He is in 
their midst, wheresoever they be: In the end will He 
tell them the truth of their conduct, on the Day of 
Judgment. For Allah has full knowledge of all things. 

5341 Secrecy is a relative and limited term among ourselves. There is nothing 
hidden or unknown to Allah. Usually secrecy implies fear or distrust, plotting or 
wrongdoing. But all is open before Allah's sight. 

8. Turnest thou not thy sight towards those who were 
forbidden secret counsels(5342) yet revert to that 
which they were forbidden (to do)? And they hold 
secret counsels among themselves for iniquity and 
hostility, and disobedience to the Messenger. And 
when they come to thee, they salute thee,(5343) not 
as Allah salutes thee, (but in crooked ways): And they 
say to themselves, "Why does not Allah punish us for 
our words?"(5344) Enough for them is Hell: In it will 
they burn, and evil is that destination! 

5342 When the Muslim Brotherhood was acquiring strength in Madinah, and the 
forces of disruption were being discomfited in open fight against the Messenger of 
Righteousness, the wicked resorted to duplicity' and secret intrigues, in which the 
ringleaders were the disaffected Jews and the Hypocrites, whose machinations 
have been frequendy referred to in the Qur'an. E.g., see 2:8-16; and 4:142-145. 

5343 The salutation of Allah was {and is) "Peace!" But the enemies, who had not 
the courage to fight openly often twisted the words, and by using a word like Sam, 
which meant "Death!" or "Destruction!" instead of Salami (Peace!), they thought 
they were secredy venting their spite and yet apparendy using a polite form of 
salutation. Cf. 2:104, and n. 107, where another similar trick is exposed. 

5344 The enemies derisively enjoyed their trick (see last note) according to their 
own perverted mentality. They asked blasphemously, "Why does not Allah punish 
us?" The answer is given; there is a Punishment, far greater than they imagine; it 
will come in good time; it will be the final Punishment after Judgement: it is 
delayed in order to give them a chance of repentance and reformation. 

9. O ye who believe! When ye hold secret counsel, do it 
not for iniquity and hostility, and disobedience to the 



Prophet; but do it for righteousness and self- 
restraint;(5345) and fear Allah, to Whom ye shall be 
brought back. 

5345 Ordinarily secrecy implies deeds of darkness, something which men have to 
hide; see the next verse. But there are good deeds which may be concerted and 
done in secret e.g., charity, or the prevention of mischief, or the defeat of the 
dark plots of evil. The determining factor is the motive. Is the man doing some 
wrong or venting his spite, or trying to disobey a lawful command? Or is he doing 
some good, which out of modesty or self-renunciation he does not want known, or 
is he in a righteous cause defeating the machinations of Evil, which may involve 
great sacrifice of himself? 

10. Secret counsels are only (inspired) by the Evil One, in 
order that he may cause grief to the Believers; but he 
cannot harm them in the least, except as(5346) Allah 
permits; and on Allah let the Believers put their trust. 

5346 Evil can harm no one who is good, except insofar as (1) there is some 
question of trial in Allah's Universal Plan, or (2) what appears to be harm may be 
real good. Nothing happens without Allah's will and permission. And we must 
always trust Him, and not our cleverness or any adventitious circumstances that 

draw us the least bit from the path of rectitude. 

11. O ye who believe! When ye are told to make room in 
the assemblies,(5347) (spread out and) make room: 
(ample) room will Allah provide for you. And when ye 
are told to rise up,(5348) rise up Allah will rise up, to 
(suitable) ranks (and degrees), those of you who 
believe and who have been granted (mystic) 
Knowledge. (5349) And Allah is well- acquainted with 
all ye do. 

5347 Even when a great man or a Leader comes into an Assembly, we are not to 
press forward without discipline, as it causes inconvenience to him and detriment 
to public business. Nor are we to shut out other people who have equal rights to 
be in the Assembly. We must spread out, for Allah's earth is spacious, and so are 
our opportunities. 

5348 Rising up is a mark of respect. Just as those who obey soon become worthy 
of command, so those who honour where honour is due, become themselves 
worthy of honour, in various degrees according to their capacities. "Rise up" may 
also here imply: 'when the Assembly is dismissed, do not loiter about'. 

5349 Faith makes all people equal in the Kingdom of Allah , as regards the 
essentials of citizenship in the Kingdom. But there is leadership, and rank and 
degree, joined with greater or less responsibility, and that depends on true 
knowledge and insight (R). 

12. O ye who believe! When ye consult the Messenger in 
private,(5350) spend something in charity before your 
private consultation. That will be best for you, and 
most conducive to purity (of conduct). (5351) But if ye 
find not (the wherewithal), Allah is Oft- Forgiving, 
Most Merciful. 

5350 In the Kingdom of Allah all instruction or consultation is open and free. But 
human nature is weak. And people want special instruction or private consultation 
with the Teacher from one of several motives: (1) they may have, or think they 
have, a special case, which they are not willing to disclose to their brethren in 
general; (2) they may have some sense of delicacy or dignity, which can only be 
satisfied by a private interview; (3) they may even be selfish enough to want to 
monopolise the Teacher's time. These motives are, in an ascending order, worth 
discouraging; and yet, considering the weakness of human nature, they cannot be 
reprobated to the extent of shutting out then \ictims from chances of 
improvement. It is therefore recommended that they spend something in charity 
for the good of their poorer brethren before they indulge in such weaknesses. 

5351 The charity' is a sort of expiation for their pardonable weakness. Having 
made some monetary sacrifice for their poorer brethren they could face them with 
less shame, and the charity would direct their attention to the need for purifying 
their motives and conduct At the same time, this special charity is not made 
obligatory, lest such persons should be shut out altogether from chances of the 
higher teaching on account of their pardonable foibles. 

13. Is it that ye are afraid of spending sums(5352) in 
charity before your private consultation (with him)? 
If, then, ye do not so, and Allah forgives you, then (at 
least) establish regular prayer; practise(5353) regular 
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charity; and obey Allah and His Messenger. And Allah 
is well-acquainted with all that ye do. 

5352 Note the plural here, Sadaqat, instead of the singular, Sadaqah in verse 12 

above. While people with the foibles described in n. 5350 may be willing to spend 
"something" (small) in charity for a special consultation occasionally, they may be 
frightened of spending large sums when their needs for consultation may be 
numerous. What is to be done then? Are they to be shut out altogether? No. 
They are asked to be punctilious in the discharge of their normal duties of at least 
normal regular prayers and regular charity, "if Allah forgives you", i. e., if Allah's 
Messenger relieves them of further special contributions such as those noted in 
verse 12. This condition, "if Allah forgives you", provides the safeguard against the 
abuse of the privilege. The messenger would know in each case what is best for 
the individual and for the community. 

5353 Zakah, which I have translated "regular charity", was instituted about A.H. 2. 

14. Turnest thou not thy attention to those(5354) who 
turn (in friendship) to such as have the Wrath of Allah 
upon them?(5355) They are neither of you nor of 
them, and they swear to falsehood knowingly. (5356) 

5354 This refers to the Hypocrites of Madinah who pretended to be in Islam but 

intrigued with the Jews. See references as given in n. 5342 above. 

5355 By this time the Jews of Madinah and the Jewish tribes around had become 
actively hostile to Islam, and were being sharply called to account for their 
treachery. 

5356 They knew that as Muslims their duty was to refrain from the intrigues of the 
enemies of Islam and to assist Islam against them. 

15. Allah has prepared for them a severe Penalty: evil 
indeed are their deeds. 

16. They have made their oaths a screen (for their 
misdeeds): thus they obstruct (men)(5357) from the 
Path of Allah, therefore shall they have a humiliating 
Penalty. 

5357 A false man, by swearing that he is true, makes his falsehood all the more 
heinous. He stands in the way of other people accepting Truth. He gives a handle 
to the cynics and the sceptics. 

17. Of no profit whatever to them, against Allah, will be 
their riches(5358) nor their sons: they will be 
Companions of the Fire, to dwell therein (for aye)! 

5358 They may arrogantly boast of riches and alliances and followers in 
manpower. But what are such worldly advantages before the Throne of the 
Disposer of all events? They must come to utter misery. 

18. One day will Allah raise them all up (for Judgment): 
then will they swear to Him(5359) as they swear to 
you: And they think that they have something (to 
stand upon). No, indeed! they are but liars! 

5359 When Judgement is established, and before they realise the Truth, they may 
think {as now) that some oaths or excuses will save them. But they have not now- 
much less will they have then-aiiy footing to stand upon. Falsehood is falsehood, 
and must perish. They must learn the worthlessness of their falsehood. 

19. The Evil One has got the better of them:(5360) so he 
has made them lose the remembrance of Allah. They 



are the Party of the Evil One. Truly, it is the Party of 
the Evil One that will perish! 

5360 Man's original nature as created by Allah is good (30:30, and n. 3541). It is 
because man, in spite of the warnings he has received, allows Evil to get the 
mastery over him, that man forgets Allah and the divine qualities which Allah gave 
him. The result of the perversion is that man becomes a partisan of Evil, and as 
such dooms himself to perdition (see also n. 3556). 

20. Those who resist Allah and His Messenger will be 
among those most humiliated. (5361) 

5361 There are various degrees of humiliation in the final state in the spiritual 
world. But the worst is the humiliatioii of being numbered among those who 
ignominiously attempted to resist the Irresistible. 

21. Allah has decreed: "It is I and My messengers who 
must prevail": For Allah is One full of strength, able to 
enforce His Will. (5362) 

5362 For the meaning of 'Aziz, see n. 2818 to 22:40. 

22. Thou wilt not find any people who believe in Allah 
and the Last Day, loving those who resist Allah and 
His Messenger, even though they were their fathers or 
their sons,(5363) or their brothers, or their kindred. 
For such He has written Faith(5364) in their hearts, 
and strengthened them with a spirit(5365) from 
Himself. And He will admit them to Gardens beneath 
which Rivers flow, to dwell therein (for ever). Allah 
will be well pleased with them, and they with 
Him. (5366) They are the Party(5367) of Allah. Truly it 
is the Party of Allah that will achieve Felicity. 

5363 If anyone believes in Allah and His goodness and justice, and in the 
Hereafter, in which all true values will be restored he will never love evil or 
wrongdoing or rebellion against Allah, even if these things are found in his nearest 
kith and kin. 

5364 Faith in Allah is indelibly written on the tablets of their hearts and they can 
never be false to Allah. 

5365 Cf, 2:87 and 253, where it is said that Allah strengthened the Prophet Jesus 
with the Holy Spirit Here we learn that all good and righteous men are 
strengthened by Allah with the Holy Spirit. If anything, the phrase used here is 
stronger, "a spirit from Himself. Whenever anyone offers his heart in faith and 
purity to Allah, Allah accepts it, engraves that Faith on the seeker's heart, and 
further fortifies him with the divine spirit, which we can no more define 
adequately than we can define in human language the nature and attributes of 
Allah. 

5366 Again we have the doctrine of Allah's Good Pleasure as the highest goal of 
man, the spiriuial heaven which he achieves by a life of purity and faith. He not 
only attains Allah's Good Pleasure as the crown of his felicity, but his own nature 
is so far transformed to the pattern of Allah's original creation that his own good 
pleasure is in nothing but in Allah's Good Pleasure. The mutual good pleasure 
shows the heights to which man can attain. (R). 

5367 This is in antithesis to the Party of the Evil One, mentioned in verse 19 
above. That Party of Evil will perish, but while it has its run in the scheme of the 
present world, the Party of Truth and Reality may be Figuratively called the Party 
of Allah, even though all Creation is Allah's in another sense. 
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59. 



Al Hashr(The Mustering) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. Whatever is in the heavens and on earth, let it declare 
the Praises and Glory(5368) of Allah, for He is the 
Exalted in Might, the Wise. 

5368 This verse, introducing the Surah is identical with 57:1, introducing S. 57. 
The theme of both is the wonderful working of Allah's Plan and Pro\idence . In 
the one case it referred to the conquest of Makkah and taught the lesson of 
humility. In diis case it refers to the dislodgement of the treacherous Banu al 
Nadir from their nest if intrigue in the neighbourhood of Madman, practically 
without a blow. See next note. 

2. It is He Who got out the Unbelievers among the 
People of the Book(5369) from their homes at the first 
gathering (of the forces). Little did ye think that they 
would get out:(5370) And they thought that their 
fortresses would defend them from Allah. But the 
(Wrath of) Allah Came to them from quarters(5371) 
from which they little expected (it), and cast terror 
into their hearts, so that they destroyed their 
dwellings by their own(5372) hands and the hands of 
the Believers, take warning, then, O ye with eyes (to 
see)! 

5369 This refers to the Jewish tube of Banu al Nadir whose intrigues and 
treachery nearly undid die. Muslim cause during the perilous days of the battle 
Uhud in Shawwal, A.H. 3. Four months after, hi Rabi' al Awwal, A.H. 4, steps 
were taken against them. They were asked to leave the strategic position which 
they occupied, about three miles south of Madinah, endangering the very 
existence of the Ummah in Madman. At first they demurred, relying on their 
fortresses and on their secret alliances with the Pagans of Makkah and the 
Hypocrites of Madinah. But when the Muslim army was gathered to punish them 
and actually besieged them for some days, their allies stirred not a finger in their 
aid, and they were wise enough to leave. Most of them joined their brethren in 
Syria , which they were permitted to do, after being disarmed. Some of them 
joined their brethren in Khaybar: see n. 3705 to 33:27. Banu al Nadir richly 
deserved punishment, but their lives were spared, and they were allowed to carry 
away their goods and chattels. 

5370 That is, without actual hostilities, and the shedding of precious Muslim 
blood. 

5371 They had played a double game. Originally they were sworn allies of the 
Madinah Muslims under the Prophet, but they secredy intrigued with the Makkah 
Pagans under Abu Sufyan and the Madinah Hypocrites. They even tried 
treacherously to take the life of the Prophet while he was on a \isit to them, 
breaking both the laws of hospitality and their own sworn alliance. They thought 
the Pagan Quraysh of Makkah and the Hypocrites of Madinah would help them, 
but they did not help them. On the contrary the eleven day siege showed them 
their own helplessness. Then supplies were cut off: the exigencies of the siege 
necessitated the destruction of their oudying palm trees; and the unexpected turn 
in their fortunes disheartened diem. Their hearts were struck with terror and they 
capitulated. But they laid waste then homes before they left: see next note. 

5372 Then lives were spared, and they were allowed ten days in which to remove 
themselves, then families, and such goods as they could carry. In order to leave no 
habitations for the Muslims they demolished their own houses and laid waste then 
property, to complete the destruction which the operations of war had already 
caused at the hands of the besieging force of the Muslims. 

3. And had it not been that Allah had decreed 
banishment for them, (5373) He would certainly have 
punished them in this world: And in the Hereafter they 
shall (certainly) have the Punishment of the Fire. 

5373 Banishment was a comparatively mild punishment for them, but the 
Pro\idence of Allah had decreed that a chance should be given to them even 
though they were a treacherous foe. Within two years, their brethren the Banu 
Qurayzah showed that they had not profited by then example, and had to be dealt 
with in another way: see 33:26 and notes. 



4. That is because they resisted Allah and His Messenger, 
and if any one resists Allah, (5374) verily Allah is 
severe in Punishment. 

5374 The punishment of Banu al Nadir was because in breaking then plighted 
word with the Messenger and in actively resisting Allah's Message and supporting 
the enemies of that Message, they rebelled against His Holy Will. For such 
treason and rebellion the punishment is severe, and yet in this case it was 
seasoned with Mercy. 

5. Whether ye cut down (O ye Muslim!) The tender palm- 
trees, or ye left them standing on their roots, it 
was(5375) by leave of Allah, and in order that He 
might (5376) cover with shame the rebellious 
transgresses. 

5375 The unnecessary cutting down of fruit trees or destruction of crops, or any 
wanton destruction whatever m war, is forbidden by die law and practice of Islam. 
But some destruction may be necessary for putting pressure on the enemy, and to 
that extent it is allowed. But as far as possible, consistendy with that objective of 
military operations, such trees should not be cut down. Both these principles are 
in accordance with the Divine Will, and were followed by the Muslims in then 
expedition. 

5376 The arrogance of Banu al Nadir had to be humbled, and their power for 
mischief destroyed. 

6. What Allah has bestowed on His Messenger (and 
taken away) from them - for this ye made no 
expedition with either cavalry or camelry:(5377) but 
Allah gives power to His messengers over any He 
pleases: and Allah(5378) has power over all things. 

5377 Neither cavalry nor troops mounted on camels were employed m the siege. 
In fact the enemy surrendered at the first onset. See 59:2, and n. 5369 above. 

5378 Allah accomplishes His Purpose in various ways, according to His Wise and 
Holy Will and Plan. In some cases a fight is necessary. In some cases the godly 
attain their objective and overawe the forces of e\il without actual fighting. 

7. What Allah has bestowed(5379) on His Messenger 
(and taken away) from the people(5380) of the 
townships,- belongs to Allah,- to His Messenger(5381) 
and to kindred and orphans, the needy and the 
wayfarer; In order that it may not (merely) make a 
circuit between the wealthy among you. So take what 
the Messenger assigns to you, and deny yourselves 
that which he withholds from you.(5381-A) And fear 
Allah, for Allah is strict in Punishment. 

5379 The Jews had originally come from outside Arabia , and seized on the land 
near Madinah. They refused to adapt themselves to the people of Arabia , and 
were m fact a morn in the side of the genuine Arabs of Madinah. Their 
dispossession is therefore a restoration of die land to its original people. But the 
word Fa'is here understood in a technical sense, as meaning property abandoned 
by the enemy or taken from him without a formal war. In that sense it is 
distinguished from Anfal, or spods, taken after actual fighting, about which see 8:1, 
41. 

5380 The people of the townships: the townships were the Jewish sedements 
round Madinah, of Banu al Nadir and possibly of other tribes. Cf. the "townships" 
mentioned m 59:14 below. The reference cannot be to Wadi al Qura ( Valley of 
Towns ), now Mada'm Sahh, which was subjugated after Khaybar and Fadak in 
A.H. 7, unless this verse is later than the rest of die Surah. 

5381 Belongs to Allah: i.e., to Allah's Cause; and the beneficiaries are further 
detailed. No shares are fixed; they depend upon circumstances, and are left to the 
judgement of the Leader. Compare a similar list of those entitled to Chanty, m 
2:177, but the two lists refer to different circumstances and have different benefi- 
ciaries m addition to the portion common to both. 

5381 -A Alternatively diese words may be translated: "So take what the Messenger 
gives you, and refrain from what he prohibits you". [Eds.]. 
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8. (Some part is due) to the indigent Muhajirs,(5382) 
those who were expelled from their homes and their 
property, while seeking Grace from Allah and (His) 
Good Pleasure, and aiding Allah and His Messenger, 
such are indeed the sincere ones:- 

5382 The Muhajhs are those who forsook their homes and property in Makkah 
in order to assist the Prophet in his migration to Madinah (Hijrah). Their devotion 
and sincerity were proved beyond doubt by their self-denial, and they were now to 
be rewarded. 

9. But those who before them, had homes(5383) (in 
Medina) and had adopted the Faith,- show their 
affection to such as came to them for refuge, and 
entertain no desire in their hearts for things given to 
the (latter), but give them preference over 
themselves, even though poverty was their (own lot). 
And those saved from the covetousness of their own 
souls,- they are the ones that achieve prosperity. 

5383 This refers to the Aiisar (tire Helpers), the people of Madmah, who 
accepted Islam when it was persecuted in Makkah, and who imited the Prophet to 
join them and become then" Leader in MadTnah. The Hijrah was possible 
because of their good will and their generous hospitality'. They entertained the 
Prophet and all the refugees (Muhajirs) who came with him. The most remarkable 
ties of full brotherhood were established between individual members of the one 
group and the other. Until the Ummah got its own resources, the Helpers 
regularly gave and the Refugees regularly received. The Helpers counted it a 
pri\ilege to entertam the Refugees, and even the poor \ied with the rich in their 
spirit of self-sacrifice. When the confiscated land and property of Banu Nadir was 
di\ided, and the major portion was assigned to the refugees, there was not the least 
jealousy on the part of the Helpers. They rejoiced in the good fortune of their 
brethren. And incidentally they were themselves relieved of anxiety and 
responsibility on their behalf. 

10. And those who came(5384) after them say: "Our 
Lord! Forgive us, and our brethren who came before 
us into the Faith, and leave not, in our hearts, rancour 
(or sense of injury)(5385) against those who have 
believed. Our Lord! Thou art indeed Full of Kindness, 
Most Merciful." 

5384 Those that came after them: the immediate meaning would refer to later 
arrivals in Madinah or later accessions to Islam, compared with the early Muhajhs. 
But the general meaning would mclude all future comers into the House of Islam. 
They pray, not only for themselves, but for all their brethren, and above all, they 
pray that their hearts may be purified of any desire or tendency to disparage the 
work or virtues of other Muslims or to feel any jealousy on account of their 
successes or good fortune. 

5385 Cf. 7:43, and n. 1021. 

11. Hast thou not observed the Hypocrites say to their 
misbelieving brethren among the People of the Book? 
-(5386) "If ye are expelled, we too will go out with 
you, and we will never hearken to any one in your 
affair; and if ye are attacked (in fight) we will help 
you". But Allah is witness(5387) that they are indeed 
liars. 

5386 The Jews of Banu al Nadir had been assured by the Hypocrites of Madinah 
of their support to then" cause. They had thought that their defection from the 
Prophet's Cause would so weaken that cause that they would save their friends. 
But they never intended to undertake any act involving self-sacrifice on their part; 
if they had helped their Jewish friends, it was not likely that they would have 
succeeded; and if they had actually gone to the fight, they had neither valour nor 
fervour to support them, and they would have fled ignomiuiously before the 
discipline, earnestness, and Faith of the men of Islam. 

5387 For this actually happened. They never stirred a finger for the Jews, and they 
never intended to do so. And Allah knows all their motives and secrets: cf. 47:26, 
n. 4850. 

12. If they are expelled, never will they go out with 
them; and if they are attacked (in fight), they will 
never help them; and if they do help them, they will 
turn their backs; so they will receive no help. (5388) 



5388 All hopes founded on iniquity and treachery are vain and illusory. There 
may be honour among thieves. But there is no honour as between dishonest 
intriguers, and they are not likely to get any real help from any quarter. 

13. Of a truth ye are More feared in their hearts, then 
Allah. (5389) This is because they are men devoid of 
understanding. 

5389 Being Unbelievers they fear you more than they fear Allah, because your 
valour they see, but in Allah they do not believe. An alternative construction 
would yield the meaning: "Ye Muslims, even if ye are weak numerically, or they 
may have other seeming advantages, ye are really stronger than they are, because 
they have a wholesome fear in the minds, and Allah sends such fear into the 
hearts of wrongdoers!" (R). 

14. They will not fight you (even) together, except in 
fortified townships, or from behind walls. (5390) 
Strong is their fighting (spirit) amongst themselves: 
thou wouldst think they were united, but their hearts 
are divided:(5391) that is because they are a people 
devoid of wisdom. 

5390 They have not sufficient self-confidence or elan to sustain them in a fight 
except under material advantages or defences. Even if they join forces, they have 
not sufficient trust in each other to expose themselves to open fighting. 

5391 'It may be that they have a strong fighting spirit among themselves, but they 
have no Cause to fight for and no common objective to achieve. The Makkan 
Pagans want to keep their own unjust autocracy; the Madinah Hypocrites wish for 
their own domination in Madinah; and the Jews want their racial superiority 
established over the Arabs, of whose growing union and power they are jealous.' 
Their pretended alliance could not stand the strain of either a defeat or a victory. 
If they had been wise, they would have accepted the Cause of Unity, Faith, and 
Truth. 

15. Like those who lately(5392) preceded them, they 
have tasted the evil result of their conduct; and (in the 
Hereafter there is) for them a grievous Penalty;- 

5392 The immediate reference was probably to the Jewish goldsmith tribe of 
Banu Qaynuqa', who were also settled in a fortified township near Madinah. They 
were also punished and banished for their treachery, about a month after the 
battle of Badr, in which the Makkan Pagans had suffered a signal defeat, in 
Shawwal, A.H. 2. Banu al Nadir evidently did not take that lesson to heart. The 
general meaning is that we must learn to be on our guard against the consequences 
of treachery and sin. No fortuitous alliances with other men of iniquity will save 



16. (Their allies deceived them), like the Evil One, when 
he says to man, "Deny Allah.: but when(5393) (man) 
denies Allah, (the Evil One) says, "I am free of thee: I 
do fear Allah, the Lord of the Worlds!" 

5393 An apt simile. Evil tempts man in all sorts of ways, and presents seductive 
promises and alliances to delude him into the belief that he will be saved from the 
consequences. The Evil One says, "Deny Allah": which means not merely denial 
in words, but denial in acts— disobedience of Allah's Law, deviation from the path 
of rectitude. When the sinner gets well into the mire, the Evil One says cynically: 
"How can I help you against Allah? Don't you see I am afraid of Him? All our 
alliances and understandings were moonshine. You must bear the consequences 
of your own folly." 

17. The end of both will be that they will go into the Fire, 
dwelling therein for ever. Such is the reward of the 
wrong-doers. 

18. O ye who believe! Fear Allah, (5394) and let every 
soul look to what (provision) it has(5394) sent forth 
for the morrow. Yea, fear Allah. (5395-A) for Allah is 
well-acquainted with (all) that ye do. 

5394 The "fear of Allah" is akin to love; for it means the fear of offending Him or 
doing anything wrong that will forfeit His Good Pleasure. This is Taqwa, which 
implies self-restraint, guarding ourselves from all sin, wrong, and injustice, and the 
positive doing of good. See 2:2, and n. 26. 

5394 The "fear of Allah" is akin to love; for it means the fear of offending Him or 
doing anything wrong that will forfeit His Good Pleasure. This is Taqwa, which 
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implies self-restraint, guarding ourselves from all sin, wrong, and injustice, and the 
positive doing of good. See 2:2, and n. 26. 

5395-A The repetition emphasises both sides of Taqwa: "let your soul fear to do 
wrong and let it do every act of righteousness; for Allah observes both your inner 
motives and your acts, and in His scheme of things everything will have its due 

consequences. 

19. And be ye not like those who forgot Allah;(5396) and 
He made them forget their own souls! Such are the 
rebellious transgressors! 

5396 To forget Allah is to forget the only Eternal Reality. As we are only reflected 
realities, how can we understand or do justice to or remember ourselves, when we 
forget the very source of our being? (R). 

20. Not equal are the Companions of the Fire and the 
Companions of the Garden: it is the Companions of the 
Garden, that will achieve Felicity. (5397) 

5397 The others, the Companions of the Fire, will find their lives wasted and 
nullified. Their capacities will be rendered inert and their wishes will end in 
futility. 

21. Had We sent down this Qur'an on a mountain, (5398) 
verily, thou wouldst have seen it humble itself and 
cleave(5399) asunder for fear of Allah. Such are the 
similitudes which We propound to men, that they may 
reflect. 

5398 There are two ideas associated in men's minds with a mountain: one is its 
height, and the other that it is rocky, stony, hard. Now comes the metaphor. The 
Revelation of Allah is so sublime that even the highest mountains humble 
themselves before it. The Revelation is so powerful and convincing that even the 
hard rock splits asunder under it. Will man then be so arrogant as to consider 
himself superior to it, or so hardhearted as not to be affected by its powerful 
Message? The answer is n No n for unspoilt man; 'Yes" for man when degraded by 
sin to be the vilest of creatures. 

5399 Cf. 7:143, and n. 1 103, where, in the story of Moses, die Mount became as 
dust "when the Lord manifested His Glory". Also Cf. 33:72, and n. 3778, where 
the mountains are mentioned as an emblem of stability, but as refusing to accept 
the Trust { Amanah) because they felt themselves to be too humble to be equal to 
such a tremendous Trust. (R). 

22. Allah is He, than Whom there is no other god;-(5400) 
Who knows (all things) both secret and open; He, 
Most Gracious, Most Merciful. 

5400 Here follows a passage of great sublimity, summiiig up the attributes of 

Allah. In this verse, we have the general attributes, which give us the fundamental 
basis on which we can form some idea of Allah. We start with die proposition that 
there is nothing else like Him. We think of His Unity; all the varying and 
conflicting forces in Creation are controlled by Him and look to Him, and we can 
never get a true idea of Him unless we understand die meaning of Unity. His 
knowledge extends to everything seen and unseen, present and future, near and 
far, in being and not in being: in fact these contrasts, which apply to our 
knowledge, do not apply to Him. His Grace and His Mercy are unbounded: see 
1:1, and n. 19; and unless we realise these, we can have no true conception of our 
position in the working of His Will and Plan. (R). 

23. Allah is He, than Whom there is no other god;-(5401) 
the Sovereign, the Holy One, the Source of Peace (and 



Perfection), the Guardian of Faith, the Preserver of 
Safety,(5402) the Exalted in Might, the Irresistible, 
the Supreme:(5403) Glory to Allah. (High is He) above 
the partners(5404) they attribute to Him. 

5401 This phrase is repeated from the last verse in order to lead us to the 
contemplation of some other attributes of Allah, after we have realised those 
which form our fundamental conceptions of Allah. See the precedmg and the 
following note. 

5402 How can a translator reproduce the sublimity and die comprehensiveness of 
the magnificent Arabic words, which mean so much in a single symbol? (1) "The 
Sovereign" in our human language implies the one undisputed authority which is 
entitled to give commands and to receive obedience, and which in fact receives 
obedience; the power which enforces law and justice. (2) Human authority may be 
misused, but in the tide "die Holy One", we postulate a Being free from all stain or 
evil, and replete with the highest Purity. (3) "Salam "has not only the idea of Peace 
as opposed to Conflict, but wholeness as opposed to defects: hence our 
paraphrase "Source of Peace and Perfection". (4) Mu'niin, one who entertains 
Faidi, who gives Faith to others, who is never false to the Farth that others place in 
him; hence our paraphrase "Guardian of Faith". (5) "Preserver of Safety": guarding 
all from danger, corruption, loss, etc.: the word is used for the Qur'an in 5:48. 
These are the attributes of kindness and benevolence: in the next note are 
described the attributes of power. 

5403 See last note. (6) Allah is not only good, but He can carry out His Will. (7) 
And if anything resists or opposes Him, His Will prevails. (8) For He is Supreme, 
above all tilings and creatures. Thus we come back to tile Unity with which we 
began in verse 22. 

5404 Such being Allah's attributes of Goodness and Power, how foolish is it of 
men to worship anything else but Him? Who can approach His glory and 
goodness? 

24. He is Allah, the Creator, (5405) the Evolver, the 
Bestower of Forms(5406) (or Colours). To Him 
belong(5407) the Most Beautiful Names: whatever is 
in the heavens and on earth, doth declare His Praises 
and Glory:(5408) and He is the Exalted in Might, the 
Wise. 

5405 Allah's attributes of Goodness and Power having been referred to, we are 
now told of His creative energy, of which three aspects are here mentioned, as 
explained in the following note. The point is emphasised that He does not merely 
create and leave alone; He goes on fashioning, evolving new forms and colours, 
and sustaining all the energies and capacities which He has put into His Creation, 
according to various laws which He has established. 

5406 The act or acts of creation have various aspects, and the various words used 
in this connection are summarised in n. 120 to 2:117, as supplemented by n. 916 
to 6:94 and n. 923 to 6:98. Khalaqa is die general term for creation, and the 
Author of all Creation is Khaliq. B ara'a implies a process of evolving from 
previously created matter or state: the Author of this process is Bah , die Evolver. 
Sawwara implies giving definite form or colour, so as to make a thing exacdy 
suited to a given end or object: hence the tide Musaxwvir, Bestower of Forms or 
Colours: for this shows the completion of the visible stage of creation. 

5407 Cf. 7:180. n. 1154; and 17:110, n. 2322. 

5408 Thus the argument of the Surah is rounded off on the same note as was 
struck at the begimiiiig, 59:1. The first verse and the last verse of the Surah are the 
same, except as regards the tense of the verb sabbaha. In the first verse it is the 
optative form of the preterite sabbaha: let everything declare the Glory of Allah'. 
After the illustrations given, the declaratory form of the aorist is appropriate, 
yusabbihu: "everything doth declare the Glory of Allah". 
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60. 



Al Mumtahinah (That Which Examines) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. O ye who believe! Take not my enemies and yours as 
friends (or protectors),- offering them(5409) (your) 
love, even though they have rejected the Truth that 
has come to you, and have (on the contrary) driven 
out the Prophet and yourselves (from your homes), 
(simply) because ye believe in Allah your Lord!(5410) 
If ye have come out to strive in My Way and to seek 
My Good Pleasure, (take them not as friends), holding 
secret converse of love (and friendship) with them: 
for I know full well all that ye conceal and all that ye 
reveal. And any of you that does this has strayed from 
the Straight Path. 

5409 The immediate occasion for this was a secret letter sent by one Hatib, a 
Muhapi; from Madiiiah, to the Pagans atMakkah, in most friendly terms, seeking 
for their protection on behalf of his children and relatives left behind in Makkah. 
The letter was intercepted, and he confessed the truth. He was forgiven as he told 
the truth and his motive did not appear to be heinous, but this instruction was 
given for future guidance. This was shortly before the conquest of Makkah, but 
the principle is of universal application. You cannot be on terms of secret intimacy 
with the enemies of your Faith and people, who are persecuting your Faith and 
seeking to destroy your Faith and you. You may not do so even for the sake of 
your relatives as it compromises the life and existence of your whole community. 

5410 Such was the position of the Muslim community in Madmah after the Hijrah 
and before the conquest of Makkah. 

2. If they were to get(5411) the better of you, they 
would behave to you as enemies, and stretch forth 
their hands and their tongues against you for evil: and 
they desire that ye should reject the Truth. 

5411 Besides the question of your fidelity to your own people, even your own 
selfish interests require you to beware of secret intrigues with the enemies. They 
will welcome you as cat's paws. But what will happen when they have used you and 
got the better of you and your people? Then they will show you their hand. And a 
heavy hand it will be! Not only will they injure you with their hands but with their 
tongues! The only words they will use for you will be "Traitors to their own"! If 
they intrigue with you now, it is to pervert you from the path of truth and 
righteousness and to win you over to their evil ways. 

3. Of no profit to you(5412) will be your relatives and 
your children on the Day of Judgment: He will judge 
between you: for Allah sees well all that ye do. 

5412 The plea of children and relatives (see n. 5409 above) will be no excuse for 
treachery when the Day of Judgement comes. Your children and family will not 
save you. The Judgement will be in the hands of Allah, and He has full knowledge 
of all your overt and hidden acts and motives. 

4. There is for you an excellent example (to follow) in 
Abraham and those with him, (5413) when they said to 
their people: "We are clear of you and of whatever ye 
worship besides Allah, we have rejected you, and 
there has arisen, between us and you, enmity(5414) 
and hatred for ever,- unless ye believe in Allah and 
Him alone": But not when Abraham said to his father: 
"I will pray for forgiveness(5415) for thee, though I 
have no power (to get) aught on thy behalf from 
Allah." (They prayed): "Our Lord!(5416) in Thee do we 
trust, and to Thee do we turn in repentance: to Thee is 
(our) Final Goal. 



5413 See 9:114. Abraham was tender-hearted, and loyal to his father and his 
people. He warned them against idolatry and sin, and prayed for his father, but 
when his father and his people became open enemies of Allah, Abraham entirely 
dissociated himself from them, and left his home, his father, his people, and his 
country. Those with him were his belie\Tiig wife and nephew Lut and any other 
Believers that went into exile with him. 

5414 The enemies of Allah are enemies of the righteous, and they hate the 
righteous. Therefore the righteous must cut themselves off eternally from them, 
unless they repent and come back to Allah. In that case they receive Allah's mercy 
and are entitled to all the rights of love and brotherhood. This shows that our 
detestation is for evil, not for men as such so long as there is a chance for 
repentance. See also verse 7 below. But we must give no chance to Evil for 
workmg e\il on our Brotherhood at any time. 

5415 Refer again to 9:114. n. 1365: and n. 5413 above. Abraham's conduct is not 
condemned: it was a special case, and is not to be imitated by weaker men, who 
may fall into sin by thinking too much of sinners. 

5416 This prayer indicates what our attitude should be. We must trust to Allah, 
and not to Allah's enemies to protect and befriend ourselves, our families, or 
those near and dear to us. 

5. "Our Lord! Make us not a (test and) trial(5417) for the 
Unbelievers, but forgive us, our Lord! for Thou art the 
Exalted in Might, the Wise." 

5417 In n. 1198 to 8:25, 1 have explained the shades of meaning in the word 
Fitiiah. In 2: 1 02 Harut and Marut were a trial to test the righteous who trusted in 
Allah from the unrighteous who resorted to e\il and superstition. Here the prayer 
to Allah is that we should be saved from becoming so weak as to tempt the 
Unbelievers to try to attack and destroy us. 

6. There was indeed in them(5418) an excellent example 
for you to follow,- for those whose hope is in Allah and 
in the Last Day. But if any turn away, truly Allah is 
Free of all(5419) Wants, Worthy of all Praise. 

5418 In them: i.e., in their attitude of prayer and reliance on Allah, and of 
dissociation from evil. 

5419 If anyone rejects Allah's Message or Law, the loss is his own. It is not Allah 
Who needs him or his worship or his sacrifice or his praise. Allah is mdependent 
of all wants, and His attributes are inherently deserving of all praise, whether the 
wicked give such praise or not, in word or deed. 

7. It may be that Allah will grant love (and 
friendship)(5420) between you and those whom ye 
(now) hold as enemies. For Allah has power (over all 
things); And Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

5420 Apparent religious hatred or enmity or persecution may be due to ignorance 
or over-zeal in a soul, which Allah will forgive and use eventually in His service, as 
happened in the case of 'Umar, who was a different man before and after his 
conversion. As stated in n. 5414 above, we should hate e\il, butnotmen as such. 

8. Allah forbids you not, with regard to those who fight 
you not for (your) Faith nor drive you out of your 
homes, from dealing kindly and justly(5421) with 
them: for Allah loveth those who are just. 

5421 Even with Unbelievers, unless they are rampant and out to destroy us and 
our Faith, we should deal kindly and equitably, as is shown by our Prophet's own 
example. 

9. Allah only forbids you, with regard to those who fight 
you for (your) Faith, and drive you out of your homes, 
and support (others) in driving you out, from turning 
to them (for friendship and protection). It is such as 
turn to them (in these circumstances), that do wrong. 
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10. O ye who believe! When there come to you believing 
women refugees,(5422) examine (and test) them: 
Allah knows best as to their Faith: if ye 
ascertain(5423) that they are Believers, then send 
them not back to the Unbelievers. They are not lawful 
(wives) for the Unbelievers, nor are the (Unbelievers) 
lawful (husbands) for them. But pay the Unbelievers 
what they have spent (on their dower), and there will 
be no blame on you if ye marry them(5424) on 
payment of their dower to them. But hold not to the 
guardianship of(5425) unbelieving women: ask for 
what ye have spent on their dowers, and let the 
(Unbelievers) ask for what they have spent (on the 
dowers of women who come over to you). Such is the 
command of Allah. He judges (with justice) between 
you. And Allah is Full of Knowledge and Wisdom. 

5422 Under the treaty of Hudaybiyah [see Introduction to S. 48, paragraph 4, 
condition (3)], women under guardianship (including married women), who fled 
from Quraysh in Makkah to the Prophet's protection atMadinah were to be sent 
back. But before this Ayah was issued, Qurash had already broken the treaty, and 
some instruction was necessary as to what the Madinah Muslims should do in 
those circumstances. Muslim women married to Pagan husbands in Makkah were 
oppressed for their Faith, and some of them came to Madinah as refugees. After 
this, they were not to be returned to the custody of their Pagan husbands at 
Makkah, as the marriage of belie\ing women with non-Muslims was held to be 
dissolved if the husbands did not accept Islam. But in order to give no suspicion 
to the Pagans that they were badly treated as theylost the dower they had given on 
marriage, that dower was to be repaid to the husbands. Thus helpless women 
refugees were to be protected at the cost of the Muslims. 

5423 The condition was that they should be Muslim women. How were the 
Muslims to know? A non-Muslim woman, in order to escape from her lawful 
guardians in Makkah, might pretend that she was a Muslim. The true state of her 
mind and heart would be known to Allah alone. But if the Muslims, on an 
examination of the woman, found that she professed Islam, she was to have 
protection. The examination would be directed (among other things) to the points 
mentioned in verse 12 below. 

5424 As die marriage was held to be dissolved (see n. 5422 above), there was no 
bar to the remarriage of the refugee Muslim woman with a Muslim man on the 
payment of the usual dower to her. 

5425 Uiibelie\Tiig women in a Muslim society would only be a clog and a 
handicap. There would be neither happiness for them, nor could they conduce in 
any way to the healthy life of the society in which they lived as aliens. They were to 
be sent away, as their marriage was held to be dissolved; and the dowers paid to 
them were to be demanded from the guardians to whom they were sent back, just 
as in the contrary scase the dowers of believing women were to be paid back to 
their Pagan ex-husbands (n. 5422 above). 

11. And if any of your wives deserts you to the 
Unbelievers,(5426) and ye have an accession (by the 
coming over of a woman from the other side), then 
pay to those whose wives have deserted the 
equivalent of what they had spent (on their dower). 
And fear Allah, in Whom ye believe. 

5426 A very unlikely contingency, considering how much better position the 
women occupied in Islam than under Pagan custom. But all contingencies have to 
be provided for equitably in legislation. If a woman went over to the Pagans, her 
dower would be recoverable from the Pagans and payable to the deserted 
husband. If a woman came over from the Pagans, her dower would be payable to 
the Pagans. Assuming that the two dowers were equal, the one would be set off 
against the other as between the two communities; but within tire communities the 



deserted individual would be compensated by the individual who gains a wife. If 
the dowers were unequal, the balance would be recoverable as between the 
communities, and the adjustment would then be made as between the individuals. 
In practice the common Fund compensated the deserted husband in anticipation 
of any necessary adjustments. 

12. O Prophet!(5427) When believing women come to 
thee to take the oath of fealty to thee, that they will 
not associate in worship any other thing whatever 
with Allah, that they will not steal, that they will not 
commit adultery (or fornication), that they will not kill 
their children, that they will not utter slander, 
intentionally forging Falsehood^ 54 27-A) and that 
they will not disobey thee in any just matter,- then do 
thou receive their fealty, and pray to Allah(5428) for 
the forgiveness (of their sins): for Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

5427 Now come directions as to the points on which women entering Islam 
should pledge themselves. Similar points apply to men, but here the question is 
about women, and especially such as were likely, in those early days of Islam, to 
come from Pagan society into Muslim society in the conditions discussed in notes 
5422 and 5423 above. A pledge on these points would search out their real 
motives; (1) to worship none but Allah; (2) not to steal; (3) not to indulge in sex 
outside the marriage tie; (4) not to commit infanticide; (the Pagan Arabs were 
prone to female infanticide); (5) not to indulge in slander or scandal; and (6) 
generally, to obey loyally the law and principles of Islam. The last was a 
comprehensive and sufficient phrase, but it was good to indicate also the special 
points to which attention was to be directed in those special circumstances. 
Obedience was, of course, to be in all things just and reasonable: Islam requires 
strict discipline but not slavishness. (R). 

5427-A "That they will not utter slander, intentionally forging falsehood": Literally, 
". . . nor produce any he that they have devised between their hands and feet". 
These words mean that they should not falsely attribute the paternity of their 
illegitimate children to their lawful husbands thereby adding to the monstrosity of 
their original sin of infidelity. [Eds.]. 

5428 If pledges are sincerely given for future conduct, admission to Islam is open. 
If there is anything in the past, for which there is evidence of sincere repentance, 
forgiveness is to be prayed for. Allah forgives in such cases: how can man refuse to 
give such cases a real chance? 

13. O ye who believe! Turn not (for friendship) to people 
on whom is the Wrath of Allah, (5429) of the Hereafter 
they are already in despair, just as the Unbelievers are 
in despair about those (buried) in graves. (5430) 

5429 So we come back to the theme with which we started in this Surah: that we 
should not turn for friendship and intimacy to those who break Allah's Law and 
are outlaws in Allah's Kingdom. The various phases of this question, and the 
legitimate qualifications, have already been mentioned, and the argument is here 
rounded off. Cf, also 58:14. 

5430 The Unbelievers, who do not believe in a Future Life, can therefore have no 
hope beyond this life. Miserable indeed is this life to them; for the ills of this life 
are real to them, and they can have no hope of redress. But such is also the state 
of others-people of the Book or not-who wallow in sin and incur the divine 
Wrath. Even if they believe in a Future Life, it can only be to them a life of 
horror, punishment, and despair. For those of Faith tire prospect is different. 
They may suffer in this life, but this life to them is only a fleeting shadow that will 
soon pass away. The Reality is beyond; there will be full redress in the Beyond, 
and Achievement and Felicity as they can scarcely conceive of in the terms of this 
life. 
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61 . Al Saff (The Battle Array) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. Whatever is(5431) in the heavens and on earth, let it 
declare the Praises and Glory of Allah, for He is the 
Exalted in Might, the Wise. 

5431 This verse is identical with 59:1. The latter illustrated the theme of the 
wonderful working of Allah's providence in defeating the wiles of His enemies. 
Here the same theme is illustrated by showing the need of unshaken discipline if 
we are to receive the help of Allah. 

2. O ye who believe! Why say ye that which ye do 
not?(5432) 

5432 At Uhud there was some disobedience and therefore breach of discipline. 
People had talked much, but had failed to back up their resolution in words with 
firmness in action. See n. 442 to 3:121. But on all occasions when men's deeds are 
not commensurate with then" words, their conduct is odious in the sight of Allah, 
and it is only due to Allah's Mercy if they are saved from disaster. 

3. Grievously odious is it in the sight of Allah that ye say 
that which ye do not. 

4. Truly Allah loves those who fight in His Cause in battle 
array, as if (5433) they were a solid cemented 
structure. 

5433 A battle array, in which a large number of men stand, march, or hold 
together against assault as if they were a solid wall, is a striking example of order, 
discipline, cohesion, and courage. A solid cemented structure is even a better 
simile than the usual "solid wall" as the "structure" or building implies a more 
diversified organisation held together in unity and strength, each part contributing 
strength in its own way, and the whole held together not like a mass but like a 
li\ing organism. tXalso 37:1 and n. 4031. 

5. And remember, Moses said(5434) to his people: "O 
my people! why do ye vex and insult me, though ye 
know that I am the messenger of Allah (sent) to you?" 
Then when they went wrong, (5435) Allah let their 
hearts go wrong. For Allah guides not those who are 
rebellious transgressors. 

5434 The people of Moses often rebelled against him, vexed his spirit, and 
insulted him. See 33:69. n. 3774, and {in the Old Testament) Num 12:1-15. They 
did it not through ignorance, but from a selfish, perverse, and rebellious spirit, for 
which they received punishment. The Ummah of Islam should remember and 
take note of it, and should avoid any deviation from the Law and Will of Allah. 

5435 The sinner's own will deviates, i.e., goes off from the right way, and he does 
wrong. That means that he shuts off Allah's grace, Allah then, after the sinner's 
repeated rebellion, withdraws the protecting Grace from him, and the sinner's 
heart is tainted: there is "a disease in his heart", which is the centre of his being: his 
spiritual state is ruined. Allah's guidance is withdrawn from him. 

6. And remember, Jesus, the son of Mary, said: "O 
Children of Israel! I am the messenger of Allah (sent) 
to you, (5436) confirming (543 7) the Law (which 
came) before me, and giving Glad Tidings of a 
Messenger to come after me, whose name shall be 
Ahmad. "(5438) But when he came to them with Clear 
Signs,(5439) they said, "this is evident sorcery!" 

5436 The mission of Jesus was to his own people, the Jews. Cf. Matt 10:5-6. See 
also Matt 15:24: "I am not sent but to the lost sheep of Israel ;" also Matt. 15:26: 
"It is not meet to take the children's bread, and to cast it to the dogs." 

5437 a: Matt 5:17. 



5438 "Ahmad", or "Muhammad", the Praised One, is almost a translation of the 
Greek word Periclytos. In the present Gospel of John, 14:16, 15:26, and 16:7, the 
word "Comforter" in the English version is for the Greek word "Paracletos", which 
means "Advocate", "one called to the help of another, a kind friend", rather than 
"Comforter". Our doctors contend that Paracletos is a corrupt reading for 
Periclytos, and that in their original saying of Jesus there was a prophecy of our 
Prophet Ahmad by name. Even if we read Paraclete, it would apply to the 
Prophet, who is "a Mercy for all creatures" (21:107) and "most land and merciful 
to the Believers" (9:128). See also n. 416 to 3:81. 

5439 Our Prophet was foretold in many ways; and when he came, he showed 
forth many Clear Signs, for his whole life from beginning to end was one vast 
miracle. He fought and won against odds. Without learning from men he taught 
the highest wisdom. He melted hearts that were hard, and he strengthened hearts 
that were tender and required support. In all his sayings and doings men of 
discernment could see the working of Allah's hand; yet the ignorant Unbelievers 
called it all Sorcery! -called that unreal which became the most solid fact of human 
history! 

7. Who doth greater wrong than one who invents 
falsehood against Allah, even as he is being 
invited(5440) to Islam? And Allah guides not those 
who do wrong. 

5440 It is wrong in any case to uphold falsehoods and debasing superstitions, but 
it is doubly wrong when these are put forward in rivalry or opposition to the light 
of eternal Unity and Harmony which is Islam. See C. 7-11. Allah sends His 
guidance freely, but withdraws His Grace from those who wilfully do wrong. 

8. Their intention is to extinguish Allah. s Light (by 
blowing) with their mouths: (5441) But Allah will 
complete (the revelation of) His Light, even though 
the Unbelievers may detest (it). 

5441 Allah's Light is unquenchable. A foolish, ignorant person who thinks of 
extinguishing it is like a rustic who wants to blow out electric light as he might blow 
out a rush candle! With their mouths also implies the babble and cackle of 
Ignorance against Allah's Truth. The more the foolish ones try to quench Allah's 
Light, the clearer it shines, to shame them! 

9. It is He Who has sent His Messenger with Guidance 
and the Religion of Truth, that he may proclaim it over 
all religion, (5442) even though the Pagans may detest 
(it). 

5442 Over all religion:, in the singular: not over all other religions, in the plural. 
There is really only one true Religion, the Message of Allah, submission to the 
Will of Allah: this is called Islam. It was the religion preached by Moses and 
Jesus; it was the religion of Abraham, Noah, and all the prophets, by whatever 
name it may be called. If people corrupt that pure light, and call their religions by 
different names, we must bear with them, and we may allow the names for 
convenience. But Truth must prevail over all. See also 9:33, n. 1290, and 48:28, n. 
4912. 

10. O ye who believe! Shall I lead you to a bargain(5443) 
that will save you from a grievous Penalty?- 

5443 Tijarali: bargain, trade, traffic, transaction: something given or done, in 
return for something which we desire to get What we give or do on our part is 
described in verse 11 below, and what we get is described in verse 12. It is truly a 
wonderful bargain: what we are asked to give is so little; what we are promised in 
return is so much. There comes Allah's unbounded Bounty and Munificence. Cf. 
also 9:1 1 1, where the bargain is stated in another way. 

11. That ye believe in Allah and His Messenger, and that 
ye strive (your utmost) in the Cause of Allah, with 
your property and your persons: That will be best for 
you, if ye but knew! (5444) 

5444 It would indeed be a great and wonderful bargain to give so little and get so 

much, if we only knew and understood the comparative value of things-die 
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sacrifice of our fleeting advantages for forgiveness, the love of Allah, and eternal 
bliss. 

12. He will forgive you your sins, and admit you to 
Gardens beneath which Rivers flow, and to beautiful 
mansions in Gardens of Eternity: that is indeed the 
Supreme Achievement. 

13. And another (favour will He bestow,) which 
ye(5445) do love,- help from Allah and a speedy victory. 
So give the Glad Tidings to the Believers. 

5445 The supreme Achievement has already been mentioned, viz.: the Gardens 
of Eternity in the Presence of Allah. But lest that seem too remote or abstract for 
the understanding of men not spiritually advanced, another type or symbol or 
metaphor is mentioned which the men who first heard this Message could at once 
understand and appreciate -"which ye do love": \iz.: Help and Victory. For all 
striving in a righteous Cause we get Allah's help: and however much the odds 
against us may be, we are sure of victory with Allah's help. But all life is a striving 
or struggle-the spiritual life even more than any other; and the filial victory there is 
the same as the Garden of Eternity . 

14. O ye who believe! Be ye helpers of Allah:(5446) As 
said Jesus the son of Mary,(5447) to the Disciples, 
"Who will be my helpers to (the work of) Allah." Said 
the disciples, "We are Allah. s helpers!" then a portion 
of the Children of Israel believed, and a portion 
disbelieved: But We gave power to those who 
believed, against their enemies, and they became the 
ones that prevailed. (5448) 



5446 If we seek Allah's help, we must first help Allah's Cause, i.e., dedicate 
ourselves to Him entirely and without reserve. This was also the teaching of Jesus, 
as mentioned in this verse. As found in the New Testament, the metaphor used is 
that of the Cross. "Then said Jesus to his disciples, if any man will come after me, 
let him deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow me." (Matt. 16:24). 

5447 See 3:52, and n. 392; and for the Biblical reference, see the last note. The 
names of the twelve Disciples will be found in Matt 10:2-4. 

5448 A portion of the Children of Israel -the one that really cared for the Truth- 
believed in Jesus and followed his guidance. But the greater portion of them were 
hard hearted, and remained in their beaten track of formalism and false racial 
pride. The majority seemed at first to have the upper hand when they thought 
they had crucified Jesus and killed his Message. But they were soon brought to 
their senses. Jerusalem was destroyed by Titus in A.C. 70 and the Jews have been 
scattered ever since. "The Wandering Jew" has become a byword in many 
literatures. On the other hand, those who followed Jesus permeated the Roman 
Empire, brought many new races within their circle, and through the Roman 
Empire, Christianity became the predominant religion of the world until the 
advent of Islam. So is it promised to the people of Islam: they must prevail if they 
adhere to the Truth. Badr (A.H. 2) was a landmark against Pagan Arabia: 
Qadisiyah (A.H. 14) and Madain (A.H. 16) against the might of Persia: Yarmuk 
(A.H. 15) against the might of the Byzantine Empire in Christian Syria; and 
Heliopolis (A.H. 19) against the same Empire in Christian Egypt and Africa. 
These were symbols in external events. The moral and spiritual landmarks are 
less tangible, and more gradual, but none the less real. Mark how the arrogance 
and power of Priesthood have been quelled; how superstition and belief in blind 
Fate have been checked; how the freedom of human individuals has been 
reconciled with the sanctity of marriage in the Law of Divorce, how the mil 
position of women has been raised; how temperance and sobriety have been 
identified with religion; what impetus has been given to knowledge and 
experimental science; and how economic reconstruction has been pioneered by 
rational schemes for the expenditure and distribution of wealth. 
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62. 



Al Jumu'ah (Friday) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. Whatever is in the heavens and on earth, doth 
declare(5449) the Praises and Glory of Allah,- the 
Sovereign, (5450) the Holy One, the Exalted in Might, 
the Wise. 

5449 See n. 5408 to 59:24, where I have explained the difference in signification 
between sabbaha and yusabbihu. The latter form is used here to express an actual 
fact. 'Everything declares the Praises and Glory of Allah, because Allah's mercies 
extend to all His creatures: He sends His Revelation for the benefit of the ignorant 
and unlettered as well as for those who have learning in their midst, especially as 
the latter are apt, by the very weight of their ponderous learning, to miss the real 
point and spirit of Allah's Message.' 

5450 See 59:23, and n. 5402. Here we have two of the divine attributes repeated 
from 59:23 and two from the end of 59:24, implying a reminiscence of all the 
beautiful divme attributes mentioned in that passage. 

2. It is He Who has sent amongst the Unlettered(5451) a 
messenger from among themselves, to rehearse to 
them His Signs,(5452) to sanctify them, and to 
instruct them in Scripture(5453) and Wisdom, - 
although(5454) they had been, before, in manifest 
error;- 

5451 The Unlettered: as applied to a people, it refers to the Arabs, in comparison 
with the People of the Book, who had a longer tradition of learning, but whose 



failure is referred to in verse 5 below. As applied to individuals, it means that 
Allah's Revelation is for the benefit of all men, whether they have worldly learning 
or not 

5452 His Signs: Allah's wonderful Signs in His Creation and in His ordering of the 
world. It may include the Verses of the Quran, but they are more specifically 
referred to as "Scripture" in the next hiie but one. 

5453 Cf. 2:129, and n. 129. Read again the attributes in the last verse. Allah is full 
Sovereign, and therefore cares for all His subjects, including the meanest and 
most ignorant, and sends His prophets or messengers to them. He is the Holy 
One, and therefore purifies and sanctifies those who were steeped in superstition 
and wickedness. He is Exalted in Power, and therefore He can confer all these 
blessings on the most unlikely people (verse 3), and no one can stay His hand. He 
is wise, and therefore He instructs in wisdom, both through written Scriptures, and 
in other ways, e.g., by means of a knowledge of life and its laws, and an 
understanding of His wonderful universe. 

5454 Previous ignorance or error is no bar to a person or nation receiving the 
blessings of Allah's revelation, provided such person or nation has the will to come 
to Allah and the capacity to bear His Message. For an instance of incapacity 
through arrogance, see verse 6 below. For some remarks on the Arabs as vehicles 
of the new Light, see. C. 12-15. 

3. As well as (to confer all these benefits upon) others of 
them, (5455) who have not already joined them: And 
He is exalted in Might, Wise. 

5455 Others of them: refers to other persons or peoples who may be ignorant, 
i.e., other than those among whom the Prophet came as a messenger. In other 
words his Message is for his Arab people and his non-Arab contemporaries as 
well as those who live in other ages, and have no personal contact with him or his 
Companions. 
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4. Such is the Bounty of Allah, which He bestows on 
whom He will:(5456) and Allah is the Lord of the 
highest bounty. 

5456 That is, according to His wise Will and Plan, and also as a result of His 
unbounded generosity to all. 

5. The similitude of those who were charged with the 
(obligations of the) Mosaic Law, but who subsequently 
failed in those (obligations), is that of a donkey(5457) 
which carries huge tomes (but understands them not). 
Evil is the similitude of people who falsify the Signs of 
Allah, and Allah guides not people who do wrong. 

5457 The Children of Israel were chosen as special vehicles for Allah's Message 
early in history. When then descendants corrupted the Message and became 
guilty of all abominations agamst which prophets like Isaiah inveighed with such 
zeal and file, they merely became like beasts of burden that carry learning and 
wisdom on then backs but do not understand or profit by it. 

6. Say: "0 ye that stand on Judaism!(5458) If ye think 
that ye are friends to Allah, to the exclusion of (other) 
men, then express your desire for Death, if ye are 
truthful!"(5459) 

5458 Standing on Judaism is a very different thing from following the Law and 
Will of Allah. An arrogant claim to be a chosen people, to be the exclusive 
possessors of dhine teaching, to be exempt from any punishment for breaches of 
the di\ine law, (Cf. 2:88), is presumptuous blasphemy. It may be Judaism, but it is 
not in the spirit of Moses. 

5459 Cf. 2:94-96. If they claimed to be special friends of Allah, why do they not 
eagerly desire death, which would bring them nearer to Allah? But of all people, 
they are the most tenacious of this life and the good things of this life! And they 
know that their grasping selfish lives have run up a score of sin against them, which 
will meet its recompense. 

7. But never will they express their desire (for Death), 
because of the (deeds) their hands have sent on 
before them! and Allah knows well those that do 
wrong! 

8. Say: "The Death from which ye flee will truly overtake 
you: then will ye be sent back to the Knower of things 
secret and open: and He will tell you (the truth(5460) 
of) the things that ye did!" 

5460 Before Allah's Judgement Seat, when Judgement is established, we shall see 
the full inwardness of all deeds in this world. The veil of illusion and delusion will 
be torn off. All our secret motives will be laid bare. The results of all our little 
plots and plans and then" reactions on our spiritual and eternal welfare will be 
clearly \isible to us. All make-believe will disappear. 

9. O ye who believe! When the call is proclaimed to 
prayer on Friday(5461) (the Day of Assembly), hasten 
earnestly to the Remembrance of Allah, and leave off 



business (and traffic):(5462) That is best for you if ye 
but knew!(5463) 

5461 Friday, is primarily the Day of Assembly, the weekly meeting of the 
Congregation, when we show our unity by sharing in common public worship, 
preceded by a Khutbah, in which the Imam (or Leader) reviews the week's 
spiritual life of the Community and offers ad\ice and exhortation on holy living. 
Notice the gradations of social contact for Muslims if they followed the wise 
ordinances of their Faith. (1) Each individual remembers Allah for himself or 
herself five or more times everyday in the home or place of business, or local 
mosque, or open air, as the case may be. (2) On Friday in every week there is a 
local meeting in the central mosque of each local centre-it may be a \illage, or 
town, or ward of a big city. (3) At the two Ids every year, there is a large local area 
meeting in one centre. (4) Once at least in a lifetime, where possible, a Muslim 
shares in the vast international assemblage of the world, in the centre of Islam, at 
the Makkan Pilgrimage. A happy combination of decentralisation and 
centralisation, of individual liberty and collective meeting, and contact at various 
stages or grades. The mechanical part of this ordinance is easy to carry out. Are 
we carrying out the more difficult part? -the spirit of unity, brotherhood, mutual 
consultation, and collective understanding and action? (R). 

5462 The idea behind the Muslim weekly "Day of Assembly" is different from that 
behind the Jewish Sabbath (Saturday) or the Christian Sunday. The Jewish 
Sabbath is primarily a commemoration of Allah's ending His work and resting on 
the seventh day (Gen. 2:2; Exod. 20:11): we are taught that Allah needs no rest, 
nor does He feel fatigue (2:255). The Jewish command forbids work on that day 
but says nothing about worship or prayer (Exod. 20:10); our ordinance lays chief 
stress on the remembrance of Allah. Jewish formalism went so far as to kill the 
spirit of the sabbath, and call forth the protest of Jesus: "the sabbath was made for 
man, and not man for the sabbath" (Mark, 2:27). But the Christian Church, 
although it has changed the day from Saturday to Sunday, has inherited the Jewish 
spmt: witness the Scottish Sabbath; except insofar as it has been secularised. Our 
teaching says: 'When the time for J umu'ah Prayer comes, close your business and 
answer the summons loyally and earnestly, meet earnesdy, pray, consult and learn 
by social contact when the meeting is over, scatter and go about your business'. 

5463 The immediate and temporal worldly gain may be the ultimate and spiritual 
loss, and vice versa. 

10. And when the Prayer is finished, then may ye 
disperse through the land, and seek of the Bounty of 
Allah, and celebrate the Praises of Allah often (and 
without stint): that ye may prosper. (5464) 

5464 Prosperity is not to be measured by wealth or worldly gains. There is a 
higher prosperity the health of the mind and the spirit 

11. But when they see some bargain or some 
amusement, they disperse headlong to it, and leave 
thee standing. Say: "The (blessing) from the Presence 
of Allah is better than any amusement or bargain! and 
Allah is the Best to provide (for all needs). "(5465) 

5465 Do not be distracted by the craze for amusement or gain. If you lead a 
righteous and sober life, Allah will provide for you in all senses, better than any 
provision you can possibly think of. 
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63. 



Al Munafiqun (The Hypocrites) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. When the Hypocrites(5466) come to thee, they say, 
"We bear witness that thou art indeed the Messenger 
of Allah." Yea, Allah knoweth that thou art indeed His 
Messenger, and Allah beareth witness that the 
Hypocrites are indeed liars. 

5466 The hypocrite element, if one exists in any society, is a source of weakness 
and a danger to its health and its very existence. When the Prophet came to 
Madinah in Hijrah, his arrival was welcome to all the patriotic citizens: it not only 
united them in common life and healed their old differences, but it brought hon- 
our and light to them in the person of the greatest living Teacher of Truth. But 
there were some baser elements filled with envy. Such hopes as they had 
entertained of attaining power and leadership by playing on the animosities of the 
factions were now dashed to the ground. They now began to work underground. 
For fear of the majority they dared not oppose the new growing Brotherhood of 
Righteousness. They tried to undermine it by intriguing secredy with its enemies 
and swearing openly its loyalty to the Prophet They were thoroughly unmasked 
and discredited at the battle of Uhud. See 3:167, and n. 476. 

2. They have made their oaths(5467) a screen (for their 
misdeeds): thus they obstruct (men) from the Path of 
Allah, truly evil are their deeds. 

5467 Cf. 58:16 and n. 5357. When they say that Muhammad is the Prophet of 
Allah, it is Allah's own truth: but what is in their hearts ? Nothing but falsehood. 

3. That is because they believed, then they rejected 
Faith: So a seal was set (5468) on their hearts: 
therefore they understand not. 

5468 Cf, 2:7. Their double-dealing has fogged their understanding. In Arabic the 
heart is taken to be the seat of understanding as well as of affection. 

4. When thou lookest at them, their exteriors(5469) 
please thee; and when they speak, thou listenest to 
their words. They are as (worthless as hollow) pieces 
of timber propped up,(5470) (unable to stand on their 
own). They think that every cry is against 
them. (5471) They are the enemies; so beware of 
them. The curse of Allah be on them! How are they 
deluded (away from the Truth)! 

5469 The Hypocrites at all times are plausible people, and so were the Hypocrites 
of Madinah. They present a fine exterior; they dress well; they can usually afford 
fine equipages; they try to win the confidence of everyone, as they have no 
scruples in telling lies, and apparently expressmg agreement with everyone. Their 
words are fair-spoken, and as truth does not check their tongues, their flattery and 
deception know no bounds. But all this is on the outside. As they have no 
sincerity, nothing that they say or do is worth anything. 

5470 Good timber is strong in itself and can support roofs and buildings. Hollow 
timber is useless, and has to be propped up against other things. The Hypocrites 
are like rotten timber. They have no firm character themselves, and for others 
they are unsafe props to rely upon. 

5471 Their conscience always troubles them. If any cry is raised, they immediately 
get alarmed, and think it is against themselves. Such men are worse than open 



5. And when it is said to them, "Come, the Messenger of 
Allah will pray for your(5472) forgiveness", they turn 
aside their heads, and thou wouldst see them turning 
away their faces in arrogance. 

5472 Even hypocrisy like other sins can be forgiven by repentance and 
amendment, pro\ided there is a will and earnest desire to turn from evil and seek 
the Grace of Allah. In this case there was none. 



6. It is equal to them whether thou pray for their 
forgiveness or not. (5473) Allah will not forgive them. 
Truly Allah guides not rebellious transgressors. 

5473 The stiff-necked rejecters of Allah's Truth have made a wide gulf between 
themselves and Allah's Grace. No prayer for them will help tiiem. In the attitude 
of rebellion and transgression they cannot obtain Allah's forgiveness. 

7. They are the ones who say, "Spend nothing on those 
who are with Allah's Messenger, (5474) to the end that 
they may disperse (and quit Medina)." But to Allah 
belong the treasures of the heavens and the earth; but 
the Hypocrites understand not. 

5474 The Muhajinin, who had come to be with the Prophet in Madinah in exile, 
were received, helped, entertained by the Ansar (Helpers). The Hypocrites in 
Madinah did not like this, and tried in underhand ways to dissuade the good folk 
of Madinah from doing all they could for the exiles. But their tricks did not 
succeed. The small Muslim community grew from strength to strength until they 
were able to stand on their own resources and greatly to augment the resources of 
their hosts as well. It is goodness that produces strength and prosperity, and Allah 
holds the keys of the treasures of man's well-being. It is not for Allah's enemies to 
dole out or withhold the unbounded treasures of Allah. 

8. They say, "If we(5475) return to Medina, surely the 
more honourable (element) will expel therefrom the 
meaner." But honour belongs to Allah and His 
Messenger, and to the Believers; but the Hypocrites 
know not. 

5475 Words of this import were spoken by 'Abd Allah Ibn Ubayy, the leader of 
the Madinah Hypocrites to or about the Exiles, in the course of the expedition 
against the Banu Mustaliq in the fourth or fifth year of the Hijrah. He had hopes 
of leadership which were disappointed by the coming to Madinah of a man far 
greater than he. So he arrogated to himself and his clique the tide of "the more 
honourable (element)" and slightingly spoke of the Emigrants as the "meaner" 
element that had intruded from outside. 

9. O ye who believe! Let not your riches or your children 
divert you from the remembrance of Allah. If any act 
thus, the loss is their own. (5476) 

5476 Riches and human resources of all kinds are but fleeting sources of 
enjoyment. They should not turn away the good man from his devotion to Allah. 
"Remembrance of Allah" includes every act of service and goodness, every kind 
thought and kind deed, for this is the service and sacrifice which Allah requires of 
us. If we fail in this, the loss is our own, not anyone else's: for it stunts our own 
spiritual growth. 

10. and spend something (in charity) out of the 
substance(5477) which We have bestowed on you, 
before Death should come to any of you and he should 
say, "O my Lord! why didst Thou not give me respite 
for a little while? I should then have given (largely) in 
charity, and I should have been one of the doers of 
good". 

5477 "Substance" or "Sustenance", in every sense, literal and metaphorical. 
Whatever good we enjoy comes from Allah, and it is our duty to use some of it in 
the service of others, for that is Charity and the service of Allah. Every unselfish 
act is Chanty. And we must not postpone our good resolutions to the future. 
Death may come suddenly on us, and we cannot then be allowed to plead for 
more time. Every present moment calls urgendy for its good deed. 

11. But to no soul will Allah grant respite(5478) when 
the time appointed (for it) has come; and Allah is well 
acquainted with (all) that ye do. 

5478 When our limited period of probation is over, we cannot justiy ask for more 
time, nor will more time be given to us then. Procrastination is itself a fault, and 
Allah knows every hidden thought and motive in our minds 
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64. 



Al Taghabun (The Mutual Loss and Gain) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



5486 Their obedience is not necessary to Allah, nor will their rejection of Truth 
affect the validity of Truth or injure the progress of Truth. Allah is free of all 
needs or dependence on any circumstance whatever. He sends His Message for 
the good of mankind, and it is man who suffers by ignoring, rejecting, or opposing 



1. Whatever is in the heavens and on earth, doth 
declare(5479) the Praises and Glory of Allah, to Him 
belongs dominion, and to Him belongs praise: and He 
has power over all things. 

5479 Cf. 62:1, and n. 5449. All things by their very existence proclaim the Glory 
and the Praises of Allah. He has dominion over all tilings, but He uses His 
dominion for just and praiseworthy ends. He has power over all things: therefore 
He can combine justice with mercy, and His Plan and Purpose cannot be 
frustrated by the existence of E\il along with Good in His Kingdom. 

2. It is He Who has created you; and of you are some 
that are Unbelievers, and some(5480) that are 
Believers: and Allah sees well all that ye do. 

5480 It is not that He does not see Rebellion and Evil, nor that He cannot punish 
them. He created all things pure and good, and if evil crept in by the grant of a 
limited free will by Him, it is not unforeseen; it is in His wise and universal Plan, 
for giving man a chance of using higher and ever higher. 

3. He has created the heavens and the earth in just 
proportions, and has given you shape,(5481) and 
made your shapes beautiful: and to Him is the final 
Goal. (5482) 

5481 Cf. 40:64, and n. 4440: also 7:11 and n. 996. In addition to the beauty and 
grandeur of all God's Creation, He has endowed man with special aptitudes, 
faculties and capacities, and special excellencies which raise him at his best to the 
position of Allah's vicegerent on earth. "Beautiful" also includes the idea of 
"adapted to the ends for which they were created". 

5482 The filial Goal: not only of mankind, but of all things created, whether 
material or in the realm of ideas and events. All things return to Allah: as they 
derive their origin from Him, so is the return or destination of all of them to 
Allah. 

4. He knows what is in the heavens and on earth; and He 
knows what(5483) ye conceal and what ye reveal: 
yea, Allah knows well the (secrets) of (all) hearts. 

5483 Not only does He create and develop and sustain all things; but all thoughts, 

motives, feelings, ideas, and events are known to Him. Therefore we must not 
imagine that, if some evil seems to go unpunished, it is not known to Him or has 
escaped His notice. His Plan is wise and good in its fullest compass: sometimes we 
do not see its wisdom and goodness because we see only a broken fragment of it, 
as our own intelligence is narrow. 

5. Has not the story reached you, of those who rejected 
Faith aforetime? So they tasted the evil result of their 
conduct;(5484) and they had a grievous Penalty. 

5484 "The evil result of their conduct" begins to manifest itself in this very life, 
either in external events, or in internal restlessness and agonies of conscience. But 
its culminating force will be seen in the "grievous Penalty" of the Hereafter. 

6. That was because there came to them messengers 
with Clear Signs, but they said: "Shall (mere) human 
beings(5485) direct us?" So they rejected (the 
Message) and turned away. But Allah can do without 
(them): and Allah is(5486) free of all needs, worthy of 
all praise. 

5485 This is referred to in a more expanded form in 14:9-1 1. 



7. The Unbelievers think that they will not be raised up 
(for Judgment). (5487) Say: "Yea, By my Lord, Ye shall 
surely be raised up: then shall ye be told (the truth) of 
all that ye did. And that is easy for Allah." 

5487 In other words, they think that there is no future life, and no responsibility 
for our actions beyond what we see in the present life. If that were true, all the 
profits of fraud and roguery, which remain unpunished in this world— and many 
do remain unpunished in this world— will remain with the wicked; and all the 
losses and pain suffered by integrity and righteousness, if they find no 
compensation in this life, will never find any compensation. This would be an odd 
result in a world of justice. We are taught that this is not true— that it is certain that 
the balance will be redressed in a better future world; that there will be a 
resurrection of what we call the dead; and that on that occasion the full import of 
all we did will be made plain to us, and our moral and spiritual responsibility will 
be fully enforced. 

8. Believe, therefore, in Allah and His Messenger, and in 
the Light which We(5488) have sent down. And Allah 
is well acquainted with all that ye do. 

5488 The light which We have sent down: i.e., the light of Revelation; the light of 
conscience, the light of reason, and every kind of true light by which we may know 
Allah and His Will. If we play false with any such lights, it is fully known to Allah. 

9. The Day that He assembles you (all) for a Day of 
Assembly,- that will be a Day of mutual loss(5489) 
and gain (among you), and those who believe in Allah 
and work righteousness,- He will remove from 
them(5490) their ills, and He will admit them to 
Gardens beneath which(5491) Rivers flow, to dwell 
therein for ever: that will be the Supreme 
Achievement. 

5489 The Day of Judgement will truly be "a Day of Mutual Loss and Gain", as the 
title of this Surah indicates. Men who thought they were laying up riches will find 
themselves paupers in the Kingdom of Heaven . Men who thought they were 
acquiring good by wrongdoing will find their efforts were wasted; 18:104. On the 
other hand the meek and lowly of this life will acquire greater dignity and honour 
in the next; the despised ones doing good here will be the accepted ones there; the 
persecuted righteous will be in eternal happmess. The two classes will as it were 
change their relative positions. 

5490 Remove from them their ills. The ills may be sins, faults, mistakes, or evil 
tendencies; Allah will of His grace cover them up, and blot out the account against 
them; or they may be sorrows, sufferings, or disappointments: Allah may even 
change the evil of such persons into good, their apparent calamities into 
opportunities for spiritual advancement; 25:70. This is because of their sincere 
Faith as evidenced by their repentance and amendment. 

5491 "Gardens" the symbol of the highest Bliss, see 2:25, n. 44; 13:35; 47:15. (R). 

10. But those who reject Faith and treat Our Signs as 
falsehoods, they will be Companions of the Fire, to 
dwell therein for aye: and evil is that Goal. 

11. No kind of calamity can occur, except by the leave of 
Allah, and if anyone believes(5492) in Allah, (Allah) 
guides his heart (aright): for Allah knows all things. 

5492 What we consider calamities may be blessings in disguise. Pain in the body 
is often a signal of something wrong, which we can cure by remedial measures. So 
in the moral and spiritual world, we should in all circumstances hold firmly to the 
faith that nothing happens without Allah's knowledge and leave; and therefore 
there must be some justice and wisdom according to His great universal Plan. Our 
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duty is to find out our own shortcomings and remedy them. If we try to do so in 
all sincerity of heart, Allah will give us guidance. 

12. So obey Allah, and obey His Messenger, but if ye turn 
back, the duty of Our Messenger is but to proclaim 
(the Message)(5493) clearly and openly. 

5493 The Messenger comes to guide and teach, not to force and compel. The 
Messenger's teaching is clear and unambiguous, and it is open and free to all. Cf. 
also 5:92. 

13. Allah. There is no god but He: and on Allah, therefore, 
let the Believers put their trust. 

14. O ye who believe! Truly, among your wives and your 
children are (some that are) enemies to(5494) 
yourselves: so beware of them! But if ye forgive and 
overlook, (5495) and cover up (their faults), verily 
Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

5494 In some cases the demand of families, i.e., wife and children may conflict 
with a man's moral and spiritual convictions and duties. In such cases he must 
guard against the abandonment of his convictions, duties, and ideals to their 
requests or desires. But he must not treat them harshly. He must make reasonable 
provision for them, and if they persist in opposing his clear duties and convictions, 
he must forgive them and not expose them to shame or ridicule, while at the same 
time holding on to his clear duty. Such cases occurred when godly men undertook 
exile from their native city of Makkah to follow the Faith in Madmah. In some 
cases then families murmured, but all came right in the end. 

5495 For the different words for "forgiveness" see n. 110 to 2:109. 

15. Your riches and your children may be but a 
trial: (5496) but in the Presence of Allah, is the 
highest, Reward. 

5496 Children may be a tiinl hi many senses: (1) their different ways of looking at 
things may cause you to reflect, and to turn to the highest things of eternal 
importance; (2) their relationship with you and with each other may confront you 
with problems far more complicated than those in separate individual lives, and 
thus become a test of your own strength of character and sense of responsibility; 
(3) their conflict with your ideals (see n. 5494 above) may vex your spirit, but may 
at the same time search out your fidelity to Allah; and (4) their affection for you 
and your affection for them, may be a source of strength for you if it is pure, just 
as it may be a danger if it is based on selfish or unworthy motives. So also riches 
and worldly goods have their advantages as well as dangers. 



16. So fear Allah(5497) as much as ye can; listen and 
obey and spend in charity for the benefit of your own 
souls. (5498) And those saved from the covetousness 
of their own souls,- they are the ones that achieve 
prosperity. (5499) 

5497 Fear Allah combined with as much as you can obviously means: "lead lives 
of self-restraint and righteousness": the usual meaning of Taqwa: see n. 26 to 2:2. 

5498 Chanty is meant to help and do good to other people who need it. But it has 
the highest subjective value for the person who gives it Like mercy "it blesseth him 
that gives and him that takes". It purifies the giver's soul: the affection that he pours 
out is for his own spiritual benefit and progress. Cf. Coleridge: "He prayeth best 
who loveth all things both great and small, for the Great God Who loveth us, 
Who made and loveth all". 

5499 Cf. 59:9. Our worst enemy is within ourselves-the grasping selfishness which 
would deprive others of their just rights or seize things which do not properly 
belong to it. If we can get over this covetous selfishness, we achieve real Prosperity 
injustice and truth. 

17. If ye loan to Allah,(5500) a beautiful loan. He will 
double it to your (credit), and He will grant you 
Forgiveness: for Allah is most Ready to appreciate 
(service), (5501) Most Forbearing, - 

5500 Cf. 2:245 and n. 276. Our Charity or Love is called a loan to Allah, which 
not only increases our credit account manifold, but obtains for us the forgiveness 
of our sins, and the capacity for increased service in the future . 

5501 Cf. 14:5, n. 1877; and 35:30, n. 3917. Allah's appreciation of our service or 
our love goes far deeper than its intrinsic merits or its specific expression on our 
side. His reward is beyond our deserts, and passes over our defects. He judges by 
our motives, which He can read through and through; see next verse. 

18. Knower of what is open. Exalted in Might, Full of 
Wisdom. (5502) 

5502 Allah's Appreciation and Forbearing Kindness can reach so far beyond our 
merits, because (1) His universal knowledge comprehends hidden motives, which 
others cannot see in us; (2) His power is so great that He can afford to reward 
even the unworthy; and (3) His Wisdom is so great that He can turn even our 
weakness into our strength. 



-<c3«e>- 



65. 



Al Talaq (Divorce) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. O Prophet!(5503) When ye do divorce women, (5504) 
divorce them at their prescribed periods,(5505) and 
count (accurately), their prescribed periods: And fear 
Allah your Lord:(5506) and turn them not out of their 
houses, nor shall they (themselves) leave,(5507) 
except in case they are guilty of some open lewdness, 
those are limits set by Allah, and any who 
transgresses the limits of Allah, does verily wrong his 
(own) soul: thou knowest not if perchance Allah will 
bring about thereafter some new situation. (5508) 



5503 Note that in die first instance the Prophet is himself addressed individually, 
as the Teacher and representative of the Community. Then the actual directions: 
"when ye . . .": are addressed to the Community collectively. 

5504 "Of all things permitted by law, Divorce is the most hateful in the sight of 
Allah": see Introduction to this Surah. The general directions and limitations of 
Divorce may be studied in 2:228-232, 236-237, 241, and notes; also 4:35. 

5505 'Iddah, as a technical term in divorce law, is explamed in n. 254 to 2:228. Its 
general meamng is "a prescribed period": m that general sense it is used in 2:185 
for a prescribed period of fasting. 

5506 The prescribed period (see last note) is in the interests of the wife, of the 
husband, of an unborn child (if there is any), and of sex laws in nature, and 
therefore the elementary dictates of refined human society. In English Law the six 
months mterval between the decree msj'and the decree absolute m divorce attains 
the same purpose in a round-about way. The Commentators suggest that the 
divorce should not be pronounced during the courses. Read with 2:222, this 
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implies that any incipient differences between husband and wife should not be 
forced to an issue at a time when sex is least attractive and almost repulsive. 
Everything should be done to strengthen the social and spiritual aspects of 
marriage and keep down stray impulses of animal instinct. The parties are to think 
seriously in a mood of piety, keeping the fear of Allah in their minds. 

5507 As Islam treats the married woman as a full juristic personality in every sense 
of the term, a married woman has a right, in the married state, to a house or 
apartment of her own. And a house or apartment implies the reasonable expenses 
for its upkeep and for her own and her children's maintenance. And this is 
obligatory not only in the married state, but during the ' iddah, which is necessarily 
a most trying period for the woman. During this period she must not only not be 
turned out, but it is not decent for her to leave of her own accord, lest the chances 
of reconciliation should be diminished: see the next note. 

5508 A reconciliation is possible, and is indeed recommended at every stage. The 
first serious differences between the parties are to be submitted to a family council 
on which both sides are represented (4:35); divorce is not to be pronounced when 
mutual physical attraction is at an ebb (n. 5506); when it is pronounced, there 
should be a period of probationary' waiting; dower has to be paid and due 
provision has to be made for many things on equitable terms; every facility has to 
be given for reconciliation till the last moment, and impediments are provided 
against hasty impulse leading to rupture. Thou knowest not if perchance Allah will 
bring about thereafter some new situation. 

2. Thus when they fulfil their term appointed, either take 
them back on equitable terms(5509) or part with 
them on equitable terms; and take for witness two 
persons from among you, endued with justice, and 
establish the evidence(5510) (As) before Allah. Such 
is the admonition given to him who believes in Allah 
and the Last Day. And for those who fear Allah, He 
(ever) prepares(5511) a way out, 

5509 Cf. 2:231. Everything should be done fairly and squarely, and all interests 
should be safeguarded. 

5510 Publicity and the establishment of proper evidence ensure that no one will 
act unjustly or selfishly. All should remember that these are matters of serious 
import, affecting our most intimate lives, and therefore our position in the spiritual 
kingdom. 

5511 In these very delicate and difficult matters, the wisdom of jurists provides a 
less satisfactory solution than a sincere desire to be just and true, which is 
described as the "fear of Allah". Where such a desire exists, Allah often provides a 
solution in the most unexpected ways or from the most unexpected quarters; e.g., 
the worst enemies may be reconciled, or the cry or the smile of an infant baby 
may heal seemingly irreparable injuries or unite hearts seemingly alienated 
forever. And Faith is followed at once by a psychological feeling of rest for the 
troubled spirit 

3. And He provides for him from (sources) he never 
could imagine. And if any one puts his trust in Allah, 
sufficient is (Allah) for him. For Allah will surely 
accomplish his purpose:(5512) verily, for all things 
has Allah appointed a due proportion. 

5512 Our anger and our impatience have to be curbed. Our friends and our 

mates or associates may seem to us ever so weak and unreasonable, and the 
circumstances may be ever so disheartening; yet we must trust in Allah. How can 
we measure our own weakness or perhaps blindness? He knows all. His universal 
Purpose is always good. His Will must be accomplished, and we should wish for 
its accomplishment. His ordering of the universe observes a due, just, and perfect 
proportion. 

4. Such of your women as have passed the age of 
monthly courses, for them the prescribed period, if ye 
have any doubts, is three months, and for those who 
have no courses (it is the same):(5513) for those who 
carry (life within their wombs), their period is until 
they deliver their burdens: and for those who fear 
Allah, He will make their path easy. (5514) 

5513 Cf. 2:228. For normal women, the 'iddah is the three monthly courses after 
separation: if there are no courses or if the courses are in doubt, it is three 
calendar months. By that time it will be clear whether there is pregnancy: if there 
is, the waiting period is still after delivery {see also 2:234). 



5514 Cf. n. 551 1 above. If there is a true and sincere desire to obey the Will of 
Allah and do right the difficulties will vanish, and these delicate matters will be 
setded for the greatest happiness of all. 

5. That is the Command of Allah, which He has sent 
down to you: and if any one fears Allah, He will 
remove his ills, (5515) from him, and will enlarge his 
rewa rd . 

5515 Allah's ordinance is nothing arbitrary. It is to help us, and to lead us on to 
our highest good, temporal and spiritual. If we obey Allah, His wisdom will not 
only solve our difficulties, but it will remove other ills that we may have, subjective 
and objective. like a good shepherd, He will lead us on to more and more 
luscious pastures. With each step higher, our position becomes more and more 
sure and our reward more and more precious. 

6. Let the women live (in iddat) in the same style as ye 
live, according to your means: Annoy them not, so as 
to restrict them. (5516) And if they carry (life in their 
wombs), then(5517) spend (your substance) on them 
until they deliver their burden: and if they suckle your 
(offspring), give them their recompense: and take 
mutual counsel together, according to what is just and 
reasonable. And if ye find yourselves(5518) in 
difficulties, let another woman suckle (the child) on 
the (father's) behalf.(5519) 

5516 Cf. n. 5507 above. A selfish man, because he has divorced his wife, may, in 
the probationary period before the divorce becomes absolute, treat her with 
contumely, and while giving her residence and maintenance, may so restrict it as to 
make her life miserable. This is forbidden. She must be pro\ided on the same 
scale as he is, according to his status in life. There is still hope of reconciliation, 
and if not, yet the parting must be honourable. 

5517 If there is a pregnancy, a sacred third life comes on the scene, for which 
there is added responsibility (perhaps added hope for reconciliation) for both 
parents. In any case no separation is possible until after the child is born. Even 
after birth, if no reconciliation between parents is possible, yet for the nursing of 
the child and for its welfare the care of the mother remains the duty of the father, 
and mere must be mutual counsel between him and the mother in all truth and 
sincerity. 

5518 If ye find yourselves in difficulties: e.g., if the mother's milk fails, or if her 
health fails, or if any circumstance arises which bars the natural course of the 
mother nursing her own child. There may be psychological difficulties also. 

5519 That is, the father must stand all expenses, without cutting down the 
reasonable allowance to which the mother is en tided. 

7. Let the man of means spend according to his means: 
and the man whose resources are restricted, let him 
spend according to what Allah has given him. Allah 
puts no burden on any person beyond what He has 
given him. After a difficulty, Allah will soon grant 
relief.(5520) 

5520 We must trust in Allah, and do whatever is possible for us in the interests of 
the young life for which we are responsible. We must not be frightened by 
difficulties. Allah will give us relief and pro\ide a solution if we act with honest 
integrity. Cf. 94:5-6. 

8. How many populations that insolently opposed(5521) 
the Command of their Lord and of His messengers, did 
We not then call to account,- to severe account?- and 
We imposed on them an exemplary 

Punishment. (5522) 

5521 Insolent impiety consists not only in the breach of the rites of religion. Even 
more vital is the defiance of the laws of nature which Allah has made for us. 
These laws, for us human beings include those which relate to our fellow-beings in 
society to whom kindness and consideration form the basis of our social duties. 
Our duties to our families and our children in intimate matters such as were 
spoken of in the last Section, are as important as any in our spiritual life. Peoples 
who forgot the moral law in marriage or family life perished in this world and will 
have no future in the Hereafter. The lessons apply not only to individuals but to 
whole nations or social groups. 

5522 This refers to the present life: apparently the Hereafter is implied in verse 10 
below. 
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9. Then did they taste the evil result of their conduct, 
and the End of their conduct was Perdition. 

10. Allah has prepared for them a severe 
Punishment(5523) (in the Hereafter). Therefore fear 
Allah, O ye men of understanding - who have 
believed!- for Allah hath indeed sent down to you a 
Message,-(5524) 

5523 See last note. 

5524 There is no excuse for us to go astray, seeing that Allah in His infinite Mercy 
has explamed to us His Message by His many Signs around us and clearly by 
means of the human Teachers and Messengers whom He has sent for our 
instruction: see next verse. 

11. An Messenger, who rehearses to you the Signs of 
Allah containing clear explanations, that he may lead 
forth those who believe and do righteous deeds from 
the depths of Darkness(5525) into Light. And those 
who believe in Allah and work righteousness. He will 
admit to Gardens beneath which Rivers flow, to dwell 
therein for ever: Allah has indeed granted for them a 
most excellent Provision. 



5525 Cf. 24:40: the unbelievers' state is Tike the depths of darkness in a vast deep 
ocean, overwhelmed with billow topped by billow, topped by dark clouds; depths 
of darkness, one above another." Cf. 2:257: "Allah is the Protector of those who 
have Faith: from the depths of darkness He will lead diem forth mto light" 

12. Allah is He Who created seven Firmaments(5526) 
and of the earth a similar number. (5527) Through the 
midst of them (all) descends(5528) His Command: 
that ye may know that Allah has power over all things, 
and that Allah comprehends, all things in (His) 
Knowledge. 

5526 "Seven Firmaments." (Cf. 2:29, 17:44, 23:17, 23:86, 51:12, 65:12, 67:3, and 
71:15.) [Eds.]. 

5527 As there are grades one above the other in the spiritual kingdom, there are 
snmlar grades in our life on this earth. If we take the literal meaning-just as we see 
the heavenly spheres one above another, over our heads, so we can see that the 
crust of the earth is built up of geological strata one above another { Cf. n. 5559). 
(R). 

5528 But in all spheres of life and Creation, whatever conception we are able to 
form of them, it is certain that the Command or Law of Allah runs through them 
all, for His knowledge and power extend through all things. 



re*ss>- 



66. 



Al Tahrim (Prohibition) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. O Prophet! Why holdest thou to be forbidden that 
which Allah has(5529) made lawful to thee? Thou 
seekest to please(5530) thy consorts. But Allah is Oft- 
Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

5529 The Prophet's household was not like other households. The Consorts of 
Purity were expected to hold a higher standard in beha\iour and reticence than 
ordinary women, as they had higher work to perform. See n. 3706 to 33:28. But 
they were human beings after all, and were subject to the weaknesses of their sex, 
and they sometimes failed. The behavior of 'Aishah once caused serious 
difficulties: the Prophet's mind was sore distressed, and he renounced the society 
of his wives for some tune. This renunciation seems to be referred to here. The 
situation was none the less difficult for him because she was a daughter of Abu 
Bakr, one of the truest and most intimate of his Companions and lieutenants. The 
commentators usually cite the following incident in connection with the revelation 
of these verses. It is narrated from 'Ai sh ah, the wife of the Prophet (peace be on 
him) by al Bukhaii, Muslim, al Nasai. Abu Dawud and others that the Prophet 
usually visited his wives daily after 'Asr Prayer. Once it so happened that he stayed 
longer than usual at the quarters of Zaynab bint Jahsh, for she had received from 
somewhere some honey which the Prophet liked very much. "At this", says 
'A'ishah, "I feltjealous, and I, Hafsah, Sawdah and Safiyah agreed among ourselves 
that when he \isits us each of us would tell him that a peculiar odour came from 
his mouth as a result of what he had eaten, for we knew that he was particularly 
sensitive to offensive smells". So when wives hinted at it, he vowed that he would 
never again use honey. Thereupon these verses were revealed reminding him that 
he should not declare to himself unlawful that which Allah had made lawful to 
him. The important point to bear in mind is that he was at once rectified by 
revelation, which reinforces the fact that the prophets are always under divine 
protection, and even the slightest lapse on their partis never left uncorrected. (R). 

5530 The tender words of admonition addressed to the Consorts in 33:28-34 
explain the situation far better than any comments can express. If the Prophet had 



been a mere husband in the ordinary sense of the term, he could not have held 
the balance even between his private feelings and his public duties. But he was not 
an ordinary husband, and he abandoned his renunciation on his realisation of the 
higher duties with which he was charged, and which required conciliation with 
firmness. 

2. Allah has (already) precribed(5531) for you, (O 
Muslims), Method for absolution from your oaths: and 
Allah is your protector, and He is Full of Knowledge 
and Wisdom. 

5531 Cf. 2:224. If your vows prevent you from doing good, or acting rightly, or 
making peace between persons, you should expiate the vow, but not refrain from 
your good deed. 

3. When the Prophet disclosed a matter in 
confidence(5532) to one of his consorts, and she then 
divulged it (to another), and Allah made it known to 
him, he Confronted(5533) her with part thereof and 
held back a part. Then when he told her thereof, she 
said, "Who told thee this? "He said, "He told me Who 
knows and is well-acquainted (With all things)." 

5532 Who these two consorts were, and what was the matter in confidence which 
was disclosed, we are not expressly told, but the facts mentioned in n. 5529 above 
will help us to understand this passage. The sacred words imply that the matter 
was of great importance to the principle involved, but that the details were not of 
sufficient importance for permanent record. For the lessons to be drawn, see the 
notes following. 

5533 The moral we have to draw is manifold. (1) If anything is told to us in 
confidence, especially by one at the head of affairs, we must not divulge it to our 
closest friend. (2) If such divulgence is made in the most secret whispers, Allah's 
Plan is such that it will come to light and expose diose guilty of breach of 
confidence. (3) When the whispered version is compared with the true version 
and the actual facts, it will be found that the whispered version is in great part 
untrue, due to the misunderstanding and exaggeration inevitable in the 
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circumstances. (4) The breach of confidence must inevitably redound to the 
shame of the guilty party, whose surprise only covers a sense of humiliation. See 

next note. 

4. If ye two turn in repentance(5534) to Him, your 
hearts are indeed so inclined; But if ye back up each 
other against him, truly Allah is his Protector, and 
Gabriel, and (every) righteous one among those who 
believe,- and furthermore,(5535) the angels - will 
back (him) up. 

5534 There are further lessons. (5) Both the party betraying confidence and that 
encouraging the betrayal must purge their conduct by repentance. (6) Frank 
repentance would be what their hearts and conscience themselves would dictate 
and they must not resist such amends on account of selfish obstinacy. (7) If they 
were to resist frank repentance and amends, they are only abetting each other's 
wrong, and they cannot prevail against all the spiritual forces which will be ranged 
on the side of the right 

5535 Do not forget the dual meaning: immediate, in application to the Prophet, 
and general, being the lesson which we ought all to learn. The Prophet could not 
be injured by any persons doing anything against him even though they might 
unconsciously put him in greater jeopardy: for Allah, the Angel Gabriel, (who was 
the Messenger to hiiii), and the whole Community, would protect him, -to say 
nothing of the army of angels or hidden spiritual forces that always guarded him. 
Cf. 33:56. The general lesson for us is that the good man's protection is that of the 
spiritual forces around him; it is divine protection, against which human weakness 
or folly will have no power. 

5. It may be, if he divorced you (all), (5536) that Allah 
will give him in exchange Consorts better than you,- 
who submit (their wills), who believe, who are devout, 
who turn to Allah in repentance, who worship (in 
humility), who are given to fasting(5537) previously 
married or virgins. 

5536 From the case of two in verse 4, we now come to the case of all the Consorts 
generally, in verse 5. Cf 33:28-30. Then duties and responsibilities were higher 
than those of other women, and therefore then failure would also be more 
serious. This is only hypothetical, in order to show us the \irtues expected of 
diem: faith and devotion, worship and service, readiness for travel or hijrah, 
whether they were young or old, new to married life or otherwise. From them 
again the more general application follows-to all women in Islam. 

5537 Sa'iliat literally, those who travel about for the Faith, renouncing hearth and 

home: hence those who go on pilgrimage, who fast, who deny themselves the 
ordinary pleasures of life. Note that the spiritual virtues are named, in the 
descending order: submitting their wills (Islam), faith and devotion, turning ever to 
worship and faith, and performing other rites, or perhaps being content with 
asceticism. And this applies to all women, maiden girls or women of mature 
experience who were widows or separated from previous husbands by divorce. 

6. O ye who believe!(5538) save yourselves and your 
families from a Fire whose fuel is Men(5539) and 
Stones, over which are (appointed) angels stern (and) 
severe,(5540) who flinch not (from executing) the 
Commands they receive from Allah, but do (precisely) 
what they are commanded. 

5538 Note how we have been gradually led up in admonition from two Consorts 
to all consorts, to all women, to all Believers, and to all men and women including 
Unbelievers. We must carefully guard not only our own conduct, but the conduct 
of our families, and of all who are near and dear to us. For the issues are most 
serious, and the consequences of a fall are most terrible. 

5539 A Fire whose fuel is Men and Stones. Cf. 2:24. This is a terrible Fire: not 
merely like the physical fire which burns wood or charcoal or substances like that, 
and consumes them. This spiritual Fire will have for its fuel men who do wrong 
and are as hardhearted as stones, or stone Idols as symbolical of all the unbending 
Falsehoods in life. 

5540 Cf. 74:31. We think of angelic nature as gentle and beautiful, but in another 
aspect perfection includes justice, fidelity, discipline, and the firm execution of 
duty according to lawful Commands. So, in the attributes of Allah Himself, Justice 
and Mercy, Kindness and Correction are not contradictory but complementary. 
An earthly ruler will be unkind to his loyal subjects if he does not punish 
evildoers. 



7. (They will say), "O ye Unbelievers! Make no excuses 
this Day! Ye are being(5541) but requited for all that 
ye did!" 

5541 "This is no hardship or injustice imposed on you. It is all but die fruit of your 
own deeds; the result of your own deliberate choice.' 

8. O ye who believe!(5542) Turn to Allah with sincere 
repentance: In the hope that your Lord will 
remove(5543) from you your ills and admit you to 
Gardens beneath which Rivers flow,- the Day that 
Allah will not permit to be humiliated the Prophet and 
those who believe with him. Their Light will run(5544) 
forward before them and by their right hands, while 
they say, "Our Lord! Perfect our Light for us, and grant 
us Forgiveness: for Thou hast power over all things." 

5542 The opposition of sex against sex, individual or concerted, having been 
condemned, we are now exhorted to turn to the Light, and to realise that the good 
and righteous can retain their integrity even though their own mates, in spite of 
their example and precept, remain in e\il and sin. 

5543 Whatever may have been the faults of the past, unite in good deeds, and 
abandon petty' sectional jealousies, and Allah will remove your difficulties and 
distresses, and all the evils from which you suffer. Indeed He will grant you the 
Bliss of Heaven and save you from any humiliation which you may have brought 
on yourselves by your conduct and on the revered Prophet and Teacher whose 
name you professed to take. 

5544 See 57:12, and n. 5288. The darkness of evil will be dispelled, and the Light 
of Allah will be realised by them more and more. But even so they will not be 
content for they will pray for the least taint of evil to be removed from them, and 
perfection to be granted to them. In that exalted state they will be within reach of 
perfection-notby then own merits, but by the infinite Mercy and Power of Allah. 

9. O Prophet! Strive hard(5545) against the Unbelievers 
and the Hypocrites, and be firm against them. Their 
abode is Hell,- an evil refuge (indeed). 

5545 See 9:73, where the same words introduce the argument against the 
Hypocrites. Here they introduce the argument against wickedness, which, though 
given the privilege of association with goodness and piety, persisted in wicked 
deeds, and in favour of those noble souls, which, though tied to wickedness, 
retained then purity' and integrity'. Two examples of each kind are given-of 
women, as this Surah is mainly concerned with women. 

10. Allah sets forth, for an example to the Unbelievers, 
the wife of Noah(5546) and the wife of Lut:(5547) 
they were (respectively) under two of our righteous 
servants, but they were false to their 
(husbands), (5548) and they profited nothing before 
Allah on their account, but were told: "Enter ye the 
Fire along with (others) that enter!" 

5546 Read Noah's story in 1 1:36-48. Evidendy his contemporary world had got so 
corrupt that it needed a great Flood to purge it "None of the people will believe 
except those who have believed already. So grieve no longer over their evil deeds." 
But there were evil ones in his own family. A foolish and undutiful son is 
mentioned in 1 1:42-46. Poor Noah tried to save him and pray for him as one "of 
his family"; but the answer came: "he is not of thy family; for his conduct is 
unrighteous". We might expect such a son to have a mother like him, and here we 
are told that it was so. Noah's wife was also false to the standards of her husband, 
and perished in this world and the Hereafter. 

5547 The wife of Lut has already been mentioned more than once. See 11:81, 
and n. 1577; 7:83, and n. 1051; etc. The world around her was wicked and she 
sympathised with and followed that wicked world, rather than her righteous 
husband. She suffered the fate of her wicked world. 

5548 False to their husbands: not. necessarily in sex, but in the vital spiritual 
matters of truth and conduct. They had the high privilege of the most ultimate 
relationship with the noblest spirits of their age: but if they failed to rise to the 
height of then dignity, then relationship did not save them. They could not plead 
that they were the wives of pious husbands. They had to enter Hell like any other 
wicked women. There is personal responsibility before Allah. One soul cannot 
claim the merits of another, any more than one pure soul can be mjured by 
association with a corrupt soul. The pure one should keep its purity intact. See the 
next two examples. 
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11. And Allah sets forth, as an example to those who 
believe the wife of Pharaoh:(5549) Behold she said: 
"O my Lord! Build for me, in nearness(5550) to Thee, 
a mansion in the Garden, and save me from Pharaoh 
and his doings, and save me from those that do 
wrong"; 

5549 Traditionally, she is known as 'Asiyah, one of the four perfect women, the 
other three being Mary the mother, of Jesus. Khadijah the wife of the Prophet, 
and Fatimah his daughter. Pharaoh is the type of arrogance, godlessness, and 
wickedness. For his wife to have preserved her Faith, her humility, and her 
righteousness was indeed a great spiritual triumph. She was probably the same 
who saved the life of the infant Moses: 28:9. 

5550 Her spiritual vision was directed to Allah, rather than to the worldly 
grandeur of Pharaoh's court. It. is probable that her prayer implies a desire for 
martyrdom, and it may be that she attained her crown of martyrdom. 

12. And Mary the daughter(5551) of 'Imran, who 
guarded her chastity; and We breathed into (her 
body)(5552) of Our spirit; and she testified to the 
truth of the words of her Lord and of His Revelations, 
and was one of the devout (Servants). (5553) 



5551 'Imran was traditionally the name of the father of Mary the mother of Jesus: 
see n. 375 to 3:35. She was herself one of the purest of women, though the Jews 
accused her falsely of unchastity: Cf. 19:27-28. 

5552 Cf. 21:91. As a virgin she gave birth to Jesus: 19:16-29. In 32:9, it is said of 
Adam's progeny, man, that Allah "fashioned him in due proportion, and breathed 
into him something of His spirit". In 15:29, similar words are used with reference 
to Adam. The virgin birth should not therefore be supposed to imply that Allah 
was the father of Jesus in the sense in which Greek mythology' makes Zeus the 
father of Apollo by Latona or of Minos by Europa. And yet that is the doctrine to 
which the Christian idea of "the only begotten Son of God" leads. 

5553 Mary had true faith and testified her faith in the Prophet Jesus and in his 
revelation as well as in the revelations which he came to confirm (and to 
foreshadow). She was of the company of the Devout of all ages. The fact that 
Qanitin (devout) is not here in the feminine gender implies that the highest 
spiritual dignity is independent of sex. And so we close the lesson of this Surah, 
that while sex is a fact of our physical existence, the sexes should act in harmony 
and cooperation for in the highest spiritual matters we are all one. "We made her 
and her son a Sign for all peoples. Verily this Brotherhood of yours is a single 
Brotherhood, and I am your Lord and Chensher: therefore serve Me and no 
other" (21:91-92). 



■<s*e>- 



67. 



Al Mulk (The Dominion) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Blessed (55 54) be He in Whose hands is 
Dominion;(5555) and He over all things hath Power;- 

5554 What do we mean when we bless the name of Allah, or proclaim (in the 
optative mood) that the whole Creation should bless the name of the Lord? We 
mean that we recognise and proclaim His beneficence to us; for all increase and 
happiness is through Him, "in His hands"— in the hands of Him Who also holds 
Dominion or Power. In our human affairs we sometimes see the separation of 
Dominion or Power from Goodness or Beneficence: in the divine nature we 
recognise that there is no separadon or antithesis. 

5555 Mulk: Dominion, Lordship, Sovereignty, the Right to carry out His Will, or 
to do all that He wills. Power (in the clause following) is the Capacity to carry out 
His Will, so that nothing can resist or neutralise it Here is beneficence completely 
identified with Lordship and Power; and it is exemplified in the verses following. 
Note that Mulk here has a different shade of meaning from Malakut in 36:83. 
Both words are from the same root, and I have translated both by the word 
"Dominion". But Malakut refers to Lordship in the invisible World, while Mulk to 
Lordship in the \isible World. Allah is Lord of both. 

2. He Who created Death(5556) and Life, that He may 
try which of you is best in deed:(5557) and He is the 
Exalted(5558) in Might, Oft-Forgiving;- 

5556 Created Death and Life. Death is here put before Life, and it is created. 
Death is therefore not merely a negative state. In 2:28 we read "Seeing that ye were 
without life (literally, dead), and He gave you life; then will He cause you to die, 
and will again bring you to life; and again to Him will ye return." In 53:44, again, 
Death is put before Life. Death then is: (1) the state before life began, which may 
be non-existence or existence in some other form; (2) the state in which Life as we 
know it ceases, but existence does not cease; a state of Barzakh (23:100), or 
Barrier or Partition, after our \isible Death and before Judgement; after that will 
be the new Life, which we conceive of under the term Eternity. 



5557 Creation, therefore, is not in mere sport, or without a purpose with 
reference to man. The state before our present Life, or the state after, we can 
scarcely understand. But our present Life is clearly given to enable us to strive by 
good deeds to reach a nobler state. 

5558 All this is possible, because Allah is so Exalted in Might that He can 
perfectly carry out His Will and Purpose, and that Purpose is Love, Mercy, and 
Goodness to His creatures. 

3. He Who created the seven heavens(5559) one above 
another: No want of proportion wilt thou see in the 
Creation of ((Allah)) Most Gracious. So turn thy vision 
again: seest thou any flaw? 

5559 Cf. 65:12, and n. 5526-5527 '. The heavens as they appear to our sight seem 
to be arranged in layers one above another, and ancient astronomy accounted for 
the motions of the heavenly bodies in an elaborate scheme of spheres. What we 
are concerned with here is the order and beauty of the vast spaces and the 
marvellous bodies that follow regular laws of motion in those enormous spaces in 
the visible world. From these we are to form some conception of the vastly greater 
Invisible World, for which we want special spiritual vision. 

4. Again turn thy vision(5560) a second time: (thy) 
vision will come back to thee dull and discomfited, in a 
state worn out. 

5560 Reverting to the symbolism of the external or \isible world, we are asked to 
observe and study it again and again, and as minutely as our powers will allow. 
However closely we observe it, we shall find no flaw in it. Indeed the region of 
enquiry is so vast and stretches so far beyond our ken, that our eyes, aided with 
the most powerful telescopes, will confess themselves defeated in trying to 
penetrate to the ultimate mysteries. We shall find no defect in Allah's handiwork: 
itis our own powers that we shall find fail to go beyond a certain compass. 

5. And we have, (from of old), adorned the lowest 
heaven(5561) with Lamps, and We have made such 
(Lamps) (as) missiles to drive(5562) away the Evil 
Ones, and have prepared for them the Penalty of the 
Blazing Fire. 
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5561 Lowest (or, newest) heaven: see 37:6. 

5562 The phenomenon of the shooting stars has been explained in 15:16-18, 
notes 1951-54; and in 37. 6-10 and notes thereon. (R). 

6. For those who reject their Lord (and Cherisher)(5563) 
is the Penalty of Hell: and evil is (such). Destination. 

5563 We have seen how the fire in the stars can suggest the beauty and order of 
the external world; and yet, when it meets with resistance and disharmony, it can 
burn and destroy. So in the moral and spiritual world. What can be a greater sign 
of evil, disharmony, and rebellion than to reject the Cherisher and Sustainer, on 
Whom our life depends, and from Whom we receive nothing but goodness? The 
Punishment, then, is Fire in its fiercest intensity, as typified in the next two verses. 

7. When they are cast therein, they will hear the 
(terrible) drawing in(5564) of its breath even as it 
blazes forth, 

5564 For skaJu'q see n. 1607 to 11:106. There shaliiq (sobs) was contrasted with 
zafir (sighs): in the one case it is the drawing in of breath, and in the other the 
emission of a deep breath. Here the latter process is represented by the verb f ara, 
to swell, to blaze forth, to gush forth. In 11:40, the verb fara was applied to the 
gushing forth of the waters of the Flood: here the verb is applied to the blazing 
forth of the Fire of Punishment. Fire is personified: in its intake it has a fierce 
appetite: in the flames which it throws out, it has a fierce aggressiveness. And yet in 
ultimate result evil meets the same fate, whether typified by water or fire. 

8. Almost bursting with fury: Every time a Group is cast 
therein, its Keepers(5565) will ask, "Did no Warner 
come to you?" 

5565 Cf 39:71, n. 4348. Every time: it may not be the same angels who are 
guarding the gates of Hell every time new inmates come in. The pure, innocent 
angel nature does not know the crookedness of human evil, and is surprised at so 
many human beings coming in for punishment: it wonders if no warning was 
conveyed to men, whereas in fact men have a warning in Clear Signs during all the 
period of their probation. The Clear Signs come from Revelation, from their own 
conscience, and from all nature around them. 

9. They will say: "Yes indeed; a Warner did come to us, 
but we rejected him and said, '(Allah) never sent 
down any (Message): ye are nothing but an egregious 
delusion! ' "(5566) 

5566 Allah's Signs were not only rejected or defied, but their very existence was 
denied. Nay, more, even then possibility was denied, and alas! righteous people 
and spiritual Teachers were persecuted or mocked (36:30). They were called fools 
or madmen, or men under a delusion! 

10. They will further say: "Had we but listened or used 
our intelligence,(5567) we should not (now) be 
among the Companions of the Blazing Fire!" 

5567 Man has himself the power given to him to distinguish good from evil, and 
he is further helped by the teachings of the great Messengers or World Teachers. 
Where such Teachers do not come into personal contact with an individual or a 
generation, the true meaning of their teaching can be understood by means of the 
Reason which Allah has given to every human soul to judge by. It is failure to 
follow a man's own lights sincerely that leads to his degradation and destruction. 

11. They will then confess(5568) their sins: but far will 
be (Forgiveness) from the Companions of the Blazing 
Fire! 

5568 They will then have passed through the fire of Judgement and will now be in 
the fire of Punishment. The Reality will not only now be clear to them, but after 
the questionings of the angels they cannot even pretend to make any excuses. 
They will freely confess, but that is not repentance, for repentance implies 
amendment, and the time for repentance and amendment will have long been 
past. 

12. As for those who fear their Lord unseen, (5569) for 
them is Forgiveness and a great Reward. 

5569 See n. 3902 to 35:18. Read "unseen" adverbially. To fear the Lord is to love 
Him so intensely that you fear to do anything which is against His Will, and you 
do it because you realise Him intensely in your hearts, though you do not see Him 
with your bodily senses. Nor is it of any consequence whether other people see 
your love or the consequences that flow from your love, for your good deeds are 



for the love of Allah and not for show in the eyes of men. Such intensity of love 
obtains forgiveness for any past, and is indeed rewarded with Allah's love, which is 
immeasurably precious beyond any merits you may possess. 

13. And whether ye hide your word or publish it. He 
certainly has (full) knowledge, of the secrets of (all) 
hearts. 

14. Should He not know,- He that created?(5570) and He 
is the One that understands the finest mysteries (and) 
is well-acquainted (with them). 

5570 He Who creates must necessarily know His own handiwork. But lest we 
should measure His knowledge by such imperfect knowledge as we possess. His 
knowledge is further characterised as understanding the finest mysteries and being 
we 11 -acquainted with them (Latif and Kliabh): see 22:63, n. 2844. 

15. It is He Who has made the earth manageable(5571) 
for you, so traverse ye through its tracts and enjoy of 
the Sustenance which He furnishes: but unto Him is 
the Resurrection. (5572) 

5571 Dhalul is used in 2:71 for an animal trained and tractable; here it is used to 
qualify the earth, and I have translated 'manageable'. Man has managed to make 
paths through deserts and over mountains; through rivers and seas by means of 
ships; through the air by means of airways; he has made bridges and tunnels and 
other means of communication. But this he has only been able to do because 
Allah has given htm the necessary intelligence and has made the earth tractable to 
that intelligence. 

5572 In describing Allah's gifts and mercies and watchful care in this our 
temporary sojourn on this earth, it is made clear that the ultimate end is the 
Hereafter. The real Beyond, which is the goal, is the life after the Resurrection. 

16. Do ye feel secure that He Who is in heaven will not 
cause you to be swallowed up(5573) by the earth 
when it shakes (as in an earthquake)? 

5573 Cf. 17:68 and n. 2263. Also Cf. die story of Qarun in 28:76-82. If we feel 
safe on land, it is because Allah has made this earth amenable, manageable and 
serviceable to us {verse 15 above). But if we defy Allah and break His Law, have 
we any security, that even this comparatively unimportant safety in a fleeting world 
will last? Lookmg at it from a purely physical point of \iew, have there not been 
dreadful earthquakes, typhoons, and tornadoes? 

17. Or do ye feel secure that He Who is in Heaven will not 
send against you a violent tornado(5574) (with 
showers of stones), so that ye shall know how 
(terrible) was My warning? 



5574 Cf. 17:68; and 29:40, n. 3462. 
Cities which defied Lut's warniiig. 



Such a violent wind destroyed the wicked 



18. But indeed men before them rejected (My warning): 
then how (terrible) was My rejection (of 
them)?(5575) 

5575 Cf. 22:42-44, and n. 2822. 

19. Do they not observe the birds above them, (5576) 
spreading their wings and folding them in?(5577) 
None can uphold them except (Allah) Most Gracious: 
Truly (Allah) Most Gracious: Truly it is He that 
watches over all things. 

5576 The flight of birds is one of the most beautiful and wonderful things in 
nature. The make and arrangement of then feathers and bones, and their 
streamlined shapes, from beak to tail, are instances of purposive adaptation. They 
soar with outstretched wings; they dart about with folded wings; their motions 
upwards and downwards, as well as their stabilisation in the air, and when they rest 
on their feet, have given many ideas to man in the science and art of aeronautics. 
But who taught or gave to birds this wonderful adaptation? None but Allah, 
Whose infinite Mercy provides for every creature just those conditions which are 
best adapted for its life. 

5577 In the Arabic, there is an artistic touch which it is not possible to reproduce 
in the translation. Saffat (spreading their wings) is in the form of the active 
participle, suggesting the continuous soaring on outspread wings; while yaqbidna 
(folding them in) is in the Aoristform, suggesting the spasmodic flapping of wings. 
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20. Nay, who is there that can help you, (even as) an 
army,(5578) besides (Allah) Most Merciful? In nothing 
but delusion are the Unbelievers. 

5578 Not die greatest army that man can muster is of any use against the Wrath of 
Allah: while the constant watchful care of Allah is all-in-all to us, and we can never 
do without it. If the godless wander about in search for blessings otherwise than in 
the Mercy and Grace of Allah, they are wandering in vain delusions. 

21. Or who is there that can provide you(5579) with 
Sustenance if He were to withhold His provision? Nay, 
they obstinately persist in insolent impiety and flight 
(from the Truth). 

5579 "Sustenance" here, as elsewhere, (e.g., in 16:73, n. 2105), refers to all that is 
necessary to sustain and develop life in all its phases, spiritual and mental, as well 
as physical. Allah Most Gracious is the Source of all our Sustenance, and if we 
persist in looking to Vanities for our Sustenance, we are pursuing a mirage, and, if 
we examine the matter, we are only following obstinate impulses of rebellion and 
impiety. 

22. Is then one who walks headlong, with his face(5580) 
grovelling, better guided,- or one who walks(5581) 
evenly on a Straight Way? 

5580 Cf. 27:90, and n. 3320. The man of probity is the man who walks evenly on 
a Straight Way , his feet guided by Allah's Light and his heart sustained by Allah's 
Mercy. The man who chooses e\il grovels, with his face down, in paths of 
Darkness, stumblmg on the way, and in constant distrust and fear, the fear of Evil. 
The two kinds of men are poles apart, although they live on the same earth, see 
the same Signs, and are fed with the same Mercies from Allah. 

5581 Like Abraham trying to guide his unbelieving father: Cf. 19:43. 

23. Say: "It is He Who(5582) has created you (and 
made(5583) you grow), and made for you the 
faculties of hearing, seeing, feeling and 
understanding: little thanks it is ye give. 

5582 The Teacher is asked to draw constant attention to Allah, the source of all 
growth and development, the Giver of the faculties by which we can judge and 
attain to higher and higher spiritual dignity. And yet, such is our self-will, we use 
our faculties for wrong purposes and thus show our ingratitude to Allah. 

5583 For ansha'see n. 923 to 6:98. 

24. Say: "It is He Who has multiplied you through the 
earth, (5584) and to Him shall ye be gathered 
together." 

5584 Mankind, from one set of parents, has been multiplied and scattered 
through the earth. Men have not only multiplied in numbers, but they have 
developed different languages and characteristics, inner and outer. But they will all 
be gathered together at the End of Things, when the mischief created by the 
wrong exercise of man's will will be cancelled, and the Truth of Allah will reign 
universally. 



25. They ask: When will this promise be (fulfilled)? - 
ye are telling(5585) the truth. 

5585 The Unbelievers are sceptical, but they are answered in the next two verses. 



if 



26. Say: "As to the knowledge of the time, it is with Allah 
alone:(5586) I am (sent) only to warn plainly in 
public." 

5586 The Judgement is certain to come. But when it will exactly come, is known 
to Allah alone. The Prophet's duty is to proclaim that fact openly and clearly. It is 
not for him to punish or to hasten the punishment of evil. Cf. 22:47-49. 

27. At length, when they see it close at hand, (5587) 
grieved will be the faces of the Unbelievers, and it will 
be said (to them): "This is (the promise 
fulfilled), (5588) which ye were calling for!" 

5587 "It", i.e., the fulfilment of the promise, the Day of Judgement When it is 
actually in sight, then the Unbelievers realise that those whom they used to laugh 
at for their Faith were in the right, and that they themselves, the sceptics, were 
terribly in the wrong. 

5588 They had defiantly asked for it. Now that it has come near, and it is too late 
for repentance, there is "weeping and gnashing of teeth". 

28. Say: "See ye?- If Allah were to destroy me, and those 
with me,(5589) or if He bestows His Mercy on us,- yet 
who can deliver the Unbelievers from a grievous 
Penalty?" 

5589 The sceptics might say and do say to the righteous: "Ah well! if calamities 
come, they involve the good with the bad, just as you say that Allah showers His 
mercies on both good and e\il!" The answer is: "Don't you worry about us: even 
supposing we are destroyed, with all who believe with us, is that any consolation to 
you? Your sins must bring on you suffering, and nothing can ward it off. If we get 
any sorrows or sufferings, we take them as a mere trial to make us better, for we 
believe in Allah's goodness and we put our trust in Him." See next verse. 

29. Say: "He is ((Allah)) Most Gracious: We have 
believed in Him, and on Him have we put our trust: So, 
soon will ye know(5590) which (of us) it is that is in 
manifest error." 

5590 See the end of the last note. "Our Faith tells us that Allah will deliver us from 
all harm if we sincerely repent and lead righteous lives. You, Unbelievers, have no 
such hope. When the real adjustment of values is established, you will soon see 
whether we were in the wrong or you!" 

30. Say: "See ye?- If your stream be some morning 
lost(5591) (in the underground earth), who then can 
supply you with clear-flowing water?" 

5591 The Surah is closed with a parable, taken from a vital fact of our physical 
life, and leading up to the understanding of our spiritual life. In our daily life, what 
would happen if we woke up some fine morning to find that the sources and 
springs of our water supply had disappeared and gone down into the hollows of 
the earth? Nothing could save our life. Without water we cannot live, and water 
cannot rise above its level, but always seeks a lower level. So in spiritual life. Its 
sources and springs are in the divine wisdom that flows from on high. Allah is the 
real source of that life, as He is of all forms of life. We must seek His Grace and 
Mercy. We cannot find grace or mercy or blessing from anything lower. His 
Wisdom and Mercy are like fresh clear -flowing spring water, not like the muddy 
murky wisdom and goodness of this lower world which is only relative, and which 
often hampers life rather than advances it. 
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68. Al Qalam (The Pen) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Nun.(5592-A) By the Pen(5593) and the (Record) 
which (men) write, - 

5592-A See note above. 

5593 5593 

2. Thou art not, by the Grace of thy Lord, mad or 
possessed . ( 5594) 

5594 People usually call anyone mad whose standards are different from their 
own. And madness is believed by superstitious people to be due to demoniacal 
possession, an idea distinctly in the minds of the New Testament writers: for Luke 
speaks of a man from whom the n de\ils" were cast out, as being then "clothed, and 
in his right mind." (Luke, 8:35). (R). 

3. Nay, verily for thee is a Reward unfailing:(5595) 

5595 Instead of being out of his right mind, the Prophet of Allah had been raised 
to a great spiritual dignity, a reward that was not like an earthly reward that passes 
away, but one that was in the very core of his being, and would never fail him in 
any circumstances. He was really granted a nature and character far above the 
shafts of grief or suffering, slander or persecution. 

4. And thou (standest) on an exalted standard of 
character. 

5. Soon wilt thou see,(5596) and they will see, 

5596 Though Al Mustafa's nature raised him above the petty spite of his 
contemporaries, an appeal is made to their reason and to the logic of events. Was 
it not his accusers that were really mad? What happened to Al Walid ibn Al 
Mughayrah, or Abu jahl, or Abu Lahab?-and to Allah's Messenger and those who 
followed his guidance? The world's history gives the answer. And the appeal is not 
only to his contemporaries, but for all time. 

6. Which of you is afflicted with madness. 

7. Verily it is thy Lord that knoweth best, which (among 
men) hath strayed from His Path: and He knoweth 
best(5597) those who receive (true) Guidance. 

5597 Men set up false standards of judgement The right standard is that of Allah. 
For His Knowledge is complete and all-embracing; He reads hidden motives as 
well as things that appear before men's sight; and He knows the past history in 
which the roots of present actions are embedded, as well as the future 
consequences of present actions. 

8. So hearken not to those who deny (the Truth). (5598) 

5598 The enemies of Allah's truth are sometimes self -deceived. But quite often 
they have a glimmering of the truth in spite of their desire to shut their eyes. Then 
they compromise, and they would like the preachers of inconvenient truths to 
compromise with them. On those terms there would be mutual laudation. This 
easy path of making the best of both worlds is a real danger or temptation to the 
best of us, and we must be on our guard against it if we would really enter into the 
company of the Righteous who submit their wills to the Will of Allah. Abu Jahl 
freely offered impossible compromises to the Prophet 

9. Their desire is that thou shouldst be pliant: so would 
they be pliant. 

10. Heed not the type of despicable men, -(5599) ready 
with oaths,(5600) 

5599 The type of each of these hateful qualities is not uncommon, though the 
combination of all in one man makes him peculiarly despicable, as was Al WalTd 



ibn Al Mughiyrah, who was a ringleader in calumniating our Prophet and who 
came to an evil end not long after the battle of Badr, in which he received injuries. 

5600 It is only liars who swear on all occasions, small or great, because their 
ordinary word is not believed in. The true man's word, according to the proverb, 
is as good as his bond. 

11. A slanderer, going about with calumnies. 



good, transgressing 



12. (Habitually) hindering (all) 
beyond bounds, deep in sin, 

13. Violent (and cruel), -(5601) with all that, base-born, - 

5601 Besides the self-deceiver and the easy-going man, there is a third type, even 
more degraded. He has no idea of truth or sincerity. He is ready to swear 
friendship with everyone and fidelity to every cause. But at die same moment he 
will slander and backbite, and cause mischief even between good but credulous 
persons. Evil seems to be his good, and good his evil. He will not only pursue e\il 
courses himself but prevent other people from doing right. When checked, he 
resorts to \iolence. In any case, he will intrude where he has no right, claiming 
relationship or power or consideration in circles which would gladly disown him. 
He is vain of his wealth or because he has a large following at his beck and call. 
Religion is to htm merely old-fashioned superstition. 

14. Because(5602) he possesses wealth and (numerous) 
sons. 

5602 Because may connect with heed not in verse 10, or with violent and cruel 'in 

verse 13. In the former case, we construe: 'Pay no attention to despicable men of 
the character described, simply because they happen to have wealth or influence, 
or much backing in manpower'. In the latter case, we construe: the fellow is violent 
and cruel, because he is puffed up with his wealth or riches or backing in 
manpower'. In the eyes of Allah such a man is in any case branded and marked 
out as a sinner. 

15. When to him are rehearsed Our Signs,(5603) "Tales 
of the ancients", (5604) he cries! 

5603 Allah's Signs, by which He calls us, are everywhere— in nature and in our 
very heart and soul. In Revelation, every verse is a Sign, for it stands symbolically 

for far more than it says. "Sign" (Ayah) dius becomes a technical term for a verse of 
the Qur'an. 

5604 Cf. 6:25. 

16. Soon shall We brand (the beast) on the snout!(5605) 

5605 Literally, proboscis, the most sensitive limb of the elephant. The sinner 
makes himself a beast and can only be controlled by his snout. 

17. Verily We have tried them as We tried the People of 
the Garden, (5606) when they resolved to gather the 
fruits of the (garden) in the morning. 

5606 "Why do the wicked flourish?" is a question asked in all ages. The answer is 
not snnple. It must refer to (1) the choice left to man's will, (2) his moral 
responsibility, (3) the need of his tuning his will to Allah's Will, (4) the long- 
suffering quality of Allah, which allows the widest possible chance for the 
operation of (5) His Mercy, and (6) in the last resort, to the nature of spiritual 
Punishment, which is not a merely abrupt or arbitrary act, but a long, gradual 
process, in which there is room for repentance at every stage. All these points are 
illustrated in the remarkable Parable of the People of the Garden, which also 
illustrates the greed, selfishness, and heedlessness of man, as well as his tendency 
to throw the blame on others if he can but think of a scapegoat. All these foibles 
are shown, but the Mercy of Allah is boundless, and even after the worst sins and 
punishments, there may be hope of an even better orchard than the one lost, if 
only the repentance is true, and there is complete surrender to Allah's Will. But if, 
in spite of all this, there is no surrender of the will, then, indeed, the punishment 
in the Hereafter is something incomparably greater than the little calamities in the 
Parable. 
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18. But made no reservation, ("If it be Allah. s 
Will"). (5607) 

5607 We must always remember, in all our plans, that they depend for their 
success on how far they accord with Allah's Will and Plan. His universal Will is 
supreme over all affairs. These foolish men had a secret plan to defraud the poor 
of their just rights, but they were put into a position where they could not do so. In 
trying to frustrate others, they were themselves frustrated. 

19. Then there came on the (garden) a visitation from 
thy Lord, (5608) (which swept away) all around, while 
they were asleep. 

5608 It was a terrible storm that blew down and destroyed the fruits and the trees. 
The whole place was changed out of all recognition. 

20. So the (garden) became, by the morning, like a dark 
and desolate spot, (whose fruit had been gathered). 

21. As the morning broke, they called out, one to 
another, - 



22. "Go ye to your tilth (betimes) 
if ye would gather the fruits." 



in the morning, (5609) 



5609 Awakening from sleep, they were not aware mat the garden had been 
destroyed by the storm overnight They were in their own selfish dreams: by going 
very early, they thought they could cheat the poor of their share. See next note. 



23. So they departed, conversing 
(saying)- 



in secret low tones. 



24. "Let not a single indigent(5610) person break in 
upon you into the (garden) this day." 

5610 The poor man has a right in the harvest— whether as a gleaner or as an 
artisan or a menial in an Eastern village. The rich owners of the orchard in the 
Parable wanted to steal a march at an early hour and defeat this light, but their 
greed was punished, so that it led to a greater loss to themselves. They wanted to 
cheat but had not the courage to face those they cheated, and by being in the field 
before anyone was up they wanted to make it appear to the world that they were 
unconscious of any rights they were trampling on. 

25. And they opened the morning, strong in an (unjust) 
resolve. 



26. But when they saw the (garden), they said: 
surely lost our way:(5611) 



"We have 



5611 Their fond dreams were dispelled when they found that the garden had 
been changed out of all recognition. It was as if they had come to some place 
other then their own smiling garden. Where they had expected to reap a rich 
harvest, there was only a howling wilderness. They reflected. Their first thought 
was of then" own personal loss, the loss of their labour and the loss of their capital. 
They had plotted to keep out others from the fruits: now, as it happened, the loss 
was their own. 

27. "Indeed we are shut out (of the fruits of our 
labour)!"(5612) 

5612 Cf. 56:67. Also see last note. 

28. Said one of them, more just (than the rest):(5613) 
"Did I not say to you, 'Why not glorify ((Allah))? '" 

5613 This was not necessarily a righteous man, but there are degrees in guilt. He 
had warned them, but he had joined in their unjust design. 

29. They said: "Glory to our Lord! Verily we have been 
doing wrong!" 

30. Then they turned, one against another, in 
reproach. (5614) 

5614 When greed or injustice is punished people are ready to throw the blame on 
others. In this case, one particular individual may have seen the moral guilt of 



defying the Will of Allah and the right of man, but if he shared in the enterprise in 
the hope of profit, he could not get out of all responsibility. 

31. They said: "Alas for us! We have indeed 
transgressed! 

32. "It may be that our Lord will give us in exchange a 
better (garden) than this: for we do turn to Him (in 
repentance)! "(561 5) 

5615 If the repentance was true, there was hope. For Allah often turns a great evil 
to our good. If not true, they only added hypocrisy to dieir other sins. 

The Parable presupposes that the garden came into the possession of selfish men, 
who were so puffed up with their good fortune that they forgot Allah. That meant 
that they also became harsh to their fellow-creatures. In their arrogance they 
plotted to get up early and defeat the claims of the poor at harvest time. They 
found their garden destroyed by a storm. Some reproached others, but those who 
sincerely repented obtained mercy. The "better garden" may have been the same 
garden, flourishing in a future season under Allah's gift of abundance. 

33. Such is the Punishment (in this life); but greater is 
the Punishment(5616) in the Hereafter,- if only they 
knew! 

5616 Even in this life the punishment for heedless or selfish arrogance and sin 
comes suddenly when we least expect it. But there is always room for Allah's 
Mercy if we sincerely repent If the Punishment in this life seems to us so 
stupefying, how much worse will it be in the Hereafter, when the Punishment will 
not be only for a limited time, and the time for repentance will have passed? 



34. Verily, for 
Delight,(5617) 



the Righteous, are Gardens 
n the Presence of their Lord. 



of 



5617 All symbols of delight, expressed in terms of sense, are spiritualized by their 
being referred to the presence of Allah. The Garden is a joy, but the joy of this 
spiritual Garden is the sense of nearness to Allah. (R). 

35. Shall We then treat the People of Faith like the 
People of Sin?(5618) 

5618 The spiritual arrogance which rejects faith in Allah is perhaps the worst Sin, 
because it makes itself impervious to the Mercy of Allah, as a bed of clay is 
impervious to the absorption of water. It sets up its own standards and its own will, 
but how can it measure or bind the Will of Allah? It sets up its own fetishes— idols, 
priests, gods, or godlings. The fetishes may be even God-given gifts or faculties. 
Intellect or Science, if pushed up to the position of idols. If they are made rivals to 
Allah, question them: Will they solve Allah's mysteries, or even the mysteries of 
Life and Soul? 

36. What is the matter with you? How judge ye? 

37. Or have ye a book through which ye learn- 

38. That ye shall have, through it whatever ye 
choose?(5619) 

5619 It is clearly against both logic and justice that men of righteousness should 
have the same End as men of sin. Even in this life, man cannot command 
whatever he chooses, though he is allowed a limited freedom of choice. How can 
he expect such a thing under a reign of perfect Justice and Truth? 

39. Or have ye Covenants with Us to oath, (5620) 
reaching to the Day of Judgment, (providing) that ye 
shall have whatever ye shall demand? 

5620 Nor can the Pagans plead that they have any special Covenants with Allah 
which give them a favoured position above other mortals. The "Chosen Race" idea 
of the Jews is also condemned. It is quite true that a certain race or group, on 
account of special aptitude may be chosen by Allah to uphold His truth and 
preach it. But this is conditional on their following Allah's Law. As soon as they 
become arrogant and selfish, they lose that position. They cannot have a perpetual 
and unconditional lease till the Day of Judgement. 

40. Ask thou of them, which of them will stand surety for 

that! 
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41. Or have they some "Partners" (in Godhead)?(5621) 
Then let them produce their "partners", if they are 
truthful! 

5621 "Partners" in Godhead: as in the doctrine of the Trinity, or indeed in any 
form of polytheism. Such a doctrine destroys the cardinal doctrine of the Unity of 
Allah. 

42. The Day that the shank(5622) shall be laid bare, and 
they shall be summoned to prostrate in adoration, but 
they shall not be able,- 

5622 The Day diat die Sliin shall be laid bare, that is, when men are confronted 
with the stark reality of the Day of Judgement. On that occasion men will be 
summoned to adoration, not necessarily in words, but by die logic of facts, when 
the Reality will be fully manifest: the Glory will be too dazzling for the 
Unbelievers, whose past deliberate refusal, when they had freedom to choose, and 
yet rejected, will stand in their way. (R). 

43. Their eyes will be(5623) cast down,- ignominy will 
cover them; seeing that they had been summoned 
aforetime to prostate in adoration, while they were in 
good shape,(5624) (and had refused). 

5623 Then past memories, combined with their present position, will then fill 
them with a sense of the deepest dismay and humiliation. See last note. 

5624 Salimun: whole, in full possession of the power of judgement and will; not 
constrained, as they now will be, by the Punishment staring them full in the face. 

44. Then leave Me(5625) alone with such as reject this 
Message: by degrees shall We punish them from 
directions they perceive not. (5626) 

5625 Notice die transition between "Me" and "We" in this verse, and again to "I" 
and "My" in the next verse. The first person plural ordinarily used in the Holy 
Qur'an as Allah's Word, is the plural of respect In Royal decrees the first person 
plural is similarly used. When the first person singular is used, it marks some 
special personal relation, either of Mercy or favours {as in 2:38 or 2:150) or of 
punishment, as here. (Cf n. 56 to 2:38). 

5626 Cf.7:lS2. We mustnotbe impatient if we see the wicked flourish. It may be 
that the very appearance of flourishing here may be a part of the Punishment 
There may be an eventual punishment by a sort of Cataclysm; but evolutionary 
punishment is gradual and sure. Allah may punish wicked people by granting 
them respite and providing them worldly benefits in abundance, which encourages 
them in sin and transgression. So when they are finally seized by the Wrath of 
Allah they are caught suddenly and utterly unprepared, as it were, red-handed 
while engrossed in disbelief, a life of impiety and open revolt against their Lord! 
(R). 

45. A (long) respite will I grant them: truly powerful is 
My Plan. 

46. Or is it that thou dost ask them for a reward, (5627) 
so that they are burdened with a load of debt?- 

5627 Cf. 52:40 n. 5074. It costs the Unbelievers nothing to hear the Preacher, for 
the Preacher asks for no reward, and indeed suffers for then benefit. The 
Preacher need not look even for appreciation or conversions. Al Mustafa is 
addressed in the first instance, but there is always a universal interpretation. The 
righteous man asks for no reward for his preaching or example: if he did, the 
value would be too great for the world to pay for. The Unbelievers behave as if 



they had the secret of the Unseen, but they are empty triflers, for, if they only tried 
to formulate spiritual laws, they would fail. 

47. Or that the Unseen(5628) is in their hands, so that 
they can write it down? 

5628 Cf. 52:41, n. 5075. The Unseen is certainly not within their knowledge or 
control. If it were, they could clearly write it down for their own guidance or the 
guidance of others. They should listen to the words of inspiration, sent by the 
Knower of all things. 

48. So wait with patience for the Command of thy Lord, 
and be not like the Companion(5629) of the Fish,- 
when he cried out in agony. 

5629 This was Dhu al Nun, or Jonah, for whom see n. 2744 to 21:87-88. Cf. also 
37:139-148 and the notes there. Jonah was asked to preach to the people of 
Nineveh , a wicked city. He met with hostility and persecution, fled from his 
enemies, and took a boat He was caught in a storm and thrown into the sea. He 
was swallowed by a fish or whale, but he repented in his living prison, and was 
forgiven. But the people of Nineveh were also forgiven, for they, too, repented. 
Here is a double allegory of Allah's mercy and forgiveness, and a command to 
patience, and complete and joyful submission to the Will of Allah. 

49. Had not Grace from his Lord reached him, he would 
indeed have been cast off on the naked(5630) shore, 
in disgrace. 

5630 Cf. 37:145-146, and n. 4126. 

50. Thus did his Lord(5631) choose him and make him of 
the Company of the Righteous. (5632) 

5631 Jonah was chosen by Allah's Grace and Mercy to be Allah's Prophet to 
Nineveh . If in his human frailty he lost a little patience, he suffered his 
punishment, but his true and sincere repentance and recognition of Allah's 
goodness and mercy restored him from his physical and mental distress, and from 
the obscuration of the spiritual Light in him. 

5632 Cf. 4:69, n. 586. In the beautiful Fellowship of the Righteous there is room 
for all, of every grade of spiritual advancement, from the highest to the most 
ordinary. But, as in democratic politics every citizen's rights and status have 
complete recognition, so, in the spiritual Fellowship, die badge of Righteousness is 
the bond, even though there maybe higher degrees of knowledge or experience. 

51. And the Unbelievers would almost trip thee up(5633) 
with their eyes when they hear the Message; and they 
say: "Surely he is possessed!" 

5633 The eyes of evil men look at a good man as if they would "eat him up", or 
trip him up or disturb him from his position of stability or firmness. They use all 
sorts of terms of abuse -"madman" or "one possessed by an evil spirit", and so on. 
Cf. 68:2 above, and n. 5594. But the good man is unmoved, and takes his even 
course. The Message of Allah is true and will endure, and it is a Message to all 
Creation. 

52. But it is nothing less than a Message(5634) to all the 
worlds. 

5634 This is the extreme antithesis to madness or demoniacal possession. So far 
from the Prophet uttering words disjointed or likely to harm people, he was 
bringing the Message of true Reality', which was to be cure of all evil, in every kind 
of world. For the different kinds of worlds see n. 20 to 1:2. 
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69. Al Haqqah (The Sure Reality) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. The Sure Reality!(5635) 

5635 Al Kaqqah; the sure Truth: the Event that must inevitably come to pass; the 
state in which all falsehood and pretence will vanish, and the absolute Truth will 
be laid bare. The question in the three verses raise an air of mystery. The 
solution is suggested in what happened to Thamud and 'Ad, and other people of 
antiquity, who disregarded the Truth of Allah and came to \iolent end, even in 
this Hfe -symbolically suggesting the great Cataclysm of the Hereafter, the Day of 
Doom. 

2. What is the Sure Reality? 

3. And what will make thee realise what the Sure 
Reality is? 

4. The Thamud(5636) and the 'Ad People (branded) as 
false the Stunning Calamity!(5637) 

5636 For these two peoples of antiquity, see n. 1043 to 7:73, and n. 1040 to 7:65. 

5637 Another description of the terrible Day of Judgement. This word Qari'ali 
alsooccms as the tide of S. 101. 

5. But the Thamud,- they were destroyed by a terrible 
Storm(5638) of thunder and lightning! 

5638 Thamud were addicted to class arrogance. They oppressed the poor. The 
prophet Salih preached to them, and put forward a wonderful she-camel as 
symbol of the lights of the poor, but they hamstrung her. See n. 1044 to 7:73. 
They were destroyed in a mighty calamity, an earthquake accompanying a 
terrible thunderstorm. 

6. And the ' Ad-(5639) they were destroyed by a furious 
Wind, exceedingly violent; 

5639 Ad were an unjust people spoilt by their prosperity. The prophet Hud 
preached to them in vain. They were apparently destroyed by a terrible blast of 
wind. See n. 1040 to 7:65. See also 41:15-16, n. 4483, and 54:19, n. 5144. 

7. He made it rage against them seven nights and eight 
days in succession: so that thou couldst see the 
(whole) people lying prostrate in its (path), as they 
had been roots of hollow palm trees(5640) tumbled 
down! 

5640 A graphic simile. Dead men all lying about like hollow trunks of palm trees 

with their roots exposed! The Ad were reputed to be of a tall stature. 

8. Then seest thou any of them left surviving?(5641) 

5641 The calamity was thorough. Ad were destroyed, and then Thamud, and 
only the tradition of them was left behind. See the references in n. 5636. 

9. And Pharaoh, (5642) and those before him, (5643) 
and the Cities Overthrown, (5644) committed habitual 
Sin. 

5642 Pharaoh's Messenger was Moses. See the story in 7:103-137 and the notes 
there. Pharaoh was inordinately proud, and his fall was proportionately great: it 
gradually extended to his dynasty and his people: See Appendix V of S. 7. 

5643 If we follow the sequence of peoples whose sins destroyed them, as 
mentioned in 7:59-158, we begin with Noah, then have Ad, and Thamud, then 
the Cities of the Plain, then Midian, then the people whose prophet was Moses 
(who occupies a central place in the canvas), and then the Pagan Quraysh, to 
whom came the last and the greatest of the prophets, our Prophet Muhammad. 
This is the chronological sequence. Here there is no detail, nor even complete 



mention. But Noah is alluded to last, and Ad and Thamud mentioned first, 
because the latter two belong to Arab tradition, and this is specially addressed to 
die Pagans of Makkah. Pharaoh is mentioned rather than Moses for the same 
reason, and any others are "those before Pharaoh". 

5644 The Cities Overthrown; Sodom and Gomorrah, Cities of the Plain, to 
whom Lot preached see 9:70, n. 1330; and 7:80-84, n. 1049. 

10. And disobeyed (each) the messenger of their Lord; 
so He punished them with an abundant Penalty. 

11. We, when the water (of Noah's Flood) overflowed 
beyond its limits,(5645) carried you (mankind), in 
the floating (Ark), 

5645 It was a widespread Flood. Cf. 7:59-64; also 11:25-49. Noah was ridiculed 
for his preparations for the Flood: see 11:38, n. 1531. But Allah had 
commanded htm to build an Ark , in order that mankind should be saved from 
perishing in the Flood. But only those of Faith got into the Aide and were saved. 
As the Ark was built to Allah's command, Allah "carried you (mankind) in the 
floating (Ark)". (R). 

12. That We might make it a Message(5646) unto you, 
and that ears (that should hear the tale and) retain 
its memory should bear its (lessons) in 
remembrance. (5647) 

5646 It was a memorial for all time, to show that evil meets with its punishment, 
but die good are saved by the mercy of Allah. 

5647 Cf. the biblical phrase, "He that hath ears to hear, let him hear" (Matt. 
11:15). But the phrase used here has a more complicated import. An ear may 
hear, but for want of will in the hearer the hearer may not wish, for the future or 
for all time, to retain the memory of the lessons he has heard, even though for 
die time being he was impressed by it. The penetration of the Truth has to be far 
deeper and subder, and this is desired here. 



13. Then, when 
Trumpet,(5648) 



one blast is sounded on the 



5648 We now come to the Ine\itable Event, the Day of Judgement, the theme of 
diis Surah. This is the first Blast referred to in 39:68, n. 4343. 

14. And the earth is moved, and its mountains, (5649) 
and they are crushed to powder at one stroke, - 

5649 The whole of our \isible world, as we now know it, will pass away, and a 
new world will come into being. The mountains are specially mentioned, 
because they stand as a type of hardness, size, and durability. They will be 
"crushed to powder", i.e., lose their form and being at one stroke (Cf. 89:21). 

15. On that Day shall the (Great) Event come to pass. 

16. And the sky will be rent asunder, for it will that Day 
be flimsy, 

17. And the angels will be on its sides,(5650) and eight 
will, that Day, bear the Throne(5651) of thy Lord 
above them. 

5650 The whole picture is painted in graphic poetical images, to indicate that 
which cannot be adequately described in words, and which indeed our human 
faculties with their present limited powers are not ready to comprehend. The 
angels will be on all sides, arrayed in ranks upon ranks, and the Throne of the 
Lord on high will be borne by eight angels {or eight rows of angels). That will be 
die Day when Justice will be fully established and man be mustered to his Lord 
for reckoning. (R). 

5651 The number eight has perhaps no special significance, unless it be with 
reference to the shape of the Throne or the number of the angels. The Oriental 
Throne is often octagonal, and its bearers would be one at each corner. (R). 
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18. That Day shall ye be brought to Judgment: not an 
act of yours that ye hide will be hidden. 

19. Then he that will be given his Record in his right 
hand(5652) will say: "Ah here! Read ye my Record! 

5652 Cf. 17:71, where the righteous are described as those who are given their 
record in their right hand at judgement. In 56:27, 38, and other passages, the 
righteous are called "Companions of the Right Hand". 

20. "I did really understand (5653) that my Account 
would (One Day) reach me!" 

5653 The righteous one rejoices that the faith he had during this world's life was 
fully justified, and is now actually realised before him. He quite understood and 
believed that good and evil must meet with their due consequences in the 
Hereafter, however much appearances may have been against it in the life in the 
lower world, "in the days that are gone." 

21. And he will be in a life of Bliss, 

22. In a Garden on high, 

23. The Fruits whereof(5654) (will hang in bunches) low 
and near. 

5654 The symbolism is that of ripe, luscious grapes, hanging low in heavy 
bunches, so near that they could be gathered and enjoyed in dignified ease. Cf. 
also 55:54 and 76:14. 

24. "Eat ye and drink ye, with full satisfaction; because 
of the (good) that ye sent before you, (5655) in the 
days that are gone!"(5656) 

5655 Cf 2:110: "Whatever good ye send forth for your souls before you, ye shall 
find it with Allah: for Allah sees well all that ye do." 

5656 It will be a wholly new world, a new earth and a new heaven, when the 
blessed might well think with calm relief of "the days that are gone". Cf. 14:48, 
and n. 1925. Even Time and Space will be no more, so that any ideas that we 
may form here will be found to have become wholly obsolete by them. 

25. And he that will be given his Record in his left 
hand, (5657) will say: "Ah! Would that my Record had 
not been given to me! 

5657 This is in contrast to the righteous ones who will receive their record in 
their light hand. Cf. 69:19, n. 5652. The righteous are glad when they remember 
their past: then memory is itself a precious possession. The unjust are in agony 
when they remember then past Then memory is itself a grievous punishment. 

26. "And that I had never realised how my account 
(stood)! 

27. "Ah! Would that (Death)(5658) had made an end of 
me! 

5658 The death as from this life was but a transition into a new world. They 
would wish that that death had been the end of all things, but it will not be. 

28. "Of no profit to me has been my wealth! 

29. "My power has perished from me!". ..(5659) 

5659 The intensest agony is when the soul loses power over itself, when the 
personality tries to realise itself in new conditions and cannot: this is life in death. 

30. (The stern command will say): "Seize ye him, and 
bind ye him, (5660) 

5660 Perhaps the word for 'bind' should be construed: 'bind his hands round his 
neck, to remmd him that his hands when they were free were closed to all acts of 
charity and mercy': Cf. 17:29. 

31. "And burn ye him in the Blazing Fire. 



32. "Further, make him march in a chain, whereof(5661) 
the length is seventy cubits! 

5661 The sinful men who will be given their record on the Day of Judgement in 
their left hands will be in utter despair. Their power and authority which they 
nnsused to perpetrate injustice and oppression will be gone. The wealth that had 
made them turn a deaf ear to the call of truth will be no more. They will cry out 
in agony, "O would that we were never raised again! O would that death had 
obliterated us once for all". But these cries will be of no avail. They will be 
seized, bound in chams and thrown mto the Blazing Fire for their crimes against 
Allah and man. [Eds.]. 

33. "This was he that would not believe(5662) in Allah 
Most High. 

5662 The grip of sin was fastened on sinners because they forsook Allah. They 
ran after then own lusts and worshipped them or they ran after Allah's creatures, 
ignoring Him Who is the cause and source of all good. 

34. "And would not encourage(5663) the feeding of the 
indigent! 

5663 Cf. 107:3; 89:18. The practical result of their rebellion agamst the God of 
Mercy was that their sympathies dried up. Not only did they not help or feed 
those in need, but they hindered others from domg so. And they have neither 
friend nor sympathy (food) in the Hereafter. 

35. "So no friend hath he here this Day. 

36. "Nor hath he any food except the corruption(5664) 
from the washing of wounds, 

5664 They wounded many people by their cruelty and injustice in this life, and it 
is befitting that they should have no food other than "the corruption from the 
washmg of wounds". (R). 

37. "Which none do eat but those in sin." 

38. So I do call to witness(5665) what ye see, 

5665 This is an adjuration in the same form as that which occurs in 56:75, 70:40, 
90:1, and elsewhere. Allah's Word is the quintessence of Truth. But what if 
someone doubts whether a particular message is Allah's Word communicated 
through His Messenger, or merely an imaginary tale presented by a poet, or a 
soothsayer's vain prophecy? Then we have to examine it in die light of our 
highest spiritual faculties. The witness to that Word is what we know in the 
visible world, in which falsehood in the long run gives place to truth, and what we 
know in the invisible world, through our highest spiritual faculties. We are asked 
to examine and test it in both these ways. 

39. And what ye see not, 

40. That this is verily the word of an honoured 
messenger;(5666) 

5666 Honoured messenger: one that is worthy of honour on account of the 
purity of his life, and may be relied upon not to invent things but to give the true 
inner experiences of his soul in Revelation. 

41. It is not the word of a poet:(5667) little it is ye 
believe! 

5667 A poet draws upon his imagination, and the subjective factor is so strong 
that diough we may learn much from hrm, we cannot believe as facts the 
wonderful tales he has to tell. And the poet who is not a Seer is merely a vulgar 
votary of exaggerations and falsehoods. 

42. Nor is it the word of a soothsayer:(5668) little 
admonition it is ye receive. 

5668 A soothsayer merely pretends to foretell future events of no profound 
spiritual consequence. Most of his prophecies are frauds, and none of them is 
meant to teach lessons of real admonition. Such admonition is the work of an 
honoured prophet. 

43. (This is) a Message sent down from the Lord of the 
Worlds. 
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44. And if the messenger were to invent any sayings in 
Our name, 



by his right 



45. We should certainly seize him 
hand, (5669) 

5669 The right hand is the hand of power and action. Anyone who is seized by 
his right hand is prevented from acting as he wishes or carrying out his purpose. 
The argument is that if an imposter were to arise, he would soon be found out. 
He could not carry out his fraud indefinitely. But the prophets of Allah, however 
much they are persecuted, gain more and more power every day, as did the 
Prophet, whose truth, earnestness, sincerity, and love for all, were recognised as 
his life unfolded itself. (R). 

46. And We should certainly then cut off the artery of 
his heart:(5670) 

5670 This would effectually stop the functioning of his life. 

47. Nor could any of you withhold him(5671) (from Our 
wrath). 

5671 The protection which the prophets of Allah enjoy in circumstances of 
danger and difficulty would not be available for imposters. (R). 

48. But verily this is a Message for the Allah. fearing. 

49. And We certainly know that there are amongst you 
those that reject (it). 



50. But truly (Revelation) is a cause of sorrow(5672) for 
the Unbelievers. 

5672 The Message of Allah is glad tidings for those who believe in Him and 
follow His Law, for it is a message of Mercy and Forgiveness through repentance 
and amendment. But in the case of the wicked it is a cause of sorrow, for it 
denounces sin and proclaims the punishment of those who do not turn from evil 
(CF. 2:187). 

51. But verily it is Truth(5673) of assured certainty. 

5673 All Truth is in itself certain. But as received by men, and understood with 
reference to men's psychology, certainty may have certain degrees. There is the 
probability or certainty resulting from the application of man's power of 
judgement and his appraisement of evidence. This is Hhu al yaqin, certainty by 
reasoning or inference. Then there is the certainty of seeing something with our 
own eyes. "Seeing is belie\ing."This is 'ahi al yaqin, certainty by personal 
inspection. See 102:5, 7. Then, as here, there is the absolute Truth, with no 
possibility of error of judgement or error of the eye, (which stands for any 
instrument of sense-perception and any ancillary aids, such as microscopes, etc.). 
This absolute Truth is the haqq al yaqin spoken of here. 

52. So glorify the name(5674) of thy Lord Most High. 

5674 As Allah has given us this absolute Truth through His Revelation, it 
behooves us to understand it and be grateful to Him. We must celebrate His 
praises in thought, word and deed. 



-<C>^> 



*-•- 



70. 



Al Ma'arij (The Ways of Ascent) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. A questioner asked(5675) about a Penalty to befall- 

5675 Any one might ask. When will Judgement come? That question usually 
implies doubt. The answer is: the mystery of Time is beyond man's 
comprehension. But there is something which touches him closely and concerns 
his conduct and his future welfare; and that is explained in four propositions: (1) 
Judgement is sure to come, and none can ward it off; (2) it will exact a dreadful 
Penalty from Unbelievers, but the righteous have nothing to fear; (3) it will be a 
Penalty from Allah, the Lord of both Justice and Mercy, it will not be merely a 
blind calamity of fate; and (4) further we are reminded of another tide of Allah. 
"Lord of the Ways of Ascent"; which means that though He sits high on His 
Throne of Glory, He is not inaccessible, but in His infinite Mercy has provided 
ways of ascent to Him; see next note. 

2. The Unbelievers, the which there is none to ward off,- 

3. (A Penalty) from Allah, Lord of the Ways of 
Ascent. (5676) 

5676 Ma'arij: stairways, ways of ascent. In 43:33, the word is used in its literal 
sense: "silver stairways on which to go up". Here there is a profound spiritual 
meaning. Can we reach up to Allah Most High? In His infinite grace He gives that 
privilege to angels and spiritual beings, man being such in his highest aspect. But 
the way is not easy, nor can it be travelled in a day. See the next two notes . 



4. The angels and the Spirit(5677) ascend unto him in a 
Day(5678) the measure whereof is (as) fifty thousand 
years: 

5677 Ruh: "The Spirit", Cf. 78:38, "the Spirit and the angels"; and 97:4, "the angels 
and the Spirit". In 16:2, we have translated R uh by "inspiration Some 
Commentators understand the angel Gabriel by "the Spirit". But I think a more 
general meaning is possible, and fits the context better. (R). 

5678 Cf. 32:4-5, and notes 3632 and 3634. 



a Patience of 



5. Therefore do thou hold Patience,- 
beautiful (contentment). (5679) 

5679 The prophet of Allah, persecuted and in trouble with the world, should yet 
hold Patience -not the sort of patience which goes with complaints expressed or 
suppressed, but the sort of patience that is content with the ordering of Allah's 
world, for he believes and knows it to be good, as did die Prophet Muhammad. 
Such a patience is akin to Good Pleasure, for it arises from the purest faith and 
trust in Allah. (R). 

6. They see the (Day) indeed as a far-off (event): 

7. But We see it (quite) near. (5680) 

5680 The men of evil may see the just retribution for their sins so far off that they 
doubt whether it would ever come. But in Allah's sight, and on the scale of the 
Universal Plan, it is quite near; for time as we know it hardly exists in the spiritual 
world. It may come even in this life: but it is bound to come eventually. 

8. The Day that the sky will be like molten brass,(5681) 
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5681 Cf. 18:29 (where the wrongdoer will have a drink like melted brass in Hell); 
and 44:45, {where his food will be like molten brass). Here the appearance of the 
sky is compared to molten brass, or, as some understand it, like the dregs of oil. 
What is conveyed by the metaphor is that the beautiful blue sky will melt away. 

9. And the mountains will be like wool, (5682) 

5682 Cf. 101:5, where the metaphor of carded wool is used. The mountains 
which seem so solid will be like flakes of wool driven by the carder's hand. 

10. And no friend will ask after a friend, (5683) 

5683 The world as we know it will have so completely passed away that the 
landmarks in the heavens and on earth will also have vanished. Not only that, but 
the human relationships of mind and heart will have been transformed by sin into 
something ugly and dreadful. The sinners will be so overcome with tenor at the 
realisation of their personal responsibility that they will desert their most intimate 
friends, and indeed their very sight of each other will add to their agony. 

11. Though they will be put in sight of each other,- the 
sinner's desire will be: Would that he could redeem 
himself from the Penalty of that Day (5684) by 
(sacrificing) his children, 

5684 The sinner will offer his children, his family, his kinsmen, who had sheltered 
and protected him-in fact everything on earth that he could-as a ransom for 
himself. Such would be his selfishness and his agony. 

12. His wife and his brother, 

13. His kindred who sheltered him, 

14. And all, all that is on earth,- so it could deliver 
him:(5685) 

5685 What would not the sinner give for his own deliverance! But nothing could 
save htm. The Fire of Hell would be roaring for htm! 

15. By no means! for it would be the Fire of HelM- 

16. Plucking out (his being) right to the skull!-(5686) 

5686 It would be a Fire not only burning his body, but reaching right up to his 
brains and his understanding and— as is said in 104:7— his heart and affections also. 
In other words the Penalty typified by the Fire will bum into his inmost being. 

17. Inviting (all) such as turn their backs(5687) and turn 
away their faces (from the Right). 

5687 The analysis of sin is given in four masterstrokes, of which the first two refer 
to the will or psychology of the sinner, and the last two to the use he makes of the 
good things of this life. (1) Sin begins with turning your back to the Right, refusing 
to face it squarely, running away from it whether from cowardice or indifference. 
(2) But Conscience and the sense of Right will try to prevent the flight; the Grace 
of Allah will meet the sinner at all comers and try to reclaim htm; the hardened 
sinner will deliberately turn away his face from it, insult it, and reject it. (3) The 
result of this psychology will be that he will abandon himself to greed, to the 
collection of riches, and the acquisition of material advantages to which he is not 
entitled; this may involve hypocrisy, fraud, and crime. (4) Having acquired the 
material advantages, the next step will be to keep others out of them, to prevent 
hoarded wealth from fructifying by circulation, to conceal it from envy or spite. 
This is the spiritual Rake's Progress. 

18. And collect (wealth) and hide it (from use)! 

19. Truly man was created very impatient;-(5688) 

5688 Man, according to the Plan of Allah, was to be in the best of moulds (95:4). 
But in order to fulfil his high destiny he was given free will to a limited extent. The 
wrong use of this free will makes his nature weak (4:28), or hasty (17:11), or 
impatient, as here. That becomes his nature by his own act, but he is spoken of as 
so created because of the capacities given to him in his creation. 

20. Fretful when evil touches him; 

21. And niggardly when good reaches him;-(5689) 

5689 In adversity he complains and gets into despair. In prosperity he becomes 
arrogant and forgets other people's lights and his own shortcomings . Cf. 4 1 :49-50. 



22. Not so those devoted to Prayer;-(5690) 

5690 The description of those devoted to Prayer is given in a number of clauses 
that follow, mtroduced by the words "Those who . . .". "Devoted to Prayer" is here 
but another aspect of what is described elsewhere as the Faithful and the 
Righteous. Devotion to prayer does not mean merely a certain number of formal 
rites or prostrations. It means a complete surrender of one's being to Allah. This 
means an earnest approach to and realisation of Allah's Presence ("steadfastness in 
Prayer"); acts of practical and real charity; and attempt to read this life in terms of 
the Hereafter; the seeking of the Peace of Allah and avoidance of His displeasure; 
chastity; probity; true and firm witness; and guarding the sacredness of the 
Presence (verse 34). 

23. Those who remain steadfast to their prayer; 

24. And those in whose wealth is a recognised right. 

25. For the (needy) who asks and him who is prevented 
(for some reason from asking);(5691) 

5691 See n. 5001 to 51:19. True charity consists in finding out those in real need, 
whether they ask or not. Most frequently those who ask are idle men who 
insolently wish to live upon others. But all cases of those who ask should be duly 
investigated, in case a little timely help may set the errnig on the way. But the man 
with wealth or talent or opportunity has the further responsibility of searching out 
those in need of his assistance, in order to show that he holds all gifts in trust for 
the service of his fellow creatures. 

26. And those who hold to the truth of the Day of 
Judgment; 

27. And those who fear(5692) the displeasure of their 
Lord,- 

5692 A true fear of Allah is the fear of offending against His Holy Will and Law, 
and is therefore akin to the love of Allah. It proceeds from the realisation that all 
true peace and tranquillity comes from attuning our will to the Universal Will, and 
that sin causes discord, disharmony, and displeasure— another name for the Wrath 
of Allah. 

28. For their Lord's displeasure is the opposite of Peace 
and Tranquillity;-(5693) 

5693 Some would construe this verse: "And their Lord's displeasure is one against 
which diere is no security"; meaning that the punishment of sin may come 
suddenly at any time, when you least expect it 



29. And those who guard their chastity, 

30. Except with their wives and the 
whom(5694) their right hands possess,- 
they are not to be blamed. 



(captives) 
for (then) 



5694 Captives of war may be married as such: see 4:25: but dieir status is inferior 
to that of free wives until they are free. This institution of the captives of war is 
now obsolete. Such inferiority of status as there was, was in the status of captivity, 
not in the status of marriage as such, in which there are no degrees except by local 
customs, which Islam does not recognise. 



31. But those who trespass beyond 
transgressors;- 



this are 



respect their trusts and 



32. And those who 
covenants;(5695) 

5695 For obligations of trusts and covenants, express or implied, see n. 682 to 5:1. 
They are just as sacred in ordinary everyday life as they are in special spiritual 
relationships. In addition, our life itself, and such reason and talents as we possess, 
as well as our wealth and possessions are trusts, of which we must fulfil the duties 

punctiliously. 

33. And those who stand firm in their testimonies;(5696) 

5696 If we know any truth of any kind, to that we must bear witness, as affecting 
the lives or interests of our fellow beings -firmly, not half-heartedly, without fear or 
favour, even if it causes loss or trouble to us, or if it loses us friends or associates. 
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34. And those who guard (the sacredness) of their 
worship;-(5697) 

5697 Worship or prayer includes honest work, chant}', and every good deed. To 
guard the sacredness of this ideal is to sum up the whole duty of man. We began 
with "steadfastness in prayer" in verse 23 above, and after a review of various 
aspects of the good man's life, close with the sacredness of worship, i.e., living as m 
the sight of A 1 1 ah . 

35. Such will be the honoured ones in the Gardens (of 
Bliss). 

36. Now what is the matter with the Unbelievers that 
they rush madly before thee-(5698) 

5698 Before thee. The Unbelievers did not believe in a Hereafter. When the 
Bliss of the Hereafter was described, as in the last verse, they ridiculed it and 
pretended to be runmng in for it as in a race. They are here rebuked in the same 
tone of sarcasm. 

37. From the right and from the left, in crowds? 

38. Does every man of them long to enter the Garden of 
Bliss? 

39. By no means! For We have created them out of the 
(base matter) they know! (5699) 

5699 The animal part of man is nothmg to be proud of, and they know it It is by 
spiritual effort, and long preparation through a good life that a man can rise above 
the mere animal part of him to his high dignity as a spiritual being, and his noble 
destiny in the Hereafter. 

40. Now I do call to witness(5700) the Lord of all points 
in the East and the West(5701) that We can certainly- 
(5702) 



5700 For the form of adjuration, C, 69:38, n. 5665; also 56:75. Here the witness 
placed before us by Allah is His own power and glory manifested in the splendour 
of sunrise and sunset at different points through the solar year. 

5701 See n. 4034 to 37:5. If Allah has such power in the wonderful phenomena of 
the rising of the sun at varying points, repeated year after year, can you not see that 
He can easily substitute better men than you Unbelievers and blasphemers? 

5702 The transition from the singular "I" to the plural "We" may be noted. See n. 
56 to 2:38 

41. Substitute for them better (men) than they; And We 
are not to be defeated (in Our Plan). 

42. So leave them to plunge in vain talk and play 
about,(5703) until they encounter that Day of theirs 
which they have been promised!- 

5703 Then talk, their scepticism, is vain, because all spiritual evidence is against it, 
it is like the foolish play of people who do not think seriously. But the tremendous 
Day of Judgement and Reality will come, as described in the next two verses. 

43. The Day whereon they will issue from their 
sepulchres in sudden haste as if they were rushing to 
a goal-post (fixed for them), -(5704) 

5704 Now there will be a definite Goalpost or Banner or Standard of Truth fixed, 
which all must acknowledge. But they will acknowledge it in shame and dejection. 
For the time for their repentance and amendment will then have passed. 

44. Their eyes lowered in dejection,- ignominy covering 
them (all over)! such is the Day the which they are 
promised! 



-<&«s> 



*-•- 



71. 



Nuh (Noah) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. We sent Noah(5705) to his People (with the 
Command): "Do thou warn thy People before there 
comes to them a grievous Penalty." 

5705 Noah's mission is referred to in many places. See specially 11:25-49 and 
notes. His contemporaries had completely abandoned the moral law. A purge had 
to be made, and the great Flood made it This gives a new starting pomt in history 
for Noah's People - i.e., for the remnant saved in the Ark. 

2. He said: "0 my People! I am to you a Warner, clear 
and open:(5706) 

5706 His Warning was to be both clear (i.e., unambiguous) and open (i.e. f 
publicly proclaimed). Both these meanings are implied in Mubin. Ct. 67:26. The 
meaning of the Warning was obviously that if they had repented, they would have 
obtained mercy. 

3. "That ye should worship Allah, fear Him and obey 
me:(5707) 



5707 Three aspects of man's duty are emphasised: (1) true worship with heart and 
soul; (2) God-fearing recognition that all e\il must lead to self-deterioration and 
Judgement; (3) hence repentance and amendment of life, and obedience to good 
men's counsels. 

4. "So He may forgive you your sins and give you respite 
for a stated Term: for when the Term given by Allah is 
accomplished, it cannot be put forward: (5708) if ye 
only knew." 

5708 Allah gives respite freely; but it is for Him to give it His command is definite 
and final; neither man nor any other authority can alter or in any way modify it. If 
we could only realise this to the full in our inmost soul, it would be best for us and 
lead to our happmess. 



5. He said: 
and day: 



'0 my Lord! I have called to my People night 



6. "But my call only increases (their) flight (from the 
Right). (5709) 

5709 When convincing arguments and warnings are placed before sinners, there 
are two kinds of reactions. Those who are wise receive admonition, repent, and 
bring forth fruits of repentance, i.e., amend their lives and turn to Allah. On the 
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other hand, those who are callous to any achice take it up as a reproach, fly farther 
and farther from righteousness, and shut out more and more the channels through 
which Allah's healing Grace can reach them and work for them. 

7. "And every time I have called to them, that Thou 
mightest forgive them, they have (only) thrust their 
fingers into their ears, covered themselves up 
with(5710) their garments, grown obstinate, and 
given themselves up to arrogance. 

5710 The literal meaning would be that, just as they thrust their fingers into their 
ears to prevent the voice of the admonisher reaching them, so they covered their 
bodies with their garments that the light of truth should not penetrate to them and 
that they should not even be seen by the Preacher. But there is a further symbolic 
meaning. "Then" garments" are the adornments of vanities, their e\il habits, 
customs, and traditions, and their ephemeral interests and standards. They drew 
them closer round them to prevent the higher Light reaching them. They grew 
obstinate and gave themselves up to the grossest form of selfish arrogance. 

8. "So I have called to them aloud; 



in public(5711) and 



9. "Further I have spoken to them 
secretly in private, 

5711 Noah used all the resources of the earnest preacher: he dinned the Message 
of Allah into their ears; he spoke in public places; and he took individuals into his 
confidence and appealed to them; but all in vain. 

10. "Saying, 'Ask forgiveness from your Lord; for He is 
Oft-Forgiving; 

11. " 'He will send rain(5712) to you in abundance; 

5712 They had perhaps been suffering from drought or famine. If they had taken 
the message in the right way, the rain would have been a blessing to them. They 
took it in the wrong way, and the ram was a curse to them, for it flooded the 
country and drowned the wicked generation. In the larger Plan, it was a blessing 
all the same; for it purged the world, and gave it a new start, morally and 
spiritually. 

12. "'Give you increase in wealth and sons; and bestow 
on you gardens and bestow on you rivers (of flowing 
water). (5713) 

5713 Each of these blessings— rain and crops, wealth and manpower, flourishing 
gardens, and perennial streams— are indications of prosperity, and have not only a 
material but also a spiritual meaning. Note the last point, "rivers of flowing water". 
The perennial springs make the prosperity as it were permanent; they indicate a 
settled population, honest and contented, and enjoying their blessings here on 
earth as the foretaste of the eternal joys of heaven. 

13. " 'What is the matter with you, that ye place not your 
hope for kindness and long-suffering in Allah, -(5713- 
A) 

5713-A Ail alternative translation would be \ . . that ye fear Allah's Message", i.e. f 
why don't you fear Allah's Majesty, His greatness, and consequent punishment for 
your sinfulness; and hope for His mercy, kindness, and reward for your faith and 
good deeds? The words of the verse contain the twin strands— fear and hope- 
simultaneously. (R). 

14. "'Seeing that it is He that has created you in diverse 
stages?(5714) 

5714 Cf. 22:5, and notes 2773-2777; also 23:12-17, and notes 2872-2875. The 
meaning here may be even wider. Man in his various states exhibits various 
wonderful qualities or capacities, mental and spiritual, that may be compared with 
the wonderful workings of nature on the earth and in the heavens. Will he not 
then be grateful for these Mercies and turn to Allah, Who created all these 
marvels? 

15. "'See ye not how Allah has created the seven 
heavens one above another,(5715) 

5715 See n. 5559 to 67:3. 

16. "'And made the moon a light in their midst, and 
made the sun as a (Glorious) Lamp?(5716) 



5716 Cf. 25:61, where the sun is referred to as the glorious Lamp of the heavens: 
"Blessed is He Who made the Constellations in the skies, and placed therein a 
lamp, and a moon giving light" 

17. "'And Allah has produced you from the earth 
growing (gradually), (5717) 

5717 Cf. 3:37, where the growth of the child Mary the Mother of Jesus is 
described by the same word imbat, ordinarily denoting the growth of plants and 
trees. The simile is that of a seed sown, that germinates, glows, and dies, and goes 
back to the earth. In man, there is the further process of the Resurrection Cf. also 
20:55. 

18. "'And in the End He will return you into the (earth), 
and raise you forth (again at the Resurrection)? 

19. "'And Allah has made the earth for you as a carpet 
(spread out), (5718) 

5718 QT 20:53. 

20. "'That ye may go about therein, in spacious 
roads. '"(5719) 

5719 Fijaj implies valley roads or passes between mountains. Though there are 
mountain chains on the earth, Allah's artistry has provided even in such regions, 
valleys and channels by which men may go about Mountain roads usually follow 
the valleys. 

21. Noah said: "O my Lord! They have disobeyed me, but 
they follow (men)(5719-A) whose wealth and children 
give them no increase but only Loss. 

5719-A Sinners always resent it as a reproach that righteous men should speak to 
them for their own good. They prefer smooth flatterers, and they worship power 
even though the depositories of power are selfish men, who neither profit 
themselves nor profit others by the wealth and manpower that they collect round 
themselves. They forget that mere material things may be a delusion and a snare 
unless the moral and spiritual factor behind them sanctifies them. 

22. "And they have devised a tremendous Plot. (5720) 

5720 Ha\ing got material resources the wicked devise plots to get rid of the 
righteous whose presence is a reproach to them. For a time their plots may seem 
tremendous and have the appearance of success, but drey can never defeat Allah's 
Purpose. 

23. "And they have said (to each other), 'Abandon not 
your gods:(5721) Abandon neither Wadd nor Suwa', 
neither Yaguth nor Ya'uq, nor Nasr';- 

5721 For an account of how these Pagan gods and superstitions connected with 
them originated, and how they became adopted into the Arabian Pagan Pantheon, 
see Appendix X at the end of this Surah. 

24. "They have already misled many; and grant Thou no 
increase to the wrong- doers but in straying (from 
their mark). "(5722) 

5722 Such Pagan superstitions and cults do not add to human knowledge or 
human well-being. They only increase error and wrongdoing. For example, how 
much lewdness resulted from the Greek and Roman Saturnalia! And how much 
lewdness results from ribald Holy songs! This is the natural result, and Noah in 
his bitterness of spmt prays that Allah's grace may be cut off from men who hug 
them to their hearts. They mislead others: let them miss their own mark! See also 
verse 28 below. 

25. Because of their sins they were drowned (in the 
flood), (5723) and were made to enter the Fire (of 
Punishment): and they found- in lieu of Allah, none to 
help them. 

5723 The Punishment of sin seizes the soul from every side and in every form. 
Water (drowning) indicates death by suffocation, through the nose, ears, eyes, 
mouth, throat, and lungs. Fire has the opposite effects; it burns the skin, the limbs, 
the flesh, the brains, the bones, and every part of the body. So the destruction 
wrought by sin is complete from all points of \iew. And yet it is not death (20:74); 
for death would be a merciful release from the Penalty, and the soul steeped in sin 
has closed the gates of Allah's Mercy on itself. There they will abide, unless and 



420 



The 



Noble 



Q u r ' a n 



"except as Allah willeth" (6:128). For time and eternity, as we conceive them now, 
have no meaning in the wholly new world which the soul enters after death or 
Judgement. 

26. And Noah, said: "O my Lord! Leave not of the 
Unbelievers, a single one on earth!(5724) 

5724 The Flood was sent in order to purge all sm. The prayer of Noah is not 
vindictive. It simply means, "Cut off all the roots of sm". See next note. 

27. "For, if Thou dost leave (any of) them, they will but 
mislead Thy devotees, and they will breed none but 
wicked ungrateful ones. 



28. "0 my Lord! Forgive me, my parents, all who enter 
my house in Faith, and (all) believing men and 
believing women:(5725) and to the wrong-doers grant 
Thou no increase but in Perdition!"(5726) 

5725 Indeed he prays for himself, his parents, his guests, and all who in earnest 
faith turn to Allah, in all ages and in all places. Praying for their forgiveness is also 
praying for the destruction of sin. 

5726 This is slightly different in form from verse 24 above, where see n. 5722. See 
also last note. 



-<S*?^> 



72. Al Jinn (The Spirits) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. Say: It has been revealed(5727) to me that a 
company of Jinns(5728) listened (to the Qur'an). 
They said, 'We have really heard a wonderful 
Recital!(5729) 

5727 Revelation may be through various channels, and one of the channels may 
be a vision, by which the Prophet sees and hears events clearly passing before him. 
This particular vision may be the same as that referred to more briefly in 46:29-32, 
where see n. 4809. The Jinns had evidently heard of previous revelations, that of 
Moses (46:30), and the error of Trinitarian Christianity (72:3). The people from 
whom they come have all sorts of good and bad persons, but they are determined 
to preach the good Message of Unity which they have heard and believed in. 

5728 For Jinns, see n. 929 to 6:100. (R). 

5729 The Holy Qur'an would be to them a wonderful Recital-both in subject 
matter and in the circumstance that it had come in Arabia among a pagan and 
ignorant nation. 

2. 'It gives guidance to the Right, and we have believed 
therein: we shall not join (in worship) any (gods) with 
our Lord. 

3. 'And Exalted is the Majesty of our Lord: He has taken 
neither a wife nor a son. (5730) 

5730 They abjure paganism and also the doctrine of a son begotten by Allah, 
which would also imply a wife of whom he was begotten. Cf. 6:101. 

4. 'There were some foolish ones among us, who used 
to utter extravagant lies against Allah. 

5. 'But we do think that no man or spirit should say 
aught that untrue against Allah. (5731) 

5731 No one ought to entertain false notions about Allah. For by joining false 
gods in our ideas of worship, we degrade our conception of ourselves and the duly 
we owe to our Creator and Chensher, to Whom we have to give a final account of 
life and conduct If we worship idols or heavenly bodies, or human beings, or any 
creature, or false fancies born of self or foolish abstractions, or the lusts and 
desires of our own hearts, we are not only doing violence to Truth, but we are 
causing discord in the harmony of the world. 



6. 'True, there were persons among mankind who took 
shelter with persons among the Jinns, but they 
increased them in folly. (5732) 

5732 If human beings think that by a resort to some mysterious spirits they can 
shelter themselves from the struggles and actualities of their own lives, they are 
sadly mistaken. They must "dree their own weird", as the Scots would say. It is 
folly to try to escape from the duties which they can understand in then own 
natural surroundings, or to try to avoid the consequences of then own acts. Only 
such persons do so as do not realise that they will ultimately have to answer at the 
Judgement Seat of Allah, whose first outpost is in their own conscience. 

7. 'And they (came to) think as ye thought, that Allah 
would not raise up any one (to Judgment). 



into the secrets of heaven; but we 
with stern guards and flaming 



8. 'And we pried 
found it filled 
fires.(5733) 

5733 See notes 1951, 1953, and 1954 to 15:17-18. See also n. 5562 to 67:5. The 
speakers here have repented of sin and evil; but they recognise that there are evil 
ones among them, who love stealth and prying, but their dark plots will be 
defeated by vigilant guardians of the Right, whose repulse of the attacks of evil is 
figured by the shafts of meteoric light in the heavens. 

9. 'We used, indeed, to sit there in (hidden) stations, to 
(steal) a hearing; but any who listen now(5734) will 
find a flaming fire watching him in ambush. 

5734 What is the force of "now"? It refers to the early Makkan period of 
Revelation. It means that whatever excuse there may have been before, for people 
to try to seek out the hidden truths of the Unseen World through spirits, there was 
none now, as the perspicuous Qur'an had restored the Message of Unity and 
cleared religion of all the cobwebs, mysteries, and falsehoods with which 
priestcraft and pious fraud had overlaid it. The result is that such seekers after 
false hidden knowledge will find themselves confronted now by the flaming fire of 
the Qur* an, which, like the shafts of meteoric light (see last note), will he in wait 
for and nip such priestcraft and black magic in the bud. 

10. 'And we understand not whether ill is intended to 
those on earth, (5735) or whether their Lord (really) 
intends to guide them to right conduct. 

5735 To these spirits this revolutionary gospel is yet new, and appears like a 
flaming sword which destroys falsehood while it protects Truth. They frankly 
confess that they do not clearly understand whether on the whole it will be a 
mercy to mankind or a punishment for mankind forsaking the paths of Allah. But 
they rightly feel that it must be a blessing if all seek right Guidance. 
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11. 'There are among us some that are righteous, and 
some the contrary: we follow divergent paths. 

12. 'But we think that we can by no means frustrate 
Allah throughout the earth, nor can we frustrate Him 
by flight. (5736) 

5736 See last note. In any case, they know that Allah's Truth and Allah's Plan 
must prevail, and no one can frustrate Allah's Purpose, or escape from it. Why 
not then bring the human will into conformity with it, and find Peace, as they have 
found, by the acceptance of Faith? 

13. 'And as for us, since we have listened to the 
Guidance, we have accepted it: and any who believes 
in his Lord has no fear, either(5737) of a short 
(account) or of any injustice. 

5737 Possibly, from this world's standards, it may be that a man suffers for his 
Faith. He may be laughed at, persecuted, and actually hurt, "in mind, body, or 
estate". But he is not perturbed, he takes it all cheerfully, because he knows that 
when his full account is made up-real gain against apparent loss-he is a gainer 
rather than a loser. And his Faith tells him that Allah is ajust God, and will never 
allow him to suffer any injustice, or permit the account of his merit to appear one 
whit shorter than it is. 

14. 'Amongst us are some that submit their wills (to 
Allah., and some that swerve from justice. Now those 
who submit their wills - they have(5738) sought out 
(the path) of right conduct: 

5738 Any one who responds to true Guidance, and submits his will to Allah, finds 
that he makes rapid progress in the path of right conduct and light life. He gets 
more and more assurance that his destination is the Garden of Bliss . 

15. 'But those who swerve,- they are (but) fuel for Hell- 
fire'-(5739) 

5739 An unjust life carries its own condemnation. It does no good to itself or to 
anyone else. It bears no fruit It becomes merely fuel for the Fire of Punishment. 



16. (And Allah. s Message is): 
(only) remained on the 
certainly have bestowed 
abundance. 



"If they (the Pagans) had 
(right) Way, We should 
on them Rain(5740) in 



5740 Rain: literally, water: stands for all lands of blessings, material, moral, and 
spiritual. Among the spiritual blessings, is the insight into higher things, which 
results from our will and endeavour to stand firm on the right Way, the natural, 
moral, and spiritual Law established by Allah. All blessings come by way of trial: 
the more we have, the more is expected of us. A man of gifts, talents, or insight is 
expected to show a higher standard of love and unselfishness than one less gifted, 
just as a rich man is expected to give more in charity than a poor man. 

17. "That We might try them by that (means). But if any 
turns away from the remembrance(5741) of his Lord, 
He will cause him to undergo a severe Penalty. 

5741 To remember Allah is to realise His presence, acknowledge His Goodness, 
and accept His guidance. If we fail to do so, by deliberately turning away, He will 
withdraw His Grace, and that will be a severe Penalty indeed. 



19. "Yet when the Devotee(5743) of Allah stands forth to 
invoke Him, they(5744) just make round him a dense 
crowd." 

5743 The Devotee of Allah: the Prophet Muhammad. 

5744 They. The immediate reference was to the Pagan Quraysh who were then in 
possession of the Kahah and who put all sorts of obstacles and indignities in the 
way of Prophet for preaching the One True God and denouncing idol-worship. 
They used to surround him and mob him and to treat him as if he was guilty of 
some dreadful crime. But the wider application refers to the habit of the world to 
make a marked man of any who diverges from the beaten paths of their favourite 
sins and who pleads earnestly for the cause of truth and righteousness. They 
ridicule hnn; they surround him with jeers and obloquy; and they try to make the 
physical condition of his life as difficultfor him as possible. 

20. Say: "I do no more than invoke my Lord, and I join 
not with Him any (false god)." 

21. Say: "It is not in my power to cause(5745) you harm, 
or to bring you to right conduct." 

5745 'Do not suppose that I am going to harm you individually or socially; the 
very opposite is my wish; but I cannot force you to right conduct; that must 
depend upon the punficatioii of your own faith and wiU. 1 

22. Say: "No one can deliver me from Allah(5746) (If I 
were to disobey Him), nor should I find refuge except 
in Him, 

5746 'My mission is from Allah. I cannot choose but obey. He has charged me to 
deliver the Message, and if I were to disobey him, I would myself be worthy of His 
punishment, and no one can save me. From every kind of trouble and difficulty 
my only refuge is in Him. I must proclaim His Message: otherwise I am false to 
the mission He has entrusted to me.' 

23. "Unless I proclaim what I receive from Allah and His 
Messages: for any that disobey Allah and His 
Messenger,- for them is Hell: they shall dwell therein 
for ever," 

24. At length, when they see (with their own eyes) that 
which they are promised, -(5747) then will they know 
who it is that is weakest in (his) helper and least 
important in point of numbers. 

5747 When the Hereafter arrives, and true values are restored, they will see 
clearly that the Promise of Allah was true, and that death on this earth was not the 
end of all things. Then they will see that those who were accounted weak on this 
earth will, in the realm of Reality, be strong ones; those who seemed to have no 
following here will have, there, all the great and true ones with them, to help them 
and welcome them to their own ranks. 

25. Say: "I know not whether the (Punishment) which ye 
are promised is near, (5748) or whether my Lord will 
appoint for it a distant term. 

5748 The coming of Judgement is certain. But the exact time, relatively to our 
standards on this earth, no one can tell. Allah alone knows it Even a Prophet of 
Allah, as such, does not know the Mysteries of the Unseen World, except insofar 
as they have been revealed to him by Allah's Revelation. Cf. 6:50, and notes 867- 



18. "And the places of worship(5742) are for 
(alone): So invoke not any one along with Allah. 



Allah 



5742 This is a Makkan Surah, and Masjid must be understood, not in the later 
technical sense of a Mosque, but in the root meaning, of any place, or occasion of 
worship or humble prostration in the service of Allah, or any limbs of faculties or 
accessories used in such worship, e.g., hands and feet, lips and voice, 
understanding or organisation. A number of meanings therefore follow: (1) No 
place of worship whatever should be used for the worship of any other but Allah 
the true God. The Ka'bah was then full of idols, but the idols and their votaries 
were usurpers. (2) Worship should not be mixed up with vain objects, but should 
be reserved for the sincere senice of Allah. (3) All our gifts are for Allah's service, 
which includes the senice of His creatures, and not for our vainglory. (R). 



26. "He (alone) knows the Unseen, nor does He make 
any one acquainted with His Mysteries,-(5749) 

5749 Mystery, or the Unseen, has two aspects. The relative Unseen is so with 

reference to a particular person, because of the intervention of Time, Space, or 
particular circumstances. For example: I cannot see today a house which I saw last 
year, because it has since been pulled down; or I cannot in Lahore see the 
"Gateway of India" in Bombay, although anyone in Bombay can see it; or I cannot 
see the satellites of Jupiter with the naked eye, though I can through a telescope; 
but die Absolute Unseen, the Absolute Mystery, or Allah's Mystery, is something 
which no creature can know or see, except insofar as Allah reveals it to him; and 
Allah reveals such things to the extent that is good for men, through His chosen 
messengers, among whom the greatest is Muhammad. The exact time of the Hour 
of Judgement has not been so shown, because we must not wait for it, but live as if 
it is to be at this minute. See last note and next note, and the references there. 
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27. "Except a messenger(5750) whom He has chosen: 
and then He makes a band of watchers(5751) march 
before him and behind him, 

5750 OT 3:179, and n. 482. See also last note. 

5751 Revelation is not a mechanical or material thing. It has to be safeguarded 
from being distorted or corrupted by ignorance, selfishness, or the powers of evil. 
How can its precious and subde worth and the spiritual safeguards against its 
misuse by human folly or the perversity of e\il be expressed in plain human 
words? We can imagine a very great treasure, which has to be transmitted. To 
guard it against e\illy-disposed persons, a strong escort is required, to march in 
front and behind, so as to protect it from all sides. When it reaches its destination, 
the escort presents its credentials and an Invoice showing the Treasure being 
transmitted. Then the destined receiver knows that it has come intact and feels 
satisfied. So, about spiritual Revelation, the spiritual man recognises the 
credentials and checks the contents on the tablets of his own heart and insight He 



has then no doubt that it is a true Message from Allah, and that those who bring it 
are the true messengers "of their Lord" (R). 

28. "That He may know that they have (truly)(5751-A) 
brought and delivered the Messages of their Lord: and 
He surrounds(5752) (all the mysteries) that are with 
them, and takes account of every single thing. "(5753) 

5751 -A They: the band of watchers. In "he may know" it is better to construe "he" 
to refer to the Prophet who receives the Message from the "watchers". 

5752 Alinta: surrounds, encompasses, encloses, guards on all sides, keeps under 
his own possession and control, and does not allow to be corrupted or debased. 
See last note but one. 

5753 In the spiritual Kingdom— as indeed, in all things— Allah's knowledge, 
wisdom, and Plan comprehend all things, great and small. There is nothing which 
we do, nothing which happens that is outside His account. (Cf, 17:60). 



-<S*Q> 



73. Al Muzzammil (The Enfolded One) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. O thou folded in garments!(5754) 

5754 Muzzammil: Some Commentators understand by this, "properly dressed for 
prayer", or "folded" in a sheet, as one renouncing the vanities of this world. 
Muzzammil is one of the tides of our Prophet. But there is a deeper mystic 
meaning in this and the address "Thou wrapped up" of the next Surah. Human 
nature requires warm garments and wrappings to protect the body from cold or 
heat or rain. But in the spiritual world these wrappings are useless; the soul must 
stand bare and open before Allah, in the silence of the night, but not too austerely, 
as the following verses show. 

2. Stand (to prayer) by night, but not all night,-(5755) 

5755 The Prophet was prone to austerities in the cave of Hira ', both before and 
after he received his mission, spending days and nights in prayer and 
contemplation. See C. 29. Midnight and after-midnight prayers have technically 
received the name of Tahajjud. See also verse 20 below; also 17:79. (R). 

3. Half of it,- or a little less, 

4. Or a little more; and recite the Qur'an(5756) in slow, 
measured rhythmic tones. 

5756 At diis time there was only S. 96, S. 68, and possibly S. 74, and the opening 
Surah (Al Hamd); but the heart of the Messenger had received enlightenment, 
and that Light was gradually finding expression in the verse of the Quran. For us, 
now, with the whole of the Qur'an before us, the injunction is specially necessary. 
The words of the Qur'an must not be read hastily, merely to get through so much 
reading. They must be studied, and then deep meaning pondered over. They are 
themselves so beautiful that they must be lovingly pronounced in tones of 
rhythmic music. 

5. Soon shall We send down to thee a weighty 
Message. (5757) 

5757 The Qur'an as completed by degrees, after the Fatrah (see Introduction to 

this Surah). 

6. Truly the rising by night is most potent for governing 
(the soul), and most suitable for (framing) the 
Word(5758) (of Prayer and Praise). 



5758 For contemplation, prayer, and praise, what time can be so suitable as the 
night, when calm and silence prevail, the voices of the marketplace are still, and 
the silent stars pour forth their eloquence to the discerning soul. 

7. True, there is for thee by day prolonged occupation 
with manifold engagements:(5759) 

5759 A prophet of Allah, as a man, a member of a family, or a citizen, has many 
manifold duties to perform; and his work may be made difficult and irksome in 
protecting those who listen to his preaching and are therefore molested and 
persecuted by the world. But while discharging all his manifold duties, he should 
work as in the presence of Allah, and in all matters and at all times retain the 
sense of Allah's nearness. His work may be on earth, but his heart is in Heaven. 

8. But keep in remembrance the name of thy Lord and 
devote thyself to Him whole-heartedly. 

9. (He is) Lord of the East and the West: there is no god 
but He: take Him therefore for (thy) Disposer of 
Affairs. (5760) 

5760 Allah is all-in-all-. He is Lord of all places. He rules the world. Therefore be 
not discouraged by the plots or enmity of wicked men. Leave all things to Allah; 
trust Him; He is just and will do justice. Only turn away horn the unjust, but in a 
worthy, noble way; i.e., to show them clearly that you do not fear them, but that 
you leave all affairs in Allah's hands. If we divide the world into hemispheres from 
the north to south, "East and West" will cover all directions. 

10. And have patience with what they say, and leave 
them with noble (dignity). 

11. And leave Me (alone to deal with) those in 
possession of the good things of life,(5761) who (yet) 
deny the Truth; and bear with them for a little while. 

5761 Men who enjoy the good things of life have special cause for gratitude to 
Allah, Who bestowed them. When they are in the ranks of Allah's enemies, none 
but Allah can adequately deal with them. 

12. With Us are Fetters(5762) (to bind them), and a 
Fire(5763) (to burn them), 

5762 Cf. 13:5; 34:33; 40:71 and 69:30-32. [Eds.]. 

5763 Cf. 44:47 and 56:94. [Eds.]. 
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13. And a Food that chokes,(5764) and a Penalty 
Grievous. (5765) 

5764 Cf. 44:43-44; 56:52; 69:36-37, and 88:6. [Eds.]. 

5765 In general terms, the Penalty of sin may be described as a Penalty Grievous, 
an Agony. It may come in this very life, but that in the Hereafter is certain! See 
next verse. 



We can also consider punishments from another aspect. The first object of 
punishment is to protect the innocent from the depredations of the criminal; we 
have to bind him. The next object is to produce in his heart the fire of repentance, 
to consume his e\il proclmues and to light his conscience. Where that is not 
enough, a more drastic punishment for the callous is something which causes him 
pain in things which ordinarily cause him pleasure, such as food, drink, and the 
satisfaction of physical needs. People in whom the higher spiritual faculties are 
dead may perchance be awakened through the lower physical features of their life, 
which appeal to them. Where this also fails, there is finally the complete Agony, a 
type or symbol too terrible to contemplate, 

14. One Day the earth and the mountains will be in 
violent commotion. And the mountains will be as a 
heap of sand poured out and flowing down. (5766) 

5766 The Judgement is described as a \iolent commotion which will change the 
whole face of nature as we know it Even the hard rock of mountains will be like 
loose sand running without any cohesion. 

15. We have sent to you, (O men!) a messenger, to be a 
witness concerning you, (5767) even as We sent a 
messenger to Pharaoh. 

5767 Our Prophet has to warn his age, i.e., the present age, reclaim it from sin, 
and be a witness for the righteous and against evil, as Moses did his office in his 
age. For Pharaoh, his arrogance, and his punishment, see 10:75-92. 

16. But Pharaoh disobeyed(5768) the messenger; so We 
seized him with a heavy Punishment. 

5768 Pharaoh the earthly king faces Moses the Prophet of Allah. In earthly eyes it 
was Moses who disobeyed Pharaoh. In spiritual relations, it was Pharaoh who 
disobeyed Moses. Pharaoh represented an ancient and mighty kingdom, with a 
long history behind it, and a pride in its learning and science, art, organisation, and 
power. Moses led a depressed people, hewers of wood and drawers of water. But 
the might of Allah was behind him. What became of the wisdom, power, and 
armies of Pharaoh? They were rent asunder when the day came, and the terror 
and surprise must have been the same as if the heavens had been rent asunder, 
and children's hair had turned grey! But formidable revolutions turn children grey- 
haired in another way. Nations that were as children became wise before they in 
their turn decayed, and from similar disobedience to the laws of Allah. For Allah's 
law must stand and be fulfilled when all else is swept away. 

17. Then how shall ye, if ye deny (Allah), guard 
yourselves against a Day that will make children 
hoary-headed?-(5769) 

5769 If already you deny and disobey Allah in this life of probation, how can you 
stand up to the Day of Judgement, the Day of the terrible Reality? That Day is 
described in two metaphors; (1) It will be a time of such stress that even children 
will become like hoary-headed men; (2) What we look upon as the eternal sky, 
ever the same, will be cleft asunder; Cf. '82:1. In other words, the shape of things 
will be completely altered, both within man and in outer nature, and all true values 
will be restored. For the Promise of Allah, in this as in all other respects, cannot 
but be fulfilled. 

18. Whereon the sky will be cleft asunder? His Promise 
needs must be accomplished. 



19. Verily this is an Admonition:(5770) therefore, whoso 
will, let him take a (straight) path to his Lord! 

5770 This is no empty threat It is an admonition for your good. If you have the 
will, you can at once come for the Grace and Mercy of Allah, and obtain it For 
Repentance and Amendment are the straight Way to the nearness of Allah. 

20. Thy Lord doth know that thou standest forth (to 
prayer) nigh two-thirds of the night, or half the night, 
or a third(5771) of the night, and so doth a party of 
those with thee. But Allah doth appoint night and day 
in due measure He knoweth that ye are unable to keep 
count thereof.(5772) So He hath turned to you (in 
mercy): read ye, therefore, of the Qur'an(5773) as 
much as may be easy for you. He knoweth that there 
may be (some) among you in ill-health; others 
travelling through the land, seeking of Allah's bounty; 
yet others fighting(5774) in Allah's Cause, read ye, 
therefore, as much of the Qur'an as may be easy (for 
you); and establish regular Prayer and give regular 
Charity; and loan to Allah a Beautiful Loan. (5775) And 
whatever good ye send forth for your souls,(5776) ye 
shall find it in Allah's Presence,- yea, better and 
greater, in Reward and seek ye the Grace of Allah: for 
Allah is(5777) Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful. 

5771 Cf, above, 73:2-4. The Prophet, and a zealous band of his disciples, were 
often up, two-thirds of the night, or a half, or a third, rejecting sleep and giving 
themselves up to Prayer and Praise and the reading of the Qur'an. They are told 
that this was too severe a tax on them, especially if their health was affected, or 
they were on a journey, or they were striving, with might and main, in other ways, 
for the cause of Allah. See the lines following. 

5772 The usual meaning taken is that the counting of the exact hours of night and 
day may not be possible for ordinary people, in order to determine exactly the 
half, or the third, or the two-thirds of a night. The length of the night and day 
varies everyday of the solar year, and the precise hour of midnight can only be 
determined by exact observation in clear skies or by chronometers, which is not 
possible for everyone. But I understand it in a wider meaning. Allah fixes night 
and day in due proportions; for rest and work, and according to seasonal 
variations. For prayer and praise no meticulous observations of that kind are 
necessary or possible. Allah's service can be done in many ways as detailed below. 
But we must give some time to devotion, as may be most easy and convenient to 
us, in various circumstances of health, travel, and the performance of various 
duties. 

5773 The reading of the Qur'an here is a part of Prayer and religious devotion. 
This is not to be made into an obsession or a burden. Cf. 20:2: "We have not sent 
down the Qur'an to thee to be air occasion for thy distress." We must do it whole- 
mindedly, but not by formal mechanical computations. 

5774 This refers to Jihad. The better opinion is that this particular verse was 
revealed in Madinah, long after the greater part of the Surah. The reference, 
further on, to canonical Prayers and regular Charity (Zakali), points to the same 
conclusion. 

5775 Cf. 2:245, and n. 276, where the meaning of "a Beautiful Loan" is explained. 
See also 57:18. The "Beautiful Loan" should be that of our own souls. We should 
expect no returns in kind, for that is not possible. But the reward we shall find 
with Allah will be infinitely greater and nobler. Cf. die biblical phrase, "Lay up for 
yourselves treasures in heaven" (Matt. vi. 20). 

5776 Any good that we do raises our own spiritual status and dignity. We must not 
think that when we speak of Allah's service or Allah's Cause, we are doing 
anything for His benefit: He is independent of all needs whatsoever. 

5777 This emphasises the need of Allah's Grace. Whatever good we do, our own 
merits are comparatively small. Allah's Grace must lift us up and blot out our 
shortcomings. Even in piety there may be an arrogance which may become a sin. 
We should always seek Allah's Mercy in all humility. 
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74. Al Muddaththir (The One Wrapped Up) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. O thou wrapped up(5778) (in the mantle)! 

5778 In these wonderful early mystic verses there is a double thread of thought; 
(1) A particular occasion or person is referred to; (2) a general spiritual lesson is 
taught. As to (1), the Prophet was now past the stage of personal contemplation, 
lying down or sitting in his mantle; he was now to go forth; boldly to deliver his 
Message and publicly proclaim the Lord; his heart had always been purified, but 
now all his outward doings must be dedicated to Allah, and conventional respect 
for ancestral customs or worship must be thrown aside; his work as a Messenger 
was the most generous gift that could flow from his personality, but no reward or 
appreciation was to be expected from his people, but quite die contrary; there 
would be much call on his patience, but his contentment would arise from the 
good pleasure of Allah. As to (2), similar stages arise in a minor degree in the life 
of every good man, for which the Prophet's life is to be a universal pattern. (R). 

2. Arise and deliver thy warning! 

3. And thy Lord do thou magnify! 

4. And thy garments(5779) keep free from stain! 

5779 Possibly, in its immediate application, there is a reference to the dirt and filth 
which the Pagans used to throw at the Prophet to insult and persecute him. 

5. And all abomination shun!(5780) 

5780 Rujz or Rijz: abomination: usually understood to refer to idolatry. It is even 
possible that there was an idol called Rujz. But it has a wider signification, as 
including a mental state opposed to true worship, a state of doubt or indecision. 



6. Nor expect, 
thyself)!(5781) 



in giving, any increase (for 



5781 The legal and commercial formula is that you give in order to receive. And 
usually you expect to receive what is worth to you a little more than you give. The 
spiritual consideration is that you give, but expect nothing from the receiver. You 
serve Allah and Allah's creatures. 

7. But, for thy Lord's (Cause), (5782) be patient and 
constant! 

5782 Our zeal for Allah's Cause itself requires that we should not be impatient, 
and that we should show constancy in our efforts for His Cause. For we have faith, 
and we know that He is All-Good, All-Wise, and AU-Powerful, and everything will 
ultimately be right 

8. Finally, when the Trumpet is sounded, 

9. That will be- that Day - a Day of Distress,-(5783) 

5783 The Sinner's course is now shown in contrast to the Seeker's. The Sinner 
may be self-complacent now; but what will be his position when the Reckoning 
comes? Not easy; indeed a Day of Distress! 

10. Far from easy for those without Faith. 

11. Leave Me alone, (to deal)(5784) with the (creature) 
whom I created (bare and) alone!-(5785) 

5784 The question of Justice and Punishment to men is for Allah alone. For man 
at his best can see only one side of truth, and only Allah is All-Knowing. He alone 
can judge the limits of Justice and Mercy. 

5785 Man's adventitious advantages— wealth, power, position, talents— are not due 
to his own merits. They are gifts from Allah, Who created him. In himself he 
came bare and alone. 



12. To whom I granted resources in abundance, 

13. And sons to be by his side!-(5786) 

5786 The great ones of the earth may have wealth, a large following, sons by their 
side to defend them and do their bidding and manpower to help them in their 
battles. Life may be smooth and agreeable to them. But then" responsibility is to 
Allah. 

14. To whom I made (life) smooth and comfortable! 

15. Yet is he greedy-that I should add (Yet more);- 
(5787) 

5787 The Sinner takes Allah's gifts as if they were his right. The more he gets, the 
more is he greedy. Yet to Allah's Signs and revelations he is willfully deaf or even 
openly rebellious. But he is only preparing the way for his own undoing. 

16. By no means! For to Our Signs he has been 
refractory! 

17. Soon will I visit him with a mount of 
calamities!(5788) 

5788 "A mount of calamities" or disasters: may be understood as a phrase for 
cumulative disasters. (R). 

18. For he thought and he plotted;- 

19. And woe to him!(5789) How he plotted!- 

5789 Cf. 51:10; "Woe to the falsehood mongers!" 

20. Yea, Woe to him; How he plotted !- 

21. Then he looked round; 

22. Then he frowned and he scowled; 

23. Then he turned back and was haughty; 

24. Then said he:(5790) "This is nothing but magic, 
derived from of old; 

5790 The Commentators understand the reference to be to Walid ibn 
Mughayrah, who was a wealthy Sybarite, Pagan to the core, and an inveterate 
enemy to the Prophet. He and Abu Jahl did all they could, from the beginning of 
the preaching of Islam, to abuse and persecute the Preacher, to run down his 
doctrine, and to injure those who believed in it. But the meaning for us is much 
wider. There are Walids in all ages. They cannot understand dhine inspiration, 
and seek to explain its wonderful influence over the lives of men by some such 
unmeaning formula as "magic". The eternal Hope is to them mere human 
delusion! 

25. "This is nothing but the word of a mortal!" 

26. Soon will I cast him into Hell-Fire!(5791) 

5791 The Sinner's perversity can only end in the Fire of Punishment It enters his 
very being. See next note. 

27. And what will explain to thee what Hell-Fire is? 

28. Naught doth it permit to endure, and naught(5792) 
doth it leave alone!- 

5792 He is in a state in which he neither lives nor dies (87:13). Looked at in 
another way, the things that in a good man are meant to last and grow, are for the 
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sinner destroyed, and no part of his nature is left untouched. The brightness of his 
very manhood is darkened and extinguished by sin. 

29. Darkening and changing the colour of man! 

30. Over it are Nineteen. (5793) 

5793 The figure nineteen refers to angels appointed to guard Hell. See verse 31 
below and the correspondmg note. [Eds.]. 

31. And We have set none(5794) but angels as Guardians 
of the Fire; and We have fixed their number(5795) 
only as a trial for Unbelievers,- in order that the 
People of the Book may arrive at certainty, and the 
Believers may increase in Faith,- and that no doubts 
may be left for the People of the Book and the 
Believers, and that those in whose hearts is a disease 
and the Unbelievers may say, "What symbol doth Allah 
intend by this?"(5796) Thus doth Allah leave to stray 
whom He pleaseth, and guide whom He pleaseth: and 
none can know the forces of thy Lord, except 
He. (5797) And this is no other than a warning to 
mankind. 

5794 Cf. 66:6, and n. 5540. 

There was a great volume of angelology in the religious literature of the People of 
the Book (i.e., die Jews and Christians) to whom (among others) an appeal is 
made in this verse. The Essenes, a Jewish brotherhood with highly spiritual ideas, 
to which perhaps the Prophet Jesus himself belonged, had an extensive literature 
of angelology. In the Midrash also, which was a Jewish school of exegesis and 
mystical interpretation, there was much said about angels. The Eastern Christian 
sects contemporary with the birth of Islam had borrowed and developed many of 
these ideas, and their mystics owed much to the Gnostics and the Persian 
apocalyptic systems. In the New Testament the relation of the angels with Fire is 
referred to more than once. In Rev. 9:11 we have "the angel of the bottomless pit, 
whose name in the Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in die Greek tongue hath his 
name Apollyon". In Rev. 14:18 there is an "angel which had power over fire", and 
in Rev. 16:8 an angel has "power . . . given unto him to scorch men with fire". In 
the Old Testament {Daniel 7:9-10) me essence of all angels is fire: thousands of 
them issued as a fiery stream from before the Ancient of Days, whose "throne was 
like the Fiery flame, and His wheels as burning fire". 

5795 The mystic significance of numbers is a favourite theme with some writers, 
but I lay no stress on it. In Christian theology' the number of the Beast, 666, in 
Rev. 13:18 has given rise to much controversy, and may refer only to the 
numerical value of the letters in the name of the Roman Emperor Nero. In our 
own literature I think that we ought to avoid too much insistence on speculative 
conjectures. (R). 

5796 There are four classes of people mentioned here: (1) the Muslims will have 
their faith increased, because they believe that all revelation is from Allah Most 
Merciful, and all His forces will work in their favour; (2) the People of the Book, 
those who had received previous revelations of an analogous character, the Jews 
and Christians, had numerous sects disputing with each other on minute points of 
doctrine; but they will now, if they believe, find rest from controversies in a broad 
understanding of scripture; (3) those in whose hearts is a disease (see 2:8-10, notes 
33-34), the insincere ones, the hypocrites, will only be mystified, because they 
believe nothing and have rejected the grace and mercy of Allah; (4) the 
Unbelievers have frankly done the same and must suffer similar consequences. 
(R). 

5797 It is a necessary consequence of moral responsibility and freedom of choice 
in man, that he should be left free to stray if he chooses to do so, in spite of all the 
warning and the instruction he receives. Allah's channels of warning and 
instruction— His spiritual forces-are infinite, as are His powers. No man can know 
them. But this warning or reminder is addressed to all mankind. 

All tilings are referred to Allah. But we must not attribute evil to Him. In 4:79 we 
are expressly told that the good comes from Allah, and the evil from ourselves. 

32. Nay, verily: By the Moon, (5798) 

5798 An oath in human speech calls in evidence something sacred in the heart of 
man. In Allah's Message, also, when delivered in human language, solemn 
emphasis is indicated by an appeal to something striking among the Signs of Allah, 
which will go straight to the human heart which is addressed. In each case the 
symbol of the appeal has reference to the particular point enforced m the 
argument. Here we are asked to contemplate three wonderful phenomena, and 
they lead up to the conclusion in verse 38. (1) The moon, next after the sun, is the 
most striking luminary to our sight. Its reflected light has for us even a greater 



mystery than the direct light of the sun, which looks to us like pure fire. The 
moon was worshipped as a deity in times of darkness. But in reality, though she 
rules the night, her rays are only reflections, and are wanting in warmth and 
vitality. So every soul which looks up to a mere creature of Allah for a sort of 
vicarious salvation is in spiritual darkness of error; for the true source of spiritual 
light and life is Allah, and Allah alone. For (2) the Night and (3) die Dawn, see the 
following note. 

33. And by the Night(5799) as it retreateth, 

5799 (2) The Night when it is illuminated by the Moon is light in a sense, but it is 
really dark and must give place to (3) the Dawn when it conies, as the harbinger of 
the Sun. So in spiritual matters, when every soul realises its own responsibility, it 
will look less and less to reflected lights, and through the beauty of a dawn-like 
awakening, will be prepared more and more for the splendour of the light of Allah 
Himself, the goal of the Heaven of our dreams. 

34. And by the Dawn as it shineth forth, - 

35. This is but one(5800) of the mighty (portents), 

5800 Tin's is but one, etc. There are numerous Signs of Allah, of which 
Judgement is one, and one of the mightiest portents. Or the reference may be to 
the waning of the Moon, the decline of the night, and the glorious sunrise, as 
tokens or symbols of the world renewed when the present transitory world passes 
away. According to some commentators "This'' here refers to Hell. (R). 

36. A warning to mankind, - 

37. To any of you that chooses to press forward, or to 
follow behind;-(5801) 

5801 Three interpretations are possible. (1) Those pressing forward may be the 
Righteous, and those following behind may be the laggards, the Unbelievers, who 
reject Allah's love, care, and mercy. (2) Men of two kinds of temperament may be 
referred to; those who are always in the van and those who are always in the rear. 
Allah's Message is open to both. But there may be a danger to both; in the one 
case, overconfidence, or hope in wrong things; in the other case missing great 
opportunities so that their spiritual lives may be "bound in shallows and in 
miseries". Extremes should be avoided. (3) Or it may mean that the warning is 
effective only for those willing to move forwards or backwards, as the case may be, 
but is lost on the inert or the lethargic. For our moral and spiritual progress, we 
have in some cases to go forward, but in some cases we have to retreat from false 
positions. The hopeless case is that of the obstinate man, whose heart is so dead 
that he dares not advance to the light or withdraw from the wrong. 



will be (held) in pledge for its 



38. Every soul 
deeds. (5802) 

5802 Cf. 52:21. Man cannot shift his responsibility' to vicarious sa\iours or samts. 
His redemption depends upon the grace of Allah, for which he should constantly 
and wholeheartedly strive by means of right conduct If he does so he will be 
redeemed and he will join the Companions of the Right Hand. 

39. Except the Companions of the Right Hand, (5803) 

5803 Cf. n. 5223 to 56:3, and see 56:27-38. The Companions of the Right Hand 
will be die Righteous or the Blessed in the Hereafter. Their grounds of merit will 
be Prayer, Charity, Earnestness, and Faith in Allah's just Judgement; all which are 
within the reach of the humblest Seeker. They are not separate acts of virtues, but 
are all mterconnected. At Judgement, the pledge of their soul will be redeemed by 
Allah's Grace at the Taking of the Account. 

40. (They will be) in Gardens (of Delight): and will ask, 

41. Of the Sinners: 

42. "What led you into Hell-Fire?" 

43. They will say: "We were not of those who prayed;" 

44. "Nor were we of those who fed the indigent;" 

45. "But we used to talk vanities with vain talkers;" 

46. "And we used to deny the Day of Judgment," 
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47. "Until there came to us (the Hour) that is 
certain. "(5804) 

5804 Cf. 15:99, and 11. 2018. The Hour that is Certain is usually taken to be 
Death. (R). 

48. Then will no intercession of (any) intercessors profit 
them. 

49. Then what is the matter with them that they turn 
away from admonition?-(5805) 

5805 If the Day of Judgement is inevitable, it is strange that men should not heed 
a plam warning, but go on as if they were fhoughdess and obstinate asses 
stampeding from a lion. Instead of heedmg the warning, they try to avoid it. They 
are frightened at Allah's Word. 

50. As if they were affrighted asses, 

51. Fleeing from a lion! 

52. Forsooth, each one of them wants to be given(5806) 
scrolls (of revelation) spread out! 

5806 Cf. 17:93: "Until thou send down to us a book, that we could read". The 
Unbelievers pretend, in ridicule, that they would believe if a special message 



written on open scrolls and addressed to them severally were brought to them by a 
miracle! There is a disease in their hearts and understandings. The Teacher's 
warmirg is plain, and enough for any reasonable person who has the will to seek 
Allah. 

53. By no means! But they fear not the Hereafter, 

54. Nay, this surely is an admonition: 

55. Let any who will, (5807) keep it in remembrance! 

5807 The Qur'an itself is the admonition— the last among the revealed Books of 
Allah. If man has the will to learn, he will keep the Message always before him, 
and Allah's Grace will help him to carry it out in his conduct. 

56. But none will keep it in remembrance except as Allah 
wills: He(5808) is the Lord of Righteousness, and the 
Lord of Forgiveness. 

5808 Righteousness as well as Forgiveness have their source in Allah's Will. Man's 
Righteousness has no meaning except in relation to the Universal Will. For Taqwa 
see n. 26 to 2:2. If we take the word here in the sense of "the fear of Allah", the 
translation would be: "He alone is worthy to be feared, and He alone is entitled to 
grant Forgiveness." 



<&£^> 



it). Al Qiyamah (The The Ressurection) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. 1 do call to witness(5809) the Resurrection Day; 

5809 Cf. 70:40, and n. 5700. Here the point to be enforced is understood: I have 
added it in brackets; "eschew E\il". The appeal is made to two considerations: (1) 
That every act has to be accounted for, and evil must have its recompense at the 
Resurrection; and (2) that man's own spirit has a conscience which would 
reproach him of sin, if he did not suppress that rnner voice. 



the self-reproaching 



2. And I do call to witness 
spirit:(5810) (Eschew Evil). 

5810 Our doctors postulate three states or stages of the development of the 
human soul; (1) Ainmarah (12:53), which is prone to evil, and, if not checked and 
controlled, will lead to perdition; (2) Lawwsniali, as here, which feels conscious of 
evil, and resists it, asks for Allah's grace and pardon after repentance and tries to 
amend; it hopes to reach salvation; (3) Mufma'imiah (89:27), the highest stage of 
all, when it achieves full rest and satisfaction. Our second stage may be compared 
to Conscience, except that in English usage Conscience is a faculty and not a stage 
in spiritual development 

3. Does man think that We cannot assemble his 
bones?(5811) 

5811 The Unbelievers' usual cry is: "What! when we are reduced to bones and 
dust, how can our personality be called to account?" (17:49). The answer is: Allah 
has said so, and He will do it; for the death here is not the end of all things. 

4. Nay, We are able to put together in perfect order the 
very tips of his fingers. (5812) 

5812 An idiom for the most delicate parts of the body. 



5. But man wishes to do wrong (even) in the time in 
front of him. (5813) 

5813 It is bad enough not to repent of past sins. But the evildoer who rejects a 
Day of Reckoning and has no conscience wants to go on in his career of sin and 
jeopardise his future also. 



6. He questions: 
Resurrection?" 



II When(5814) is the Day of 



5814 The question is sceptical or derisive. He does not believe that there is any 
chain of consequences in the Hereafter. He does not believe in a Hereafter. 

7. At length, when the sight is dazed, (5815) 

5815 At tire Hour of Judgement the full light and glory of the Lord will shine, and 
the effulgence will daze man's eyes. For the world as we knew it will go to pieces 
and a new World will come into being. 

8. And the moon is buried in darkness. (5816) 

5816 Not only will man's sight be dazed, but the great luminaries themselves will 
lose their light. The moon with its present reflected light will then cease to shine. 
All reflected or relative truth or goodness will sink into nothing before the true 
and Eternal Reality. (R). 

9. And the sun and moon are joined together,-(5817) 

5817 To the moon the sun is the original light, but the sun itself is a created light, 
and it will sink into nothingness along with the moon. Both will be like empty 
shells "whose lights are fled, whose glories dead", because the Prototype of all 
Light now shines in full splendour in a new World. See n. 4344 to 39:69. 

10. That Day will Man say: "Where is the refuge?" 

11. By no means! No place of safety! 
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12. Before thy Lord (alone), that Day will be the place of 
rest. 

13. That Day will Man be told (all) that he put forward, 
and all that he put back.(5818) 

5818 All good and bad deeds, positive and negative, i.e., all sins of commission 
and omission, and all the good that a man did and all the e\il diat he omitted, all 
the influence that he radiated before him and all that he left behind him. 

14. Nay, man will be evidence against himself,(5819) 

5819 Cf. 24:24, and n. 2976: "On the Day when their tongues, their heads, and 
their feet will bear witness against them as to their actions." It is not what a man 
says about himself, or what others say of him, that determines judgement about 
him. It is what he is in himself. His own personality betrays him or commends 
him. 

15. Even though he were to put up his excuses. 

16. Move not thy tongue concerning the (Qur'an) to 
make haste therewith. (5820) 

5820 Cf. 20. 114, and n. 2639: "Be not in haste with the Qur'an before its 
revelation to thee is completed." S. 75. is an earlier revelation, and the shade of 
meaning is slightly different The immediate meaning was that the Prophet was to 
allow the revelation conveyed to him to sink into his mind and heart and not to be 
impatient about it; Allah would certainly complete it according to His Plan, and 
see that it was collected and preserved for men, and not lost; that the inspired one 
was to follow it and recite it as the inspiration was conveyed to him; and that it 
carries its own explanation according to the faculties bestowed by Allah on man. 
The general meaning follows the same lines; we must not be impatient about the 
inspired Word; we must follow it as made clear to us by the faculties given to us 
by Allah. 

17. It is for Us to collect it and to promulgate it: 

18. But when We have promulgated it, follow thou its 
recital (as promulgated): 

19. Nay more, it is for Us to explain it (and make it 
clear): 

20. Nay, (ye men!) but ye love the fleeting life,(5821) 

5821 Cf. 21:37. Man loves haste and things of haste. For that reason he puis his 
faith on transitory things that come and go, and neglects the things of lasting 
moment, which come slowly, and whose true import will only be fully seen in the 
Hereafter. 

21. And leave alone the Hereafter. 

22. Some faces, that Day,(5822) will beam (in brightness 
and beauty);- 

5822 This passage (especially with reference to verses 26-28) would seem to refer 
to what our Doctors call the Lesser Judgement (at Qiyamah al Sugliia), which 
takes place immediately after death, and not to the Greater or General Judgement, 
which may be supposed to be referred to in such passages as occur in S. 56. There 
are other passages referring to the Lesser Judgement immediately after death; e.g., 
7:37 etc. If I understand aright, the punishment of sin takes place in three ways; 
(1) it may take place in this very life, but this may be deferred, to give the sinner 
respite; (2) it may be an agony immediately after death, with the Partition or 
Barzakh (23:100) separating the sinner from the final Resurrection; and (3) in the 
final Resurrection, when the whole of the present order gives place to a wholly 
new World: 14:48. 

23. Looking towards their Lord; 

24. And some faces, that Day, will be sad and dismal, 

25. In the thought that some back-breaking calamity was 
about to be inflicted on them; 



26. Yea, when (the soul)(5823) reaches to the collar- 
bone (in its exit), 

5823 A symbolic picture of the agony of death. 

27. And there will be a cry, "Who is a magician (to 
restore him)?" 

28. And he(5824) will conclude that it was (the Time) of 
Parting; 

5824 'He' = the dying man, whose soul is referred to in verse 26 above. 

29. And one leg will be(5825) joined with another: 

5825 When the soul has departed, the legs of the dead body are placed together 
in position, in preparation for the rites preliminary to the burial. Saq (literally, leg) 
may also be taken metaphorically to mean a calamity: calamity will be joined to 
calamity for the poor departed sinner's soul, as his life story in this world is now 
done. Willy-nilly, he will now have to go before the Throne of Judgement. 

30. That Day the Drive will be (all) to thy Lord! 

31. So he gave nothing in charity, nor did he pray!- 
(5826) 

5826 His indictment in this and the succeeding verse consists of four counts: (1) 
he neglected prayer; (2) he neglected charity; (3) he rejected Truth; and (4) he 
turned away. In 74:43-46, the four counts are: (1) neglecting prayer; (2) neglecting 
chanty; (3) talking vanities; (4) denying the Day of Judgement; see n. 5803, Nos. 
(1) and (2) are identical in both places, and Nos. (3) and (4) are analogous. 
Rejecting the truth is equivalent to talking vanities and making an alliance with 
falsehoods. Deiiymg the Day of Judgement means behaving as if no account was 
to be given of our actions, i.e., turning away from right conduct. An additional 
touch is found here in verse 33. See next note. 

32. But on the contrary, he rejected Truth and turned 
away! 

33. Then did he stalk to his family in full conceit!(5827) 

5827 Conceit or arrogance is the root cause of most Evil. By that cause fell Iblis: 
see 2:34. 

34. Woe to thee, (O men!), yea, woe! 

35. Again, Woe to thee, (O men!), yea, woe! 

36. Does man think that he will be left uncontrolled, 
(without purpose)?(5828) 

5828 Suda: has many implications; (1) uncontrolled, free to do what he likes; (2) 
without any moral responsibility; not accountable for his actions; (3) without a 
purpose, useless; (4) forsaken. 

37. Was he not a drop of sperm emitted (in lowly 
form)?(5829) 

5829 Cf. 22:5, where the argument is developed in greater detail. The briefer 
argument here may be stated thus. His lowly animal origin makes him no higher 
than a brute; his foetal development is still that of a brute animal; then at some 
stage come human limbs and shape; the divine spirit is poured into him, and he is 
fashioned in due proportion for his higher destiny. In spite of that the mystery of 
sex remains in his nature: we are living souls, yet men and women. Allah Who 
creates these wonders-has He not the power to bring the dead to life at the 
Resurrection? (see also n. 5116). 

38. Then did he become a leech-like clot; then did 
((Allah)) make and fashion (him) in due proportion. 

39. And of him He made two sexes, male and female. 

40. Has not He, (the same), the power to give life to the 
dead? 
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76. 



Al Insan (Man) or Al Dahr (The Time) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. Has there not been(5830) over Man a long period of 
Time,(5831) when he was nothing - (not even) 
mentioned? 

5830 The undoubted fact is mentioned in the form of a question, to get the assent 
of man. It is certain that the physical world existed long before man was ever 
heard of or mentioned, as geological records prove. It is also true that the spiritual 
world existed long before man came on the scene: see 2:30-31. Man is here taken 
in a generic sense. 

5831 Daliiis Time as a whole, or for a long period. Time used to be deified by 
the Pagan Arabs, as explained in the Introduction to this Surah. An analogy can 
be found in the Greek ideas connected with Chronos or Kronos, themselves a 
blend of different myths. Kronos {or Time), they said, was the father of Zeus 
himself. 

2. Verily We created Man from a drop of mingled 
sperm, (5832) in order to try him: So We gave him 
(the gifts), of Hearing and Sight. 

5832 Mhigicd: die female o\mn has to be fertilised with the male sperm before a 
new animal can be born. Man as an animal has this humble origin. But he has 
been given the gift of certain faculdes of receiving mstructioii (typified by Hearing) 
and of mtellectual and spiritual msight {typified by Sight). His life has dierefore a 
meaning: with a certain amount of free will, he is to be Allah's \icegerent on earth 
(2:30). But he must be trained and tried, and that is the whole problem of human 
life. 

3. We showed him the Way: whether he be grateful or 
ungrateful (rests(5833) on his will). 

5833 Besides the gift of the faculties, Man has been shown the Way by means of 
Revelation, through men of the highest spiritual standing. If he is grateful, he will 
accept Guidance, be of the Righteous, and jom the company of the Blessed. If 
not, he puts chains round himself, thus burdening himself with sin, and gets into 
the Blazing Fire of Punishment. See next verse. His choice rests on his will. (R). 

4. For the Rejecters we have prepared chains, yokes, and 
a Blazing Fire. (5834) 

5834 Cf. 13:5; 34:33 and 40:71. [Eds.]. 

5. As to the Righteous, they shall drink of a Cup (of 
Wine) mixed with Kafur,-(5835) 

5835 Knhir is literally Camphor. It is a fountain in the Realms of Bliss. It is a 
seasoning added to the Cup of pure, beatific Wine, which causes no intoxication 
(56:18-19), but stands for all that is wholesome, agreeable, and refreshing. 
Camphor is cool and refreshing, and is given as a soothing tonic in Eastern 
medicme. In minute doses its odour and flavour are also agreeable. (R). 

6. A Fountain where the Devotees of Allah do drink, 
making it flow in unstinted abundance. 

7. They(5836) perform (their) vows,(5837) and they 
fear a Day whose evil flies far and wide. (5838) 

5836 They: i.e., die Righteous: they are known in the present life by the \irtues 
symbolically described in verses 7-10, and in the life of the Hereafter they will 
enjoy the Bliss symbolically described in verses 1 1-22. 

5837 Cf. 22:29. The vows must be vows of spmtual service, which of course 
includes senice to humanity, such as is mentioned in the next verse. They are 
Devotees of Allah, and they must perform all vows and contracts (5:1 and n. 682). 
Vows of the Pagan sort, savouring of a sort of "bribe" to the Deity, are not 
approved. 



5838 That is, they prepare for the Judgement to come, where the effects of Sin 
will not be transitory but far-reaching. 

8. And they feed, for the love of Allah, the indigent, the 
orphan, and the captive,-(5839) 

5839 The captive: when taken literally, it refers to the old state of tilings when 
captives of war had to earn their own food, or their own redemption; even 
ordinary prisoners in jail for criminal offences often starved unless food was 
pro\ided for them by private friends or from their own earnings. But there is a 
further symbolic meaning, which applies to the indigent, the orphans, and the 
captives, viz. those who are so in a spiritual sense: those have no mental or moral 
resources, or have no one to look after them, or are held down in social or moral 
or economic captivity. They hunger for spiritual food, or perhaps their appetite is 
deadened, but the Righteous understand and supply their real needs. It has also 
been held that "captives" include dumb animals who are under subjection to man; 
they must be properly fed, housed, and looked after; and the righteous man does 
not forget them. 

9. (Saying), "We feed you for the sake of Allah alone: no 
reward do we desire from you, nor thanks. (5840) 

5840 These words need not be actually uttered. They express the true motives of 
pious and unpretentious Charity. 

10. "We only fear a Day of distressful Wrath from the 
side of our Lord. "(5841) 

5841 It is a Day of Wrath for sin and evd. But the truly righteous are not self- 
righteous. They have the fear of Allah in their minds: they know they are human, 
and they fear lest they should be found wanting in the sight of Allah. But Allah in 
His Mercy gives them a bountiful Reward. 

11. But Allah will deliver them from the evil of that Day, 
and will shed over them a Light(5842) of Beauty and 
(blissful) Joy. 

5842 ^75:22-23. 

12. And because they were patient and constant. He will 
reward them with a Garden and (garments of) 
silk. (5843) 

5843 Cf. 22:23. 

13. Reclining in the (Garden) on raised thrones,(5844) 
they will see there neither the sun's (excessive heat) 
nor (the moon's) excessive cold. (5845) 

5844 Cf. 18:31. 

5845 The sun and the moon as we know them will be no longer there. It will be a 
new world on a different plane. But to give us an idea of comfort we recall the 
excessive heat of the sun especially in tropical climates, and the excessive cold of 
the moon especially in northern climates, and we negate them both. That is, the 
temperature will be just that delightful one that is most agreeable to our sensations 
as we know them now. The moon is not mentioned, but Zainhaiir (excessive cold) 
is sometimes used for the moon. (R). 

14. And the shades of the (Garden) will come low over 
them, and the bunches (of fruit), there, will hang low 
in humility. (5846) 

5846 Widiout sun and moon there will of course be no shade in the literal sense 
of the word. But for full comfort, there will be sheltering shade for rest and change 
from whatever light there be. But the whole idea here is that of humility. Even the 
shadows show humility: cf. 13:15. So does the fruit in hanging low for man. Man 
has now reached the height of his dignity. (R). 

15. And amongst them will be passed round vessels of 
silver(5847) and goblets of crystal, - 
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5847 Cf. 43:71, where "dishes and goblets of gold" are mentioned. The idea 
conveyed is that of rarity, precionsness, and spodess splendour. (R). 



16. Crystal-clear, made of silver: (5848) they will 
determine the measure thereof (according to their 
wishes). 

5848 That is, silver polished and white, and shining like crystal. 

17. And they will be given to drink there of a Cup (of 
Wine) mixed(5849) with Zanjabil,- 

5849 Cf. above, 76:5-6, and 11. 5835, where the Cup of Kafur (Camphor) was 
mentioned for coolness and refreshment to die Righteous, who had just passed 
the great Event of Judgement. The second stage is symbolised by verses 12-14, 
when they enter the Garden in Garments of Silk, and find that their former 
humility in the probationary life is rewarded with high honour in the new world 
they have entered. The third stage is in verses 15-21, where they settle down in 
Bliss, with Garments of fine silk and heavy brocades, with Ornaments and Jewels, 
with an ordered Feast of set service, and the Cup of Zanjabil. This literally means 
Ginger. In Eastern medicine Ginger is administered to give warmth to the body 
and zest to the taste; this is appropriate for the Royal Feast which is now figured 
forth. (R). 

18. A fountain there, called Salsabil.(5850) 

5850 Sahabil literally means: "Seek the Way". The Way is now open to the 
presence of the Most High. The Banquet is spread. Get thyself ready. It is a 
"Realm Magnificent" {verse 20) in a new spiritual world. (R). 

19. And round about them will (serve) youths of 
perpetual (freshness):(5851) If thou seest them, thou 
wouldst think them scattered Pearls. (5852) 

5851 Cf 56:17 and n. 5231. 

5852 Pearls for beauty and splendour: scattered, because they are moving to and 
fro all round the Banquet. 

20. And when thou lookest, it is there thou wilt see a 
Bliss and a Realm Magnificent. 

21. Upon them will be green Garments of fine silk and 
heavy brocade, and they will be adorned with Bracelets 
of silver;(5853) and their Lord will give to them to drink 
of a Wine Pure and Holy. (5854) 

5853 Cf 18:31. The bracelets are there said to be of gold. 

5854 This would seem to be the culmination of the honour which the Blessed 
receive at the Royal and Divine Banquet The words in the next verse express the 
sort of speech which will make the Guest a denizen of Heaven. (R). 

22. "Verily this is a Reward for you, and your Endeavour 
is accepted and recognised." 

23. It is We Who have sent down the Qur'an to thee by 
stages. (5855) 

5855 The Qur'an was being revealed stage by stage as the occasion demanded and 
at the date of this Surah it was still one of the earlier stages. Persecution, abuse, 
and false charges were being levelled against the man of Allah, but he is bidden to 
stand firm and do his duty. In a minor degree this applies to all of us who suffer in 
the cause of Truth. 

24. Therefore be patient with constancy to the Command 
of thy Lord, and hearken not to the sinner or the 
ingrate among them. 



25. And celebrate the name(5856) or thy Lord morning 
and evening, 

5856 Three methods of Prayer and Devotion are mentioned: (1) to remember 
and celebrate the Holy Name of Allah always; (2) to spend a part of the night in 
humble prostration; and (3) to glorify Him in the long hours of a weary night of 
waiting and watching. As to (1), "morning and evening" means all the waking hours 
of our life, but in the special hours of morning and evening the physical world 
without us, and the inner world within us, combine to make us specially receptive 
of spiritual influences. The "name" of Allah includes His attributes, as a locked 
golden casket might include priceless jewels. Anyone may cany the casket, even 
though he may not be worthy to handle the jewels. If he carries the casket, he is in 
potential possession of the jewels, and he hopes some time to get the key which 
opens the jewels to him. So the tyro, who celebrates the Holy Name of Allah, 
hopes some day to see the "Face" of Allah and be blessed with the privilege of 
proximity to His Person. For (2) and (3) see next note. (R). 

26. And part of the night, prostrate thyself to Him; and 
glorify Him(5857) a long night through. 

5857 See last note. (2) Humble prostration to Allah means some visible mode or 
symbol of dedication. That is best done at night, when the soul, free from worldly 
occupations, is alone with its God. (3) The weary hours of a long night are no 
longer weary, but become full of meaning when we join in concert with the whole 
Creation, which glorifies Allah: 57:1. 

27. As to these, they love the fleeting life, and put away 
behind them(5858) a Day (that will be) hard. 

5858 Fleeting life: Cf. 75:20. They: the immediate reference was to the Pagan 
Quraysh; the general reference is to the Unbelievers of all ages. They reject, or at 
least put away the thought of, a Hereafter, a Day that will be hard, for the easy 
pleasures of a fleeting life. 

28. It is We Who created them, and We have made their 
joints strong;(5859) but, when We will. We can 
substitute the like of them(5860) by a complete 
change. 

5859 Allah has not only created men, but "made their joints strong", i.e., given 
them the power and strength to withstand the temptations of E\il and stand firmly 
in fire Padi of Right. 

5860 If, in spite of Allah's loving care, any particular men or group of men, misuse 
their powers or wilfully disobey Allah's Law, Allah will set them aside, and 
substitute others in their place, with like powers. Allah's gifts are free, but let no 
one think that he can monopolise them or misuse them without being called to 
answer for the trust. And the man of Allah must not be discouraged by the whole 
world being at some moment completely against him. Allah can in a moment 
make a complete change. Either the same men that fought against him will be his 
zealous adherents, or another generation will spring up, which will carry the flag of 
Righteousness to victory. Allah's Will and Plan work in their own good time. 

29. This is an admonition: Whosoever will, let him take a 
(straight) Path to his Lord. 

30. But ye will not, except as Allah wills;(5861) for Allah 
is full of Knowledge and Wisdom. 

5861 Man in himself is weak; he must seek Allah's Grace; without it he can do 
nothing; with it he can do all. For Allah knows all things, and His wisdom 
comprehends the good of all. 

31. He will admit to His Mercy whom He will;(5862) But 
the wrong-doers,- for them has He prepared a 
grievous Penalty. 

5862 That is according to His just and wise Plan. If the will is right, it obtains 
Allah's Grace and Mercy. If the will of man rejects Allah, man must suffer the 
Penalty. 
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77. Al Mursalat (Those Sent Forth) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. By the (Winds) Sent Forth(5863) one after another (to 
man's profit);(5864) 

5863 This Surah begins with an appeal to five things, as pointing to the substantive 
statement in verse 7, that the Day of Justice and Judgement is bound to come, and 
we must prepare for it It is difficult to translate, but easy to understand, if we 
remember that a triple thread of allegory runs through this passage (verses 1-7). 
The five things or phases, which will be presently considered in detail, refer to (a) 
Wmds in the physical world, (b) Angels in the spiritual world, and (c) Prophets in 
the human world, connecting it with the spiritual world. 

5864 Understanding the reference to Winds, we can see that they are powerful 
factors in the government of the physical world. (1) They come gently as 
harbmgers of the blessings of rain and fertility (15:22, 30:48); but (2) they can 
come as violent tornadoes, uprooting and destroying (51:41-42); (3) they can 
scatter seeds far and wide, and (4) they can separate chaff from gram, or clear the 
air from epidemics; and (5) they literally carry sound, and therefore Messages, and 
metaphorically they are instrumental in making Allah's Revelation accessible to 
hearers, whether by way of justification or repentance for the Penitent, or warning 
for unrepentant Sinners. All these things point to the power and goodness of 
Allah, and we are asked to believe that His promise of Mercy and Justice in the 
Hereafter is indeed true. Cf. this passage with 51:1-6 (Al Dhariyat) with which it 
has many affinities. 

2. Which then blow violently in tempestuous 
Gusts,(5865) 

5865 If we understand the reference to be, not to Winds, but to Angels, they are 
agencies in the spiritual world, which carry out similar functions, changing and 
revolutionising the face of the world. (1) They come softly, on beneficent errands 
of Mercy; (2) they are charged with the mission of punishment and destruction for 
sin as in the case of the two angels who came to Lut (15:57-66); (3) they distribute 
Allah's Mercies as the Wmds distribute good seeds; (4) they sort out the good 
from the evil among men; and (5) they are the agency through which Allah's 
Messages and Revelations are conveyed to the Prophets (see No. 5 in the last 
note). 

3. And scatter (things) far and wide; 

4. Then separate them, one from another, 

5. Then spread abroad a Message,(5866) 

5866 If we understand the reference to Prophets or Messengers of Allah, or the 
verses of Revelation which would be particularly appropriate for verses 5-6, we 
also get a satisfactory solution of the Allegory. (1) The Prophets have followed one 
another in a series: the verses of the Qur'an came, one after another as needed; in 
both cases it was for man's spiritual profit; (2) they caused great disturbance in a 
spiritually decadent world; they pulled down evil institutions root and branch, and 
substituted new ones; (3) they proclaimed their truths far and wide, without fear 
and without favour; (4) through them were sorted out men of Faith and rebels 
against Allah's Law; and (5) they gave a Message, through which just men were 
justified through repentance, and evil men were warned of their sins. 

Some Commentators take one or other of these allegories, and some apply one 
allegory to a few of these verses, and another to another few. In my opinion the 
Allegory is wide enough to comprehend all the meanings which I have sketched. I 
wish a translation could do justice to those marvellously terse sentences in the 
original. 

6. Whether of Justification or of Warning;- 

7. Assuredly, what ye are promised must come to pass. 

8. Then when the stars become dim;(5867) 

5867 The lustre of the stars will become dim; in fact they will disappear: cf 81:2, 
and 82:2. The heaven's canopy will be torn asunder: cf. 82:1, and 73:18. The 
mountains will be uprooted and fly about like dust: cf 69:14, 81:3, etc. All the old 
landmarks of the physical world as we know them will be swept away. (R). 



9. When the heaven is cleft asunder; 

10. When the mountains are scattered (to the winds) as 
dust; 

11. And when the messengers are (all) appointed a time 
(to collect);-(5868) 

5868 The Resurrection will be established. In the world which will then have 
passed away, inspired Prophets had been sent in succession at different times to all 
nations. Now they will be gathered together in one place before the Judgement 
Seat to bear witness as to the righteous or the evil ones within their respective 
spheres of work. Cf 39:69. 

12. For what Day are these (portents) deferred? 

13. For the Day of Sorting out. (5869) 

5869 Cf 37:21 and n. 4047; also 44:40, and n. 4718- That will be die Day of 
Judgement or Day of Decision. Good will then be completely separated from Evil. 
And the men who rejected Truth and flourished on Falsehood will find that in the 
world of Realities they will be absolutely nowhere. Hence the refrain of this Surah, 
"Ah woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Truth!". It sounds like a dirge on Sin. 

14. And what will explain to thee what is the Day of 
Sorting out? 

15. Ah woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Truth! 

16. Did We not destroy the men of old(5870) (for their 
evil)? 

5870 Allah's Law is always the same. Sin or corruption prepares its own 
destruction. It was so with the generation of Noah. In Arab tradition it was so with 
the 'Ad and the Thamud. In our own day we see relics of prehistoric civilisations, 
in Egypt , Mesopotamia, the Indus Valley , and the Aegean : these were men of 
wonderful skill and resource, but they went under. If our generations, which pride 
themselves on their science and skill, desert Allah's Law, they will be certain to 
meet the same fate. 

17. So shall We make later (generations) follow them. 

18. Thus do We deal with men of sin. 

19. Ah woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Truth! 

20. Have We not created you from a fluid (held) 
despicable?-(5871) 

5871 Cf 32:8, n. 3638. Man is ashamed of the process of physical creation, by 
which he comes into being. Yet he is arrogant in life and neglectful of the Future. 

21. The which We placed in a place of rest, firmly 
fixed, (5872) 

5872 See n. 2873 to 23:13. The silent growth in the mother's womb, and the 
protection and sustenance which the growing life receives from the life of the 
mother, are themselves wonders of creation. 

22. For a period (of gestation), determined (according to 
need)?(5873) 

5873 The period roughly of nine months and ten days is subject to many 
adjustments. In fact throughout our prenatal as well as postnatal life there are 
wonderful and nicely-balanced adjustments of which we are ourselves 
unconscious. Should we not turn in love and gratitude to Allah our Creator? 

23. For We do determine (according to need); for 
We(5874) are the best to determine (things). 

5874 Perhaps th e life in the womb, in relation to the life after birth, is an allegory 
for our probationary life on earth in relation to the eternal Life to come. Perhaps, 
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also, our state when we are buried in the tomb suggests an allegory to the life in 
the womb, in relation to the life in the Hereafter. 

24. Ah woe, that Day! to the Rejecters of Truth! 

25. Have We not made the earth (as a place) to draw 
together. 

26. The living and the dead, (5875) 

5875 What a wonderful parable! The earth is a place where death and life, decay 
and growth and decay, green grass, stubble, and fuel, corruption and purification 
jostle together— one often leading to the other. The drama which we see with our 
own eyes in this world should enable us to appreciate tire wonders in the spiritual 
world where the despised and rejected receive the highest honour. Lazarus rests in 
Abraham's bosom, and the Pharaoh is led in chains for his arrogance and his sin. 

27. And made therein mountains standing firm, (5876) 
lofty (in stature); and provided for you water sweet 
(and wholesome)? 

5876 See n. 2038 to 16:15. The solid mountains are frequendy referred to: cf. 
13:3. The parable here is that the mountains are hard, solid rock, and yet they act 
as sponges to collect, store up, and filter sweet and wholesome water, which on 
account of their altitude they are able to distribute by gra\ity to the lower, dry land 
by means of rivers or springs. Anyone who has seen the parched Makkan valleys 
and the delicious springs in the mountains around, or the Zubaydah Canal , which 
is the main source of Makkah's water supply, will appreciate the aptness of the 
metaphor, but it applies to any country, though not to so striking a degree. If the 
wisdom and power of Allah can do such things before your eyes, how can you 
reject His teaching of a still more wonderful future Life? 

28. Ah woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Truth! 



29. (It will be said:) 
reject as false! 



'Depart ye to that which ye used to 



30. "Depart ye to a Shadow(5877) (of smoke ascending) 
in three columns, 

5877 The Sinners, instead of reposing in cool shades, will only see the blazing 
Fire. The only shadow they will see will be that of Smoke, ascending in three 
columns, right, left, and above, i.e., completely enveloping them. But it will give 
no comfort or coolness. On the contrary, it will contain huge sparks. (R). 

31. "(Which yields) no shade of coolness, and is of no 
use against the fierce Blaze. 



32. "Indeed it 
Forts,(5878) 



throws about sparks (huge) as 



5878 Qasr: Fort, big building, palace. An alternative reading is Qasar, plural of 
Qasrat (run), meaning bundles of wood used for fuel: Ibn Abbas reported by 
Bukhaii. I almost prefer this latter reading. 



33. "As if there were (a string 
(marching swiftly). "(5879) 



of) yellow camels 



5879 The yellow sparks flyiiig swifdy one after another suggest a string of camels 
marching swifdy, such as the Arabs of Najd and central Arabia are so proud of. 
There is a double allegory. It refers not only to the colour and the rapid 
succession of sparks, but to the vanity of worldly pride, as much as to say: "your 
fine yellow camels in which you took such pride in the world are but sparks that 
fly away and even sting you in the Hereafter!" Smoke with sparks may also assume 
fantastic shapes like long-necked camels. 

34. Ah woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Truth! 

35. That will be a Day when they shall not be able to 
speak. (5880) 

5880 They will be dumbfounded; i.e., (when read with the next verse), they will 
not be in a position to put forward any valid defence or plea. Facts will speak too 
plainly against them. They might perversely try to deny false worship: 6:23; but 
their own tongues and limbs will bear witness against them: 24:24. Nor does the 



fighting out or settling of doctrinal disputes in the Hereafter (39:31) amount to 
putting forward pleas in defence. 

36. Nor will it be open to them to put forth pleas. 

37. Ah woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Truth! 

38. That will be a Day of Sorting out! We shall gather you 
together and those before (you)!(5881) 

5881 We may suppose this as spoken primarily to the Quraysh who were plotting 
against the Prophet. You may use all your wisdom and that of your ancestors, but 
you will not be able to defeat Allah or His Plan. See next verse. 

39. Now, if ye have a trick (or plot), use it against 
Me!(5882) 

5882 The plots against the Prophet were plots against Allah's Truth, and therefore 
against Allah. Can anyone hope to profit by such plots? Can anyone defeat Allah's 
Plan and Purpose? Let them try. They will only ruin themselves, as the Pagan 
leaders did. There can only be pity for such men. What will be their state in the 
Hereafter? "Ah woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Allah's Truth!" 

40. Ah woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Truth! 

41. As to the Righteous, they shall be amidst (cool) 
shades and springs (of water). (5883) 

5883 This is in contrast to the triple shade of smoke and sin for the sinners, which 
neither gives them coolness nor protects them from the Blazing Fire. The Shade, 
i.e., Covering, of Allah's Good Pleasure, will be the greatest Boon of all, and the 
Spring of Allah's Love will be mexhaustible. (R). 

42. And (they shall have) fruits,- all they desire. (5884) 

5884 Fmits: seen. 4671 to 43:73. (R). 

43. "Eat ye and drink ye to your heart's content: for that 
ye worked (Righteousness). (5885) 

5885 The fruits of righteousness are contentment in this life and the supreme 
Bliss in the next. 

44. Thus do We certainly reward the Doers of Good. 

45. Ah woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Truth! 

46. (O ye unjust!) Eat ye and enjoy yourselves (but) a 
little while,(5886) for that ye are Sinners. 

5886 "Eat" is symbolical of ha\ing the good things of life in this world. It may be 
that they are only given for a trial. Because their minds and wishes run to wrong 
things, the opportunities for wrong are multiplied, as the impetus for good or for 
evil increases progressively. They are to believe and repent. But if they do not, 
they are to be pitied, even for the good things of this life, for they will come to an 
e\il End in the Hereafter. 

47. Ah woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Truth! 

48. And when it is said to them, "Prostrate yourselves!" 
they do not so.(5887) 

5887 Prostration is a symbol of humility and a desire to get nearer to Allah by 
Prayer and a good life. Those who refuse to adopt this Path are to be pitied: how 
will drey fare at Judgement? 

49. Ah woe, that Day, to the Rejecters of Truth! 

50. Then what Message, after that,(5888) will they 
believe in? 

5888 Tnatmay refer to verse 48: they were given plain and clear Guidance, and 
they refused to accept it: after that what kind of Message will they accept? The 
Guidance referred to is obviously that of Islam or die Qur'an. 
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78. Al Naba' (The Great News) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Concerning what are they disputing? 

2. Concerning the Great News,(5889) 

5889 Great News; usually understood to mean the News or Message of the 
Resurrection or the Hereafter, about which there are various schools of thought 
among the Jews and Christians and other nations. There is practically nothing 
about the Resurrection in the Old Testament, and the Jewish sect of Sadducees 
even in the time of Christ denied the Resurrection altogether. The Pagan ideas of 
a future life-if any-varied from place to place and from time to time. Even in the 
early Christian Church, as we learn from Paul's First Epistle to the Corinthians, 
there were contentions in that little community (I. Corinthians, 1:11), and some 
definitely denied the resurrection of the dead (ib,, 15:12). 

Great News may also be translated Great Message or a Message Supreme as I 
have translated at 38:67. In that case it would refer to the Quran, or the Message 
of Revelation, or the Message of the Prophet, about which there was great 
contention in those days. As this Message also lays great stress on the Day of 
Judgement and the Resurrection, the practical result by either mode of 
interpretation amounts to the same. 

3. About which they cannot agree. 

4. Verily, they shall soon (come to) know! 

5. Verily, verily they shall soon (come to) know! 

6. Have We not made the earth as a wide(5890) 
expanse, 

5890 See n. 2038 to 16:15. Cf. also 13:3 and 15:19. The spacious expanse of the 
earth may be compared to a carpet, to which the mountains act as pegs. The Signs 
of Allah are thus enumerated: the great panorama of outer nature (verses 6-7); the 
creation of Man in pairs, with the succession of rest and work fitting in with the 
succession of night and day (verses 8-11); the firmaments above, with their 
splendid lights (verses 12-13); and the clouds and rain and abundant harvests, 
which knit sky and earth and man together (verses 14-16). These point to Allah, 
and Allah's Message points to the Future Life. 

7. And the mountains as pegs? 

8. And (have We not) created you in pairs, 

9. And made your sleep for rest, 

10. And made the night as a covering, (5891) 

5891 The darkness of the night is as a covering. Just as a covering protects us from 
exposure to cold or heat, so this covering gives us spiritual respite from the buffets 
of the material world, and from the tiring activities of our own inner exertions. 
The rest in sleep (in verse 9) is supplemented by the covering of the night with 
which we are provided by Allah. 

11. And made the day as a means of subsistence?(5892) 

5892 Subsistence in English only partly covers the idea of ma ash, which includes 
every kind of life activity. The Day is specially illuminated, so runs the figure of 
speech, in order that these life activities of all lands may be fully exercised. 

12. And (have We not) built over you the seven 
firmaments,(5893) 

5893 See n. 5526 to 65:12 and n. 2876 to 23:17, also 37:6 and notes there. 

13. And placed (therein) a Light of Splendour?(5894) 

5894 That is, the sun. Cf. 25:61; 33:46 (where it is used metaphorically for the 
Prophet); and 71:16. 



14. And do We not send down from the clouds water in 
abundance,(5895) 

5895 Note how the evidences of Allah and His beneficence are set out in four 
groups. (1) Look to external nature on the earth around you (verses 6-7); (2) your 
own nature, physical, mental and spiritual (verses 8-1 1); (3) the starry heavens, and 
the glory of the sun (verses 12-13); and (4) the interdependence of earth, air, and 
sky in the cycle of water, clouds, rain, corn and gardens, all serving in their several 
ways to further the whole plan of the World as it affects us. Can you not then 
believe that a Creator who does this will sort out Good and Evil on an appointed 
Day with real justice and power? 

15. That We may produce therewith corn and vegetables, 

16. And gardens of luxurious growth? 

17. Verily the Day of Sorting Out(5896) is a thing 
appointed, 

5896 Cf. 37:21, n. 4047, and 36:59, n. 4005 (end). The Day of J udgementis the 
Day of Sorting Out, as between Good and Evil. 

18. The Day that the Trumpet(5897) shall be sounded, 
and ye shall come forth in crowds; 

5897 The angel charged with the sounding of the Trumpet is Israfil. It will herald 
Judgement, Cf 50:20: also 39:68, and n. 4343; and 69:13, n. 5648. 

19. And the heavens shall be opened as if there were 
doors,(5898) 

5898 A sign that the present order of things will have ceased to exist, and a new 
world will have come into being. Such a figure applies to the heavens in this verse 
and to the earth in the next verse. The mystery of what is beyond the heavens will 
have vanished through the doors which will then be opened. The solid mountains, 
as we suppose them to be, will have vanished like an unsubstantial mirage. 

20. And the mountains shall vanish, as if they were a 
mirage. 

21. Truly Hell is as a place of ambush-(5899) 

5899 Hell, tire embodiment of evil, is lying in wait like an ambush for everyone. 
We should be on our guard. For the transgressors, those who have wilfully 
rebelled against Allah, it will be a definite destination, from which there is no 
return, except, it may be, after ages i.e., unless Allah so wills: Cf. 6:128, and n. 
951. 

22. For the transgressors a place of destination: 

23. They will dwell therein for ages. 

24. Nothing cool shall they taste therein, nor any drink, 

25. Save a boiling fluid and a fluid, dark, murky, 
intensely cold-(5900) 

5900 Cf. 10:4, and n. 1390; also 38:57, and n. 4213. 

26. A fitting recompense (for them). (5901) 

5901 Then transgressions go on progressively as they refuse to repent and turn to 
Allah. The fire of misery begins to blaze forth more and more fiercely, and there 
is nothing to cool that blaze; their food and drink themselves are tainted with the 
disorder of contradictory elements— boiling hot drink, with intensely cold, murky, 
and disgusting fluids. These are fitting punishments for their crimes, which are 
inconsistent with the pure and gentle mould in which Allah had originally cast 
then" nature. 

27. For that they used not to fear any account (for their 
deeds), (5902) 
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5902 It was not isolated acts, but a continued course of evil conduct; they 
repudiated the moral and spiritual responsibility for their lives; and they 
impudendy called Truth itself by false names and disdained Allah's Signs, which 
were vouchsafed for their instruction. These are not mere impressions; these are 
hard facts "preserved on record", so that every deed can have its due weight in 
making up the account. 

28. But they (impudently) treated Our Signs as false. 

29. And all things have We preserved on record. 

30. "So taste ye (the fruits of your deeds); for no 
increase(5903) shall We grant you, except in 
Punishment." 

5903 Just as there is a progressive deterioration in the sinner's soul when he 
surrenders himself to evil, so there is a progressive increase in the Penalty which 
he suffers. 

31. Verily for the Righteous there will be a fulfilment of 
(the heart's) desires;(5904) 

5904 This is true Salvation. It is not only safety and felicity, but the attainment of 
the filial Goal, the supreme Achievement, the Fulfilment of the highest in human 
nature, the satisfaction of the true and pure desires of the heart— seeing the "Face 
of Allah". See n. 4733 to 44:57. 

32. Gardens enclosed, and Grapevines;(5905) 

5905 The supreme Achievement, or the Fulfilment of the Heart's Desires, spoken 
of in the last verse, is now described in three symbols (verses 32-34), as further 
explained by two negatives (verse 35). The first symbol is the enclosed Fruit 
Garden , and the symbol taken for the fruit is the Grape. The Garden in its many 
aspects is the most frequent symbol adopted for Bliss. Here the symbolism is 
further particularised. The most carefully-tended Garden is a Fruit Garden , with 
walls all round to protect it, and the most characteristic fruit mentioned here is the 
luscious Grape. (R). 

33. Companions of Equal Age;(5906) 

5906 The second symbol is Companions of Equal Age. Maidens or Virgins, 
symbols of purity, grace, beauty, innocence, truth, and sympathy. (R). 

34. And a cup full (To the Brim). (5907) 

5907 The third symbol, the Cup, takes us pardy to the Grapes mentioned in verse 
32 and partly to the Springs or Rivers mentioned with the Garden in so many 
places . Full to the biiui brings to our mind the unbounded Bounty of Allah. 

35. No vanity shall they hear therein, nor Untruth :- 
(5908) 

5908 The explanation of the three symbols is made further clear by the two 
negatives. (1) There will be no talk of vanities, such as are usually associated on 
this earth with pleasant Gardens, Companions of equal age, or generous Cups 
flowing in Assemblies. (2) There will be no Untruth or Falsehood. Insincerity' or 
Hollowness there. Everything will be on a plane of absolute Truth and Realty. 

36. Recompense from thy Lord, a gift, (amply) sufficient- 
(5909) 



5909 The Recompense is not exactly a Reward in proportion to menu, but is 
rather a Gift or a Bounty from the Merciful | a Gift most amply sufficient to 
satisfy all desire on that plane of purity. A Gift (amply) sufficient might almost be 
translated: a liberal and bountiful gift. Cf. the phrase, A'ta fa ahsana=he gave 
generously, or bountifully. (R). 

37. (From) the Lord of the heavens and the earth, and all 
between, (Allah) Most Gracious: None shall have 
power to argue with Him. (5910) 

5910 No one has the right or the power to argue with Allah about the Gifts which 
He may bestow on His devotees beyond then" deserts, (verse 36 above) or about 
the Penalty which His justice may inflict for sin or wrongdoing. He is high above 
all Creation. But He is also Most Gracious. Therefore He may permit special 
Dignitaries, of honour in His eyes, to plead for sinners, but they will only plead in 
truth and righteousness: see verse 38 below. 

38. The Day that the Spirit(5911) and the angels will 
stand forth in ranks, none shall speak except any who 
is permitted by ((Allah)) Most Gracious, and He will 
say what is right. (5912) 

5911 The Spirit: see n. 5677 to 70:4. Some Commentators understand by "the 
Spirit" the angel Gabriel as he is charged specially with bringing Messages to 
human prophets: see 26:193. n. 3224. (R). 

5912 See n. 5910 above. No one has the right to speak before the Judgement 
Seat; but certain great Dignitaries may be given permission to plead for mercy for 
sinners, and they will only so plead if the mercy is not negatory of Allah's universal 
justice. 

39. That Day will be the sure Reality:(5913) Therefore, 
whoso will, let him take a (straight) return to his Lord! 

5913 Cf. 69:1 and n. 5635. Judgement is sure to come, and Truth will then be free 
from all veils. Why should not man, therefore, now in this life of probation, turn 
back to Allah, and understand and do His Will? 

40. Verily, We have warned you of a Penalty near-(5914) 
the Day when man will see (the deeds) which his 
hands have sent forth, and the Unbeliever will say, 
"Woe unto me! Would that I were (metre) 
dust!"(5915) 

5914 Is Judgement very near? Yes. There are three stages of Judgement (1) Many 
of our sins and wrongdoings find their penalty in this very life. It may not be an 
open or striking event, but it corrodes the soul and conscience all the time. Let us 
therefore turn back to Allah in repentance and ask for forgiveness (2) Where the 
Penalty is not actually perceived or is not risible in this life, Death is considered 
the Lesser Judgement for each individual soul: see n. 5822 to 75:22. Death may 
come to anyone at any time, and we must all be ready for it. (3) Then there is the 
final Judgement, when the whole of the present order passes away, and there is a 
New World . Time as we know it will not exist Fifty thousand years as we reckon 
now will be but as a Day; 70:4. According to those standards even this Final 
Judgement is quite near, and we must prepare for it. For it will be too late then for 
repentance. 

5915 The Unbeliever, the Rejecter of Allah, will then find himself in a world of 
absolute Reality, in which there will be no place for him. He will neither live nor 
die: 20:74. He will wish that he could be reduced to nothingness, but even that 
would not be possible. 
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79. Al Nazi'at (Those Who Tear Out) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. By the (angels)(5916) who tear out (the souls of the 
wicked) with violence;(5917) 

5916 The beginning of this Surah may be compared with the beginning of S. 77. 
A translator's task in such passages is extremely difficult He has to contend, again 
and again, with verities of a realm beyond man's normal range of experience 
expressed in elliptical language and he has to render them in another language 
with words of precision intelligible to readers. It is therefore necessary for him to 
put in part of the Commentary in the Translation in such cases. (R). 

The e\idence of five things is here invoked in verses 1-5, in order to lead to the 
conclusion in verse 6 and those following. Or, if we treat verses 3-5 as three stages 
of the same thing, there are three things to be considered in five stages. What are 
they? And what is the conclusion? See the following notes. 

5917 There is much difference of opinion among the Commentators as to the five 
things or beings mentioned in these verses. I follow the general opinion in my 
interpretation, which is that angels are referred to as the agency which in their 
dealings with mankind show clearly Allah's Justice, Power, and Mercy, which again 
point to the Judgement to come, as a certainty which none can evade. The first 
point, referred to in this verse, is that the souls of the wicked are loath to part with 
their material body at death, but their will will not count: their souls will be 
wrenched out into another world. Who will then deny Resurrection and 
Judgement? 

2. By those who gently draw out (the souls of the 
blessed);(5918) 

5918 The second point is that in contrast with the wicked, die souls of the blessed 
will be drawn out gently to their new life. They will be ready for it In fact death 
for them will be a release from the grosser incidents of bodily sense. To them the 
approach of Judgement will be welcome. 

3. And by those who glide along (on errands of 
mercy),(5919) 

5919 At all times are errands of mercy and blessings and errands of justice, which 
the angels are prompt to execute by order of Allah. There are three features of 
this, thus giving the third, fourth, and fifth points. (3) Their movement is 
compared to that of gliding or swimming (sabhan). In 2 1 :33 this verb is applied to 
the motion of the celestial bodies: they all "swim along, each in its rounded 
course". Cf. Shakespeare, Merchant of Venice : "There's not an orb which thou 
behold'st, But in his motion life and angel sings, Still quiring to the young-eyed 
cherubims". (4) In hurrying on their errands angels press forth as in a race. (5) 
And thus they promptly execute the orders of their Lord (Cf 35:1). 

4. Then press forward as in a race, 

5. Then arrange to do (the Commands of their Lord), 



6. One Day everything that can be 
in violent commotion, (5920) 



n commotion will be 



5920 The evidence of the wonderful working of the spiritual world having been 
invoked in the first five verses, the conclusion is now drawn and stated. It is certain 
that one great Day (to be taken in a spiritual sense as the Day of Account), the 
whole world as we now see it in our life will be in violent revolution. It will be like 
an earthquake destroying all landmarks. But that will affect only things subject to 
change: they will suffer violent convulsions as a preliminary to their disappearance. 
But Allah and His divine order will not change: his "Face" abideth forever, full of 
Majesty, Bounty, and Honour (55:27). 



7. Followed by oft-repeated (Commotions):(5921) 

5921 The Commotion will be repeated again and again in the transitory v 
make way for the new world that will then come into being. 

8. Hearts that Day(5922) will be in agitation; 



5922 All hearts will be in agitation: those of the blessed ones to see the beginning 
of the fulfilment of their Lord's Promise; those of the Rejecters of Allah for fear of 
His just Judgement. 

9. Cast down will be(5923) (their owners') eyes. 

5923 Similarly all eyes will be cast down: those of the blessed ones to see the 
beginning of the fulfilment of the Rejecters of Allah, in utter humiliation, sorrow, 
and shame, for their arrogance and insolence in their probationary life. 

10. They say (now): "What! shall we indeed be(5924) 
returned to (our) former state? 

5924 The Unbelievers say now, in their arrogance, insolence, and mocking 
defiance: "Surely death here is the end of all things! When we are dead and 
buried, and our bones are rotten, how can we be restored again?" They add, "If 
that were so, then we should indeed be in a turn of dreadful luck! Instead of 
gaming by the Resurrection, we should be in terrible loss (with our rotten bones)!" 
They mean this in biting mockery. But there will indeed be an Account taken, and 
they will indeed be in a terrible loss, for they will go to perdition! 

11. "What! - when we shall have become rotten bones?" 



12. They say: 
loss!" 



"It would, in that case, be a return with 



13. But verily, it will be but a single (Compelling) 
Cry,(5925) 

5925 Judgement will be inaugurated with a single compelling Cry. Cf. 37:19. See 
also 36:29 and 49, where the single mighty Blast seems to refer to the sinners 
being cut off in this life and plunged into the other world where they will be 
further judged, and 36:53, where the final Judgement is referred to. 

14. When, behold, they will be in the (full) awakening (to 
Judgment). (5926) 

5926 They will have been more or less dormant before the Great Judgement, as 
contrasted with the Lesser Judgement (n. 5914 to 78:40, and n. 5822 to 75:22). 
When the resurrection comes, they will come fully into the new world, the old 
heaven and earth having then completely passed away, not only for them but 

absolutely. 

15. Has the story(5927) of Moses reached thee? 

5927 This is just a reference to the story of Moses told more fully in S. 20:9-76. 
The lessons drawn are: (1) That even to an arrogant blasphemer and rebel against 
Allah's Law, like Pharaoh, Allah's grace was offered through a major prophet 
Moses; (2) that this rejection brought about his signal downfall even in this world; 
and (3) that his humiliation and punishment will be completed in the Hereafter at 
Judgement. 

16. Behold, thy Lord did call to him in the sacred valley of 
Tuwa:-(5928) 

5928 ^20:12. 

17. "Go thou to Pharaoh for he has indeed transgressed 
all bounds:(5929) 

5929 Cf. 20:24. 

18. "And say to him, ' Would st thou that thou shouldst be 
purified (from sin)?- 

19. "And that I guide thee to thy Lord, so thou(5930) 
shouldst fear Him? ' " 

5930 Even for such a one as Pharaoh, intoxicated with his own power and 
greatness, guidance and grace were offered through Moses. 

20. Then did (Moses) show him the Great Sign. (5931) 

5931 What was the Great Sign? Some Commentators understand by it the "White 
Shining Hand": see n. 2550 to 20:22-23. Others think it was the miracle of the rod 
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that became a "snake active in motion": see 20:20, n. 2549. These were among the 
Greater Signs: 20:23. In 17:101 there is a reference to nine clear Signs given to 
Moses, and these are specified in detail in n. 1091 to 7:133. the fact is, there were 
many Signs given, "openly self-explained," but Pharaoh and his men "were steeped 
in aiTogance-a people given to sm" (7:133). the pre-eminendy Great Sign was 
therefore the fact of Moses being sent to Pharaoh, which subsequently converted 
the magicians and the more learned Egyptians to the true God (20:70-73), though 
Pharaoh and his Chiefs resisted and suffered for then sins. (R). 

21. But (Pharaoh) rejected it and disobeyed (guidance); 

22. Further, he turned his back, striving hard (against 
Allah.. 

23. Then he collected (his men) and made a 
proclamation, 

24. Saying, "I am your Lord, Most High". 

25. But Allah did punish him, (and made an) example of 
him, - in the Hereafter, as in this life. (5932) 

5932 See 20:78-79, also 7:135-137. 



warning(5933) for 



26. Verily in this is an instructive 
whosoever feareth ((Allah)). 

5933 Cf. 24:44. 



27. What! Are ye the more difficult to create or the 
heaven (above)?(5934) (Allah) hath constructed it: 

5934 If man grows arrogant or forgets his accountability to Allah, in his ignorance 
or thoughtlessness, he is reminded that he is only an insignificant speck in Allah's 
spacious Creadon (Cf. 36:81). All the excellence that man acquires is the gift of 
Allah, Who had bestowed on him a high Destiny if he fulfds the purpose of his 
creation: 2:30-39. Then follows a nature passage, pointing to the glory of the 
heavens and the earth, and how they are both made to subserve the life of man. 

28. On high hath He raised its canopy, and He hath given 
it order and perfection. (5935) 

5935 Cf. 2:29. The mystery of the heavens with their coundess stars and the 
planets obeying the laws of motion, and the sun and moon influencing the 
temperature and climates of the earth from thousands or millions of miles, 
illustrate the order and perfection which Allah has given to His Creation. Can 
man then remain exempt from his responsibility for his deeds, endowed as he is 
with a will, or deny the Day of Sorting Out, which is the Day of Judgement? 

29. Its night doth He endow with darkness, and its 
splendour doth He bring out (with light). (5936) 

5936 fts of course refers to the starry heaven. Both the Night and the Day have 
each its own beauty' and its utility for man, as has been frequently pointed out in 
the Qur'an. The night is a period of darkness, but it has also its splendours of tight 
in the moon, or the planets Jupiter or Venus, or stars tike Sirius or the Milky 
Way. These coundess lights of night have their own beauty, and by day there is 
splendour of the sun for us, which in Creation as a whole, is just one of coundess 
stars. 

30. And the earth, moreover,(5937) hath He extended 
(to a wide expanse); 

5937 Moreover: or, more literally, after that. Seen. 4475 to 41:11. 

31. He draweth out therefrom its moisture and its 
pasture;(5938) 

5938 The underground springs and wells as well as rivers and glaciers in northern 
climates are due to the different levels of highlands not lowlands. They spread the 
moisture evenly as wanted, and give corn, fruits, and vegetables to man, and 
pastures and feeding grounds to beasts of the fields. For the wonderful circuit or 
cycle of water between heaven and earth, see notes 3106 (25:49) and 3111 (25:53). 

32. And the mountains hath He firmly fixed;-(5939) 

5939 See n. 2038 to 16:15. the "eternal hills" are the main reservoirs for the 
storage and gradual distribution of water, the very basis of the life of man and 

beast. 



33. For use and convenience(5940) to you and your 
cattle. 

5940 This clause I construe to apply to verses 30, 31, and 32 above. Everything on 
earth as, by Allah's bountiful providence, been arranged to subserve the use and 
convenience of man and the lower life which depends upon him. The 
intermediary between Allah's providence and the actual use made for Allah's other 
gifts is man's own intelligence and initiative, which are also gifts of Allah. 



34. Therefore, when there 
overwhelming (Event), -(5941) 



comes the great, 



5941 The Judgement, the time for sorting out all things according to their true, 
intrinsic, and eternal values. 

35. The Day when man shall remember (all) that he 
strove for,(5942) 

5942 The Judgement will be not only for his acts but for his motives, "all he strove 
for", In this life he may forget his ill-deeds, but in the new conditions he will not 
only remember them, but the Fire of Punishment will be plainly \isible to him, 
and not only to him, but it will be "for all to see". This will add to the sinner's 
humiliation. 

36. And Hell-Fire shall be placed in full view(5943) for 
(all) to see,- 

5943 Cf. 26:91. 

37. Then, for such as had transgressed all bounds, 

38. And had preferred(5944) the life of this world, 

5944 The abiding Punishment will be for those who had willfully and persistently 
rebelled against Allah, "transgressing all bounds", and had given themselves up to 
the vanities and lusts of this lower life. This Punishment will not touch those who 
had repented and been forgiven, nor those guilty, through human frailty, of minor 
sins, whose deeds will be weighed in the balance against their good deeds: 101:6-9. 

39. The Abode will be Hell-Fire; 

40. And for such as had entertained the fear of standing 
before(5945) their Lord's (tribunal) and had 
restrained (their) soul from lower desires, 

5945 The contrast is complete and parallel: the persistent rebels against Allah's 
Law, who preferred the lower life, are to dwell in tire Fire of Punishment, while 
those who humbly feared the punishment of sm and belre\ing in then- Lord's 
warmngs restrained their lower desires, will dwell in the Garden. See last note. 

41. Their abode will be the Garden. 

42. They ask thee(5946) about the Hour,- 'When will be 
its appointed time? 

5946 Cf. 7:187 and n. 1 159. Only Allah can reveal it. But were it known, "hea\y 
were its burden through the heavens and the earth". 

43. Wherein art thou (concerned) with the declaration 
thereof? 

44. With thy Lord in the Limit(5947) fixed therefor. 

5947 Our time has no sort of comparison with the timeless state in the new 
spiritual World in which the final Judgement will take place. Nor can its limits- 
how long it will last— be set except in fhe Will of Almighty Allah, Lord of Supreme 
Wisdom, Justice, and Goodness: 11:107-108. But it is near, in the sense explained 
mn. 5914 to 78:40. 

45. Thou art but a Warner for such as fear it. (5948) 

5948 The warning is only effective for those who believe in Allah and in the Final 
Account. Such men immediately turn in repentance to Allah, and it is to lead such 
men and help them, that Prophets are sent. 

46. The Day they see it, (It will be) as if they had tarried 
but a single evening, or (at most till) the following 
morn!(5949) 
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5949 Cf. 10:45, where the expression used is: "it will be as if they had tarried but 
an hour of a day." Here the metaphor used is "a single evening, or at most, 'till the 
following morn". Death is like sleep, and may be compared to the evening of life. 
In sleep we do not know how the time passes. When we wake up from the sleep 



of Death at the Resurrection, we shall not know whether it was the following 
moment or the following hour after we slept, but we shall feel that it is morning, 
for we shall be conscious of all that goes on, as one awakened in the morning. 



-<s*ss>- 



80. 



'Abasa (He Frowned) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. (The Prophet) frowned and turned away, (5950) 

5950 See the Introduction to this Surah for the incident to which this refers. The 
lesson is that neither spiritual worth nor the prospect of effective spiritual guidance 
is to be measured by a man's position in life. The poor, or the blind, the halt, or 
the maimed, may be more susceptible to the teaching of Allah's Word than men 
who are apparently gifted, but who suffer from arrogance and self-sufficiency. 

2. Because there came to him the blind man 
(interrupting). 

3. But what could tell thee but that perchance he might 
grow (in spiritual understanding )?- 

4. Or that he might receive admonition, and the teaching 
might profit him?(5951) 

5951 It may be that the poor blind man might, on account of his will to learn, be 
more likely to grow in his own spiritual development or to profit by any lessons 
taught to him even in reproof than a self-sufficient leader. In fact it was so. For the 
blind man became a true and sincere Muslim and lived to become a governor of 
Madmah. 



self- 



5. As to one who regards Himself as 

sufficient,(5952) 

5952 Such a one would be a Pagan Quraysh leader, whom the Prophet was 
anxious to get into his fold, in order that the work of preaching Allah's Message 
might be facilitated. But such a Message works first amongst the simple and lowly, 
the poor and despised folk, and the mighty ones of die earth only come in when 
the stream rushes in with nresistible force. 

6. To him dost thou attend; 

7. Though it is no blame to thee if he grow not(5953) (in 
spiritual understanding). 

5953 Allah's Message is for all, but if the great ones arrogantly keep back from it, it 
is no fault of the Preacher, so long as he has proclaimed the Message. He should 
attend to all, and specially to the humble and lowly. 

8. But as to him who came to thee striving earnestly, 

9. And with fear (in his heart), (5954) 

5954 The fear in the blind man's heart may have been twofold. (1) He was 
humble and God-fearing, not arrogant and self-sufficient: (2) being poor and 
blind, he feared to intrude: yet his earnest desire to learn the Qur'an made him 
bold, and he came, perhaps unseasonably, but was yet worthy of encouragement, 
because of the purity of his heart. 

10. Of him wast thou unmindful. 



11. By no means (should it be so)! For it is indeed a 
Message of instruction:(5955) 

5955 Allah's Message is a universal Message, from which no one is to be excluded- 
rich or poor, old or young, great or lowly, learned or ignorant If anyone had the 
spiritual craving that needed satisfaction, he was to be given precedence if there 
was to be any question of precedence at all. 

12. Therefore let whoso will, keep it in remembrance. 

13. (It(5956) is) in Books held (greatly) in honour, 

5956 At die time diis Surah was revealed, there were perhaps only about 42 or 45 
Surahs in the hands of the Muslims. But it was a sufficient body of Revelation of 
high spiritual value, to which the description given here could be applied. It was 
held in the highest honour; its place in the hearts of Muslims was more exalted 
than that of anything else: as Allah's Word, it was pure and sacred; and those who 
transcribed it were men who were honourable, just and pious. The legend that the 
early Surahs were not carefully written down and preserved in books is a pure 
invention. The recensions made later in the time of the first and the third 
Khalifahs were merely to preserve the purity and safeguard the arrangement of the 
text at a time when the expansion of Islam among non -Arabic-speaking peoples 
made such precautions necessary. 

14. Exalted (in dignity), kept pure and holy, 

15. (Written) by the hands of scribes- 

16. Honourable and Pious and Just. 

17. Woe to man! What hath made him reject Allah. 

18. From what stuff hath He created him? 

19. From a sperm-drop:(5957) He hath created him, and 
then mouldeth him in due proportions; 

5957 Cf. 76:2, and n. 5832. The origin of man as an animal is lowly indeed. But 
what further faculties and capacities has not Allah granted to men? Besides his 
animal body, in which also he shares in all the blessings which Allah has bestowed 
on the rest of His Creation, man has been granted divine gifts which entitle him to 
be called Vicegerent of Allah on earth: 2:30. He has a will; he has spiritual 
perception; he is capable of divine love; he can control nature within certain limits, 
and subject nature's forces to his own use. And he has been given the power of 
judgement, so that he can avoid excess and defect, and follow the middle path. 
And diat path, as well as all that is necessary for his life in its manifold aspects, has 
been made easy for him. 

20. Then doth He make His path smooth for him; 

21. Then He causeth him to die, and putteth him in his 
Grave;(5958) 

5958 Cf. 20:55. Death is an inevitable event after the brief life on this earth, but it 
is also in a sense a blessmg-a release from die imperfections of this world, a close 
of the probationary period, after which will dawn the full Reality. The Grave may 
be understood to be the period between physical death and mimortal Life, 
whatever may be the mode of disposal of the dead body. This intermediate period 
is the Barzakhoi Partition: see n. 2940 to 23:101. 
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22. Then, when it is His Will, He will raise him up (again). 

23. By no means hath he fulfilled what Allah hath 
commanded him. (5959) 

5959 Though all these blessings and stages have been pro\ided by Allah's Grace 
for the good of man, yet unregenerate man fails in carrying out the purpose of his 
creation and life. 

24. Then let man look at his Food, (5960) (and how We 
provide it): 

5960 After a reference to man's inner history, there is now a reference to just one 
item in his daily outer life, his food: and it is shown how the forces of heaven and 
earth unite by Allah's Command to serve man and his dependants, "for use and 
convenience to you and your cattle" {verse 32 below). If that is the case with just 
one item, food, how much more comprehensive is Allah's beneficence when the 
whole of man's needs are considered! 

25. For that We pour forth water in abundance, 

26. And We split the earth in fragments,(5961) 

5961 The water comes from the clouds in plentiful abundance; the earth is 
ploughed, and the soil is broken up in fragments, and yields an abundant harvest 
of cereals (Cora), trellised fruit (Grapes), and vegetable food (nutritious Plants), as 
well as fruit that can keep for long periods and serve many uses, like olives and 
dates. 

27. And produce therein(5962) corn, 

5962 Therein: i.e., from within the earth or the soil. 

28. And Grapes and nutritious plants, 

29. And Olives and Dates, 

30. And enclosed Gardens,(5963) dense with lofty trees, 

5963 We not only get field crops such as were mentioned in n. 5961 above, but 
we have the more highly cultivated garden crops, both in the way of lofty trees, 
and in the way of carefully tended fruits like the fig; and then we have grass and all 
kinds of fodder. 



31. And fruits and fodder,- 

32. For use and convenience 
cattle.(5964) 



to you and your 



5964 The same verse occurs at 79:33, where n. 5940 explains the wider meaning 
in that context. 

33. At length, when there comes the Deafening Noise, - 
(5965) 

5965 Preliminary to the establishment of the Final Judgement. 

34. That Day shall a man flee from his own brother, 

35. And from his mother and his father, 

36. And from his wife and his children. (5966) 

5966 Even those who were nearest and dearest in this life will not be able or 
willing to help each other on that awful Day. On the contrary, if they have to 
receive a sentence for their sins, they will be anxious to avoid even sharing each 
other's sorrows or witnessing each other's humiliation; for each will have enough 
of his own troubles to occupy him. On the other hand, the Righteous will be 
united with then righteous families: 52:21; and their faces will be "beaming, 
laughing, rejoicing" (80:38-39). 

37. Each one of them, that Day, will have enough concern 
(of his own) to make him indifferent to the 
others. (5967) 

5967 CI. 70:10-14. No friend will ask after a friend that Day. On the contrary the 
sinner will desire to save himself at the expense even of his own family and 

benefactors. 

38. Some faces that Day will be beaming, 

39. Laughing, rejoicing. 

40. And other faces that Day will be dust-stained, (5968) 

5968 The dust on the faces of the sinners will be in contrast to the beaming light 
on the faces of the righteous; and the blackness in contrast to the laughing, 
rejoicing" faces of the righteous. But the dust also suggests that being Rejecters of 
Allah, their faces and eyes and faculties were choked in dust, and the blackness 
suggests that being Doers of Iniquity they had no part or lot in purity or Light. 
Another contrast may possibly be deduced: the humble and lowly may be "in the 
dust" in this life, and the arrogant sinners in sunshine, but the roles will be 
reversed at Judgement. 

41. Blackness will cover them: 

42. Such will be the Rejecters of Allah, the doers of 
iniquity. 
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81. 



Al TakwirfThe Folding Up) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. When the sun(5969) (with its spacious light) is folded 
up;(5970) 

5969 Verses 1 to 13 are conditional clauses, and the substantive clause is in verse 
14. The time will come when nature's processes as we know them will cease to 
function, and the soul will only then know by self-conviction the results of its 
actions. With reference to an individual soul, its resurrection is its supreme crisis: 
the whole world of sense, and even of imagination and reason, melts away, and its 
whole spiritual scroll is laid bare before it. 

5970 The conditional clauses are twelve, in two groups of six. The first six affect 
the outer or physical life of man; the last six, his inmost spiritual life. Let us take 
them one by one. (1) The biggest factor affecting us in the external physical World 
is the light, heat, and perhaps electric or magnetic energy of the sun. The sun is 
the source of all the light, heat, and energy, and indeed the source and support of 
all physical life that we know. It is the biggest factor and yet most remote from us 
in our solar system. Yet the sources of our inner spiritual life will be greater and 
more lasting, for they will survive it. The sun as the centre of our solar system also 
stands as a symbol of the present order of things. The physical forces, as defined 
in Newton 's laws of Matter and Attraction, will also break up with the break-up of 
the sun. Is folded up: is folded up, or twisted up, like a sheet or garment. 

2. When the stars(5971) fall, losing their lustre; 

5971 (2) Next after the sun, we can derive faint lights from the innumerable stars 
in the firmament. For all the ages of which we have any record, these stars have 
remained fixed. Nothing can be more fixed: yet they can and will fail. 

3. When the mountains vanish (like a mirage);(5972) 

5972 Cf. 78:20. (3) On our own earth the mountains -the "eternal hills'-seem the 
most striking examples of stability; yet they will be swept away like a mirage, as if 
they had never existed. 

4. When the she-camels, ten months with young, are left 
untended;(5973) 

5973 (4) The type of Arab property', as well as the type of the Arab pet, was the 
camel, and the most precious camel was the she-camel just about to be delivered 
of her young. She would in normal times be most sedulously cared for. But when 
all our landmarks of this life vanish, even she would be left untended. Nothing 
would then be as it is now. 

5. When the wild beasts are herded together (in the 
human habitations);(5974) 

5974 (5) In the present world, the wild animals fear each other, and they all fear 
man and normally keep away from human habitations. But when this order passes 
away, there will be scarcely any differentiation between human habitations and the 
wilds of the forests. 

6. When the oceans(5975) boil over with a swell; 

5975 See 52:6 and n. 5041. (6) The oceans, which now keep then" bounds, will 
surge and boil over, and overwhelm all landmarks. At present the waters seem to 
have reached their fixed and normal levels, but the whole equilibrium will then be 
disturbed. Such will be the complete wreck of this transitory world, at the 
approach of the dawn of the permanent Reality. But these are physical symbols, 
relating to the outer nature surrounding the physical nature of man. The 
remaining six, \iz.: the 7th to the 12th, describe the ordering of the new spiritual 
World, from which all present seeming mcongruities will be removed. 

7. When the souls are sorted out, (5976) (being joined, 
like with like); 

5976 Cf. 56:7 ', where the sorting out into three classes is mentioned, viz.: Those 
Nearest to Allah, the Companions of the Right Hand, and the Companions of the 
Left Hand. That was a sort of broad general dmsion. The meaning in this passage 
is wider. (7) Whereas in this world of probation, good is mixed with evil, 
knowledge with ignorance, power with arrogance, and so on-in the new world of 



Reality, all true values will be restored, and like will consort with like, for it will be 
a world of perfect Peace, Harmony, and Justice. 

8. When the female (infant), buried alive, is questioned - 

9. For what crime she was killed;(5977) 

5977 (8) In this world of sin and sorrow, much unjust suffemig is caused, and 
innocent lives sacrificed, without a trace being left, by which offenders can be 
brought to justice. A striking example before the Quraysh was female infanticide: 
cf. 16:58-59, and n. 2084. The crime was committed in the guise of social 
plausibility in secret collusion, and no question was asked here. But in the spiritual 
world of Justice, full questions will be asked, and the victim herself-dumb here-will 
be able to give evidence, for she had committed no crime herself. The proofs will 
be drawn from the very means used for concealment. 

10. When the scrolls are laid open;(5978) 

5978 (9) The Scrolls recording the deeds of men, good or bad, will then be laid 
open before all. Cf. 50:17-18, n. 4954; also 82:11-12. In the present phenomenal 
world, things may be concealed; but in the spiritual world of absolute Reality, 
every secret is opened out, good or bad. The whole tale of acts, omissions, 
motives, imponderable spiritual hurt, neglect, or help will be laid bare. 

11. When the world on High(5979) is unveiled; 

5979 The World on High: literally, the Sky, or Heaven as standing for both the 
Blazing Fire and the Garden, the Home of the Hereafter. (10) The soul's spiritual 
Sky-the thmgs it held high or sacred-will be stripped of the thin blue that gave rest- 
and partly illusion-to its spiritual eye in the world of illusions. Just as when an 
animal is skinned, its real flesh and blood and inner organs become \isible, 
without any outer coating to hold them together, so the inmost state of the spiritual 
world will then become plain. 

12. When the Blazing Fire(5980) is kindled to fierce heat; 

5980 (1 1) Then will burn the Blazing Fire oi die Hell, worse than the fiercest fire. 
(R). 

13. And when the Garden(5981) is brought near;-(5982) 

5981 (12) The last of the Metaphors, the Garden of Bliss-the Light of Allah's Face 
(92:20)-will come in sight-not yet attained, but visible, or "brought near". For the 
scales have fallen from the eyes, and the soul knows itself. 

5982 See 75:22, n. 5822; 78:40, n. 5914; and 79:14, n. 5926. [Eds.]. 

14. (Then) shall each soul know what it has put 
forward. (5983) 

5983 This is the conclusion. It is only on such conditions that the soul reaches its 
full realisation. Put forward: cf. "the Deeds which his hands have sent forth" in 
78:40. 

15. So verily I call(5984) to witness the Planets -(5985) 
that recede, 

5984 Cf. 56:75, n. 5258, for the witness that the heavenly bodies bear symbolically 
to tire power, beauty', and goodness of Allah, in sending His Revelation. See n. 
5798 to 74:32, for the significance of an adjuration in the Qur'an. 

5985 The appeal here is made to three things, the Planets, tire Night, and the 
Dawn. (1) The Planets have a retrograde and a forward motion, and during 
occultation, hide or disappear behind the sun or moon, or are otherwise invisible 
or appear stationary. They behave differently from the millions of stars around 
them. Yet they are not mere erratic bodies, but obey definite laws, and evidence 
the power and wisdom of Allah. 

16. Go straight, or hide; 

17. And the Night as it dissipates;(5986) 

5986 How the Night gradually declines after its height at midnight! It seems 
gradually to steal away, and as Dawn approaches, to merge into Day. So a soul in 
spiritual darkness gradually awakes to its spiritual Dawn through Revelation. 
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18. And the Dawn as it breathes away the darkness;- 
(5987) 

5987 The slow "breathing out" of the darkness by the Dawn, shown us, by 
beautiful imagery, that these mysterious operations, of which people in their 
ignorance are frightened if they have to do with darkness, are really beneficent 
operations of Allah. They have nothing to do with e\il spirits, or witches, or magic. 
For three questions were actually raised about the Prophet's Ministry by the 
ignorant (1) Did his wonderful works come from himself and not from Allah? (2) 
Was he possessed of an e\il spirit? In other words, was he mad? For that was the 
theory of madness, then current. (3) Was he a soothsayer, or necromancer, or 
magician? For he had virtues, powers, and eloquence, so extraordinary that they 
could not understand him. 

19. Verily this is the word of a most honourable 
Messenger,(5988) 

5988 They are told here that all their three theories were foolish. The Revelation 
was really from Allah. Their wonder should cease if they observe the daily 
miracles worked round them in nature. The bringer of Allah's Message was the 
angel Gabriel, and not an e\il spirit. 

20. Endued with Power, with rank before the Lord of the 
Throne,(5989) 

5989 Not only was the bringer of the Revelation. Gabriel, an honourable 
Messenger, incapable of deceit, but he had, in the angelic kingdom, rank and 
authority before Allah's Throne, and he could convey an authoritative divine 
Message. He was, like the Prophet, faithful to his trust; and therefore there could 
be no question of the Message being delivered in any other way than exactly 
according to the divine Will and Purpose. These epithets could apply to the 
Prophet himself, but in view of verse 23 below, it is best to understand them of 
Gabriel. 

21. With authority there, (and) faithful to his trust. 



22. And (O people!) your companion 

possessed ;( 5990) 



is not one 



5990 After describing the credentials of the Archangel Gabriel, the Text now 
appeals to the people to consider their own "Companion", the Prophet, who had 
been born among them and had lived with them, and was known to be an 
honourable, truthful, and trustworthy man. If Gabriel was the one who brought 
the Message to him, then there was no question of demoniacal possession. And 
the Prophet had seen him in his inspired vision "in the clear horizon". 



23. And without doubt he saw him 
horizon. (5991) 



5991 Read along with this the whole passage in 53:1-18 and notes there; specially 
n. 5092, where the two occasions are mentioned when there was a \ision of 
inspiration: "For truly did he see, of the Signs of his Lord, the Greatest" (53:18). 

24. Neither doth he withhold grudgingly a knowledge of 
the Unseen. (5992) 

5992 Such would be the words of a soothsayer, guarded, ambiguous, and 
misleading. Here everything was clear, sane, true, and under divine inspiration. 

25. Nor is it the word of an evil spirit accursed. (5993) 

5993 Such as evil suggestions of envy, spite, greed, selfishness, or other \ices. On 
the contrary, the teaching of the Qur'an is beneficent, pointing to the Right Way , 
and Way of Allah. Rnjhn: literally, driven away with stones, rejected with complete 
ignominy. Cf 15:17. The rite of throwing stones in the valley of Mina at the close 
of the Makkan Pilgrimage |see n. 217 (6) to 2:197] suggests symbolically that the 
Pilgrim emphatically, definitely, and finally rejects all Evil. 

26. When whither go ye?(5994) 

5994 It has been shown that this is no word of a mortal, but that it is full of divine 
wisdom: that its teaching is not that of a madman, but sane to the core and in 
accordance with human needs: that it freely and clearly directs you to the right 
Path and forbids you the Path of evil. Why then hesitate? Accept die divine 
Grace; repent of your sins; and come to the higher Life. 

27. Verily this is no less than a Message to (all) the 
Worlds:(5995) 



5995 It is not meant for one class or race; it is universal, and l 
Worlds. For the meaning of "Worlds", see n. 20 to 1:2. 



addressed to all the 



28. (With profit) to whoever among you wills to go 
straight:(5996) 

5996 Cf 74:55-56. Allah is the Cherisher of the Worlds, Lord of Grace and 
Mercy, and His guidance is open to all who have the will to profit by it. But that 
will must be exercised in conformity with Allah's Will (verse 29). Such conformity 
is Islam. Verse 28 points to human free will and responsibility; verse 29 to its 
limitations. Both extremes, viz.: cast-iron Determination and an ides of chaotic 
Free Will, are condemned. 

29. But ye shall not will except as Allah wills,- the 
Cherisher of the Worlds. 



in the clear 



-<o*£5> 



*-•- 



uZ. Al Infitar (The Cleaving Asunder) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. When(5997) the Sky is cleft asunder;(5998) 

5997 Cf. die passage 81:1-14 and notes. For the three parallel interpretations, see 
the Introduction to this Surah. There are four conditional clauses here, and the 
substantive clause is in verse 5. In S. 81. there were 12 conditional clauses, and the 
conclusion was similar, but not expressed in precisely the same terms. See 72:5, n. 
6002 below. The physical world as we see it now will be destroyed before the final 
Day of Judgement, establishing the true spiritual Reality. In the following four 
clauses we have a reference to the Lesser Judgement, die individual dawn of the 
true Reality at Death. (R). 



5998 Cf 73:18, n. 5869. The beautiful blue sky overhead, which we take for 
granted in sunshine and storm, will be shattered to pieces before the New World 
is established. The partition which seems at present to divide tilings dnine from 
the phenomenal world has to be shattered before each soul knows the reality 
about itself. (R). 



2. When the Stars are scattered;(5999) 



5999 Cf 81:2, where the word for "stars" (Nujiuu) is different, and the verb is 
different Najm has reference to brightness, and the verb "losing then lustre" was 
appropriate there, to show the opposite. Knwkab (used here) has more the 
meaning of a star as fixed in a constellation; and the opposite of a fixed and 
definite order is "scattered", the verb used here. In fact, throughout this passage, 
the dominating idea is the disturbance of order and symmetry. The metaphor 
behind the scattering of the constellations is that in the present order of things we 
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see many things associated together, e.g., rank with honour, wealth with comfort, 
etc. In the New World this will be seen to have been merely fortuitous. (R). 

3. When the Oceans are suffered to burst forth;(6000) 

6000 Cf. 81:6, "when the oceans boil over with a swell". Here, "are suffered to 
burst forth" expresses the end of the present order of things. This may be in two 
ways: (1) The barrier, which keeps within their respective bounds the various 
streams of salt and fresh water (55:20, n. 5185), will be removed; (2) the Ocean 
will overwhelm the whole Globe. (R). 

4. And when the Graves are turned upside down;-(6001) 

6001 This item is not mentioned in 81:1-14. Here it is introduced to show that the 
whole order of things will be so reversed that even Death will not be Death. We 
think there is tranquillity in Death, but there will be no tranquillity. Literally, and 
figuratively, Death will be the beginning of a new Life. What we think to be Death 
will bring forth Life . 

5. (Then) shall each soul know what it hath sent 
forward(6002) and (what it hath) kept back. 

6002 Sent Forward and kept back: may mean: the deeds of commission and 
omission in this life. Or the Arabic words may also be translated: sent forward and 
left behind: i.e., the spiritual possibilities which it sent forward for its other life, 
and the physical things on which it prided itself in this life, but which it had to 
leave behind in this life. Or else, the things it put first and the things it put last in 
importance may change places in the new world of Reality. "The first shall be last 
and the last shall be first". 

6. O man! What has seduced thee from thy Lord Most 
Beneficent?- 

7. Him Who created thee. Fashioned thee in due 
proportion, (6003) and gave thee a just bias;(6004) 

6003 Cf. 15:29. Allah not only created man. but fashioned him in due 
proportions, giving hnn extraordinary capacities, and the means wherewith he can 
fulfil his high destiny. 

6004 See n. 834 to 6:1. Having given a limited free will, He gave us a just bias 
through our reason and our spiritual faculties. If we err, it is our will that is at fault. 

8. In whatever Form(6005) He wills, does He put thee 
together. 

6005 (Cf. 7:1 1). By "Form" (Surah) here I understand the general shape of things 
in which any given personality is placed, including his physical and social 
environments, his gifts of mind and spirit, and all that goes to make up his outer 
and inner life. The Grace of Allah is shown in all these things, for His Will is 
formed from perfect knowledge, wisdom, and goodness. 

9. Day! nit ye do reject Right and Judgment!(6006) 

6006 The goodness and mercies of Allah, and His constant watchful care of all 
His creatures should make men grateful, instead of which they turn away from the 
Right and deny the Day of Sorting Out, the Day when every action performed 
here will find its fulfilment hi just reward or punishment. 

10. But verily over you (are appointed angels)(6007) to 
protect you,- 



6007 Besides the faculties given to man to guide him, and the Form and 
Personality through which he can rise by stages to the Presence of Allah, there are 
spiritual agencies around him to help and protect him, and to note down his 
Record, so that perfect justice may be done to him at the end. For these Guardian 
Angels, see 50:17-18, and n. 4954. 

11. Kind and honourable,- Writing down (your deeds): 

12. They know (and understand) all that ye do. 

13. As for the Righteous, they will be in bliss; 

14. And the Wicked - they will be in the Fire, 

15. Which they will enter(6008) on the Day of 
Judgement, 

6008 I understand this relative clause to govern "the Fire", i.e., the Punishment. It 
will be postponed as long as possible, to give the Sinner every chance of 
repentance and amendment. But once the period of probation is past, it will be 
irrevocable. There will be no going back from it. By inference, the Righteous may 
individually reach some stage of Bliss at once, possibly in this life, possibly after 
death, though the Final Judgement will be the general and complete cessation of 
this fleeting world and the creation of the world of Eternity. 

16. And they will not be able to keep away therefrom. 

17. And what will explain to thee what the Day of 
Judgment is? 

18. Again, what will explain to thee what the Day of 
Judgment is?(6009) 

6009 We can speak of Rewards and Punishments, the Fruits of Actions, the 
Resurrection and the Tribunal, the Restoration of True Values, the Elimination of 
all Wrong, and a hundred other phrases. They might serve to introduce our 
minds vaguely to a new World, of which they cannot possibly form any adequate 
conception under present conditions. The question is repeated in verses 17-18 to 
emphasise this difficulty, and a simple answer is suggested, as explained in the next 
note. 

19. (It will be) the Day when no soul shall have power 
(to do) aught for another:(6010) For the command, 
that Day, will be (wholly) with Allah. 

6010 The answer is suggested by a negative proposition: 'No soul shall have power 
to do aught for another'. This is full of meaning. Personal responsibility will be 
fully enforced. In this world we all depend on one another proximately, though 
our ultimate dependence is always on Allah, now and forever. But here a father 
helps a son forward; husband and wife influence each other's destinies; human 
laws and institutions may hold large masses of mankind under their grip; 
falsehood and evil may seem to flourish for a time, because a certain amount of 
limited free will has been granted to man. This period will be all over then. The 
good and the pure will have been separated from the evil and the rebellious; the 
latter will have been rendered inert, and the former will have been so perfected 
that their wills will be in complete consonance with Allah's Universal Will. The 
Command, thenceforward, will be wholly with Allah. 
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83. 



Al Mutaffifin (The Dealing in Fraud) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Woe to those that deal in fraud, -(6011) 

6011 "Fraud" must here be taken in a widely general sense. It covers giving short 
measure or short weight, but it covers much more than that. The next two verses 
make it clear that it is the spirit of injustice that is condemned-giving too little and 
askmg too much. This may be shown in commercial dealings, where a man exacts 
a higher standard in his own favour than he is willing to concede as against him. In 
domestic or social matters an individual or group may ask for honour, or respect, 
or services which he or they are not willing to give on their side in similar 
circumstances. It is worse than one-sided selfishness: for it is double injustice. But 
it is worst of all in religion or spiritual life: with what face can a man ask for Mercy 
or Love from Allah when he is unwilling to give it to his fellow-men? In one aspect 
this is a statement of the Golden Rule. 'Do as you would be done by'. But it is 
more completely expressed. You must give in full what is due from you, whether 
you expect or wish to receive full consideration from the other side or not. 

2. Those who, when they have to receive by measure 
from men, exact full measure, 

3. But when they have to give by measure or weight to 
men, give less than due. 

4. Do they not think that they will be called to account?- 
(6012) 

6012 Legal and social sanctions against Fraud depend for their efficacy on whether 
there is a chance of being found out. Moral and religious sanctions are of a 
different kind. 'Do you wish to degrade your own nature?' 'Do you not consider 
that there is a Day of Account before a J udge Who knows all, and Who 
safeguards all interests, for He is the Lord and Chensher of the Worlds? Whether 
other people know anything about your wrong or not, you are guilty before Allah.' 

5. On a Mighty Day, 

6. A Day when (all) mankind will stand before the Lord 
of the Worlds? 

7. Day! Surely the record of the wicked is (preserved) in 
Sijjin.(6013) 

6013 This is a word from the same root as Sijn, a Prison. It rhymes with and is 
contrasted with "Illiyiii in verse 18 below. It is therefore understood by many 
Commentators to be a place, a Prison or a Dungeon in which the Wicked are 
confined pending their appearance before the Judgement Seat. The mention of 
the Inscribed Register in verse 9 below may imply that Sijjin is the name of the 
Register of Black Deeds, though verse 9 may be elliptical and may only describe 
the place by the significance of its contents. 

8. And what will explain to thee what Sijjin is? 

9. (There is) a Register (fully) inscribed. (6014) 

6014 If we take Sijjin to be the Register itself, and not the place where it is kept, 
the Register itself is a sort of Prison for those who do wrong. It is inscribed fully: 
i.e., no one is omitted who ought to be there, and for every entry there is a 
complete record, so that there is no escape for the sinner. (R). 

10. Woe, that Day, to those that deny- 

11. Those that deny the Day of Judgement. (6015) 

6015 The fact of Personal Responsibility for each soul is so undoubted that 
people who deny it are to be pitied, and will indeed be in a most pitiable condition 
on the Day of Reckoning, and none but the most abandoned sinner can deny it, 
and he only denies it by playing with Falsehoods. 



12. And none can deny it but the Transgressor beyond 
bounds the Sinner! 

13. When Our Signs are rehearsed to him, he says, "Tales 
of the ancients!"(6016) 

6016 Cf. 6:25; 68: 15; etc. They scorn Truth and pretend that it is Falsehood. 

14. By no means! but on their hearts is the stain of the 
(ill) which they do!(6017) 

6017 The heart of a man, as created by Allah, is pure and unsullied. Every time 
that a man does an ill deed, it marks a stain or rust on his heart. But on 
repentance and forgiveness, such stain is washed off. If there is no repentance and 
forgiveness, the stains deepen and spread more and more, until the heart is sealed 
(2:7), and eventually the man dies a spiritual death. It is such stains that stand in 
the way of his perceiving Truths which are ob\ious to others. That is why he 
mocks at Truth and hugs Falsehood to his bosom. 

15. Verily, from (the Light of) their Lord, that Day, will 
they be veiled. (6018) 

6018 The stain of evil deeds on their hearts sullies the mirror of their hearts, so 
that it does not receive the light. At Judgement the true Light, the Glory of the 
Lord, the joy of the Righteous, will be hidden by veils from the eyes of the Sinful. 
Instead, the Fire of Punishment will be to them the only reality which they will 
perceive. 

16. Further, they will enter the Fire of Hell. 



17. Further, it will be said to them: 
which ye rejected as false! 



"This is the (reality) 



18. Day, verily the record of the Righteous is (preserved) 
in Illiyin.(6019) 

6019 1 Iliyiii: the oblique form of the nominative 'Iliyim, which occurs in the next 
verse. It is in contrast to the Sijjin which occurs in verse 7 above, where see n. 
6013. Literally, it means the 'High Places', but it is probably not the same as the 
'Heights' (Aral) mentioned in 7:46. Nor need we necessarily identify it with die 
"dwellings on high" (gh unitat) mentioned in 34:37. Applying the reasoning parallel 
to that which we applied to Sijjin, we may interpret it as the Place where is kept the 
Register of the Righteous. 

19. And what will explain to thee what Illiyun is? 

20. (There is) a Register (fully) inscribed, (6020) 

6020 This repeats verse 9 above, where see n. 6014. But the Register is of the 
opposite land, that of the Righteous. It contains every detail of the Righteous. (R). 



Nearest (to 



21. To which bear witness those 
Allah). (6021) 

6021 See 56:11, n. 5227; also n. 5223. Those Nearest to Allah will be witnesses to 
this Righteous Record; or as it may also be rendered, they will be present at the 
Record, and watch this Record. Metaphorically, the hightest spiritual dignitaries 
are always helping and assisting at the piling up of the good record of every soul 
that strives for good, however humble in rank that soul may be. 

22. Truly the Righteous will be in Bliss: 

23. On Thrones (of Dignity)(6022) will they command a 
sight (of all things): 

6022 Cf. 36:56. 

24. Thou wilt recognise in their Faces(6023) the beaming 
brightness of Bliss. 

6023 Cf. 75:22, and 76:11. 
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25. Their thirst will be slaked with Pure Wine 
sea led: (60 24) 

6024 The Wine will be of the utmost purity and flavour, so precious that it will be 
protected with a seal, and the seal itself will be of the costly material of musk, 
which is most highly esteemed in the East for its perfume. Perhaps a better 
interpretation of the "seal" is to take it as implying the final effect of the drink: just 
as a seal closes a document, so the seal of the drink will be the filial effect of the 
delicious perfume and flavour of musk, heightening the enjoyment and helping in 
the digestion. (R). 

26. The seal thereof will be Musk: And for this let those 
aspire, who have aspirations:(6025) 

6025 If you understand true and lasting values, this is the kind of pure Bliss to 

aspire for, and not the fleeting enjoyments of this world, which always leave a sting 
behind. 

27. With it will be (given) a mixture of Tasnim:(6026) 

6026 Tasiiiiu literally indicates height, fulness, opulence. Here it is the name of a 
heavenly Fountain, whose drink is superior to that of the Purest Wine. It is the 
nectar drunk by Those Nearest to Allah {n. 5227 to 56:11), the highest in spiritual 
dignity; but a flavour of it will be given to all, according to then spiritual capacity. 
See n. 5835 to 76:5 (Kahir fountain), and n. 5849 to 76:17-28 (Salsabil), (R). 

28. A spring, from (the waters) whereof drink those 
Nearest to Allah. 

29. Those in sin used to laugh at those who believed, 

30. And whenever they passed by them, used to wink at 
each other (in mockery); 

31. And when they returned to their own people, they 
would return jesting; 



32. And whenever they saw them, they would say, 
"Behold! These are the people truly astray!"(6027) 

6027 The wicked laugh at the righteous in this world in many ways. (1) They 
inwardly laugh at their Faith, because they feel themselves so superior. (2) In 
public places, when the righteous pass, they wink at each other and insult them. 
(3) In their own houses they run them down. (4) Whenever and wherever they see 
them, they reproach them with being fools who have lost their way, when the boot 
is really on the other leg. In the Hereafter all these tricks and falsehoods will be 
shown for what they are, and the tables will be reversed. 

33. But they had not been sent as keepers over 
them!(6028) 

6028 But the wicked critics of the Righteous have no call in any case to sit in 
judgement over them. Who set them as Keepers or guardians over the Righteous? 
Let them look to their own condition and future first 

34. But on this Day the Believers will laugh at the 

Unbelievers: (6029) 

6029 The tables will then be reversed, and he laughs best who laughs last 

35. On Thrones (of Dignity) they will command (a sight) 
(of all things). (6030) 

6030 A repetition of verse 23 above, but with a different shade of meaning. The 
Righteous on their Thrones of Dignity will be able to see all the true values 
restored in their own favour: but they will also see something else: they will also 
see the arrogant braggarts brought low, who brought about their own downfall by 
their own actions. 

36. Will not the Unbelievers have been paid back for 
what they did? 



<G*iQ> 



*-•- 



84. 



Al Inshiqaq (The Rending Asunder) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. When the sky is rent asunder, (6031) 

6031 The passing away of this world of sense to make way for a new World of 
Reality is here indicated by two Facts, which are themselves Symbols for a 
complete revolution in our whole knowledge and experience. At the beginning of 
S. 82 and S. 81, other Symbols were used, to lead up to the arguments there 
advanced. Here the Symbols are: (1) the Sky being rent asunder and giving up its 
secrets, and (2) the Earth being flattened out from the globe it is, and giving up its 
secrets (Cf, 25:25 and 50:44). See the following notes. 

2. And hearkens(6032) to (the Command of) its Lord, 
and it must needs (do so);- 

6032 We may think that the heavens we see above us— high and sacred, seemingly 
vast and limitless, eternal and timeless— are not created matter. But they are. And 
they remain just so long as Allah wills it so, and not a moment longer. As soon as 
His Command issues for then dissolution, they will obey and vanish, and all then 
mystery will be emptied out. And it must necessarily be so; then very nature as 
created beings requires that they must hearken to the voice of their Creator, even 
to the extent of their own extinction. 



3. And when the earth is flattened out,(6033) 

6033 The Earth is a globe, enclosing within it many secrets and mysteries— gold 
and diamonds in its mines, heat and magnetic forces in its entrails, and the bodies 
of countless generations of men buried within its soil. At its dissolution all these 
contents will be disgorged: it will lose its shape as a globe, and cease to exist 

A more mystic meaning lies behind the ordinary meaning of the vanishing of the 
heavens and the earth as we see them. Our ideas of them— their subjective 
contents with reference to ourselves will also lose all shape and form and vanish 
before the eternal verities. 

4. And casts forth what is within it and becomes (clean) 
empty, 

5. And hearkens to(6034) (the Command of) its Lord,- 
and it must needs (do so);- (then will come Home the 
full reality). (6035) 

6034 See n. 6032. We think the earth so solid and real. All our perishable things 
dissolve mto the earth. But the earth itself will dissolve mto a truer Reality. 

6035 The substantive clause, to follow the two conditional clauses preceding, may 
be filled up from the suggestion contained in 82:5. 
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6. O thou man! Verily thou art ever toiling on towards 
thy Lord-(6036) painfully toiling,- but thou shalt meet 
Him. 

6036 This life is ever full of toil and misery, if looked at as empty of the Eternal 
Hope which Revelation gives us. Hence the literature of pessimism in poetry and 
philosophy, which thinking minds have poured forth in all ages, when that Hope 
was obscured to them. "Our sweetest songs are those that tell of saddest thought." 
"To each his suffering; all are men condemned alike to groan!" It is the noblest 
men that have to "scorn delights and live laborious days" in this life. The good 
suffer on account of their very goodness: the evil on account of their Evil. But the 
balance will be set right in the end. Those that wept shall be made to rejoice, and 
those that went about thoughdessly rejoicing, shall be made to weep for their folly. 
They will all go to then account with Allah and meet Him before His Throne of 
Judgement. 



is given his Record in his Right 



7. Then he who 
hand, (6037) 

6037 Right Hand: Cf. 17:71. These will be the fortunate ones, who spent their 
lives in goodness and truth: for them the account will be made easy; for even after 
the balancing, they will receive more than their merits deserve, on account of the 
infinite grace and mercy of Allah. 

8. Soon will his account be taken by an easy reckoning, 

9. And he will turn to his people,(6038) rejoicing! 

6038 His People: should be understood in a large sense, including all righteous 
persons of his category, (including of course all those nearest and dearest to him), 
who are spiritually of his family, whether before him or after him in time. 

10. But he who is given his Record behind his back,- 
(6039) 

6039 In 69:24, the wicked are given the Record in their left hand. But their hands 
will not be free. Sin will have tied their hands behrnd their back: and thus they can 
only receive their Records in their left hand, behrnd their back. 

11. Soon will he cry for Perdition, (6040) 

6040 The wicked will cry for death and annihilation: but they will neither live nor 
die: 20:74. 

12. And he will enter a Blazing Fire. 



go about among his people, 



13. Truly, did he 
rejoicing!(6041) 

6041 The tables are now turned. His self-complacence and self-conceit in his 
lower life will now give place to weeping and gnashing of teeth! Cf.n. 6036 above. 

14. Truly, did he think that he would not have to return 
(to Us)!(6042) 

6042 Most of the E\il in this world is due to the false idea that man is 
irresponsible, or to a mad and thoughdess indulgence of self. Man is not 
irresponsible. He is responsible for every deed, word, and thought of his, to his 
Maker, to Whom he has to return, to give an account of himself. To remember 
this and act accordingly is to achieve salvation; to forget or flout that responsibility 
is to get into the Fire of self-deception and misery. 

15. Nay, nay! for his Lord was (ever) watchful of him! 

16. So I do call(6043) to witness the ruddy glow of 
Sunset;(6044) 



6043 The same form of adjuration as in 69:37. The substantive statement is in 
verse 19 below: "Ye shall surely travel from stage to stage". Nothing in this life is 
fixed, or will last. Three things are mentioned which on the one hand have 
remained from age to age for as far back as the memory of man can go, and yet 
each of them is but a short phase, gone as it were in the twinkling of an eye. See 
the following notes: So our life here is but a fleeting show. Its completion is to be 
looked for elsewhere. 

6044 (1) The sun seems such a great reality that people worshipped it as a divinity. 
The beautiful glow it leaves when it sets is but momentary: it changes every 
moment and vanishes with the twilight. 



17. The Night and its Homing;(6045) 



6045 (2) The Night is a phenomenon you see during almost half of every twenty- 
four hours in ordinary latitudes. At nightfall, all the wandering flocks and herds 
come home. The men scattered abroad for their livelihood return home to rest 
and sleep. The Night collects them in then homes, and yet this phase of Homing 
lasts but a little while. Presently all is silent and still. So will it be with our souls 
when this life is ended with our death. We shall be collected in a newer and larger 
Homing. 

18. And the Moon in her Fullness:(6046) 

6046 (3) The astronomical Full Moon does not last a moment. The moment the 
moon is full, she begins to decline, and the moment she is in her "inter-lunar 
swoon", she begins her career anew as a growing New Moon. So is man's life here 
below. It is not fixed or permanent, either in its physical phases, or even more 
strikingly, in its finer phases, intellectual, emotional, or spiritual. 

19. Ye shall surely travel from stage to stage. (6047) 

6047 Man travels and ascends stage by stage. In 67:3 the same word in the form 
tibaqa was used of the heavens, as if they were in layers one above another. Man's 
spiritual life may similarly be compared to an ascent from one heaven to another. 

20. What then is the matter with them, that they believe 
not?-(6048) 

6048 Considemig man's high destiny, and the fact that this life is but a stage or a 
sojourn for him, it might be expected that he would eagerly embrace every 
opportunity of welcoming Allah's Revelation and ascending by Faith to heights of 
spiritual wisdom. There is something wrong with his will if he does not do so. 
Notice die transition from the second person in verse 19, where there is a direct 
appeal to Allah's votaries, to the third person in verses 20-21, where men who are 
rebels against Allah's Kingdom are spoken of as if thev were alien. 

21. And when the Qur'an is read to them, they fall not 
prostrate,(6049) 

6049 Prostrate: out of respect and humble gratitude to Allah. 

22. But on the contrary the Unbelievers reject (it). 

23. But Allah has full knowledge of what they secrete (in 
their breasts) 

24. So announce to them a Penalty Grievous, 

25. Except to those who believe and work righteous 
deeds: For them is a Reward that will never 
fail. (6050) 

6050 0:41:8. 
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85. Al Buruj (The Constellation) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



(displaying) (6051) the Zodiacal 



1. By the sky, 
Signs;(6052) 

6051 Here is an appeal to three symbols in verses 1 -3, and the substantive 
proposition is in verses 4-8, a denunciation of wicked persecutors of the votaries 
of Allah, persecutors who burnt righteous men for their Faith. The three Symbols 
are: (1) the Glorious Sky, with the broad belt of the Constellations marking the 
twelve Signs of the Zodiac; (2) the Day of Judgement, when all e\il will be 
punished; and (3) certain Persons that will be witnesses, and certain Persons or 
things that will be the subjects of the witness. See the notes following. 

6052 See n. 1950 to 15:16. The Stars of the Zodiac as well as of other 
Constellations are like the eyes of the Night. It may be that crimes are committed 
in the darkness of night (literally or metaphorically). But coundess eyes 
(metaphorically) are watching all the time, and every author of e\il will be brought 
to book. 

2. By the promised Day (of Judgment);(6053) 

6053 The Day of Judgement, when the Sinner will have to give an account of 
every deed, open or hidden, is not merely a matter of speculation. It is definitely 
promised in revelation, and will inevitably come to pass. Woe then to the Sinners 
for their crimes. 

3. By one that witnesses, and the subject of the 
witness;-(6054) 

6054 The literal meaning is clear, but its metaphorical application has been 
explained in a variety of ways by different Commentators. The words are fairly 
comprehensive, and should, I think, be understood in connection with Judgement 
There the Witnesses may be: (1) the Prophets (3:81); Allah Himself (3:81. and 
10:61); (he Recording Angels (50:21); the Sinner's own misused limbs (24:24); his 
record of deeds (17:14); or the Sinner himself (17:14). The subject of the witness 
may be the deed or crime, or the Sinner against whom the testimony cries out 
The appeal to these tilings means that the Sinner cannot possibly escape the 
consequences of his crime. He should repent, seek Allah's Mercy, and amend his 
life. 

4. Woe to the makers of the pit (of fire), (6055) 

6055 Who were the makers of the pit of fire in which they burnt people for their 
Faidi? The words are perfectly general, and we need not search for particular 
names, except by way of illustration. In ancient history, and in Mediaeval Europe, 
many lives were sacrificed at the stake because the victims did not conform to the 
established religion. In Arab tradition there is the story of Abraham: Nimrud tries 
to bum him to death, but on account of Abraham's Faith, the fire became "a 
means of safety for Abraham": 21:69, and n. 2725. Another case cited is that of 
Dhu Nuwas, the last Himyarite King of Yemen , by religion a Jew, who persecuted 
the Christians of Najran and is said to have burnt them to death. He seems to 
have lived in the latter half of the sixth Christian century, in the generation 
immediately preceding the Prophet's birth in 570 A.D. Whale the words are 
perfectly general, a reference is suggested to the persecution to which the early 
Muslims were subjected by the Pagan Quraysh. Among other cruelties, they were 
stripped, and their skms were exposed to the burning rays of the Arabian summer 
sun. (R). 

5. Fire supplied (abundantly) with fuel: 

6. Behold! They sat(6056) over against the (fire), 

6056 The persecutors sat calmly to gloat over the agonies of their victims in the 

well-fed Fire. 

7. And they witnessed (all) that they were doing against 
the Believers. 

8. And they ill-treated them for no other reason than 
that they believed in Allah, Exalted in Power, Worthy of 
all Praise!- 



9. Him to Whom belongs the dominion of the heavens 
and the earth! And Allah is Witness to all 
things. (6057) 

6057 It is suggested that the persecutors will richly deserve to be pumshed iu the 
Fire of Hell. That Punishment will be far more real and lasting than the 
undeserved cruelty which they mflicted on men for their Faith in die One True 
God. 

10. Those who persecute (or draw into temptation) the 
Believers, men and women, and do not turn in 
repentance, will have the Penalty of Hell: They will 
have the Penalty of the Burning Fire. (6058) 

6058 The "Penalty of the Burning Fire" has been mentioned here in addition to 
the "Penalty of Hell". This assumes a special significance in the background of the 
cruel burning of the Faithful by the "makers of the pit". These criminals would be 
duly retributed by bemg subjected to a similar kind of suffering that they had 
caused their innocent victims. [Eds.]. 

11. For those who believe and do righteous deeds, will be 
Gardens;(6059) beneath which rivers flow: That is the 
great Salvation, (the fulfilment of all desires), (6060) 

6059 Cf. 5:119 and 9:72. 

6060 Cf. 5: 119.n.833. 

12. Truly strong is the Grip (and Power) of thy Lord. 

13. It is He Who creates from the very beginning, (6061) 
and He can restore (life). 

6061 For the various words for "Creation" and the ideas implied in them, see n. 
120 to 2:117. 

14. And He is the Oft-Forgiving, Full of Loving-Kindness, 

15. Lord of the Throne of Glory, 

16. Doer (without let)(6062) of all that He intends. 

6062 Allah's Will is itself the Word and the Deed. There is no interval between 
them. He does not change His mind. No circumstances whatever can come 
between His Will and the execution thereof. Such are His Power and His Glory. 
Compare it with that of men, described in the next two verses. 

17. Has the story reached thee, of the forces-(6063) 

6063 In contrast to the real, all-embracing, and eternal power of Allah, what are 
the forces of man at their best? Two examples are mentioned. (1) Pharaoh was a 
proud monarch of a powerful kingdom, with resources and organisation, material, 
moral, and intellectual, as good as any in the world. When he pitted himself 
against Allah's Prophet, he and his forces were destroyed. See 79:15-26. (2) 
Thamud were great builders, and had a high standard of material civilisation. But 
they defied the law of Allah and perished. See 7:73-79, and n. 1043. 

18. Of Pharaoh and the Thamud? 

19. And yet the Unbelievers (persist) in rejecting (the 
Truth)!(6064) 

6064 In spite of the great examples of the past, by which human might and skill 

were shown to have availed nothing when the law of Allah was broken, the 
unbelievers persist {in all ages) in defying that law. But. Allah will know how to deal 
with them. 

20. But Allah doth encompass them from behind!(6065) 

6065 Allah encompasses everything. But the wicked will find themselves defeated 
not only in conditions that they foresee, but from all sorts of unexpected 
directions, perhaps from behind them, i.e., from the very people or circumstances 
which in their blindness they despised or thought of as helping them. 
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21. Day, this is a Glorious Qur'an, 

22. (Inscribed) in a Tablet Preserved! (6066) 



6066 Inscribed hi a Table Preserved, i.e., Allah's Message is not ephemeral. It is 
eternal. The "Tablet" is "preserved" or guarded from corruption: 15:9: for Allah's 
Message must endure forever. That Message is the "Mother of the book": see n. 
347 v. 3:7. (R). 



■<s*ss>- 



86. 



AITariq (The Night Star) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



and the Night-Visitant(6068) 



1. By the Sky(6067) 
(therein);- 

6067 The appeal here is to a single mystic Symbol, viz,: the Sky with its Night 
Visitant: and the substantive proposition is in verse 4: "There is no soul but has a 
protector over it". In the last Surah we considered the persecution of Allah's 
votaries, and how Allah protects them. Here the same theme is presented in 
another aspect. In the darkest sky shines out most brilliantly the light of tire most 
brilliant star. So in the night of spiritual darkness -whether through ignorance of 
distress-shines the glonus star of Allah's revelation. By the same token the man of 
Faith and Truth has nothing to fear. Allah will protect His own. 

6068 This is explained in verse 3 below. The "Star of piercing brightness" is 
understood by some to be the Morning Star, by others to be the planet Saturn, by 
others again to be Sirius, or the Pleiades or shooting stars. I think it is best to take 
"Star" in the collective or generic sense, for stars shine on every night in the year, 
and their piercing brightness is most noticeable on the darkest night. 

2. And what will explain to thee what the Night-Visitant 
is?- 

3. (It is) the Star of piercing brightness;- 

4. There is no soul but has a protector over it. (6069) 

6069 If man has a true spiritual understanding, he has nothing to be afraid of. He 
is protected by Allah in many ways that he does not even know. He may be an 
insignificant creature as a mere animal, but his soul raises him to a dignity above 
other creation. And all sorts of dhine forces guard and protect him. 

5. Now let man but think from what he is created! 

6. He is created from a drop emitted-(6070) 

6070 See n. 5832 to 76:2. See also last note. 

7. Proceeding from between the backbone and the 
ribs:(6071) 

6071 A man's seed is the quintessence of his body. It is therefore said 
metaphorically to proceed from his loms, i.e., from his back between the 
hipbones and his ribs. His backbone is the source and symbol of his strength and 
personality. In his spmal cord and in the bram is the directive energy of the central 
nervous system, and this directs all action, organic and psychic. The spinal cord is 
continuous with the Medulla Oblongata in the brain. 



8. Surely (Allah) 
life)!(6072) 



is able to bring him back (To 



6072 The Creator who can mmgle the forces of psychic and physical muscular 
action in the creation of man, as explained in the last note, can surely give a new 
life after physical death here, and restore man's personality in the new world that 
will open out in the Hereafter. 



9. The Day that (all) things secret will be tested, 

10. (Man) will have no power, and no helper. (6073) 

6073 In that new world, all our actions, motives, thoughts, and imagmmgs of this 
life, however secret, will be brought into the open, and tested by the standards of 
absolute Truth, and not by false standards of custom, prejudice, or partiality. In 
that severe test, any adventitious advantages of this life will have no strength or 
force whatever, and cannot help in any way. 



Firmament(6074) which returns (in its 



11. By the 
round), 

6074 The Firmament above is always the same, and yet it performs its diurnal 
round, smoothly and punctually. So does Allah's Revelation show forth the Truth, 
which like a circle is ever true to its centre-which is ever the same, though it 
revolves through the changing arcumstances of our present life. 

12. And by the Earth which opens out(6075) (for the 
gushing of springs or the sprouting of vegetation), - 

6075 The earth seems hard, but springs can gush forth and vegetables sprout 
through it and make it green and soft So is Truth: hard perhaps to mortals, but 
through the fertilismg agency of Revelation, it allows our inner personality to 
sprout and blossom forth. 

13. Behold this is the Word that distinguishes (Good from 
Evil):(6076) 

6076 See the last two notes. Revelation-Allah's Truth-can pierce through the 
hardest crusts, and ever lead us back to the centre and goal of our spiritual life: for 
it separates Good from E\il definitely. It is not mere play or amusement, any 
more than the Sky or the Earth is. It helps us in the highest issues of our life. 

14. It is not a thing for amusement. 

15. As for them, (6077) they are but plotting a scheme, 

6077 Though Allah in His Mercy has pro\ided a piercing light to penetrate our 
spiritual darkness, and made our beings responsive to tire growth of spiritual 
understanding, just as the hard earth is responsive to the sprouting of a seed or the 
gushing of a stream, yet there are evil, unregenerate men who plot and scheme 
against the beneficent purpose of Allah. But their plots will be of no avail, and 
Allah's Purpose will prevail. It happened so with the Quraysh who wanted to 
thwart the growth of Islam. It will be so in all ages. 

16. And I am planning a scheme. (6078) 

6078 Makara is applied both to plotting with an evil purpose and planning with a 
good purpose. Cf. 3:54, and n. 393 "And the unbelievers plotted and planned, and 
Allah too planned, and the best of planners is Allah." 



17. Therefore grant a delay to the Unbelievers: 
respite to them gently (for awhile). (6079) 



Give 



6079 Gende forbearance with Evil shows our trust in Allah and Allah's Plan; for it 
can never be frustrated. This does not mean that we should assist or compromise 
with evil, or fail to put it down where we have the power. It means patience and 
humility where we have no visible power to prevent Evil. 
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87. 



Al A'la (The Most High) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Glorify the name of thy Guardian-Lord(6080) Most 
High, 

6080 The word "Lord" by itself is an inadequate rendering here for Rabb, For it 
implies cherishing, guarding from harm, sustaining, granting all the means and 
opportunities of development. See n. 20 to 1:2. For shortness, perhaps "Guardian- 
Lord" will be sufficient in the Text 

2. Who hath created, (6081) and further, given order and 
proportion; 

6081 The story of Creation is wonderful and continuous. There are several 
processes which we contemplate in glorifying Allah's name. First, He brings us 
into being. Secondly, He endows us with forms and faculties exactly suited to what 
is expected of us, and to the environments in which our life will be cast, giving to 
everything due order and proportion. 

3. Who hath ordained laws. (6082) And granted 
guidance; 

6082 Thirdly, He has ordained laws and decrees, by which we can develop 
ourselves and fit ourselves into His whole scheme of evolution for all His 
Creation. He has measured exactly the needs of all, and given us instincts and 

physical and psychic predispositions which fit into His decrees. Fourthly, He gives 
us guidance, so that we are not the sport of mechanical laws. Our reason and our 
will are exercised, that we may reach the higher destiny of man. 

4. And Who bringeth out(6083) the (green and luscious) 
pasture, 

6083 Fifthly, after maturity comes decay. But even in that decay, as when green 
pasture turns to stubble, we subserve other ends. Insofar as we are animals, we 
share these processes with other forms of material. Creation, animal, vegetable, 
and even mineral, which all have their appointed laws of growth and decay. But 
man's higher destiny is referred to in subsequent verses. 

5. And then doth make it (but) swarthy stubble. 

6. By degrees shall We teach thee to declare(6084) (the 
Message), so thou shalt not forget, (6085) 

6084 The soul, as it reaches the Light of Allah, makes gradual progress, like a 
man going from darkness into tight So the Qur'an was revealed by stages. So all 
revelation from Allah comes by stages. 



As usual, there are two parallel meanings: (1) that connected with the occasion of 
direct inspiration to the Prophet; and (2) the more general Message to mankind 
for all time. Everyone who understands the Message must declare it, in words, and 
still more, in his conduct 

6085 The particular occasion was an assurance to the Prophet, that though he was 
unlettered, the Message given to him would be preserved in his heart and in the 
hearts of men. The more general sense is that mankind, ha\ing once seized great 
spiritual truths, will hold fast to them, except as qualified in the following verse. 

7. Except as Allah wills:(6086) For He knoweth what is 
manifest and what is hidden. 

6086 There can be no question of this having any reference to the abrogation of 
any verses of the Qur'an, for this Surah is one of the earliest revealed, being 
placed about eighth according to the most accepted chronological order. While 
the basic principles of Allah's Law remain the same, its form, expression, and 
application have varied from time to time, e.g., from Moses to Jesus, and from 
Jesus to Muhammad. It is one of the beneficent mercies of Allah that we should 
forget some things of the past, lest our minds become confused and our 
development is retarded. Besides, Allah knows what is manifest and what is 
hidden, and His Will and Plan work with supreme wisdom and goodness. 



8. And We will make it easy for thee (to follow) the 
simple (Path). (6087) 

6087 The path of Islam is simple and easy. It depends on no abstruse mysteries or 
self -mortifications, but on straight and manly conduct in accordance with the laws 
of man's nature as implanted in htm by Allah (30:30). On the other hand, spiritual 
perfection may be most difficult, for it involves complete surrender on our part to 
Allah in all our affairs, thoughts, and desires: but after that surrender Allah's Grace 
will make our path easy. 



9. Therefore give admonition in 
admonition(6088) profits (the hearer). 



case 



the 



6088 This is not so strong as the Biblical phrase, "Cast not pearls before swine" 
(Matt. 7:6) The cases where admonition does produce spiritual profit and where it 
does not, are mentioned below in verses 10 and 11-13 respectively. Allah's 
Message should be proclaimed to all; but particular and personal admonitions are 
also due to those who attend and in whose hearts is the fear of Allah; in the case 
of those who run away from it and dishonour it, such particular and personal 
admonition is useless. They are the unfortunate ones who prepare their own ruin. 

10. The admonition will be received by those who fear 
((Allah)): 

11. But it will be avoided by those most unfortunate 
ones, 

12. Who will enter the Great Fire,(6089) 

6089 The Great Fire is the final Penalty or Disaster in the Hereafter, as contrasted 
with the minor Penalties or Disasters from which all evil suffers from within in this 
very life. 

13. In which they will then neither die nor live. (6090) 

6090 A terrible picture of those who rum their whole future by e\il lives here 
below. They introduce a discord into Creation, while life should be one great 
universal concord. And their past clings to them as part of their own will. They are 
not even like the dry swarthy stubble mentioned in verse 5 above, which grew 
naturally out of the luscious pasture, for they have grown harmful, in defiance of 
their own nature. "Neither die nor live"; CI. 20:74. 



prosper(6091) who purify 



14. But those will 
themselves,(6092) 

6091 Prosper; in the highest and spiritual sense; attain to Bliss or Salvation: as 
opposed to "enter the Fire". 

6092 The first process in godliness is to cleanse ourselves in body, mind, and soul. 
Then we shall be in a fit state to see and proclaim the Glory of Allah. That leads 
us to our actual absorption in Praise and Prayer. 

15. And glorify the name of their Guardian-Lord, and (lift 
their hearts) in prayer. 

16. Day (behold), ye prefer the life of this world; 

17. But the Hereafter is better and more enduring. 

18. And this is in the Books of the earliest (Revelation), - 
(6093) 

6093 The law of righteousness and godliiiess is not a new law, nor are the vanity 

and short duration of this world preached here for the first time. But spiritual 
truths have to be renewed and reiterated again and again. 

19. The Books of Abraham(6094) and Moses.(6095) 

6094 No Book of Abraham has come down to us. But the Old Testament 
recognises that Abraham was a prophet {Gen. 20:7, 18:17-19). There is a book in 
Greek, which has been translated by Mr. G.H. Box, called the Testament of 
Abraham (published by the Society for the Promotion of Christian Knowledge, 
London , 1927). It seems to be a Greek translation of a Hebrew original. The 
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Greek Text was probably written in the second Christian century, in Egypt, but in 
its present form it probably goes back only to the 9th or 10th Century. It was 
popular among the Christians. Perhaps the Jewish Midrash also refers to a 
Testament of Abraham. 

6095 The original Revelation of Moses, of which the Present Pentateuch is a 
surviving recension. See Appendix II., p. 288-290. 



The present Gospels do not come under the definition of the "earliest" Books. 
Nor could they be called "Books of Jesus"; they were written not by him, but about 
him, and long after his death. 



-<S**SV 



OO. Al Ghashiyah (The Overwhelming Event) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Has the story reached thee of the overwhelming 
(Event)?(6096) 

6096 Al Ghashiyah: die thing or event that overshadows or overwhelms, diat 
covers over or makes people lose their senses. In 12:107, it is described as the 
"covering veil of the Wrath of Allah"; where see n . 1 7 90. The Day of Judgement 
is indicated, as the Event of overwhelming importance in which all our petty 
differences of this imperfect world are covered over and overwhelmed in a new 
world of perfect justice and truth. 

2. Some faces, that Day,(6097) will be humiliated, 

6097 Cf. 75:22, 24. 

3. Labouring (hard), weary,-(6098) 

6098 On the faces of the wicked will appear the hard labour and consequent 
fatigue of the task they will have in battlmg against the fierce Fire which their own 
Deeds will have kmdled. 

4. The while they enter the Blazing Fire,- 

5. The while they are given, to drink, of a boiling hot 
spring, 

6. No food will there be for them but a bitter 
Dhari (6099) 

6099 The root meaning implies again the idea of humiliation. It is a plant, bitter 
and thorny, loathsome in smell and appearance, which will neither give fattening 
nourishment to the body nor in any way satisfy the burning pangs of hunger— a fit 
plant for Hell , like Zaqqum (56:52; or 17:60, n. 2250). 

7. Which will neither nourish nor satisfy hunger. 

8. (Other) faces that Day will be joyful, 

9. Pleased with their Striving, -(6100) 

6100 Notice the parallelism in contrast, between the fate of the Wicked and that 
of the Righteous. In the one case there was humiliation in their faces; in the other, 
there is joy; where there was labour and weariness in warding off the Fire, there is 
instead a healthy Striving, which is itself pleasurable— a Striving which is a pleasant 
consequence of the spiritual Endeavour in the earthly life, which may have 
brought trouble or persecution from without, but which brought inward peace and 
satisfaction. 



10. In a Garden on high, (6101) 



6101 The most important point is their inward state of joy and satisfaction, 
mentioned in verses 8-9. Now are mentioned the outer things of bliss, the chief of 



which is the Garden. The Garden is in contrast to the Fire. Its chief beauty will be 
that they will hear there nothing unbecoming, or foolish, or vain. It will be a 
Garden on high, in all senses-fit for the best, highest, and noblest. (R). 

11. Where they shall hear no (word) of vanity: 



12. Therein will be a bubbling spring:(6102) 

6102 Instead of the boilnig hot spring (verse 5) there will be a bubbling spring of 
sparklmg water. Instead of the grovelling and grumbling in the place of Wrath, 
there will be Thrones of Dignity, with all the accompaniments of a brilliant 
Assembly. 

13. Therein will be Thrones (of dignity), raised on high, 

14. Goblets placed (ready), 

15. And cushions set in rows, 

16. And rich carpets (all) spread out. 

17. Do they not look at the Camels,(6103) how they are 
made?- 

6103 In case men neglect the Hereafter as of no account, they are asked to 
contemplate four things, which they can see in everyday life, and which are full of 
meaning, high design, and the goodness of Allah to man. The first mentioned is 
the domesticated animal, which for Arab countries is par excellence die Camel. 
What a wonderful structure has this Ship of the Desert? He can store water in his 
stomach for days. He can live on dry and thorny desert shrubs. His limbs are 
adapted to his life. He can carry men and goods. His flesh can be eaten. Camel's 
hair can be used in weaving. And withal, he is so gende! Who can sing his praises 
enough? 

18. And at the Sky,(6104) how it is raised high?- 

6104 The second thing they should consider is the noble blue vault high above 
them-with the sun and moon, the stars and planets, and other heavenly bodies. 
This scene is full of beauty and magnificence, design and order, plainness and 
mystery. And yet we receive our light and warmth from the sun, and what would 
our physical lives be without these influences that come from such enormous 
distances? 

19. And at the Mountains,(6105) how they are fixed 
firm?- 

6105 From everyday utility and affection in the Camel, to the utility in grandeur in 
the heavens above us, we had two instances touching our individual as well as our 
social lives. In the third instance, in the Mountains we come to the utility of 
mankind generally in the services the Mountains perform in storing water, in 
moderating climate, and in various other ways which it is the business of Physical 
Geography to investigate and describe. 

20. And at the Earth, (6106) how it is spread out? 
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6106 The fourth and last instance given is that of the Earth as a whole, the 
habitation of mankind in our present phase of life. The Earth is a globe, and yet 
how marvellously it seems to be spread out before us in plains, valleys, hills, 
deserts, seas, etc.! Can man, seeing these things, fail to see a Plan and Purpose 111 
his life, or fail to turn to the great Creator before Whom he will have to give an 
account after this life is done? 

21. Therefore do thou give admonition, for thou art one 
to admonish. 

22. Thou art not one to manage (men's) affairs. (6107) 



6107 The Prophet of Allah is sent to teach and direct people on the way. He is 
not sent to force their will, or to punish them, except insofar as he may receive 
authority' to do so. Punishment belongs to Allah alone. And Punishment is certain 
in the Hereafter, when true values will be restored. 

23. But if any turn away and reject Allah, - 

24. Allah will punish him with a mighty Punishment, 

25. For to Us will be their return; 

26. Then it will be for Us to call them to account. 



XS*&; 



89. 



Al Fajr (The Dawn) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. By the break of Day;(6108) 

6108 Four striking contrasts are mentioned, to show Allah's Power and Justice, 
and appeal to "those who understand". The first is the glory and mystery of the 
Break of Day. It just succeeds the deepest dark of the Night, when the first rays of 
light break through. Few people except those actually in personal touch with 
nature can feel its compelliiig power. In respect both of beauty and terror, of hope 
and inspiration, of suddenness and continuing increase of light and joy, this "holy 
time" of night may well stand as the type of spiritual awakening from darkness to 
Faith, from Death to Resurrection. 

2. By the Nights twice five;(6109) 

6109 By the Ten Nights are usually understood the first ten nights of Dhu al 
Hijjah, tire sacred season of Pilgrimage. From the most ancient times Makkah was 
the centre of Arab pilgrimage. The story of Abraham is intimately connected with 
it; see 2:125-127 and notes, also n. 217 to 2:197. In times of Paganism various 
superstitions were introduced, which Islam swept away. Islam also purified the 
rites and ceremonies, grmig them new meaning. The ten days specially devoted to 
the Hajj introduce a striking contrast in the life of Makkah and of the pilgrims. 
Makkah, from being a quiet secluded city, is then thronged with thousands of 
pilgrims from all parts of the world. They discard their ordinary dress-representing 
every land of costume-to the simple and ordinary Ihrain (n.217); they refrain from 
every kind of fighting and quarrel; they abstain from every kind of luxury and self- 
indulgence; they hold all life sacred, however humble, except in the way of 
symbolical and carefully regulated sacrifice; and drey spend their nights in prayer 
and meditation. 

3. By the even and odd (contrasted);(6110) 

6110 The contrast between even and odd forms the subject of learned argument 
among those who deal with the mystic properties of numbers. In any case, even 
and odd follow each other in regular succession: each is independent, and yet 
neither is self-sufficient. In ultimate analysis every even number is a pair of odd 
ones. And all things go in pairs: see 36:36, and n. 3981. In the animal world pairs 
are but two mdhiduals, and yet each is a complement of the other. Both abstract 
and concrete things are often understood in contrast widr dreir opposites. Why 
should we not, in spiritual matters, understand this life better with reference to the 
Hereafter, and why should we disbelieve in the Hereafter simply because we 
cannot conceive of anything different from our present life ? 

4. And by the Night(6111) when it passeth away;- 

6111 That is, the last part of the night, just before full daylight. Note die gradations 
in spiritual awakening, and their symbols: first, the turn of the night, when just the 
first rays of daylight break through; secondly, the social and institutional rites of 
religion, like those during the ten nights of Pilgrimage; thirdly, when the usual 



contrast between the Here and Hereafter vanishes, and we can see heaven even 
here; and lasdy, when this world vanishes, the full light of Day arrives, and we see 

Reality face to face. 

5. Is there (not) in these(6112) an adjuration (or 
evidence) for those who understand? 

6112 All these mystic Symbols draw our attention, like solemn adjurations in 
speech, to the profoundest mystery of our inner life, viz., how from utter depths of 
darkness -ignorance or even degradation-Allah's wonderful Light or Revelation can 
lead us by contrast into the most beautiful sunshine of a glorious spiritual Day. But 
the contrast suggests also the opposite process as a corollary-how resistance to 
Allah's light would destroy us utterly, converting our greatness or glory to 
perdition, as happened with the peoples of Arab antiquity, 'Ad and Thamud, and 
the type of the powerful but arrogant and godless monarch, the Pharaoh of Egypt. 
Like a man with a bounded horizon, the average man does not understand these 
long range mysteries of life, and we have need to pray that we may be of "those 
who understand". 

6. Seest thou not how thy Lord dealt with the 'Ad 
(people), -(6113) 

6113 For Ad see n. 1040 to 7:65. They seem to have possessed an ancient 
ci\ilisation, which succumbed when they persistendy broke Allah's law. 

7. Of the (city of) Iram,(6114) with lofty pillars, 

6114 Iram would seem to have been an ancient 'Ad capital, in southern Arabia . It 
boasted of lofty architecture ("lofty pillars"). Some Commentators understand Iram 
to be the name of an eponymous hero of 'Ad, in which case the following line, 
"with lofty pillars", should be construed "of lofty stature." 'Ad were a tall race. 

8. The like of which were not produced in (all) the 
land?(6115) 

6115 This tract of southern Arabia was once very prosperous {Arabia Felix) and 
contains ruins and inscriptions. It has always been an object of great interest to the 
Arabs. In the time of Mu'awiyah some precious stones were found among the 
ruins in this locality. Quite recendy, a bronze lion's head and a bronze piece of 
gutter with a Sabaeau inscription, found in Najran, have been described in the 
British Museum Quarterly, vol. XI, No. 4, Sept. 1937. 

9. And with the Thamud(6116) (people), who cut out 
(huge) rocks in the valley?- 

6116 For Thamud see n. 1043 to 6:73. Their cmlisation shows traces of Egyptian, 
Syrian, and (later) Greek and Roman influences. They built fine temples, tombs, 
and buildings cut out of the solid rock. The cult of the goddess Lat flourished 
among them. 

10. And with Pharaoh, Lord of Stakes?(6117) 
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6117 For "Lord of Stakes", see 38:12, 11. 4160. For Pharaoh's arrogance and his 
fall, see 20:43, 78-79. The three examples given, 'Ad, Thamud, and Pharaoh, 
show that neither nations nor individuals, however mighty, prosperous, or firmly 
established they may be, can live if they transgress the Law of Allah. The Law of 
Allah, which is also the law of the higher nature which He has bestowed on us, 
made them in the first place great and glorious: when they fell from it and "heaped 
mischief on mischief, they were swept away. 

11. (All) these transgressed beyond bounds in the lands, 

12. And heaped therein mischief (on mischief). 

13. Therefore did thy Lord pour on them a scourge of 
diverse chastisements: 

14. For thy Lord is (as a Guardian) on a 
watchtower.(6118) 

6118 Even though Allah's punishment is delayed, it is not to be supposed that He 
does not see all things -Allah's pro\idence is ever vigilant: His punishment of 
evildoers is a form of justice to the weak and the righteous whom they oppress. It 
is part of the signification of His tide as Rabb (Cherisher). (R). 

15. Now, as for man, (6119) when his Lord trieth him, 
giving him honour and gifts, then saith he, (puffed 
up), "My Lord hath honoured me." 

6119 Contrast with Allah's justice and watchful care, man's selfishness and 
pettiness. Allah tries us both by prosperity and adversity: in the one we should 
show humility and kindness; and in the other patience and faith. On the contrary, 
we get puffed up in prosperity and depressed in adversity, putting false values on 
this world's goods. 

16. But when He trieth him, restricting his 
subsistence(6120) for him, then saith he (in despair), 
"My Lord hath humiliated me!" 

6120 Subsistence, in both the literal and the figurative sense. Allah provides for 
all, but people complain if the provision is measured and restricted to their needs, 
circumstances, and antecedents, and does not come up to their desires or 
expectations, or is different from that given to people in quite different 
circumstances. 

17. Nay, nay! But ye(6121) honour not the orphans! 

6121 Even at our own valuation, if we are favoured with superfluities, do we think 
of the fatherless children, or the struggling poor? On the contrary, too many men 
are but ready to embezzle the helpless orphan's inheritance, and to waste their 
own substance in worthless not instead of supplying the people's real needs. 

18. Nor do ye encourage one another(6122) to feed the 
poor!- 

6122 Kindness and generosity set up standards which even worldly men feel 
bound to follow out of social considerations even if they are not moved by higher 
motives. But the wicked find plausible excuses for their own hardheartedness, and 
by their evil example choke up the springs of charity and kindness in others (Cf. 
69:34 and n. 6282). 

19. And ye devour inheritance -(6123) all with greed, 

6123 Inheritance is abused in two ways. (1) Guardians and trustees for the 
inheritance of minors or women or persons unable to look after their own 
interests should fulfil their trusts with even more care than they devote to their 
own interests. Instead of that they selfishly "devour" the property'. (2) Persons who 
inherit property in then own rights should remember that in that case, too, it is a 
sacred trust They must use it for the purposes, objects, and duties which they also 
inherit. It gives them no licence to live in idleness or waste their days in riotous 
show. 



20. And ye love wealth with inordinate love! 

21. Nay! When the earth is pounded to powder, (6124) 

6124 Our attention is now called to the Day of Reckoning. Whether we failed to 
respect the rights of the helpless here or actually suppressed those lights in our 
mad love for the good things of this life, we shall have to answer in the realm of 
Reality. This solid earth, which we imagine to be so real, will crumble to powder 
like dust before the real Presence, manifested in glory (Cf, 69:14). 

22. And thy Lord cometh, and His angels, rank upon rank, 

23. And Hell, that Day,(6125) is brought (face to face),- 
on that Day will man remember, but how will that 
remembrance profit him? 

6125 The Retribution will at last come, and we shall realise it in our inmost being, 
all the illusions of this fleeting world having been swept away. Then we shall 
remember, and wish, too late, that we had repented. Why not repent now? Why 
not bring forth the fruits of repentance now, as a preparation for the Hereafter? 

24. He will say: "Ah! Would that I had sent forth (good 
deeds) for (this) my (Future) Life!" 

25. For, that Day, His Chastisement will be such as none 
(else) can inflict,(6126) 

6126 "Chastisement" in this verse and the "binding in bonds" in the next verse are 
two distinct phases of the Penalty. "Chastisement" involves pain and agony, such as 
cannot be imagined anywhere else, or from any other source, for it touches our 
inmost soul and cannot be compared with anything our bodies may suffer or 
others may inflict. "Bonds" imply confinement, want of freedom, the closing of a 
door which was once open but which we deliberately passed by. We see that 
others accepted in faith and entered that door. This shutting out of what might 
have been is worse than any other bonds or confinement we can imagine, and may 
be worse than actual chastisement. 

26. And His bonds will be such as none (other) can bind. 

27. (To the righteous soul will be said:) "O (thou) 
soul, (6127) in (complete) rest and satisfaction! 

6127 The righteous enter into their inheritance and receive their welcome with a 
title that suggests freedom from all pain, sorrow, doubt, struggle, disappointment, 
passion, and even further desire: at rest, in peace; in a state of complete 
satisfaction. 

In Muslim theology, this stage of the soul is the final stage of bliss. The 
unregenerate human soul, that seeks its satisfaction in the lower earthly desires, is 
the Animarah (12:53). The self-reproaching soul that feels conscious of sin and 
resists it is the Lawwaniali (7 5:2, and n. 5810). 

28. "Come back thou to thy Lord, -(6128) well pleased 
(thyself), and well-pleasing unto Him! 

6128 Note that Evil finds itself isolated, and cries out in lonely agony (verse 24), 
while Good receives a warm welcome from the Lord of Goodness Himself -also 
that it is the soul which enters heaven, and not the gross body which perishes . 

29. "Enter thou, then, among My devotees! 

30. "Yea, enter thou My Heaven!(6129) 

6129 . The climax of the whole is: "Enter My Heaven!" Men may have imagined 
all kinds of heaven before, and many types and symbols are used in the sacred 
Word itself. But nothing can express the reality itself better than "My Heaven"- 
Allah's own Heaven! May we reach it through Allah's grace! (R). 
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90. Al Balad (The City) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. I do call to witness(6130) this City;- 

6130 The appeal to the mystic ties between the Prophet and his parent city of 
Makkah has been explained in the Introduction to this Surah. It is a symbol of 
mail's own history. Man is born for toil and struggle, and this is the substantive 
proposition in verse 4 below, which this appeal leads up to. 

2. And thou art a freeman(6131) of this City;- 

6131 Hillun: an inhabitant, a man with lawful rights, a man freed horn such 
obligations as would attach to a stranger to the city, a freeman in a wider sense 
than the technical sense to which the word is restricted in modern usage. The 
Prophet should have been honoured in his native city. He was actually being 
persecuted. He should have been loved, as a parent loves a child. Actually his life 
was bemg sought, and those who believed in him were under a ban. But time was 
to show that he was to come triumphant to his native city after ha\mg made 
Madihah sacred by his life and work. 

3. And (the mystic ties of) Parent and Child;-(6132) 

6132 A parent loves a child ordinarily: the father is proud and the mother, in spite 
of her birth pams, experiences supreme joy when the child is born. But in 
abnormal circumstances there may be misunderstandings, even hatred between 
parent and child. So Makkah cast out her most glorious son, but it was only for a 
time. Makkah was sound at heart; only her power had been usurped by an 
ignorant autocracy which passed away, and Makkah was to receive back her glory 
at the hands of the son whom she had rejected but whom she welcomed back 
later. And Makkah retains for all time her sacred character as the centre of Islam. 



created man into toil and 



4. Verily We have 
struggle. (6133) 

6133 Cf. "Man is bom unto troubles as the sparks fly upward" (Job, 5:7); "For all 
his days are sorrows, and his travail grief (Ecclesiastes, 2:23). Man's life is full of 
soitow and vexation; but our text has a different shade of meaning: man is born to 
strive and struggle; and if he suffers from hardships, he must exercise patience, for 
Allah will make his way smooth for him (65:7; 94:5-6). On tire other hand no man 
should boast of worldly goods or worldly prosperity (see verses 5-7 below). 

5. Thinketh he, that none hath power over him?(6134) 

6134 See the end of last note. If a man has wealth, mfluence, or power, he should 
not behave as if it is to last forever, or as if he has no responsibility for his acts and 
can do what he likes. All his gifts and advantages are given to him for trial. Allah, 
Who bestowed them on him, can take them away, and will do so if man fails in his 
trial. 

6. He may say (boastfully); Wealth have I squandered in 
abundance! (6135) 

6135 The man who feels no responsibility and thinks that he can do what he likes 
in life forgets his responsibility to Allah. He boasts of his wealth and scatters it 
about, thinking that he can thus purchase the support of the world. For a time he 
may. But a rude awakenmg must come soon, for he bases his hopes on 
unsubstantial things. Or if he spends his substance on self-mdulgence, he is 
weakening himself and putting himself into snares that must destroy him. 

7. Thinketh he that none beholdeth him?(6136) 

6136 Allah watches him, and sees all his acts and motives, and all the secret 
springs of his follies. But lest he should think the higher spiritual forces too 
remote for him, let him look withm himself and use the faculties which Allah has 
given him. See the next verses following. 

8. Have We not made for him a pair of eyes?- 

9. And a tongue,(6137) and a pair of lips?- 

6137 The eyes give us the faculty of seemg, and may be taken in both the literal 
and the metaphorical sense. In the same way the tongue gives us the faculty of 



tasting in both senses. Along with the lips, it also enables us to speak, to ask for 
information and seek guidance, and to celebrate the praises of Allah. 

10. And shown him the two highways?(6138) 

6138 The two highways of life are: (1) the steep and difficult path of virtue, which 
is further described in the verses following, and (2) the easy path of vice and the 
rejection of Allah, referred to in verses 19-20 below. Allah has given us not only 
the faculties implied in the eyes, the tongue, and the lips, but also given us the 
judgement by which we can choose our way; and He has sent us Teachers and 
Guides, with Revelation, to show us the right and difficult way. 

11. But he hath made no haste on the path that is 
steep. (6139) 

6139 In spite of the faculties with which Allah has endowed man and the guidance 
which He has given him, man has been remiss. By no means has he been eager to 
follow the steep and difficult path which is for his own spiritual good. Cf. Matt. 
7:14: "Strait is the gate, and narrow is the way, which leadeth unto life, and few 
there be that find it" (see also 1:6 and n. 22). 

12. And what will explain to thee the path that is steep?- 

13. (It is:) freeing the bondman;(6140) 

6140 The difficult path of \irtue is defined as the path of chanty or unselfish love, 
and three specific mstances are given for our understandmg: viz. (1) freeing the 
bondman, (2) feeding the orphan, and (3) feeding the indigent down in the dust. 
As regards the bondman, we are to understand not only a reference to legal 
slavery, but many other kinds of slavery which flourish especially in advanced 
societies. There is political slavery, industrial slavery, and social slavery. There is 
the slavery of conventions, of ignorance, and of superstition. There is slavery to 
wealth or passions or power. The good man tries to liberate men and women 
from all kinds of slavery, often at great danger to himself. But he begins by first 
liberating himself. (R). 

14. Or the giving of food in a day of privation(6141) 

6141 Feed those who need it, both literally and figuratively; but do so especially 
when there is privation or famine, literal or figurative, i.e., when or where the 
sources of sustenance, physical, moral, or spiritual, 

15. To the orphan with claims of relationship,(6142) 

6142 All orphans should be fed and helped. But ordinary orphans will come 
under the indigent in verse 16 below. The orphans related to us have a special 
claim on us. They should be near and dear to us, and if charity begins at home, 
they have the first claim on us. 

16. Or to the indigent (down) in the dust. (6143) 

6143 Persons down in the dust can only be helped from motives of pure charity, 
because nothmg can be expected of them-iieither praise nor advertisement nor 
any other advantage to the helper. Such help is help indeed. But there may be 
various degrees, and the help will be suited to the needs. 

17. Then will he be(6144) of those who believe, and 
enjoin patience, (constancy, and self-restraint), and 
enjoin deeds of kindness and compassion. 

6144 Such practical charity and love will be the acid test of Faith and the teaching 
of all virtues. The \irtues are summed up under the names of Patience (the Arabic 
word mcludes constancy and self-restraint) and compassionate loudness. Not only 
will they be tire test by which the smcerity of their Faith will be judged: they will be 
the fruit which their Faith will constandy produce. 

18. Such are the Companions of the Right Hand. (6145) 

6145 Cf. 56:27-40, also 11. 5223. They will be those who achieve salvation. 

19. But those who reject Our Signs, they are the 
(unhappy) Companions of the Left Hand. (6146) 

6146 Cf. 56:41-56, also n. 5223. They will be the unfortunate ones enveloped in 
the Fire of lasting Penalty, heaped over them and all round them. 
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20. On them will be Fire vaulted over (all round). 



-<S*£3> 
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91 . Al Shams (The Sun) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. By the Sun(6147) and his (glorious) splendour; 

6147 Six types are taken in three pairs, from Allah's mighty works in nature, as 
tokens or evidence of Allah's providence and the contrasts in His sublime 
creation, which yet conduce to cosmic harmony {verses 1-6). Then {verses 7-8) the 
soul of man, with internal order and proportion in its capacities and faculties, as 
made by Allah, is appealed to as having been endowed with the power of 
discriminating between right and wrong. Then the conclusion is stated in verses 9- 
10, that man's success or failure, prosperity or bankruptcy, would depend upon 
his keeping that soul pure or his corrupting it. 

2. By the Moon(6148) as she follows him; 

6148 The first pair is the glorious sun, the source of our light and physical life, and 
the moon which follows or acts as second to the sun for illuminating our world. 
The moon, when she is in the sky with the sun, is pale and inconspicuous; in the 
sun's absence she shines with reflected light and may metaphorically be called the 
sun's vicegerent. So with Revelation and the great Prophets who brought it; and 
the minor Teachers who derive their light reflected, or perhaps doubly reflected, 
from the original source. 

3. By the Day as it(6149) shows up (the Sun 's) glory; 

6149 The next contrasted pair consists, not of luminaries, but conditions, or 
periods of time, Day and Night The Day reveals the sun's glory and the Night 
conceals it from our sight So there maybe contrasts in our subjective reception of 
divine light, but it is there, working all the time, and must reappear in its own good 
time. 



and its (wonderful) 



4. By the Night as it conceals it; 

5. By the Firmament(6150) 
structure;(6151) 

6150 The next contrasted pair is the wonderful firmament on high, and the earth 
below our feet, stretching away to our wide horizons. The sky gives us rain, and 
the earth gives us food. Yet both work together: for the rain is moisture sucked up 
from the earth, and the food cannot grow without the heat and warmth of the sun. 
There are many other contrasts under this head; yet they all point to unity. 

6151 The ma masdariyah in Arabic, in dris and the subsequent clauses, is best 
translated in English by nouns. Thus what would literally be "and the (wonderful) 
making or construction of it" or "the fact of its (wonderful) construction" is, 
idiomatically, "its (wonderful) structure." "The (wide) spreading out" of the earth is 
rendered "its (wide) expanse," and so on. 

6. By the Earth and its (wide) expanse: 

7. By the Soul, and the proportion and order given to 
it;(6152) 

6152 Allah makes the soul, and gives it order, proportion, and relative perfection, 
in order to adapt it for the particular circumstances in which it has to live its life. 
Cf. 32:9. See also n. 120 to 2:117. He breathes into it an understanding of what is 
siii, impiety, wrongdoing and what is piety and right conduct, in the special 
circumstances in which it may be placed. This is the most precious gift of all to 
man, the faculty of distinguishing between right and wrong. After the six external 



evidences mentioned in verses 1-6 above, this internal evidence of Allah's 
goodness is mentioned as the greatest of all. By these various tokens man should 
learn that his success, his prosperity, his salvation depends on himself -on his 
keeping his soul pure as Allah made it; and his failure, his decline, his perdition 
depends on his soiling his soul by choosing evil. 

8. And its enlightenment as to its wrong and its right;- 

9. Truly he succeeds that purifies it, 

10. And he fails that corrupts it!(6153) 

6153 This is the core of the Surah, and it is illustrated by a reference to the story 
of Thamud in the following verses. 

11. The Thamud (people) rejected (their prophet) 
through their inordinate wrongdoing, (6154) 

6154 The allusion to the story of Thamud will be understood by a reference to 
7:73-79; see specially n. 1044. Their prophet was Salih but he had to deal with an 
arrogant people, who oppressed the poor and denied them their rights of watering 
and pasture for their cattle. 

12. Behold, the most wicked man among them was 
deputed (for impiety). (6155) 

6155 The prophet Salih made a certain she-camel a Sign or Symbol, a test case, 
"This she-camel of Allah is a Sign unto you; so leave her to graze in Allah's earth 
and let her come to no harm, or ye shall be seized widi a grievous punishment" 
(7:73). but they plotted to kill her and sent the most wicked man among them to 
dare and do that deed of impiety. It was probably when she came to drmk at the 
stream that she was hamstrung and lolled. See 26:155, and 54:27. 

13. But the Messenger of Allah(6156) said to them: "It is 
a She-camel of Allah. And (bar her not from) having 
her drink!" 

6156 That is, Salih see last note. 

14. Then they rejected him (as a false prophet), and they 
hamstrung her. (6157) So their Lord, on account of 
their crime, obliterated their traces and made them 
equal (in destruction, high and low)! 

6157 The man who was deputed to do the impious deed of hamstringing the she- 
camel had, of course, the sympathy and cooperation of the whole people. Only he 
was more daring than the rest. 

15. And for Him(6158) is no fear of its consequences. 

6158 This verse has been variously construed. I follow die general opinion in 
referring the pronoun "Him" to "their Lord" in the last verse and the pronoun "its" 
to the Punishment that was meted out to all, high and low, equally. In that case the 
meaning would be: God decreed the total destruction of Thamud; in the case of 
creatures any such destruction might cause a loss to them, and they might fear the 
consequences of such loss or destruction, but Allah has created and can create at 
will, and there can be no question of any such apprehension in His case. An 
alternative view is that "him" refers to the prophet Salih, mentioned in verse 13. 
Then the interpretation would be: Salih had no fear of the consequences for 
himself; he had warned the wicked according to his commission; he was saved by 
Allah's mercy as a just and righteous man, and he left them with regrets (7:79). Yet 
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another alternative refers "rum" to the wicked man (mentioned in verse 12) who 



hamstrung the she-camel: he feared not the consequences of his deed. 



rs*ss>- 



92. 



Al Layl (The Night) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. By the Night as it conceals (the light);(6159) 

6159 The e\idence of three things is invoked, viz. Night, Day, and die mystery of 
Sex, and the conclusion is stated in verse 4, that men's aims are diverse. But 
similarly there are contrasts in nature. What contrast can be greater than between 
Night and Day? When the Night spreads her veil, the sun's light is hidden, but not 
lost. The sun is in its place all the time, and will come forth in all its glory again in 
its own good time. Cf. 91:3, 4, and n. 6149. Man pursuing diverse aims may find, 
owing to his own position, Allah's light obscured from him for a time, but he must 
strive hard to put himself in a position to reach it in all its glory. 

2. By the Day as it appears in glory; 

3. By (the mystery of)(6160) the creation of male and 
female;-(6161) 

6160 Ma al niasdarifah'as, in 91:5-7; see there n. 6151. 

6161 The mystery of the sexes runs through all life. There is attraction between 
opposites; each performs its own functions, having special characters, primary and 
secondary, within limited spheres, and yet both have common characteristics in 
many other spheres. Each is indispensable to the other. Love in its noblest sense 
is the type of heavenly love and the highest good; in its debasement it leads to the 
lowest sins and the worst crimes. Here, then, striving is necessary for the highest 
good. 

4. Verily, (the ends) ye strive for are diverse. (6162) 

6162 There are wide contrasts in the nature and aims of men. These may be 
broadly divided into two classes, good and evil. As night replaces day on account 
of certain relative positions, but does not annihilate it, so evil may for a time 
obscure good but cannot blot it out Again, night in certain circumstances (e.g. for 
rest) is a blessing; do certain things, which seek die highest truth from the light of 
Allah. Considering these contrasts, do not be surprised or depressed. Men's 
immediate aims may be different. The duty of all is to seek the one true Light. 

5. So he who gives (in charity) and fears ((Allah)), 

6. And (in all sincerity) testifies to the Best, -(6163) 

6163 The good are distinguished here by three signs: (1) large-hearted sacrifices 
for Allah and men: (2) fear of Allah, which shows itself in righteous conduct, for 
Taqwa (see n. 26 to 2:2) includes just action as well as a mental state: and (3) truth 
and sincerity in recognising and supporting all that is morally beautiful, for Husn is 
the good as well as the beautiful. 

7. We will indeed make smooth for him the path to 
Bliss. (6164) 

6164 So far from there being any hardship in a good life, the righteous will enjoy 
their life more and more, and Allah will make their path smoother and smoother 
until they reach eventual Bliss. 

8. But he who is a greedy miser and thinks himself self- 
sufficient, 

9. And gives the lie to the Best,-(6165) 



6165 The evil are distinguished here by three signs: (1) selfish greed and denial of 
other people's rights; (2) arrogance and self-sufficiency (96:6-7); and (3) knowingly 
dishonouring Truth out of spite, or seeing ugliness where there is beauty. Such 
men's downward progress gathers momentum as drey go, and their end can be 
nothing but Misery. Where will be then" boasted wealth and possessions, or their 
self-confidence? 

10. We will indeed make smooth for him the path to 
Misery; 

11. Nor will his wealth profit him when he falls headlong 
(into the Pit). (6166) 

6166 Wealth amassed in this world will be of no use at the Day of Final 

Judgement, nor will any material advantages of this life bring profit by themselves 
in the spiritual world. What will count will be a life of truth and righteousness, and 
of goodness to all the creatures of Allah. 

12. Verily We take(6167) upon Ourselves to guide, 

6167 Allah in His infinite mercy has prorided full guidance to His creatures. All 
through His creation there are sign posts indicating the light way. To man He has 
given the five senses of perception, with mental and spiritual faculties for co- 
ordinating his physical perceptions and leading him higher and higher in thought 
and feeling. He has besides sent inspired men for further teaching and guidance. 

13. And verily unto Us (belong) the End and the 
Beginning. (6168) 

6168 In the End man will return to Allah, and even from tire beginning of man's 
life Allah's mercies and loving care surround him. In the probationary period of 
man's life, he has a measure of free will, and he is expected to use it in such a way 
as to bring his whole being into harmony with the universal Will and Law. For he 
will have to answer for the right use of his talents and opportunities. If man's will 
has any meaning, he has the choice of accepting Allah's guidance or rejecting it, 
and in the latter case he must take the consequences. Hence the warning of the 
future "Fire" in the next verse. 

14. Therefore do I warn you of a Fire blazing fiercely; 

15. None shall reach it(6169) but those most unfortunate 
ones 

6169 The Fire of Punishment will not reach any except those who have 
deliberately sinned against their conscience and rejected Allah's Truth. The term 
used for them is "Ashqa" (superlative degree). Cf. 87:11. The corresponding idea 
in Christian theology is expressed m the following sentence. "All manner of sin 
and blasphemy shall be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy 
Ghost shall not be forgiven unto men" (Matt, xii. 31). (R). 

16. Who give the lie to Truth and turn their backs. 

17. But those most devoted to Allah shall be(6170) 
removed far from it,- 

6170 "Those most devoted to Allah": the Atqa, the God-fearing men who live lives 
of purity, and seek only for the "Face of their Lord Most High". See the verses 
following. 

18. Those who spend their wealth(6171) for increase in 
self-purification, (6 172) 
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6171 The spending may be for charity, or for good works, such as advancing the 
cause of knowledge or science, or supporting ideals, etc. "Wealtli" must be 
understood not only for money or material goods, but also for any advantage or 
opportunity which a man happens to enjoy, and which he can place at the service 
of others. 

6172 The Arabic root word zaka implies both increase and purification, and both 
meanings may be understood to be implied here. Wealth (understood both 
literally and metaphorically) is not for selfish enjoyment or idle show. It is held on 
trust It may be a trial in itself, from which a man who emerges successfully is a 
man all the purer in his life; and even if he was a good man before, his proper use 
of his wealth increases his position and dignity in the moral and spiritual world. 

19. And have in their minds no favour from anyone for 
which a reward is expected in return, (6173) 

6173 The good man does not give in charity or do his good deeds with the motive 
that he is returning someone else's favour and compensating and rewarding 
someone for some service done to him or expecting some reward in return for his 



own good deed: the sole motive in his mind is that he desires the Countenance or 
Good Pleasure of Allah Most High. This "Countenance" or "Face" {Arabic, Wajh) 
implies good pleasure or approval; but it implies something more. It also means 
the Cause-either the "final cause" or the "efficient cause" of Aristotelian philosophy. 
For the Atqa would refer everything, backwards in origin and forwards in destiny, 
to Allah. Allah is tire source of their goodness, as well as its goal or purpose. 

20. But only the desire to seek for the Countenance of 
their Lord Most High;(6174) 

6174 The definition of Righteousness, Charity, or Self-sacrifice, becomes thus 
highly spiritualised. The Atqa are so completely identified with Allah's Will that 
everything else is blotted out to tern. What would seem to be sacrifice from other 
points of view, becomes their own highest pleasure and satisfaction. Every virtuous 
man will have his own bliss, for there are degrees in virtue and bliss. This supreme 
bliss is the portion-not the prize-of supreme virtue. (R). 

21. And soon will they attain (complete) satisfaction. 



x^*0>^ 



93. Al Duha (The Glorious Morning Light) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. By the Glorious Morning Light, (6175) 

6175 The full morning light of the sun, when its splendour shines forth in contrast 
with the night which has passed. Cf. 91:1. The growing hours of morning light, 
from sunrise to noon, are the true type of the growth of spiritual life and work, 
while the stillness of the night is, to those who know, only a preparation for it We 
are not to imagine that the stillness or quiescence of the night is wasted, or means 
stagnation in our spiritual life. The stillness may seem lonely, but we are not alone, 
nor forsaken by Allah. Nor is such preparation, without immediate visible results, 
a sign of Allah's displeasure. 

2. And by the Night(6176) when it is still,- 

6176 Cf. 92:1-2. There Night is mentioned first, and Day second, to enforce the 
lesson of contrasts: the veil of the night naturally comes first before the splendour 
of daylight is revealed. Here the argument is different: the growing hours of 
morning light are the main thing and are mentioned first; while the hours of 
preparation and quiescence, which are subordinate, come second. 

3. Thy Guardian-Lord hath not forsaken thee,(6177) nor 
is He displeased. (6178) 

6177 As usual, there is the particular assurance to the Prophet, and the general 
assurance to mankind: see the Introduction to this Surah. The early years of the 
Prophet's ministry might well have seemed blank. After inspiration there were 
days and periods of waiting. A sense of loneliness might well have weighed on his 
mind. His own tribe of Quraysh jeered at him, taunted and threatened him, and 
slandered and persecuted him as well as those who believed in him. But his faith 
was never shaken, not even to the extent of that cry of agony of Jesus: "My God! 
why hast Thou forsaken me?": (Mark, 16:34). Much less did it enter the Prophet's 
mind to think that Allah was angry with him, as the taunts of his enemies 
suggested. 

6178 See last note. The more general meaning is similar. To the man who 
prepares for spiritual work and spiritual growth the chief thing is typified by the 
growing hours of the morning. He should not be discouraged, nor overcome with 
a sense of loneliness in his early struggles or difficulties. The end will crown his 
work. Allah's care is always around him. If unsympathetic or hostile critics laugh at 
him or taunt him with being "mad" or "old-fashioned" or "ploughing his lonely 
furrow", his steady faith will uphold him. He will never believe that his earnest and 



sincere devotion to Allah, whatever be its results in this world, can be anything but 
pleasing to Allah. 

4. And verily the Hereafter will be better for thee than 
the present. (6179) 

6179 To the truly devout man, each succeeding moment is better than the one 
preceding it. In this sense the "hereafter" refers not only to the Future life after 
death, but also to "the soul of goodness in things" in this very life. For even though 
some outward trappings of this shadow world may be wanting, his soul is filled 
with more and more satisfaction as he goes on. 

5. And soon will thy Guardian-Lord give thee (that 
wherewith) thou shalt be well-pleased. (6180) 

6180 Allah's good pleasure is sure when we serve Him. But we are assured that 
even our feelings of doubt and suffering will vanish, and we shall have a sense of 
complete satisfaction, contentment, and active pleasure when our will is identified 
with the Will of Allah. 

6. Did He not find thee(6181) an orphan and give thee 
shelter (and care)?(6182) 

6181 Judge the future from the past. Allah has been good to you in your past 
experience: trust His goodness in the future also. Again, there is a particular and a 
general meaning. Three facts are taken from die Prophet's outer life by way of 
illustration. Metaphorically they also apply to us. And further, the outer facts are 
themselves types for the spiritual life. See notes below. 

6182 (1) There is the case of the orphan, literally and figuratively. Our Prophet 
was himself an orphan. His father 'Abd Allah died young before the child was 
born, leaving no property. The Prophet's mother Aminah was in ailing health, and 
he was chiefly brought up by his nurse Halimah. His mother herself died when he 
was only six years old. His aged grandfather 'Abd al Muttalib treated htm as his 
own son, but died two years later. Thereafter his uncle Abu Talib treated him as 
his own son. He was thus an orphan in more senses than one, and yet the love he 
received from each one pf these persons was greater dran ordinary parental love. 
Each one of us is an orphan in some sense or another, and yet someone's love 
and shelter come to us by the grace of Allah. In the spiritual world there is no 
father or mother: our very first sustenance and shelter must come from the grace 
of Allah. 

7. And He found thee wandering, and He gave thee 
guidance. (6183) 
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6183 (2) The Prophet was bom in the midst of the idolatry and polytheism of 
Makkah, in a family which was the custodian of this false worship. He wandered 
in quest of Unity and found it by the guidance of Allah. There is no implication 
whatever of sin or error on his part. But we may err and find ourselves wandering 
in mazes of error, in thought, motive, or understanding: we must pray for Allah's 
grace ever to give us guidance. 

The Arabic root dallahas various shades of meaning. In 1:7, I have translated it by 
the verb "stray". In 53:2 the Prophet is defended from the charge of being "astray" 
or straying in miiid. In 12:8 and 12:95 Jacob's sons use the word for their aged 
father, to suggest that he was senile and wandering in mind. In 32:10 it is used of 
the dead, and I have translated it "hidden and lost" {in tire earth). 



need, and made thee 



8. And He found thee in 
independent. (6 184) 

6184 (3) The Prophet inherited no wealth and was poor. The true, pure, and 
sincere love of Khadijah not only raised him above want, but made him 
independent of worldly needs in his later life, enabling him to devote his whole 
time to the service of Allah. So do we all find ourselves in some want or another, 
which, if we work wholeheartedly and sincerely is supplied to us by the grace of 
Allah. When we have found the Way, it is a laborious task to climb up in our 
poverty of spiritual equipment: Allah will give us spiritual riches in love and 
knowledge. 

9. Therefore, treat not(6185) the orphan with harshness, 

6185 Verses 9-11 cany, to a step further, the triple argument of verses 6-8, as 
explained in the preceding notes. The Prophet treated all orphans with tender 
affection and respect, setting an example to his contemporaries, who frequently 
took advantage of the helpless position of orphans, and in any case looked upon 



them as subordinate creatures to be repressed and kept in their place. Such an 
attitude is common in all ages. Helpless creatures ought, on the contrary, to be 
treated as sacred trusts, whether they are orphans, or dependants, or creatures of 
any land unable to assert themselves, either through age, sex, social rank, artificial 
conditions, or any cause whatever. 

10. Nor repulse the petitioner (Unheard);(6186) 

6186 Then there are the people who come with petitions-who have to ask for 
something. They may be genuine beggars asking for financial help, or ignorant 
people asking for knowledge, or timid people asking for some lead or 
encouragement. The common attitude is to scorn them or repulse them. The 
scorn may be shown even when alms or assistance is given to them. Such an 
altitude is wrong. Charity is of no moral value without sympathy and love. Nor is it 
charity to give to idle sturdy professional beggars, for show or to get rid of them. 
They are mere parasites on society. Every petition should be examined and 
judged on its merits. 



11. But the bounty of the Lord 
proclaim!(6187) 



rehearse and 



6187 Besides the petitioners, who ask for help, there is the case of those who do 
not ask but are nevertheless poor-poor but contented in worldly goods, or poor in 
knowledge or resources and not even knowing that they are poor. If you are 
bountifully endowed by Allah, your duty is to make that Bounty spread far and 
wide. Proclaim it and share it, as the Prophet always did. Spiritually we all belong 
to one of these three classes in one sense or another-orphans, petitioners, and 
\ictims of poverty. We all receive Allah's grace and guidance in some degree or 
other. We all owe it as a duty to our fellow-men to be kind and helpful to those 
less endowed in any respect than ourselves. 
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94. 



Al Sharh or Al Inshirah (The Expansion of the Breast) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Have We not expanded thee thy breast?-(6188) 

6188 Cf. the prayer of Moses in 20:25. The breast is symbolically the seat of 
knowledge and the highest feelings of love and affection , die treasure house in 
which are stored thejewels of that quality of human character which approaches 
nearest to the divine. The Prophet's human nature had been purified, expanded, 
and elevated, so that he became a Mercy to all Creation. Such a nature could 
afford to ignore the lower motives of ordinary humanity which caused shameful 
attacks to be made on him. Its strength and courage could also bear the burden of 
the galling work which it had to do in denouncing sin, subduing it, and protecting 
Allah's creatures from its oppression. 

2. And removed from thee thy burden(6189) 

6189 See last note. It is indeed a grievous and galling burden for a man to fight 
single-handed against sin. But Allah sends His grace and aid, and that burden is 
removed, or converted into joy and triumph in the service of the One True God. 

3. The which did gall thy back?- 

4. And raised high the esteem (in which) thou (art 
held)?(6190) 

6190 The Prophet's virtues, the magnanimity of his character, and his love for 
mankind were fully recognised even in his lifetime, and his name stands highest 
among the heroic leaders of mankind. The phrase used is more comprehensive in 



meaning than that used for various prophets in 37:1 19 etc.: "We left this blessing 
for them among generations to come in later times". 

5. So, verily, with every difficulty, there is relief:(6191) 

6191 This verse is repeated for extra emphasis. Whatever difficulties or troubles 
are encountered by men, Allah always provides a solution, a way out, a relief, a 
way to lead to ease and happiness, if we only follow His Path and show our Faith 
by patience and well-doing . The solution or relief does not merely come a/terthe 
Difficulty: it is provided with it I understand the definite article in al 'usr in a 
generic sense, and translate: "every difficulty", In 92:7, I have translated Yusra s , 
Bliss, and in 92:10 'Usras Misery. 

6. Verily, with every difficulty there is relief. 

7. Therefore, when thou art free (from thine immediate 
task), still labour hard, (6192) 

6192 When thou ait free: or when thou art relieved. The words understood may 
be: from thy immediate task, that of preaching to men, denouncing sin, and 
encouraging righteousness; or, from the difficulties that confronted thee. When 
that happens, that does not finish the labours of the man of Allah. It is only one 
step to them. He has constantly and insistently to go on. When there is rest from 
the task of instructing the world, the contact with the spiritual kingdom continues, 
and indeed it becomes more ultimate and concentrated. 

8. And to thy Lord turn (all) thy attention. (6193) 

6193 The kingdom of Allah is everything. Other things are incidental, and really 
do not matter. Worldly greatness or success may be a means to an end, but it may 

also be a hindrance to true spiritual greatness. Allah is the goal of the righteous 
man's whole attention and desire. 
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95. 



Al Tin (The Fig) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. By the Fig(6194) and the Olive,(6195) 

6194 The substantive proposition is in verse 4-8, and it is clinched by an appeal to 
four sacred symbols, viz., the Fig, die Olive, Mount Sinai, and the sacred City of 
Makkah . About the precise interpretation of the first two symbols, and especially 
of the symbol of the Fig, there is much difference of opinion. If we take the Fig 
literally to refer to the fruit or the tree, it can stand as a symbol of man's destiny in 
many ways. Under cultivation it can be one of the finest, most delicious, and most 
wholesome fruits in existence: in its wild state, it is nothing but tiny seeds, and is 
insipid, and often full of worms and maggots. So man at his best has a noble 
destiny: at his worst, he is "the lowest of the low". Christ is said to have cursed a fig 
tree for having only leaves, and not producing fruit (Matt. 21:18-29), enforcing the 
same lesson. There is also a parable of the fig tree in Matt 24:32-35. See also the 
parable of the good and evil figs in Jeremiah, 24:1-10. But see n. 6198 below. 

6195 For the sacred symbolism of the Olive, see n. 2880 to 23:20, and notes 
3000-3002 to 24:35, where the parable of Allah's Light includes a reference to the 
Olive. But it is possible that the Olive here refers to the Mount of Olives, just 
outside the walls of the City of Jerusalem {see n. 5038 to 52:2), for this is the scene 
in the Gospel story (Matt 24:3-4) of Christ's description of the Judgement to 
come . 



2. And the Mount of Sinai, (6196) 



6196 This was the Mountain on which the Law was given to Moses. See 19:52, 
and n. 2504. The Law was given, and the glory of Allah was made visible. But did 
Israel faithfully obey the Law thereafter? 



3. And this City(6197) of security,-(6198) 



6197 "This City of security" is undoubtedly Makkah. Even in Pagan times its 
sacred character was respected, and no fighting was allowed in its territory. But the 
same City', with all its sacred associations, persecuted the greatest of the Prophets 
and gave itself up for a time to idolatry and sin, thus presenting the contrast of the 
best and the worst 

6198 Having discussed the four symbols in detail, let us consider them together. It 
is clear that they refer to Allah's Light or Revelation, which offers man the highest 
destiny if he will follow the Way. Makkah stands for Islam, Sinai for Israel , and 
the Mount of Olives for Christ's original and pure Message. It has been suggested 
that the Fig stands for the Ficus Indies f die Bo-tree, under which Gautama 
Buddha obtained Nirvana. I hesitate to adopt the suggestion, but if accepted it 
would cover pristine Buddhism and the ancient Vedic religions from which it was 
an offshoot. In this way all the great religions of die world would be indicated. But 
even if we refer the Fig and the Olive to the symbolism in their fruit, and not to 
any particular religion, the contrast of Best and Worst in man's destiny remains, 
and that is the main thing. 

This raises a doctrinal question of considerable importance: how does Islam view 
the ancient vedic religions and Buddhism, or for that matter, any other religion? 



As Muslims we are not in a position to affirm whether Budha was a prophet or 
not. Aldiough the Quran states that Allah sent Prophets to every people (35:24), it 
does not mention the names of all of them. In fact it mentions by name relatively 
few of the Prophets of the Semitic tradition, or only such as with whom its first 
audience, the Arabs were generally familiar. As to its present form, we find the 
doctrines of Buddhism clearly at variance with monotheism and cardinal 
Principles of the True Religion as explained in the Qur'an. This may have been 
the result of distortion or loss by the followers of its original teachings. 

As a general rule, we cannot describe anyone as a Prophet or Messenger of Allah 
unless explicidy mentioned in the Qur'an, or Hadith. The Message as brought by 
Prophet Muhammad preserves in itself all that was essential in the earlier 
revelations or scriptures: it abrogates all the pre\ious messages sent through earlier 
Prophets (3:85). (R). 



in the best of 



4. We have indeed created man 
moulds,(6199) 

6199 Tnqwini: mould, symmetry, form, nature, constitution. There is no fault in 
Allah's creation. To man Allah gave the purest and best nature, and man's duty is 
to preserve the pattern on which Allah has made him: 30:30. But by making him 
His vicegerent, Allah exalted him in posse even higher than the angels, for the 
angels had to make obeisance to him (2:30-34, and n. 48). But man's position as 
\icegerent also gives him will and discretion, and if he uses them wrongly he falls 
even lower than the beasts. See next note. 

5. Then do We abase him (to be) the lowest of the low,- 
(6200) 

6200 This verse should be read with the next If man rebels against Allah, and 
follows after evil, he will be abased to the lowest possible position. For Judgement 
is sure. Those who use their faculties aright and follow Allah's Law will reach the 
high and noble destiny intended for them. That reward will not be temporary, but 
unfailing. 

6. Except such as believe and do righteous deeds: For 
they shall have a reward unfailing. 

7. Then what can, after this, contradict thee,(6201) as to 
the judgment (to come)? 

6201 Thee: may refer to the Prophet, or to man collectively. After this: i.e., when 
it is clearly shown to you that Allah created man true and pure, that He guides 
him, and that those who rebel and break His law will be punished and brought 
down in the Hereafter, who can doubt this, or contradict the Prophet when he 
gives warmiig? 

8. Is not Allah the wisest of Judges?(6202) 

6202 Allah is wise and just. Therefore the righteous have nothing to fear, but the 
evil ones cannot escape punishment. 
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96. Al Alaq (The Clinging Clot) or Iqra 1 (Read!) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Proclaim! (or Read!)(6203) in the name(6204) of thy 
Lord and Cherisher, Who created- 

6203 Iqrabnay mean, "read", or "recite or rehearse", or "proclaim aloud", the object 
understood being Allah's Message. For an account of die circumstances in which 
this first revelation-the divine commission to preach and proclaim Allah's Message 
came to the Prophet, in the cave of Hira ', see C. 27-31. In worldly letters he was 
unversed, but with spiritual knowledge his mind and soul were filled, and now had 
come the time when he must stand forth to the world and declare his mission. 

6204 The declaration or proclamation was to be in the name of Allah the Creator. 
It was not for any personal benefit to the Prophet: to him there was to come bitter 
persecution, sorrow, and suffering. It was the call of Allah for the benefit of erring 
humanity. Allah is mentioned by his tide of "thy Lord and Cherisher", to establish 
a direct nexus between the source of the Message and the one addressed. The 
Message was not merely an abstract proposition of philosophy, but the direct 
concrete message of a personal Allah to the creatures whom He loves and 
cherishes. Thy addressed to the Prophet is appropriate in two ways: (1) he was in 
direct contact with the divine Messenger (Gabriel) and Him Who sent the 
Messenger; (2) he represented the whole of humanity, in a fuller sense than that in 
which Christ Jesus is the "Son of Man". 



6209 Man is not self-sufficient, either as an individual, or in his collective capacity. 
If he arrogates Allah's gifts to himself, he is reminded-backwards, of his lowly 
physical origin (from a drop of animal matter), and forwards, of his responsibility 
and final return to Allah. 



2. Created man, 
blood:(6205) 



out of a (mere) clot of congealed 



6205 Cf 23:14. The lowly origin of the animal in man is contrasted with the high 
destiny offered to him in his intellectual, moral, and spiritual nature by his "most 
bountiful" Creator. No knowledge is withheld from man. On the contrary, through 
the faculties freely given to him, he acquires it in such measure as outstrips his 
immediate understanding, and leads him ever to strive for newer and newer 
meaning. 

3. Proclaim! And thy Lord is Most Bountiful, - 

4. He Who taught (the use of) the Pen, -(6206) 

6206 The symbol of a permanent revelation is the mystic Pen and the mystic 
Record. See n. 5593 to 68:1. 

The Arabic words for "teach" and "knowledge" are from the same root. It is 
impossible to produce in a Translation the complete orchestral harmony of the 
words for "read", "teach", "pen" (which implies reading, writing, books, study, 
research), "knowledge" (including science, self knowledge, spiritual understanding), 
and "proclaim", an alternative meaning of the word for "to read". This proclaiming 
or reading implies not only the duty of blazoning forth Allah's message, as going 
with the prophetic office, but also the duty of promulgation and wide 
dissemination of fhe Truth by all who read and understand it The comprehensive 
meaning of ga/a'refers not only to a particular person and occasion but also gives 
a universal direction. And this kind of comprehensive meaning, as we have seen, 
runs throughout the Qur'an— for those who will understand. 

5. Taught man that which he knew not. (6207) 

6207 Allah teaches us new knowledge at every given moment Individuals learn 
more and more day by day; nations and humanity at large learn fresh knowledge 
at every stage. This is even more noticeable and important in the spiritual world. 

6. Day, but man doth transgress all bounds, (6208) 

6208 All our knowledge and capacities come as gifts from Allah. But man, in his 
inordinate vanity and insolence, mistakes Allah's gifts for his own achievements. 
The gifts may be strength or beauty, wealth, position, or power, or the more subtle 
gifts of knowledge or talents in individuals -or Science, or Art, or Government, or 
Organisation for mankind in general. 

7. In that he looketh upon himself as self-sufficient. 

8. Verily, to thy Lord is the return (of all). (6209) 



9. Seest thou one who forbids-(6210) 

6210 The words, may be applied generally to perverse humanity, which seeks not 
only to rebel against Allah's Law, but also to prevent others from following it. 
There may however be a reference here to Abu Jahl, an inveterate enemy of 
Islam, who used, in its early days, to insult and persecute the Prophet and those 
who followed his teaching. He used, in particular, to use shameful methods to 
prevent the Prophet from going to the Ka'bah for devotions, and forbid any who 
came under his influence, from offering prayers or performmg devotions. He was 
arrogant and purse-proud and met his end in the battle of Badr. 

10. A votary when he (turns) to pray? 

11. Seest thou if(6211) he is on (the road of) Guidance?- 

6211 Man's insolence leads to two results: (1) self-destruction through self- 
misleading; (2) a false example or false guidance to others. The righteous man 
must therefore test human example or human guidance by the question, "Is there 
Allah's guidance behind it?" And risible tight would be thrown on it by the 
question, "Does it lead to righteousness?" A flouting of Allah and Allah's truth 
answers the first question in the negative, and conduct which turns back from the 
eternal principles of Right answers the second. 

12. Or enjoins Righteousness? 

13. Seest thou if he(6212) denies (Truth) and turns 
away? 

6212 The usual trick of the ungodly is to refuse to face Truth. If they are placed in 
a corner, they deny what is obvious to reasonable men, and turn their backs. 

14. Knoweth he not that Allah doth see? 

15. Let him beware! If he desist not. We will drag him by 
the forelock,-(6213) 

6213 Cf. 11:56, and n. 1551. The forelock is on the forehead, and is thus 
symbolical of the summit and crown of the man's power or dignity. To be dragged 
by it is to suffer the lowest dregs of humiliation. Nasla'aii is a syncopated form of 
the emphatic first person plural. 

16. A lying, sinful forelock! 

17. Then, let him call (for help) to his council(6214) (of 
comrades): 

6214 The Pagan Quraysh, who formed an oppressive junta or council to manage 
the Ka'bah were in sympathy with Abu J ahl, though they did not go to the 
unbridled lengths to which Abu J ahl went. But they could not, all combined, 
resist the onward march of the divine mission, though they did all they could to 
check it. 

18. We will call on the angels of punishment (to deal 
with him)!(6215) 

6215 All the combined forces of evil, though they may have worldly appearances 
in their favour, and though they may seem to be successful for a time, cannot 
stand against Allah. He has but to command His forces of punishment to exert 
themselves, and they will subdue evil, protect Allah's votaries and justify the faith 
for which the votaries suffer. 

19. Day, heed him not: But bow down in adoration, and 
bring thyself the closer (to Allah)!(6216) 

6216 The righteous man has no fear. He can disregard all the forces of evil that 
are brought against him. But he must learn humility: that is his defence. He will 
bow down in adoration to Allah. He must have the will to bring him self closer to 
Allah. For Allah is always close to him,-closer to him than his life blood in the 
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jugular vein, (50:16). Man's humility and adoration remove him from being an 
insolent rebel on the one hand and, on the other, prepare his will to realise his 



nearness to Allah. 
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9 f . Al Qadr (The Night of Power or Honour) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. We have indeed revealed this (Message) in the Night 
of Power:(6217) 

6217 Cf. 44:3 and n. 4690. The 23rd, 25th or 27th night of Ramadan, as well as 
other nights, have been suggested as the Night of Power. See, however, the 
Introduction to this Surah. It is best to take this in the mystic sense, which also 
accords with verse 3 below, which says that the Night of Power is better than a 
thousand Months. It transcends Time: for it is Allah's Power dispellmg the 
Darkness of Ignorance, by His Revelation, in every kind of affair . (R) . 

2. And what will explain to thee what the night of power 
is? 

3. The Night of Power is better than a thousand 
Months. (6218) 



6218 "A thousand" must be taken in an indefinite sense, as denoting a very long 
period of time. Cf. notes 3632 and 3634 to 32:4-5, and n. 5678 to 70:4. This does 
not refer to our ideas of time, but to "timeless Time". One moment of 
enlightenment under Allah's Light is better than thousands of months or years of 
animal life, and such a moment converts the night of darkness into a period of 
spiritual glory. 

4. Therein come down the angels and the Spirit(6219) by 
Allah. s permission, on every errand: 

6219 The Spirit: usually understood to be the angel Gabriel, the Spirit of 
Inspiration. (R). 

5. Peace!. ..This until the rise of Morn!(6220) 

6220 When the Night of spiritual darkness is dissipated by die glory of Allah, a 
wonderful Peace and a sense of Security arise in the soul. And this lasts on until 
this life closes, and the glorious Day of the new spiritual world dawns, when 
everything will be on a different plane, and the chequered nights and days of this 
world will be even less than a dream. 
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98. 



Al Bayyinah (The Clear Evidence) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. Those who reject (Truth), among the People of the 
Book(6221) and among the Polytheists,(6222) were 
not going to depart (from their ways) until there 
should come to them Clear Evidence,-(6223) 

6221 The People of the Book immediately referred to are the Jews and the 
Christians, who had received scriptures in the same line of prophecy in which 
came our Prophet. Their scriptures should have prepared them for the advent of 
the greatest and last of the Prophets. For the Jewish scriptures promised to the 
Jews, cousins or brethren to the Arabs, a prophet like Moses: "The Lord thy God 
will raise up unto thee a Prophet from the midst of thee, of thy brethren, like unto 
me; unto him ye shall hearken" (Deut. 18:15). And Christ promised a Comforter 
(John, 14:16; 15:26; and 16:7; see my n. 5438 to 61:6) almost by name. The 
People of the Book fell from the true, straight, and standard religion, into devious 
ways, and would not come to the true Path until {they said) they were convinced 
by the arrival of the promised Prophet. But when the promised Prophet came in 
the person of Muhammad, they rejected him, because they really did not seek for 
Truth but only followed their own fancies and desires. 



6222 The Polytheists, the Pagans, had not previously believed in any scriptures. 
But yet, when clear evidence came to them, they should have believed. Yet they 
rejected the Prophet because they were not really searching for Truth, but were 
only following their own fancies and desires. 

6223 The Clear Evidence was the Prophet himself, his life, his personality, and his 
teaching. 

2. An messenger from Allah, rehearsing scriptures(6224) 
kept pure and Holy:(6225) 

6224 Cf. 2:151. 
6225^80:13-16. 



laws (or decrees) right and 



3. Wherein are 
straight. (6226) 

6226 Qayjiniah: straight, as opposed to crooked; standard as opposed to UTegular; 
definite and permanent, as opposed to casual or temporary. Cf. 9:36; 12:40; etc. 

4. Nor did the People of the Book make schisms, (6227) 
until after there came to them Clear Evidence. 
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6227 The responsibility of the People of the Book is greater than that of Pagans, 
because the People of the Book had been prepared for the standard and straight 
Religion by the revelations which they had already received. Yet, when the clear 
e\idence came in Islam, they resisted it. And what is this standard and straight 
Religion, free of all ambiguity, and free of all casual rights and ceremonies? They 
are summed up in three eternal principles, as explained in the next verse and the 
next note. 

5. And they have been commanded no more than 
this:(6228) To worship Allah, offering Him sincere 
devotion, being true (in faith);(6229) to establish 
regular prayer; and to practise regular charity; and 
that is the Religion Right and Straight. (6230) 

6228 The three eternal principles of Religion are: (1) smcere devotion to Allah; 
(2) Prayer and Praise as drawmg man nearer to Allah and to the spiritual world; 
and (3) the service of Allah's creatures by deeds of practical charity. 

W39 Hmiif: seen. 134 to 2:135. 

6230 Seen. 6226 above. 

6. Those who reject (Truth), among the People of the 
Book and among the Polytheists, will be in Hell-Fire, 
to dwell therein (for aye). They are the worst of 
creatures. (6231) 

6231 To be given the faculty of discrimination between light and wrong, and men 
to reject truth and right, is the worst folly which a creature endowed with will can 



commit. It must necessarily bring its own punishment, whether the creature calls 
himself one of the children of Abraham or one of the redeemed of Christ, or 
whether he goes by the mere light of nature and reason as a Pagan. Honour in the 
sight of Allah is not due to race or professions of faith, but to sincere and 
righteous conduct (49:13). 

7. Those who have faith and do righteous deeds,- they 
are the best of creatures. (6232) 

6232 Contrast this with the preceding verse. Human beings who live a life of faith 
and good justify the purpose of their probation here. They attain the fulfillment of 
then" highest hopes. (R). 

8. Their reward is with Allah. Gardens of Eternity, 
beneath which rivers flow; they will dwell therein for 
ever; Allah well pleased with them, and they with 
Him:(6233) all this for such as fear their Lord and 
Cherisher.(6234) 

6233 The Good Pleasure of Allah is the final Bliss of Salvation. The good 
pleasure is mutual; the truly saved is he whose will has become completely 

identified with Allah's Universal Will. (R). 

6234 The fear of Allah is the fear to offend against His Holy Law, the fear to do 
anything which is against His Holy Will. Such fear is akin to love; for with it dawns 
the consciousness of Allah's lo\ing care for all His creatures. 
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99. 



Al Zalzalah (The Earthquake) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. When the earth is shaken to her (utmost) 
convulsion, (6235) 

6235 To the ordinary human observer a \iolent earthquake is a terrifying 
phenomenon, in its suddenness, in its mysterious origin, and in its power to 
destroy and uproot the strongest buildings and to bring up strange materials from 
the bowels of the earth. The Overwhelming Event {S. 88) which ushers in the 
Judgement will be a bigger and more far-reaching comnlsion than any earthquakes 
that we know. And yet the mcidents of earthquakes may give us some idea of that 
supreme world-shaking Event. 

2. And the earth throws up her burdens (from 
within), (6236) 

6236 An earthquake, if accompanied by a volcanic eruption, throws up enormous 
boulders and lava from beneath the crust of the earth. They are thrown up as if 
they were a burden to the Earth personified. They may be all lands of minerals, or 
treasures buried for secrecy. So in the great and final Comiilsioii, the dead who 
had been buried and forgotten will rise; matters and motives which had been 
secretly hidden and metaphorically buried will be brought to the light of day, and 
justice will be done in the full glare of absolute Truth. 



4. On that Day will she declare her tidings: 



3. And man cries (distressed): 
it?'-(6237) 



'What is the matter with 



6237 The puzzled agony suffered by the \ictims of violent earthquakes is as 
nothing compared to the experience of the new and wonderful world which will 
then open out to the gaze of man. 



Lord will have given her 



5. For that thy 
inspiration. (6238) 

6238 The present order may he personified as the eardi. It will pass away, but the 
Deeds done therein, even the most secret, will be brought to the full light of day. 
And this will be because Allah will give the Command, the inspiration or Word, 
by which alone all events do proceed. The "msprration" is the Command or 
direction conveyed by instruction breathed into the Earth personified: it is 
directed to tell the whole story of what it knows. Cf. 16:68, n. 2097. 

6. On that Day will men proceed in companies sorted 
out,(6239) to be shown the deeds that they (had 
done). 

6239 In this world good and e\il are mixed together. But dien they will be sorted 
out, and each grade of good and evil will be sorted out. So they will proceed in 
companies to receive judgement. And they will be shown the exact import of 
everything that they had thought, said, or done, in this life of probation, however 
they may have concealed or mismterpreted it in this life. Everything will be 
considered in taking the account, and the account will convince the persons 
concerned themselves. 



has done an atom ' s 



7. Then shall anyone who 
weight(6240) of good, see it! 

6240 Dhmrah: the weight of an ant, the smallest living weight an ordinary man can 
think of. Figuratively the subdest form of good and e\il will dien be brought to 
account, and it will be done openly and convincingly: he "shall see it". 

8. And anyone who has done an atom's weight of evil, 
shall see it. 
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100. 



Al 'Adiyat (Those That Run) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. By the (Steeds) (6241) that run, with panting 
(breath), 

6241 The substantive proposition is in verses 6-8 below, and the metaphors and 
symbols enforcing the lesson are in verses 1-5 here. These symbols have at least 
three layers of mystic meaning: (1) Look at the chargers (mares or swift camels) 
panting for war on behalf of their masters. Off they go, striking fire with their 
hoofs by night at the behest of their riders; they push home the charge in the 
morning, chivalrously giring the enemy the benefit of daylight; and regardless of 
flashing steel or the weapons of their enemies they boldly penetrate into the midst 
of then foe, risking their lives for the Cause. Does unregenerate man show that 
fidelity to his Lord Allah? On the contrary he is ungrateful to Allah; he shows that 
by his deeds; he is violently in love with wealth and gain and things that perish. (2) 
By the figure of metonymy the brave fidelity of the war horse may stand for that of 
the brave and true men who rally to the standard of Allah and carry it to victory, 
contrasted with the poltroonery and pettiness of unregenerate man. (3) The whole 
conflict, fighting, and victory, may be applied to spiritual warfare against those who 
are caught and overwhelmed by the camp of Evil. 

2. And strike sparks of fire,(6242) 

6242 With their hoofs. If we suppose the march to be in the dead of night, the 
sparks of fire would be still more conspicuous. 

3. And push home the charge in the morning, (6243) 

6243 We may suppose a surprise attack, but yet a chivalrous attack by daylight. 
The foe is punished through his own lethargy' and unpreparedness, apart from the 
strength, fire, and sprritof the forces of righteousness. 

4. And raise the dust in clouds the while,(6244) 

6244 The clouds of dust typify the ignorance and confusion in the minds of those 
who oppose Truth. 

5. And penetrate forthwith into the midst (of the foe) en 
masse;-(6245) 



6245 The forces of evil mass themselves for strength, but their massing itself may 
become a means of their speedy undoing. 

6. Truly man is, to his Lord, (6246) ungrateful; 

6246 Man, i.e., unregenerate man, in contrast to those who receive guidance and 
wage unceasing war with Evil, is ungrateful to his Lord and Cherisher, Him Who 
created him and sustains him, and sends His blessings and favours at all times. 
The ingratitude may be shown by thoughts, words, and deeds -by forgetting or 
denying Allah and His goodness, by misusing His gifts, or by injustice to His 
creatures. He is in this respect worse than the war horse that risks his life in the 
service of his master. 

7. And to that (fact) he bears witness (by his 
deeds);(6247) 

6247 Man himself, by his conduct, proves the charge of treason against himself. 

8. And violent is he in his love of wealth. (6248) 

6248 What an e\il choice he makes in committing treason against his own 
Benefactor by going after the petty baubles of this world's wealth of fleeting gains? 

9. Does he not know,- when that which is in the graves 
is scattered abroad(6249) 

6249 Dead bodies, secret plots, e\il thoughts and imaginings, long since buried, 
will yet stand forth before the Judgement Seat of Allah. Instead of being closely 
hidden or blotted out-as they will have been from the consciousness of mankind- 
they will stand out as from the consciousness of Allah, which is all-embracmg and 
never suffers from sleep or fatigue. 

10. And that which is (locked up) in (human) breasts is 
made manifest- 

11. That their Lord had been Well-acquainted with them, 
(even to) that Day.?(6250) 

6250 Allah's knowledge is full and vigilant at all times. But on that day it will reveal 
to men secrets which they had long forgotten; for the Book of their Deeds will be 
made manifest at Judgement. 
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1 01 . Al Qari'ah (The Great Calamity) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. The (Day) of Noise and Clamour:(6251) 

6251 The Day of Noise and Clamour is the Day of Judgement, when the whole of 
the present order of things will be overthrown with a tremendous convulsion. Cf. 
n. 6235 to 99: 1 , and n. 6096 to 88: 1 . AJ] our present landmarks will be lost. It will 
be a stunning experience to begm with, but it will inaugurate a new world of true 
and permanent values, in which every human deed will have its true and just 
consequences, as if weighed in the balance. See verses 6-1 1 below. 



2. What is the (Day) of Noise and Clamour? 

3. And what will explain to thee what the (Day) of Noise 
and Clamour is? 

4. (It is) a Day whereon men will be like moths scattered 
about,(6252) 

6252 Moths are frail light things. To see them scattered about in a violent storm 
gives some idea of the confusion, distress, and helplessness in which men will be 
at first overwhelmed on the Day of Account. Old memories will be like a book 
almost blotted out New hopes will be vague in a new world just rising on the 
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horizon. But it will be a perfectly just world, and no good action will be lost and 
no evil one but will have its compensating value estimated. 

5. And the mountains will be like carded wool. (6253) 

6253 Cf. n. 5682 to 70:9. The mountains are solid things, which seem as if 
nothing could move them. But in that tremendous cataclysm they will be scattered 
about like flakes of teased or carded wool. This is a metaphor to show that what 
we consider very substantial in this life will be as an airy nothing in the spiritual 
world. 

6. Then, he whose balance (of good deeds)(6254) will be 
(found) heavy, 

6254 The Good Deeds will be weighed and appraised. This appraisement will be 
of the nicest and justest land: for it will take into account motives, temptations, 
provo cations, surrounding conditions, antecedents, subsequent amends, and all 
possible connected circumstances. Against them, presumably, will be deeds of the 
opposite kind, appraised in the same way. If the good predominates, the 
judgement will be in the man's favour, and he will be ushered into a life of good 
pleasure and satisfaction. This will of course be on another plane. (R). 



7. Will be in a life of good pleasure and 
Satisfaction. (6255) 

6255 Cf. 98:8, and n. 6233, but perhaps the Bliss is not of the same grade for all 
men. In every case it is bliss, but bliss suited to the particular nature of the 
individual concerned. 

8. But he whose balance (of good deeds) will be (found) 
light,- 

9. Will have his home in a (bottomless) Pit. (6256) 

6256 Just as grades of bliss are indicated for the righteous, so apparently we are to 
understand grades of punishment suited to the sins of the individual sinners 

concerned. 

10. And what will explain to thee what this is? 

11. (It is) a Fire Blazing fiercely! 
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102. 



Al Takathur (The Piling Up) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. The mutual rivalry for piling up (the good things of 
this world) diverts you(6257) (from the more serious 
things), 

6257 Acquisitiveness, that is, the passion for seeking an increase in wealth, 
position, the number of adherents or followers or supporters, mass production 
and mass organisation, may affect an individual as such, or it may affect whole 
societies or nations. Other people's example or rivalry in such things may 
aggravate the situation. Up to a certain point it may be good and necessary. But 
when it becomes inordinate and monopolises attention, it leaves no time for 
higher things in life, and a clear warning is here sounded from a spiritual point of 
\iew. Man may be engrossed in these things till death approaches, and he looks 
back on a wasted life, as far as the higher things are concerned. 

2. Until ye visit the graves. (6258) 

6258 That is, until the time comes when you must lie down in the graves and leave 
the pomp and circumstance of an empty life. The true Reality will then appear 
before you. Why not try to strive for a tittle understanding of that Reality in this 
very life? 

3. But nay, ye soon shall know (the reality). 



4. Again, ye soon shall know! 

5. Nay, were ye to know with certainty of mind, (6259) 
(ye would beware!) 

6259 Three kinds of yaqin (certainty of knowledge) are described in n. 5673 to 
69:51. The first is certainty of mind or inference mentioned here: we hear from 
someone, or we infer from something we know: this refers to our own state of 
mind. If we instruct our minds in this way, we should value the deeper things of 
life better, and not waste all our time in ephemeral things. But if we do not use our 
reasoning faculties now, we shall yet see with our own eyes, the Penalty for our 
sins. It will be certainty of sight. We shall see Hell. See next verse. But the 
absolute certainty of assured Truth is that described in 69:5 1 . That is not liable to 
any human error or psychological defect 

6. Ye shall certainly see Hellfire!(6260) 

6260 See 19:71-72, and n. 2518. 

7. Again, ye shall see it with certainty of sight! 

8. Then, shall ye be questioned that Day about the 
joy(6261) (ye indulged in!). 

6261 We shall be questioned, i.e., we shall be held responsible for every kind of 
joy we indulge in; whether it was false pride or delight in things of no value, or 
things e\il, or the enjoyment of thmgs legitimate-the last, to see whether we kept 
this within reasonable bounds. 
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103. 



Al 'Asr (Time Through the Ages) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. By (the Token of) Time (through the Ages), (6262) 

6262 A! 'Asr may mean: (1) Time through the Ages, or long periods, in which 
case it comes near to the abstract idea of Time, Dalir, which was sometimes 
deified by the Pagan Arabs (see Introduction to S. 76.); (2) or the late afternoon, 
from which the 'Asr canonical prayer takes its name (see n. 271 to 2:238). A 
mystic use of both these ideas is understood here. An appeal is made to Time as 
one of the creations of Allah, of which everyone knows something but of which no 
one can fully explain the exact significance. Time searches out and destroys 
everything material. No one in secular literature has expressed the tyranny of 
"never-resting Time" better than Shakespeare in his Sonnets. For example, see 
Sonnets 5 ("never-resting Time"), 12 ("Nothing 'gainst Time's scythe can make 
defense"), and 64 ("When I have seen by Time's fell hand defaced, the rich proud 
cost of outworn buried age"). If we merely run a race against Time, we shall lose. It 
is the spiritual part of us that conquers Time. See verse 3 below. For the 
"afternoon" idea see next note. 



2. Verily Man is in loss,(6263) 



6263 If life be considered under the metaphor of a business bargain, man, by 
merely attending to his material gams, will lose. When he makes up his day's 
account in the afternoon, it will show a loss. It will only show profit if he has Faith, 
leads a good life, and contributes to social welfare by directing and encouraging 
other people on the Path of Truth and Constancy. 

3. Except such as have Faith, and do righteous 
deeds,(6264) and (join together)(6265) in the mutual 
teaching of Truth, and of Patience and Constancy. 

6264 Faidi is his armour, which wards off the wounds of the material world; and 
his righteous life is his positive contribution to spiritual ascent. 

6265 If he lived only for himself, he would not fulfil his whole duty. Whatever 
good he has, especially in moral and spiritual life, he must spread among his 
brethren, so that they may see the Truth and stand by it in patient hope and 
unshaken constancy amidst all the storm and stress of outer life. For he and they 
will dien have attained Peace within. 
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104. 



Al Humazah (The Scandalmonger) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Woe to every (kind of) scandal-monger and 
backbiter,(6266) 

6266 Three \ices are here condemned in the strangest terms: (1) 
scandalmongeniig, talking or suggesting e\il of men or women by word or 
innuendo, or behaviour, or mimicry, or sarcasm, or insult; (2) detracting from 
their character behind their backs, even if the things suggested are true, where the 
motive is evil; (3) piling up wealth, not for use and service to those who need it, 
but in miserly hoards, as if such hoards can prolong the miser's life or give him 
immortality: miserliness is itself a land of scandal. 

2. Who pileth up wealth and layeth it by, 

3. Thinking that his wealth would make him last for ever! 

4. By no means! He will be sure to be thrown into That 
which Breaks to Pieces,(6267) 

6267 Hutamah: that which smashes or breaks to pieces: an apt description of the 
three antisocial vices condemned. For scandalmongering and backbiting make any 
sort of cohesion or mutual confidence impossible; and the miser's hoards block 



up the channels of economic service and charity, and the circulation of good-will 
among men. 

5. And what will explain to thee That which Breaks to 
Pieces? 

6. (It is) the Fire of (the Wrath of) Allah kindled (to a 
blaze), 

7. The which doth mount (Right) to the Hearts:(6268) 

6268 This Fire of Punishment mounts right up to the hearts and minds of such 
men, and shuts them out of the love of their fellows. "Heart" in Arabic means not 
only the seat of affection, pity, charity, etc., but also of understanding and 
intelligent appreciation of things. 

8. It shall be made into a vault over them, 

9. In columns outstretched. (6269) 

6269 Those guilty of these vices will be choked and suffocated, for this Vault of 
Fire will cover them all over, and its scorching columns will extend over a far 
wider area than they imagine. 
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105. 



Al Fil (The Elephant) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Seest(6270) thou not how thy Lord dealt with the 
Companions of the Elephant?(6271) 

6270 Scest thou notp-i.e. with thy mental \ision. The incident happened in the 
very year of the Prophet's birth, barely two months before it. 

6271 These were the troops of Abrahah the Abyssmran, who invaded Makkah 
with a large army, in which were some elephants. See Introduction to thrs Surah. 

2. Did He not make their treacherous plan go astray? 

3. And He sent against them Flights of Birds, (6272) 

6272 The miracle consrsted in the birds coming in large flights and flinging stones 
at tire army winch caused a great pestilence to arise and destroy the whole of 
Abrahah's army. 



4. Striking them with stones(6273) of baked clay. 

6273 Sijfil: See n. 1579 to 11:82. The word also occurs at 15:74. Stones of baked 
clay, or hard as baked clay, are part of the miracle in the story. 

5. Then did He make them like an empty field(6274) of 
stalks and straw, (of which the corn) has been eaten 

up. (6275) 

6274 A field, from which all the corn has been eaten up and only straw with stalks 
or stubble is left, is a field dead and useless. And such was the army of Abrahah- 
dead and useless. Another possible rendemig would be: Tike eaten straw and 
stubble found in the dung of animals". The meaning would be the same, but much 
more emphatic. 

6275 The lesson to be drawn is twofold. For the Pagan Quraysh of Makkah it was: 
Allah will protect His own; if you persecute the Prophet, he is greater than the 
mere building of the Ka'bah: will not Allah protect him? For men in all ages it is: 'a 
man intoxicated with power can prepare armies and material resources against 
Allah's Holy Plan; but such a man's plan will be his own undomg; he cannot 
prevail against Allah'. 



-<s**q> 



106. Quraysh (The Tribe of Quraysh) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. For the covenants (of security and safeguard enjoyed) 
by the Quraysh, (6276) 

6276 Quraysh were the noblest tribe of Arabia , the tribe to which belonged the 
Prophet himself. They had the custody of the Ka'bah, the central shmie of Arabia, 
and their possession of Makkah gave them a triple advantage: (1) they had a 
commanding influence over other tribes; (2) their central position facilitated trade 
and intercourse, which gave them both honour and profit; and (3) the Makkah 
territory bemg, by Arabian custom, nmolable from the ravages of war and private 
feuds, they had a secure position, free from fear of danger. This honour and 
advantage they owed to their position as servants of the sacred shrine of the 
Ka'bah. They owed it to Allah. Was it not therefore light and fitting that they 
should adore the One True God, and listen to His Message of Unity and Purity, 
brought by His Prophet? 

In those days of general insecurity, their prestige as custodians of Makkah enabled 
them to obtam Covenants of security and safeguard from the rulers of 
neighboumig countries on all sides-Syria, Persia, Yemen, and Abyssinia-protecting 
their trade journeys in all seasons. 



2. Their covenants (covering) journeys by winter and 
summer,-(6277) 

6277 See last note, especially section (2). On account of then trade journeys to the 
warmth of Yemen in the winter and the cooler regions of Syria and the north in 
the summer, Quraysh became practised travellers and merchants, acquired much 
knowledge of the world and many arts, and perfected then language as a polished 
medium of literary expression. 

3. Let them adore the Lord of this House,(6278) 

6278 The Ka'bah. 

4. Who provides them with food against hunger, (6279) 
and with security against fear (of danger). (6280) 

6279 Then trade caravans enriched them, and drew people from distant parts to 
\isit Makkah and bring then merchandise and gifts thither. 

6280 Their territory bemg imiolable, they did not suffer from the dangers of 
constant warfare nor from private feuds of vengeance or breaches of the peace in 
their secure homes 
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107. 



Al Ma'un (The Neighbourly Assistance) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



1. Seest thou one who denies the Judgment(6281) (to 
come)? 

6281 Din may mean either (1) the Judgement to come, the responsibility in the 
moral and spiritual world, for all actions done by men, or (2) Faith, Religion, die 
principles of right and wrong in spiritual matters, which often conflict with selfish 
desires or predilections. It is men who deny Faith or future responsibility, that 
treat the helpless with contempt and lead arrogant selfish lives. 

2. Then such is the (man) who repulses the orphan (with 
harshness), 

3. And encourages not(6282) the feeding of the indigent. 

6282 The Charity or Love which feeds the indigent at the expense of Self is a 
noble form of virtue, which is beyond the reach of men who are so callous as even 
to discourage or forbid or look down upon the virtue of chanty or kindness in 
others. 



4. So woe to the worshippers 

5. Who are neglectful of their Prayers,(6283) 

6283 True worship does not consist in the mere form of prayer, without the heart 
and mind being earnestly applied to seek the realisation of the presence of Allah, 
and to understand and do His Holy Will. 

6. Those who (want but) to be seen (of men), (6284) 

6284 Cf, 4:142: "When they stand up to prayer, they stand without earnestness, to 
be seen of men, but little do they hold Allah in remembrance." 



7. But refuse 

needs. (6285) 



(to supply) (even) neighbourly 



6285 Hypocrites make a great show of hollow acts of goodness, devotion, and 
charily. But they fail signally if you test them by little acts of neighbourly help or 
chanty, the thousand little courtesies and kindnesses of daily life, the supply of 
needs which cost little but mean much. 
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108. 



Al Kawthar (The Abundance) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 



g ra nted the Fount (of 



1. To thee have We 
Abundance). (6286) 

6286 Kawthar literally means "good in abundance". It is the abundant bounty 
which Allah bestowed on Prophet Muhammad (peace be on him). This includes a 
river {or fountain) in heaven of this name which Allah has promised the Prophet 
(peace be on him). [Eds.]. 

2. Therefore to thy Lord turn in Prayer and 
Sacrifice. (6287) 



6287 He who grants these blessings is Allah, and to Allah alone must we turn in 
adoration and thanksgiving, and in sacrifice. Nalir = sacrifice: in a restricted ritual 
sense, the sacrifice of camels: see n. 2813 to 22:36. But the ritual is a mere 
Symbol. Behind it is a deep spiritual meaning; the meat slaughtered feeds the 
poor, and the slaughter is a symbol of the self-sacrifice in our hearts. "It is not then" 
meat nor their blood, that reaches Allah; it is your piety that reaches Him" (22:37). 

3. For he who hateth thee, (6288) he will be cut off (from 
Future Hope). 

6288 Hatred and spite are not constructive contributions to the work of this world, 
but its opposites. Abu Jahl and his Pagan confederates vented their personal spite 
and venom against the Prophet by taunting him with the loss of his two infant sons 
by Khadijah, but where were these venomous detractors a few years afterwards, 
when the divine Light shone more brilliantly than ever? It was these that were cut 
off from all future hope, in this world and the next 
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109. 



Al Kafirun (Those Who Reject Faith) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Say : O ye that reject Faith!(6289) 

6289 Faith is a matter of personal conviction, and does not depend on worldly 
motives. Worship should depend on pure and sincere Faith, but often does not: 
for motives of worldly gain, ancestral custom, social conventions or imitative 
instincts, or a lethargic instinct to shrmk from enquiring into the real significance 
of solemn acts and the motives behind them, reduce a great deal of the world's 
worship to sin, selfishness, or futility. Symbolic idols may themselves be merely 
instruments for safeguarding the privileges of a selfish priestly class, or the 
ambitions, greed, or lust of private individuals. Hence the insistence of Islam and 
its Teacher on the pure worship of the One True God. The Prophet firmly 
resisted all appeals to worldly motives, and stood firm to his Message of eternal 
Unity. 

2. 1 worship not that which ye worship, 

3. Nor will ye worship that which I worship. (6290) 



6290 Verses 2-3 describe the conditions as they were at the time when this Surah 
was revealed, and may be freely paraphrased: T am a worshipper of the One True 
God, the Lord of all, of you as well as of myself; but you on account of your 
vested interests have not the will to give up your false worship, of idols and self. 
Verses 4-5 describe the psychological reasons; 'I, being a prophet of Allah do not 
and cannot possibly desire to follow your false ancestral ways; and you, as 
custodians of the false worship, have not the will to give up your ways of worship, 
which are wrong'. The n will n in the translation represents less the future tense than 
the will, the desire, the psychological possibility; it tries to reproduce the Arabic 
noun-agent 

4. And I will not worship that which ye have been wont 
to worship, 

5. Nor will ye worship that which I worship. 

6. To you be your Way, and to me mine. (6291) 

6291 T, ha\"iiig been given the Truth, cannot come to your false ways; you, having 
your vested interests, will not give them up. For your ways the responsibility is 
yours: I have shown you the Truth. For my ways the responsibility is mine; you 
have no right to ask me to abandon the Truth. Your persecutions will be in vain; 
the Truth must prevail in the end'. This was the attitude of Faith then: but it is true 
for all time. Hold fast to Truth, "in scorn of consequence". 
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110. 



Al Nasr (The Help) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. When comes the Help of Allah, and Victory, 

2. And thou dost see the people enter Allah. s Religion in 
crowds,(6292) 

6292 The Prophet migrated from Makkah to Madinah, a hunted and persecuted 
man. In Madinah all the forces of truth and righteousness rallied round htm, and 
the efforts by the Makkans and their confederates to destroy him and his 
community recoiled on then own heads. Gradually all tire outlying parts of Arabia 
ranged themselves round his standard and the bloodless conquest of Makkah was 
the crown and prize of his patience and constant endeavour. After that, whole 



tribes and tracts of country gave their adhesion to him collectively, and before his 
earthly ministry was finished, the soil was prepared for the conquest of the wide 
world of Islam. What was the lesson to be learnt from this little epitome of the 
world's history? Not man's self-glory, but humility; not power but service; not an 
appeal to man's selfishness or self-sufficiency, but a realisation of Allah's Grace 
and Mercy, and the abundant outpouring of Allah's Praises in word and conduct 

3. Celebrate the praises of thy Lord, and pray for His 
Forgiveness:(6293) For He is Oft-Returning (in Grace 
and Mercy). 

6293 Every man should humble himself before Allah, confess his human frailties, 
and seek Allah's grace-attributing any success that he gets in his work, not to his 
own merits, but to the goodness and mercy of Allah. But the Prophet of Allah had 
also another duty and privilege-to pray for grace and forgiveness for his people in 
case any of them had exulted in their victory or done anything that they should not 
have done. 



465 



The 



Noble 



Q u r ' a n 



111. 



Al Lahab (The Flame) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Perish the hands of the Father of Flame!(6294) Perish 
he! 

6294 Abu Lahab: "Father of Flame", was the nickname of an uncle of the Prophet, 
from his fiery hot temper and his ruddy complexion. He was one of the most 
inveterate enemies of early Islam. When the Prophet called together Quraysh and 
his own kith and km to come and listen to his preaching and his warning agamst 
the sins of his people, the "Father of Flame" flared up and cursed the Prophet, 
saying "Perdition to thee!" Accordmg to the English saying, "the causeless curse will 
not come". His words were futile, but his power and strength were equally futile. 
The star of Islam rose higher and higher every day, and its persecutors dwindled 
in strength and power. Many of the leaders of persecution perished at Badr, and 
Abu Lahab himself perished a week after Badr, consumed with grief and his own 
fiery passions. Verse 3 was prophetic of his end in this very life, though it also 
refers to the Hereafter. 



2. No profit to him from all his wealth, and all his gains! 

3. Burnt soon will he be in a Fire of Blazing Flame! 

4. His wife shall carry the (crackling) wood - As fuel!- 
(6295) 

6295 Abu Lahab's wife was a woman of equally passionate spite and cruelty agamst 
the sacred person of the Prophet. She used to tie bundles of thorns with ropes of 
twisted palm-leaf fibre and carry them and strew them about on dark nights in the 
paths which the Prophet was expected to take, in order to cause him bodily mjury. 
"To carry firewood" may also be symbolical for carrying tales between people to 
embroil them. This was also one of her \ices. But she was laying up for herself 
another kind of Fire and another kind of Rope, the Fire of Punishment, and the 
Rope of Slavery to Evil. Thus does Evil prepare its own fate. This is the general 
lesson of sustained craft and cruel wrongdoing recoiling on the wrongdoer's head. 
See also Introduction to this Surah. 

5. A twisted rope of palm-leaf fibre round her (own) 
neck! 
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112. 



Al Ikhlas (The Purity of Faith) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Say: He is Allah, (6296) the One and Only;(6297) 

6296 The nature of Allah is here mdicated to us in a few words, such as we can 
understand. The qualities of Allah are described in numerous places elsewhere, 
e.g., in 59:22-24, 62:1, and 2:255. Here we are specially taught to avoid the pitfalls 
into which men and nations have fallen at various times in trying to understand 
Allah. The first thing we have to note is that His nature is so sublime, so far 
beyond our limited conceptions, that the best way in which we can realise Him is 
to feel that He is a Personality, "He", and not a mere abstract conception of 
philosophy. He is near us; He cares for us; we owe our existence to Him. 
Secondly, He is the One and Only God, the Only One to Whom worship is due; 
all other things or beings that we can think of are His creatures and in no way 
comparable to Him. Thirdly, He is Eternal, without beginning or end, Absolute, 
not limited by time or place or circumstance, the Reality before which all other 
things or places are mere shadows or reflections. Fourthly, we must not fhmk of 
Him as ha\mg a son or a father, for that would be to import animal qualities into 
our conception of Him. Fifthly, He is not like any other person or thing that we 
know or can imagine: His qualities and nature are unique. 



6297 This is to negate the idea of Polytheism, a system in which people believe in 
gods many and lords many. Such a system is opposed to our truest and 
profoundest conceptions of life. For Unity in Design, Unity in the fundamental 
facts of existence, proclaim the Unity of the Maker. 

2. Allah, the Eternal, Absolute;(6298) 

6298 Samad is difficult to translate by one word. I have used two, "Eternal" and 
"Absolute". The latter implies: (1) that absolute existence can only be predicted of 
Him; all other existence is temporal or conditional; (2) that He is dependent on 
no person or things, but all persons or things are dependent on Him, thus 
negathing the idea of gods and goddesses who ate and drank, wrangled and 
plotted, depended on the gifts of worshippers, etc. 

3. He begetteth not, nor is He begotten;(6299) 

6299 This is to negative the Christian idea of the godhead, "the Father", "the only- 
begotten Son" etc. 

4. And there is none like unto Him. (6300) 

6300 This sums up the whole argument and warns us specially against 
Anthropomorphism, the tendency to conceive of Allah after our own pattern, an 
insidious tendency that creeps in at all times and among all peoples. 
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113. 



Al Falaq (The Daybreak) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Say: I seek refuge(6301) with the Lord of the 
Dawn(6302) 

6301 In Allah's created world, there are all kinds of forces and counterforces, 
especially those put in motion by beings who have been endowed with some sort 
of will. The forces of good may be compared to light, and those of e\il to 
darkness. Allah can cleave the depths of darkness and produce tight (6:96), and 
therefore we should cast off fear and take refuge in di\ine guidance and goodness. 

6302 Falaq is the Dawn or Daybreak, the cleaving of darkness and the 

manifestation of light. This may be understood in various senses: (1) literally, 
when the darkness of the night is at its worst, rays of light pierce through and 
produce the dawn; (2) when the darkness of ignorance is at its worst, the tight of 
Allah pierces through the soul and gives it enlightenment: 24:35; (3) non-existence 
is darkness, and life and activity may be typified by light. The author and source of 
all true light is Allah, and if we seek Him, we are free from ignorance, superstition, 
fear, and every land of evil. 

2. From the mischief of created things;(6303) 

6303 See n. 6301 above. Our trust in Allah is the refuge from every kind of fear 
and superstition, every kind of danger and evil. Three special lands of mischief 
are specified in the next three verses, against which our best guard is our trust in 
Allah, die Light of the heavens and the earth. They are: (1) physical dangers, 



typified by darkness, (2) psychical dangers within us, typified by Secret Arts, and 
(3) psychical dangers from without us, resulting from a perverted will, which seeks 
to destroy any good that we enjoy. 



of Darkness as 



3. From the mischief 

overspreads; (6304) 

6304 The darkness of the night, physical darkness, is a good type of physical 
dangers and difficulties. Many people are afraid of physical darkness, and all are 
afraid of physical injuries, accidents, and calamities. We should not fear, but 
having taken reason able precautions, trust in Allah. 

4. From the mischief of those who practise Secret 
Arts;(6305) 

6305 Those who practise Secret Aits: literally, 'those (feminine) who blow on 
knots', this having been a favourite form of witchcraft practiced by perverted 
women. Such secret arts cause psychological terror. They may be what is called 
magic, or secret plottings, or the display of false and seductive charms (3:14), or 
the spreading of false and secret rumours or slanders to frighten men or deter 
them from right action. There is fraud in such things, but men are swayed by it. 
They should cast off fear and do their duty. 



, And from the mischief of 
practises envy. (6306) 



the envious one as he 



6306 Malignant envy, translated into action, seeks to destroy the happmess or the 
material or spiritual good enjoyed by other people. The best guard against it is 
trust in Allah with purity of heart. 
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114. 



Al Nas (Mankind) 



In the name of Allah, Most 
Gracious, Most Merciful. 

1. Say: I seek refuge(6307) with the Lord and Cherisher 
of Mankind,(6308) 

6307 The previous Surah pointed to the necessity of seeking Allah's protection 
against external factors which might affect an individual. Here the need of 
protection from internal factors, mankind being \iewed as a whole, is pointed out. 
For this reason the threefold relation in which man stands to Allah is mentioned, 
as explained in the next note. 

6308 Man's relation to Allah may be \iewed in three aspects: (1) Allah is his Lord, 
Maker, and Chensher; Allah sustains him and cares for him; He provides him 
with all the means for his growth and development, and for his protection against 
evil; (2) Allah is his king or ruler; more than any earthly king, Allah has authority 
to guide man's conduct, and lead him to ways which will make for his welfare; and 
He has given him laws; and (3) Allah is He to Whom mankind must return, to 
give an account of all then deeds in this life (2:156); Allah will be die Judge; He is 
the goal of the Hereafter, and the only Being entitled to man's worship at any 
time. From all these aspects man could and should seek Allah's protection against 
evil. 



2. The King (or Ruler) of Mankind, 

3. The Allah (for judge) of Mankind, - 

4. From the mischief of the Whisperer(6309) (of Evil), 
who withdraws (after his whisper), - 

6309 Evil insinuates itself in all sorts of insidious ways from within so as to sap 
man's will, which was given to man by Allah. This power of evil may be Satan or 
his host of evil ones, or evil men or the evil inclinations within man's own will: for 
there are "evil ones among men and Jmns, inspiring each other with flowery 
discourses by way of deception" (6:112). They secredy whisper evil and then 
withdraw, to make their net the more subtle and alluring (see also n. 941). 

5. (The same) who whispers into the hearts of Mankind, - 

6. Among Jinns and among Men. (6310) 

6310 This last clause amplifies the description of the sources from which the 
whisper of evil may emanate: they may be men whom you may see or invisible 
spmts of evil working within. See last note. So long as we put ourselves in Allah's 
protection, and trust in Allah, evil cannot really touch us in our essential and inner 
life. 
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